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The  Council  of  the  Camden  Society  desire  it  to  be  under 
stood  that  they  are  not  answerable  for  any  opinions  or  observa 
tions  that  may  appear  in  the  Society's  publications ;  the  Editor 
of  the  several  Works  being  alone  responsible  for  the  same. 


PEE  LIMIN ARY  NOTICE . 


The  Commentary  and  Notes  v/hich  illustrate  tlie  following 
Memoir  were  the  production  of  an  author  the  greater  part  of  whose 
ninety-third  year  w^as  employed  in  their  preparation.  But,  wdiat- 
cver  interest  may  be  attached  to  them  from  this  cause,  they  are  still 
more  deserving  of  attention  from  the  scrupulous  fidelity  as  wxdl  as  the 
unwearied  diligence  which  they  express.  Such,  as  is  well  known,  had 
been  the  uniform  character  of  the  earlier  works  of  the  same  hand; 
and  durimr  this  last  effort  of  a  feebler  a^re,  neitlier  visiour  of 
thought  nor  truth  of  discernment  failed.  The  editorial  oflice  wdiich 
had  been  entrusted  to  the  Kcverend  John  Webb  by  the  Camden 
Society  w^as,  at  the  time  of  its  interruption,  nearly  fulfdled :  the 
latter  part,  however,  of  his  manuscript  had  not  received  his  final 
touch,  and  the  close  w^as  left  very  imperfect.  These  deficicnci(^s 
could  be  ill  supplied  even  by  one  wdio  best  knew  his  revered  parent's 
intentions,  but,  having  been  honoured  by  the  Council  of  the  Society 
with  permission  to  complete  the  design,  he  has  done  it  to  tlie  best 
of  his  ability.  A  portion  of  illustrative  material  has  been  reluctantly 
omitted,  which  may,  however,  it  is  hoped,  find  a  place  in  the  future 
publication  of  another  postliumous  work  by  the  same  hand — tlie 
History  of  the  Civil  AVar  in  Herefordshire. 

The  extent  of  the  present  w^riter's  responsibility  has  been  indi- 
cated by  brackets.  The  initials  J.  W.  are  attached  to  certain  notes 
wdiich  the  original  editor  luid  not  appended  to  his  manuscript,  but 
which  it  did  not  seem  desirable  to  suppress. 
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PREFACE. 


The  document  now  first  published  contains  an  account  of  events 
in  wlilcli  tlie  person  therein  described  acted  a  more  or  less  con- 
spicuous part.  The  period  it  involves  is  comprised  between  tlio 
years  16-12  and  1645;  a  time  during  which  England  became  the 
scene  of  violent  political  and  military  agitation.  In  all  cases  of  this 
nature,  in  which  the  talents  and  passions  of  men  are  exercised  Avith 
unusual  force,  there  will  ever  be  some  wdiosc  powers  will  rai<e  thorn 
to  eminence.  Colonel  John  Birch,  in  the  sphere  in  wdiich  he  moved, 
was  among  the  remarkable  personages  of  the  time  ;  by  no  means 
inferior  to  many  wdiose  names  have  been  better  known,  though  not 
more  deservino-  of  bcin^:  recorded.  He  attained  to  considerable 
distinction  in  the  field  and  in  the  senate,  and  after  a  lono;  share  of 
personal  exertion  and  sufferings  survived  the  troubles  and  dangers 
of  a  stormy  and  eventful  struggle,  and  ended  his  days  in  retirement 
and  peace. 

Considering  the  part  that  he  took  in  this  drama,  it  is  remarkable 
that  so  little  direct  information  respecting  his  earlier  life  has  been 
lianded  down  to  posterity.  The  mention,  however,  of  his  name, 
traditionally  or  otherwise,  has  always  been  coupled  with  that  of  low 
origin  and  of  very  humble  calling.  The  fullest  account  of  him,  as 
far  as  the  Editor's  research  has  extended,  is  given  in  a  note  on 
pp.  203  et  seqq.  of  Xewcome's  Diary  (Chetham  Society)  by  a  very 
diligent  antiquary,  the  late  Tbomas  Ilcywood,  I-^squire,  of  Hope 
End  in  the  county  of  Hereford.  In  this  he  shows  his  connexion 
with  the  Birches  of  Lancashire,  though  his  statements  with  rcgaid 
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to  his  origin  are  not  quite  so  satisflictory  as  could  bo  wislicfl.  Tic 
repeats  the  lowness  of  his  birth;  and  this  is  indeed  far  from  being 
controverted  by  the  expression  on  Birch's  monument,  which  only 
describes  him  as  "  of  worthy  parentage."  Be  this  as  it  may,  Iley- 
wood  has  by  no  means  set  the  question  at  rest,  and  accepts  the 
original  notion  of  his  first  employment.  Tlie  opinion  of  liim  in  his 
life-time  was  that  he  had  been  a  carrier.  Burnet,  a  contemporary, 
Vvdio  writes  as  though  he'  was  personally  acquainted  with  Birch, 
affirms  it;  and  argues  from  his  manner  and  address  that  he  retained 
proofs  of  it,  and  encouraged  the  impression  by  his  mode  of  speaking 
in  Parliament.  The  Bishop  positively  says  he  was  a  carrier,^  Others 
have  adopted  the  same  notion  :  it  was  universally  prevalent  during 
his  life;  and  succeeding  times  have  concurred  in  it,  Avith  such  en- 
largement as  tradition  might  be  expected  to  bring  witli  it.  The 
substance  of  what  has  been  commonly  reported  is,  that,  while  he  was 
employed  in  driving  pack-horses  along  the  road,  he  so  resolutely 
and  successfidly  resisted  the  attempt  of  some  Parliamentary  soldiers 
under  Cromwell  to  rob  him,  that  he  attracted  the  notice  of  that 

"  Ilistoiy  of  his  Own  Time,  i.  54G.  A  mcrcliaiit  who  delivers  liis  goods  may  he 
said  to  be  a  canier.  Birch  l:ad  done  so,  and  uii.Liht  tlius  have  fastened  the  report 
upon  him  :  he  might  have  done  notliing  more.  [T]je  following  passage,  from  Scyer's 
Memoirs  of  Bristol,  ii.  3.51,  illustrates  this  view  of  the  snl^ijcc  t.  'Olr.  Yeomaiis  in 
all  the  contemporary  A\Titers  is  called  a  merchant,  and  the  civcumstauce  that  masters 
of  ships  and  sailors  were  found  in  his  house  on  that  unfortunate  night  eonlirnis  tbat 
he  was  so.  Yet  whereas  an  apprentice  of  his  is  mentioned,  a  youth  of  lo  or  IG  years 
old,  it  is  probable  that  he  was  also  a  tradesman,  especially  since  at  tliat  time  thei'c 
were  few  tradesmen  in  Bristol  of  respectability  who  were  not  nl-o  engaged  in 
commerce."]  Lord  ^Macaulay,  in  quoting  Burnet,  docs  not  seem  to  have  been  aware 
of  the  difference  between  a  carter  and  a  carrlrr.  [Possibly  he  nuiy  have  been 
misled  by  the  fact  that  Colonel  Birch's  kinsman  Thomas,  who,  holding  the  same  rank 
in  the  service  of  the  ParliaTuent,  was  alike  distingui>hed  by  succc>>fnl  and  disgraced 
by  inhuman  actions,  was  called,  even  among  his  own  jiarty,  tltc  Earl  of  JJcrJ^ifs 
Cfl?'^^/',  from  the  circnmstance  that  "  his  Lordship  had  trailed  liiiu  under  a  hay-cart 
at  Manchester."  (Seacome's  History  of  the  llou-e  of  Stanley,  Mitl.)  This  wns  pro- 
bably the  Col.  Birch  v,hois  nientioned  in  the  History  of  \Vlialley  a--  having  l  ien 
imprisoned  by  the  ParliamcTit  in  1015,  notwithstanding  Ids  faithfnl  services.] 
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commander,  wlio  offered  him  a  commission  in  his  troop.*'^  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  assert  that  a  slight  comparison  of  dates  and 
circumstances  would  show  the  fabulous  nature  of  this  opinion.  As 
far  as  Cromwell  and  the  introduction  of  Birch  into  the  army  are 
concerned,  it  is  impossible.  Under  Cromwell  he  fought  for  a  while 
in  the  AYest,  but  the  commencement  of  his  soldiership  is  of  earlier 
date.  If  it  be  difficult  to  show  in  wdiat  he  might  be  employed  in 
his  earliest  youth,  it  will  be  proved  that  while  he  was  yet  a  very 
young  man  he  could  not  but  have  received  an  education  beyond 
that  of  a  packhorse-driver,  and  that  he  was  actually  otherwise 
occupied  when  he  took  up  arms. 

Concerning  Roe,  the  writer  of  this  singular  narrative,  the  Editor 
has  been  able  to  collect  little  more  than  his  name:  the  post  that  he 
held  under  Birch  has  been  variously  described  as  !Major,  Quarter- 
master, or  Secretary ;  and  if  he  be,  as  is  probable,  the  same  individual, 
a  Colonel  Roe  is  named  in  the  Perfect  Diurnall  as  connected  with 
the  regiment  of  Birch  when  he  was  no  longer  at  the  head  of  it,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  Ireland.''  That  he  held  a  post  of  inferior  rank 
when  this  account  was  written  is  evident  from  the  story.  Closely 
attached  to  the  person  of  his  Colonel,  and  holding  him  in  respect 
and  admiration  wdien  their  common  term  of  service  had  ceased, 
in  gratitude  for  past  favours  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  record  the  achieve- 
ments of  his  superior  officer,  having  been  for  the  most  part  an  eye 
and  ear  witness  of  what  he  has  related.  This  is  his  own  repre- 
sentation of  the  matter.     The  tone  and  expression  arc  highly  m 

»  History  of  Leominster,  by  the  Rev.  G.  F.  Towuseud,  109. 

^  Sept.  1-1,  161G.  [This  may  perhaps  require  a  slij^ht  modification.  Further 
research  has  sho%m  that  Birch  was  succeeded  by  irumi)hreys  in  the  command  (vf  tlu* 
regiment,  and  that  it  never,  after  all,  left  the  shores  of  luigland.  Eoc  may,  neverthe- 
less, have  obtained  the  command  of  some  other  body  of  troops;  and  from  the  internal 
evidence  afforded  by  Birch's  corrections  it  may  be  surmised  tliat  the  two  were 
separated  after  the  completion  of  the  memoir.] 
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cliaractcr  with  tliat  of  the  pnvty  in  whicli  t1icy  were,  liotli  engaged: 
but  the  peculiarity  •  of  this  attempt  at  biography  is  tlic  general 
employment  of  the  second  person  throughout  the  whole,  and  the 
reduction  of  it  into  the  semblance  of  an  epistolary  form. 

If  it  be  worth  inquiry  why  this  sliould  have  been  adopted  (as 
there  must  have  been  a  motive  for  so  singular  a  mode  of  expression,) 
in  what  the  inferior  officer  wrote  and  his  superior  approved,  it 
may  seem  that  out  of  compliment  to  the  latter  an'  opportunity 
was  afl'orded.  not  only  of  avoidin.g  egotism,  but  of  introducing 
circumstantial  traits  of  character  in  a  way  that  n:iodcsty  would 
hardly  have  allowed  Birch  to  use  in  speaking  of  his  own  exploits. 
To  some  it  may  appear  that  the  Colonel  might  perhaps  himself 
have  suggested  this  description  of  his  ov/n  doings  and  sayings  :  at 
any  rate  he  gave  it  his  sanction  by  correcting  it,  as  is  evident  to 
the  Editor,  with  his  own  hand.  It  must  be  admitted  that  l\oe  in 
his  zeal  to  exalt  the  Colonel  has  attributed  to  him  the  springs  and 
results  of  certain  successes  unnoticed  in  this  way  by  others  ;  but, 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  this,  the  reader  will  probably  be 
amused  by  the  earnest  deference,  amounting  almost  to  flattery, 
oddly  mixed  with  the  frankness  of  the  soldier  and  the  pious  ex- 
hortations and  licence  of  a  friend ;  while  he  calls  his  grateful 
attention  in  the  language  of  the  time  to  what  the  Colonel  had  been 
permitted  to  do,  as  well  as  to  the  perils  that  he  had  escaped,  and 
reminds  liim  of  vv'hat  he  mi<:i;ht  have  foro-otten. 

In  an  abridgment  tliat  has  been  subsecpiently  m.adc  from  tiie 
MS.  by  an  unknown  hand,  and  which  refers  the  autliorship  to 
Birch's  Quartermaster,  tlie  second  person  has  been  changed  to  tiie 
third.  This  i\IS.,  which,  singularly  enough,  contains  corrections  of 
its  own,  has  been  colhited  willi  the  original;  the  variations  will  be 
found  in  their  places,  but  the  alterations  by  Birch  in  Boe's  ^IS. 
are  alone  of  any  importance. 
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The  Editor  cannot  but  here  record  those  obligations  wliirh  have 
attended  the  origin  ami  progress  of  the  publication  of  this  volume, 
too  numerous  now  to  be  minutely  expressed :  some  of  those  to  whom 
he  has  been  indebted  have  long  passed  beyond  the  reach  of  grateful 
acknowledgment.  Among  these  he  may  be  allowed  to  name  the 
former  possessor  of  the  ^IS.,  to  whose  kindness  he  was  first 
indebted  for  a  transcript  of  it,  the  late  Samuel  Peploe,  Esq.;  the  late 
'Jliomas  Bird,  Esq.,  sometime  Town  Clerk  of  Hereford,  the  owner 
of  the  abridged  copy ;  the  late  Lord  Liverpool,  for  the  inspection  of 
the  Ottley  Papers  at  Pytchford;  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel,  for  per- 
mission to  examine  the  State  Paper  Ofhce;  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  Sir 
Frederic  ■\ladden,  and  the  officials  of  the  British  ]\Iuscum ;  with 
many  other  official  and  private  departed  and  living  friends,  parti- 
cularly the  Eeverend  John  Hopton  of  Canon  Erome;  the  lieverend 
Thomas  Powell  Symonds  of  Pengethly,  in  the  county  of  Hereford; 
and  two  ladies,  .^Irs.  Acton  of  Acton  Scott,  in  the  county  of  Salop,, 
a-nd  Lady  E.  V.  Plarcourt  of  The  Homme,  in  the  county  of  Here- 
ford, to  whom  he  owes  his  best  thanks  for  zealous  assistance  and 
valuable  information/"^  It  would  be  tedious  to  specify  the  various 
collections  to  which  he  has  had  recourse  for  printed  pam])hlcts  of 
the  period,  the  chief  of  which  have  been  in  the  Bodleian  Library, 
that  of  the  British  ]\Iuscum,  and  of  the  London  Institution. 

The  object  of  this  attempt  being  in  the  course  of  ilkistration  to 
communicate  a  variety  of  information  from  sources  not  easily 
accessible,  such  miscellaneous  matter  will  be  found  distributed 
according  to  convenience  between  the  Commentary  and  the  ^otos. 
It  may  be  best  at  once  to  premise  that  the  Commentary  sets  up  r^o 
pretension  to  rivalry  with  the  information  in  the  Text,  but  is 

"  [To  these  must  be  ikWciI  tlic.  names  of  Major  I'oploe  of  Gani.-t.>iie,  tlio  present 
proprietor  of  the  :MS.;  II.  W.  Banks,  Esq.;  J.  Stone,  K-^. :  A.  C.  Eanyura,  V.<i[.;  nud  the 
]lev^.  H.  Hubbard,  O.  A.  Hodgson,  T.  Woodhouse,  H.  W.  rhiUutt,  C.  J.  liobinscn.] 
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intended  cliicfly  to  be  so  far  explanatory  as  to  show  its  connection 
witli  the  events,  characters,  and  manners  oftlie  time.  Some  tilings 
will  be  added,  and  others  corrected,  as  occasion  may  require.  With 
reference  to  the  Title  of  this  narrative,  nothino;  more  has  been 
attempted  than  here  and  there  a  commonly  pictorial  representation, 
•where  they  occur,  of  the  incidents  of  war.  AVhatever  endeavours 
may  have  been  employed  towards  a  military  history  of  the  age,  it 
may  be  fiirly  considered  as  a  desideratum;  and  the  writer  may  be 
excused  if  he  should  appear  to  give  any  other  than  an  unpro- 
fessional view  on  the  subject  of  warlike  operations.  Indeed  the 
original  affects  no  more.  When  Bishop  Burnet  was  writing  his 
History,  he  is  said  to  have  received  a  hint  from  Marshal  Scliom- 
berg  not  to  interfere  with  military  affairs,  and  the  caution  might 
not  have  been  unnecessary.  The  modesty  of  Hampden  had  already 
anticipated  this  point:  when  requested  to  give  his  opinion  upon 
such  matters  his  expression  was,  "  Refer  that  to  soldiers — they 
understand  it." 

As  the  I\IS.  opens  somev/hat  abruptly,  and  leaves  us  in  the  dark 
concerning  Birch's  previous  occupation,  it  will  be  useful  to  premise 
a  short  review  of  public  and  private  aflliirs  at  the  city  of  Bristol, 
at  which  place  the  Memoir  discovers  him  to  us  when  the  curtain 
rises. 


HISTOPJCAL  INTEODUCTIO.X . 


No  sooner  had  the  war  broken  out  between  tlie  lunq  and  tlie 
Parliament  but  its  iniliience  was  felt  alono-  the  whole  line  ol"  tlic 

o 

River  Severn,  tl^rough  its  adjoining  counties,  and  tlie  places 
situated  on  its  banks  from  vShrcwsbury  to  the  sea.  Other  places 
had  their  share  in  the  effects  of  the  disturbance^  and  nmcli  internal 
distress  ensued. 

Before  the  battle  of  Edge-hill  Charles  I.  had  secured  Shrewsbury, 
and  selected  Colonel,  afterwards  Sir  Fiancis,  Ottley,^*  governor. 
Considerable  intercourse  that  had  long  existed  by  water  between  this 
town  and  Bristol  began  to  be  interrupted  by  the  state  of  afiairs. 
Ottley  had  hardly  been  invested  with  his  appointment  when  the 
follovv'ing  letter  reached  him  :  ^ 

Uppon  a  lener  rec:  from  Richard  Eeeve  which  is  conlirm'd  1"  word  of  moutli  P' 
Yonng  IJonry  licevei;  ;  I  have  P'^ly  in  Regard  of  myself  and  T'^ly  for  tlie  love  I  bear 
to  free  trade  made  bould  to  Trouble  yon  with  these  few  Lines  wlii<.]i  by  Order  1 
write  unlo  y'' Hon'' it  GpK-ars  that  whereas  1  sent  to  Shrev.-.sl)ury  by  riirhan!  Reo\c 
fower  butts  of  S^.L-k  yuu  have  made  seasnrc  or  at  least  stop  of  them  in  Slii-o>bnr}  as 
my  self  being  one  of  the  malignant       that  have  taken  np  Arms  against  the  King 


When  Giarles  I.  in  October,  1G12,  withdrew  from  York  to  Shrewsbury,  he  was 
attended  there  by  Sir  Francis  Ottley,  of  Pitchford,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  a  gerule- 
man  of  devoted  loyalty,  who  had  been  declared  a  delinquent,  Aug.  <>,  ]i]l'2,  and  to 
whom,  by  warrant  ck:ed  Oct.  11,  he  gave  command  nf>t  to  remove  out  of  that  county: 
"he  could  nc^r  think  of  sparing  him,"  was  his  cxprc-^on,  "till  tbc  priv-ent  great 
distractions  shouhl  be  Uiter  >eukd."  He  was  then  obontto  draw  out  bis  tones  from 
the  place  and  county.  Jan.  10  or  17,  he  was  app.ointcd  Ooxcrnorof  Sljrewsbury. 
Nichols,  ColiL-Ltanea,  v. 
^  Ottley  MSS. 
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whicli  God  forbid  and  1  r'suinc  yon  are  niisinforiu'd  in  tliat.  now  so  it  is  that  tlicrc 
being  a  free  tnidc  intended  between  Sbrowsbury  and  Jh  istoll  tlie  May^  my  <^nod  frend 
and  tlie  CoUonell  Essex  dc  desirc  by  no  means  the  least  Jarr  or  Oecasion  of  hrcaeli 
and  therefore  by  the  same  rule  thongh  they  might  have  madestopagof  the  Goods  and 
Trow  of  Sbrowsbury  yet  neither  they  nor  myself  desire  it,  but  they  liave  engaged 
tbemselves  to  me  to  make  good  the  4  butts  at  10'  a  butt  only  it  was  tliought  good  I 
should  write  unto  you  to  know  your  pleasure  and  if  you  wou'd  be  pleased  to  lett  my 
wines  be  disposed  off  According  as  I  shall  Ord''  and  according  to  free  Trade  which 
they  are  confident  off  (and  young  Henry  Reeves  Atirms  it)  tlicn  that  Hon'  w.ndd 
be  pleased  the  next  Spring  to  answer  this  my  letter  and  to  deidarc  if  I  shall  give 
Order  for  the  dispose  of  the  Wines  aforesaid  Avhich  will  make  it  to  Appear  that  yo"" 
Hon"  desires  a  free  trade  as  we  also  desire  and  for  myself  shall  be  ready  to  do  you 
any  Eesonable  service  and  so  rest  dcsireing  that  this  great  breach  and  misunder- 
standing may  be  made  up 

So  prays  y""  Lo  Frend 

Though  unknown 

JO:BlECII 

I  desire  to  send  my  Bro:  to  ShrcAvsbury  to  dispose  of 
the  Sack  there  and  some  other  Goods  I  shall  send  up  next 
Sprhig  If  y""  Hon''  please  to  give  way. 

Bristoll:  28^^  Jan:  lG-12 

To  the  Ilon^"'^'-'  S^  Francis  Oatly"  Govern^  of  the 
ToAMi  of  Sallop  these  P'scnt  P'  a  Freud  whom  . 
God  P'serve. 

We  have  here  at  once  the  future  Colonel  Birch  in  a  new  liiilit, 
together  with  a  brother,  subsequently  an  ofhcer  in  the  Parliament's 
service."  They  are  both  resident  at  Bristol,  and  eni:^aged  in  com- 
mercial enterprise.  It  appears  that,  according  to  the  common  usage 
then  existing,  the  brothers  were  general  merchants,  and,  if  not  in 
partnership,  were  acting  together.  John,  in  suitable  language, 
speaks  of  "  my  wineSj"  as  a  principal  in  the  house,  and  tliat  these 
had  been  stopped  in  Shrewsbury  :  he  mentions  also  other  goods 
that  he  intends  should  be  sent  uj)  and  disposed  of  by  his  brother  if 

[John  Birch  had  two  brothers,  Samuel  and  Thomas,  the  latter  of  whom  became 
Rector  of  Hampton  Bishop,  in  the  county  of  Hereford.  Sanuu  l  niu.-t  therefore  be 
the  one  here  referred  to.  He  reappears  as  ^Major,  comniauding  at  Hereford  in  his 
brother's  absence  in  1 01 7-8.] 
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matters  could  be  arranged.  The  letter  is  an  attempt,  acconipanied 
by  an  awkward  apology,  to  save  certain  articles  of  property  which 
existing  hostilities  had  placed  in  danger  ;  and  what  he  dwells  upon 
most  particularly,  the  free  trade,  is  an  allusion  to  the  setting  aside 
of  those  monopolies  that  had  given  so  much  public  oflencc,  and 
were  in  part  the  cause  of  the  existing  dispute.  He  wishes  at  the 
same  time  that  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  he  is  not  one 
of  those  who  entertain  hostile  opposition  to  the  Eoyal  cause:  Par- 
liamentarians -would  not  allow  that  they  were  doing  so.  The  mayor 
for  that  year  was  Richard  Aldworth,^  and  the  governor  (both  of 
whom  seem  to  have  ordered  him  to  write)  was  Colonel  Essex. 
This  latter  had  been  commanded  by  the  Lord  General  the  Earl  of 
Essex  to  proceed  to  that  city  and  seize  it  into  his  hands  for  the  Par- 
liament. Pie  did  so:  he  gained  an  entrance  by  stealth,''  and  con- 
trived for  the  time  being  to  suppress  the  Eoyalists.  Colonel  Essex, 
however,  in  the  end,  proved  more  of  the  Cavalier  than  the  Ptound- 
head,  to  the  neglect  of  his  duties  :  he  was  fond  of  mcrry-inaking, 
feasting,  and  dancing;  he  behaved  capriciously  to  Birch,  quarrelled 
with  him  overnight,  and  arrested  and  released  him  on  the  following- 
morning.^  Tliere  is  unquestionable  evidence  that  Birch  at  that 
time  was  captain  of  a  company  of  volunteers  that  had  been  raised 
on  the  part  of  the  Parliament  for  the  defence  of  Bristol.'^  The 

*  Aldworlii  was  a  merchant  who  had  accepted,  coniointly  with  Richard  "Wullastoii 
of  London,  a  contract  for  shirts  for  the  sokliers  in  Ii-el-ind.— Commons'  Journals, 
July  13,  1012.    A  proof  of  the  commercial  relation  hetween  the  two  towns. 

^  0^\ing  to  the  interference  of  tlic  mayoress  and  other  ladies,  whose  enireaties 
threw  the  mayor  and  corporation  off  their  guard.— Barrett,  Hist,  of  Bristol,  'JIG. 

«  His  temper  was  equally  ruigoveniahle  towards  Ins  own  men.  lie  acted  ^\  ith 
such  despotic  power,  says  Barrett,  that,  "  oil'cnded  with  one  of  the  soldiers  for 
modestly  asking  for  his  pay,  he  instantly  shot  him  through  the  head." — Hist,  i/t 
snj))'(i,  227;  IMcrc,  Anlicus,  Feh.  10,  1C12. 

•1  Ilargrave's  State  Trials,  i.  796. 
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irregularities  of  the  governor  were  reported  by  letters  to  Parliament, 
and  all  was  soon  , changed.  A  successor  was  found  for  him 
in  Colonel  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  the  eldest  son  of  Lord  Saye  and 
Sele,  who  proceeded  to  Bristol,  arrested  Essex  at  one  of  his  festive 
meetings,  confined  him  in  Berkeley  Castle,  and  took  his  place.''' 
Then  immediately  commenced  a  reign  of  severity  and  restraint : 
and  the  troubles  of  the  divided  citizens  increased  to  a  fearful 
height.  As  to  the  place  itself,  it  has  been  universally  agreed 
that,  though  but  a  city  of  the  second  class,  it  was  one  of  great 
importance  to  whichever  party  could  occupy  it ;  the  storehouse  of 
merchandize,  ammunition,  and  arms  ;  the  key  of  the  Eiver  Severn : 
but  internally  it  had  then  become  a  theatre  of  distraction  and  con- 
fusion. Trade  was  at  a  stand  ;  lists  of  the  names  of  the  lioyalist 
opponents  were  framed  ;  their  houses  were  searched  for  arms  ;  it 
was  dangerous  for  them  to  walk  abroad;  they  were  forbidden  to  go 
beyond  the  walls  under  pain  of  imprisonment.  The  populace  took 
advantage  of  the  disorder,  and  broke  loose,  as  was  the  case  in  many 
other  places,  according  as  either  side  held  the  ascendancy  over  those 
that  had  adopted  the  contrary  part.  The  temper  of  the  place, 
private  and  public,  was  that  of  a  general  w^rangle.  They  openly 
reviled  each  other,  and  the  King's  party  complained  that  their 

^  [A  remarkable  passage  occurs  in  a  letter  from  the  new  governor,  apparently  to 
his  father,  given  Ly  Se>  cr,  Memoirs,  ii.  326.  lie  complains  of  Essex  as  "  being  l)im>elC 
familiar  and  intimate  "witli  the  chief  malignants,  and  siding  with  them  against  the  good 
partie,  and  that  in  so  high  a  degree,  that  even  after  I  came  to  the  town  he  imprisuncd 
Capt.  Birclie,  who  is  and  always  was  the  most  active  man  in  the  t<nvn  for  tlie  I'urlia- 
mcnt,  and  swore  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  men,  nor  any  of  the  Eridge-nKii  (who 
arc  known  to  be  the  hoiicstest  men  in  the  town,  and  who  only  apjicared  in  their  arms 
for  ns  when  Prince  }\uport  came  before  tlie  town)  should  have  :iiiy  arms  or  any  com- 
mand in  the  city  ;  and  this  I  can  testifie  myself,  for  he  swore  it  deeply  in  my 
presence."  Fiennes,  it  uppears,  disarmed  some  of  the  citizens  avIio  had  been  armed  l)y 
Essex. — The  Earl  of  Stamford  had  said,  in  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  llcm-e 
of  Lords,  Dec.  10,  lG-12,  "I  tind  this  city  intinitely  well  affLCted  to  the  good  cau-e."] 
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adversaries  spat  upon  them  in  the  streets,  and  treated  them  con- 
temptuously: — Baxter apd  others  have  made  the  same  complaint 
in  AYofccstcrshire  and  elsewhere.  In  Hereford  it  was  past  en- 
durance.^ Such  proceedings  could  not  consist  with  a  sound 
condition  of  society.  The  King  by  proclamation  forbad  all  seamen 
to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  Parliament  :  that  portion  of  the 
population  were  strongly  attached  to  him.  The  new  governor 
published  a  counier-proclamation,  and  ordered  the  former  to  be 
burned  in  the  market-place.  lie  came  in  state  in  his  coach,  escorted 
by  a  troop  of  horse,  and  held  a  brace  of  pistols  to  the  breast  of  the 
common  crier,  whom  he  compelled  to  read  his  own  proclamation 
while  the  former  was  thrown  into  the  flames. 

Tidings  of  these  and  other  violent  proceedings  reached  the  King 
at  Oxford,  and  he  resolved  at  the  request  of  the  Royalists  to  send 
them  relief.  His  friends  were  accordingly  encouraged  in  secret 
to  expect  that  Prince  Piupert  was  coming  to  their  assistance.  They 
had  held  close  meetings,  and  communication  had  been  made  to 
Oxford  with  regard  to  the  day  and  hour  when  the  Prince  should  be 
received  by  tlu'owing  open  the  gates  for  his  admission.  It  was  to 
be  in  the  early  morning  of  tlie  8th  of  March  ;  a  signal  was  to  be 
given  by  ringing  the  bells  of  St.  John's  and  St.  Michael's  churches,^ 
when  the  guards  were  to  be  seized  at  Frome-gate  and  New-gate, 
and  the  King's  troops  admitted  into  the  city.  True  to  his  appoint- 
ment, the  Prince  had  appeared  on  Durdham  Down  with  about 
7,500  men.  Throughout  the  night  his  fires  at  the  bivouac  en- 
lightened the  horizon.    He  waited  till  tlie  morning,  but  all  had 

»  Life,  i.  40. 

b  Lady  Brilliana  llarlev's  Letters,  Camden  Society,  IS,  202,  ct  al. 

«  [In  a  letter,  apparently  by  AlJwortli,  it  is  stated  tliat  tlie  bells  of  three  cliurclies 
were  to  be  tolled.  ''Sc.  Nicholas'  bell  for  the  butchers,  St.  John's  bell  fur  the 
sailors,  and  St.  Jlichael's  bell  to  bring  do\ni  the  cavaliers."— Seyer,  :Menioirs,  ii.  351.] 
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been  silent  in  tlic  city,  and  he  withdrew  to  Oxford.  The  Royalists 
had  been  in  consultation  and  ready  to  receive  him,  but  intelligence 
of  this  had  reached  the  governor,  and  prompt  measures  had  been 
previously  taken.  Under  a  brief  knowledge  of  these  antcccdcins, 
to  which  many  might  be  added  from  the  numerous  epbemeral 
publications  of  the  times,  the  reader  may  proceed  with  advantage  to 
the  following  narrative  of  Hoe. 


,v 


MILITAEY  MEMOIR 
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COLONEL  JOHN  BIECH. 


Memoirs  of  some  xVctions  in  wliicli  Collonel  John 
Birch  was  engaged.    Written  by  his  Secretary." 


THE  MANUSCrJPT. 

[The  text  is  given  with  the  corrections,  additions,  and  alterations  of  Colonel 
Birch,  printed  in  italic  t}'pe:  the  original  reading  being  subjoined  at  the  foot  of  the 
page.  Where  there  is  no  mark  of  reference,  the  italic  word  or  passage  is  inserted 
hy  him. 

There  seems  reason  to  surmise  that  the  MS.  now  printed  is  not  the  autograph 
of  Roe,  and  that  it  may  possibly  have  been  transcribed  after  his  de})arlure  ior 
Ireland.  Blanks  occur,  from  time  to  time,  as  though  the  copyist  had  failed  to 
decipher  the  original — perhaps  very  illegibly  written — and  had  no  opj)ortuniiy  of 
referring  to  tlie  author;  and  mistakes  may  be  found  in  ptmctuation,  which  could 
hardly  have  arisen  except  in  the  process  of  somewhat  unintelligent  transcription. 
The  more  remarkable  of  these  have  been  indicated  in  the  foot-notes.] 

Hone  RED  Sik, — 

All  men  in  the  world  haue  one  maine  and  pringipall  v^orkc  to 
doe,  which  is  to  advance  tlie  glory  of  God,  that  being  the  very  end 
of  their  creation,  about  which  tliey  oiiglit  to  spend  their  choifest 
time,  whole  tresure,  and,  if  need  bee,  not  to  bee  spareing  of  their 
dearest  blood.  And  to  the  end  that  God  may  loose  noe  glorle,  nor 
such  as  hec  hath  made  instrumental!  in  an  extraordinary  way  may 
neither  bee  themselues  forgotten,  nor  forget  what  the  Lord  liath 
done  for  them,  I  haue  collected  these  pas?ages  of  God's  providence, 
though  weakly  yet  trucly,  every  passage  tliercof  being  of  my  owne 
knowledge  ;  which  though  I  haue  noe  reason  to  question  but  tliat 
God's  hand  therein  was  by  you  well  reniembred,  yet  1  eouhl  not 
doe  less  then  present  you  with  ^  short  notes,  which  haue  been  taken 

*  On  fly-leaf,  in  a  later  hand.  ^  "  my  "  cancelled. 
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by  mee  in  your  service  ;  wherein  soc  much  of  God  is  seen,  that 
I  shoukl  hauc  looked  vpon  iny  sclfc  as  an  eclipscr  of  his  glory,  if  1 
should  not  hauc  comittcd  tlic  same  to  paper.  And  in  the  first  place 
I  cannot  omitt  God's  great  goodncs  to  you  at  Bristoll,  when  Prince 
Rupert  came  before  it.  haueing  witli  him  about  7-300  meu,  Anno 
1642,^  hee  haueing  assurance  from  }^h\  Yeomans,  }>Ir.  Bowclier,  and 
others  in  that  cittie,  tliat  it  should  bee  deliverd  to  him,  the  L'"aurds 
surprised,  with  diverse  principall  persons ;  and I  supose  you  will 
never  forget  ^  the  message  deliverd  you  on  the  bridge  in  that  citiie, 
that  night  about  8  of  the  clocke  (vizt.)  :  that  before  the  next 
morneing  you  should  bee  a  dead'man;  and  that,  in  stead  of  ffeare 
and  llyeing  as  divers  others,  whose  presence  was  very  necessarv, 
and  profession  should  haue  taught  them  otherwise,  you  addrest 
your  selfe  presently  to  fmdc  out  where  those  parties  were  gathered 
together,  whoe  within  a  few  howers  were  to  act  that  treachery  ; 
which  indeavor  the  Lord  was  pleased  soe  to  order,  that  before 
eleaven  a  clocke,  you  had  about  one  hundred  clieife  men  in  your 
cusioch/,^  whereof  most  had^  been  leaders  in  that  worke  ;  for  whicli 
some  of  them  afterwards  deservedly  sufFercd;  and  the  Prince  hini- 
selfe  the  next  morneino-  returned  toward  Oxford  iviih  shame;  the 

o 

which  iL'orh^  God  particulcrly  honord  you  in.s 

■  After  y^\\iQ\\  ahout  7  monthes^'  the  said  Prince  comeing  agalne 
before  that  cittie  with  an  army  on  the  north  side,  and  Pi'incc 
Maurice,  his  brother,  with  Sir  Pialph  Hopton,  and  that  Western 
army  on  the  south  side,  against  whom  you  were  to  act  your  part, 
God  inabling  you  soe  to  doe.  And  although  the  place  offended  was 
weake,  ^t\A  Prince  Morris  and  the  Cornish  fo}'ces^  there  stormed 

This  was  iu  the  beginning  of  ^Mnrch  ;  and  therefore  1()42  iu  contemporaneous, 
1643  in  modern  reckoning :  a  discrepancy  rcqniring  careful  attention  iii  the  study 
of  the  times.    The  date  is  nuderlined  in  the  original] 

^  "  that  word  "  cancelled.  '  "  vi/.'"  cancelled. 

d  castle.  *  haue.  ^  time. 

g  *'  at  his  "  cancelled,  whh  a  blank  s})ace  following. 

^  Underlined,  orig.  '  the  Prince. 
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vs  often,  yett  neere  100  persons  of  honner  icearc  slainc  in  the  la-^t 
stoma',''  and  more  pri'Vate  soldiers  fine  times  ouer  the/i  icearc 
slaine^  n\  all  other  parts  of  tlie  cit^.'^  Notwithstandinrr  wliich, 
on  tlie  otherslde  the  clttie,  neere  Windndll  Fort,  tlio  line  ^vas 
vnhappily  entred,"^  for  I  cannot  call  it  stormed,^  because  at  that 
entrance  there  was  not  a  man  slaine  on  either  part.  xVnd  here  I 
might  envy  ^  against  men;  but  1  shall  forbcare:  it  \Youhl  but  weary 
you  to  heare  them  nanied.  Thus  was  that  i'amous  cittie  taken  -.md 
spoyled,  contrary  to  articles,  to.  the  eternall  shame  of  him  whoe  had 
the  conduct  of  that  army ;  which  though  noe  man  but  your  seh^e 
stayed  to  see,  yet  is  notoriously  knowne.  And  here  miraculously 
the  Lord  preserved  you  those  three  dayes,  in  the  midcst  of  those 
lyons,  when  soe  many  messengers  of  death  were  sent  vnto  you,  your 
sell'e  well  remembers:  and  his  hand  was  noe  less  seen  in  brinirinii 
you  to  London,  thorowe  them  all;  which  I  hope  you  will  never 
forget.  AYhitlier  being  come,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  many  at 
that  time,  both  great  and  small,  some  runing  to  Oxford,  others 
getting  pardons,  and  the  best  saveing  what  they  had  beyond  sea, 
God  caried  you  beyond  these  to  raise  a  foote  regiment,  by  the 
assistance  and  vnder  the  comand  of  Sir  Arthur  Haslerig,  (though 
vnder  your  own  whole  management)  and  the  truely  honerd  Sir 
William  A\^alier  as  generall.    And  before  I  do  proceed  further  I 

*  Inserted  in  a  space  left  purposely  blauk. 

^  luscrteil  in  a  spuce  left  purposely  blank;  "then  "  cancelled.  tliat  stornie. 

^  Underlined,  orig. —  [Seycr  says  (Memoirs,  ii.  -idi)  that  the  line  was  entered  by 
Colouel  "Washington,  making-  a  breach  in  it  near  a  barn,  at  or  before  siinri^ing;  and 
that  he  had  heard  old  persons  call  the  place  "Washington's  bridge,  i.e.  bi-e;udi.] 

The  ^vritcr  obviously  means  "  iuveigli,"  and  the  allusion  is  to  Ficunes  [and, 
j)erhaps,  also  to  Major  Langrish,  wlio  failed  to  charge  the  storjning  ]iarty  on  their 
entering  tlie  line]. 

'  "that  houerd  preserver  of  his  country,"  orig.  cancelled  by  Birch.  This  serves 
to  show  that  the  ]MS.  had  been  revised  sr,nie  time  after  it  was  written.  How  much 
soever  Colonel  Birch  and  his  secretary  might  originally  ha^  e  admired  Sir  A.  II- 
tliere  can  be  no  doubt  that  tlic  latter,  who  aetdl  un.ler  Cn.mweirs  u>ur[);irion,  and 
Birch,  who  retired  and  was  set  aside,  were  not  at  last  upon  terms.  [I'he  cancelled 
word  apjiears  to  have  been    patron,"  or  more  probably  *'  patroit  "■  ( .^/rj.] 
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cannot  chiise  but  put  you  in  minde  of  God'?  great  worke,  that  from 
the  day  you  marcht  out  with  that  foote  regiment  CDid  ichen  aftericards 
you  had  a  rcaiment  of  horse  also,  to  the  day  you  had  tlie  additionall 
honner  to  sitt  in  tlie  House  of  Commons,  never  any,  whither  horse 
or  ffoote,  vnder  your  comand,  came  away  with  the  worst,  as  I  sliall 
take  the  bouldnes  more  particulerly  to  put  you  in  minde.  And 
in  the  first  phace  at  Farnum  about  three  of  the  clocke  in  the  after- 
noone,  the  Lord  Hopton^s  army  and  Sir  AVilliam  Waller's  bei/ig 
drair'en  into  ^  batalia,  soe  soone  as  ever  your  regiment  of  foote  came 
into  the  ffeild  and  engaged,  ilie  Lord^  Ilopton's  army  in  hrdfe  an 
hoitre  retreat^Y/  in  disorder:  which  I  cannot  attribute  to  the 
strength  of  your  regiment,  but  God's  hand  then  shcweing  you 
w^hat  you  liaue  never  flaled  since  to  fmde;  (vizt.)  that  none  of 
his  enimies  should,  ever  stand  before  you.  Presently  vpon  this,  your 
great  hazard  in  lyeing  at  CvJtndale  ticoo  miles  from  Farnui/i,^  the 
enemi/*^  at  Alton,  tlieir  head  quarters,  but  4  miles  of,  and  Sir 
William  ^Valler's  head  quarters  at  Farnum;  whiclr  though  your 
quarters  was  hazardos,  yett  God  there  made  you  the  instrument  for 
the  sendijig  out  spies  and  discovering  their  fortification  soe  well, 
that  though  you  were  never  at  Alton,  yet  when  you  had  made 
all  ready,  you  did  aswell  knowe  where  there  trench  was  deepe  and 
wheare  shallowe,  and  where  to  enter,  as  if  your  selfe  had  ordered  tlie 
worke.  Xav,  lett  mce  never  forgett,  and  1  hope  you  never  will, 
that  deliverence  God  gaue  you  on  tlie  hills  short  of  the  towne  that 
morneine  goeing  out;  where  G  of  those  enimies  scouts,  fhouah^  they 
had  7/ou  amongst  them,  were  not  able  to  carry  you  prisoner  to  the 
towne,  but,  contrarywise,  suflerd  you  to  bring  the  comander  of 
them  away  j>riso)ier  back  to  our  oicne  arn/f/,  liaueinci  hut  tlie  helpe 
of  ticoo  more,  God  giueing  "  you  that  as  an  earnest  of  that  great 
mercy  he  gaue  you  a  few  houres  after  ;  where  hee  made  you  the 


were  d^a.^vtilig  in. 

In.s.tned  in  a  >pacc  left  puri)o.'^ely  blank, 
thought.  f  gon. 


did  not  tlicii. 
^  evening. 

?  prisoners.    God  g.'nc. 
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leader,  first  to  enter  that  towne,  then  the  church-yard,  ^v]lerc,  a 
man  would  haue  assuredly  thought,  must  haue  been  your  burieing 
place.  Xay,  at  the  entring  of  that  church,  dreadful  to  see  the 
enemy  openinq  the  doore  ichen  ready  to  reeeuc  you  icitli  their  pik-es 
and  inushets^  the  horses  slaine  in  the  allies,^  of  which  the  enimy 
made  brestworks,  tlie  churchyard  as  xcell  as  the  church  he'ui<j 
couered  with  dead  and  icounded^  amonysi  ivhont  you  long  strugled^ 
witnesseth  the  Lord's  wonderfull  protection:  from  which  dayes 
service  you  escaped  with  a  few  dry  blowcs  with  the  musket  stockes 
of  those  whoe  afterwards,  soe  many  as  were  liveing  and  able,  were 
caried  prisoners  to  Farnum ;  the  choicest  men,  for  soe  many,  that 
were  taken  since  the  beginning  of  theis  warrs.  And  loiig  you 
rested  not,  after  this  story,  before  your  generall  Sir  "\A'illiam  AValler 
attempted  further,  which  was  liis  march  towards  Arundell,  begun 
from  Farnham  the  {omteentli^  day  of  December,  IG^^;^  which 
was  prosecuted  with  such  speed  that  tlie  16.  day  at  night  followeing 
the  head  quarters  was  in  Arundell  parke,  where  your  lodgelng 
with  many  others  was  vnder  the  best  spred  trees.  In  the  morncing 
at  the  breaking  of  the  day  the  enimy  and  some  partie  of  ours  begun 
to  skirmisli,  which  conthiued  vntill  about  of  the  clocke,  at 

which  time  ]Maior  Generall  Potley  comanded  your  selfe  with  about 
1/^00  ^  men  to  storme  the  eneniis  rainpier^  icithin  which  thear  army 
urns  drawne  vp ;  ^  which  was  conceived,  by  more  then  my  sclfc, 
hee  did  on  purpose  to  haue  you  cutt  off,  for  your  being  too  active 
a  few  dayes  before  at  iVlton,  there  being  double the  number 
of  infantry  of  tlie  cnony^  besides  a  great  body  of  horse,  to  those 
you  stormed  with,  and  noe  horse  of  ours  could  get  order  to^ 
assist  you.  But  God  orderd  it  otherwise  by  his  owne  flingcr,  though 
it  cost  you  good  store  of  your  blood.    I  question  not  but  that 

["^  aisles?    See  Historical  ^S'oticcs,  N.  "\Vallinf.4()n,  i.  -ll,  70.] 
b  th.  42. 

scaven.  "  700. 

f  towTie.  6  '*  of  "  cancelled. 

^  in  the  towne.  '  did. 
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deliverance  you  will  remember,  yet  give  mee  leave  to  present  to 
you  what  1  remember  to  helpe  your  nicmory  loaden  with  sundry 
things.  At  the  same  instant  and  to  my  best  remembrance  that  the 
faleing  on^  was  thus:  (vizt.)Sir  William  AValler's leiftcnniint  collonol 
was  marching  vp  the  narrow  lane,  witli  about  three  hundred  muske- 
teers;^ which  your  selfe  perceaveing,an'd  being  nere  ready  your  selfeto 
ffall  on,  not  likeing  his  rash  attempt,  you  vnhorsed  the  London  scoute 
master  whoe  at  that  instant  stood  by  where  you  weredi  aweing  the  men 
into  divisions,  and  speedily  ridd  that  horse  to  the  van  of  that  partie  of" 
ffoot,  and  turned  again^  the  leiftenant-collonel  and  his  partie,  and 
drew  them  into  the  hoUowe  of  tlic  lane  out  of  the  cnimies  shott, 
which  tooke  place  on  7  or  8  of  that  partie,  as  you  iceare  spelrmge^ 
before  they  could  bee  secured,  which  retreat  caused  a  great  shout 
from  the  enimy,  not  fcareing  your  comeing  on  againe.  About  a 
quarter  of  an  hower  after  this,  you  were  ready  with  your  men  in 
3  divisions;  on  the  left  hand  marclicd  the  aforesaid  leiftennant 
collonel  with  about  200  muscateers;  on  the  right  hand  your  owne 
maior  Cotsforth and  twoe  hundred  muscateeres;  in  the  body  your 
selfe,  40  paces  backe,  with  ilie  resf,^  pikes  and  muskets.  Thus 
marching  on,  the  enoiuj^  letting  flly  very  thicke,  you  not  likeing 
your  maior's  pace  whoe  was  marching  before  you  on  the  rijld 
hand,  but  indeed  more  softly  then  you  vsed  to  'doe  in  such  a 
shoure,  you  comanded  the  captens  where  you  were  to  come  on 
speedilv,  and  you  ran  vp  to  the  maior's  partie  then  about  40  paces 
short  of  the  enimy's  line;  wdiere  they  being  almost  at  a  stand  your 
example  drew  theni  on  instantly  to  enter  that  line,  vnto  which 
your  selfe  first  entrcd,  though  it  was  intricate  to  gett  over  that 
steep  line;  but  one  assisting  another,  instantly  there  was  neere  200 
entred ;  in  which  instant  of  time,  before  the  rest  could  enter,  (and 

a  stovme.  ^  niuscatcors.  ^  ag-viust. 

This  may  have  been  the  Cotsforth  wlio  had  been  a  captain  in  Lord  Brook's 

regiment.  Lord  Brook  ■was  sUiiu  at  Lichfield  ^[arch  2,  1G12.  I'eacock,  I'arlia- 
nientary  Army  List,  :3:k 

e  three  or  at  the  most  400.  evening. 


Oi 


COLON KL  JOHN  BIRCH. 


7 


the  great  ffishpond  lieing  between  our  ^  ariny  and  tlic  place 
where  you  entred,  soe  that  the  cnimy  sawe  you  could  not  quickly 
bee  releived,)  o?l^'  came  they  with  about  100  gentlemen  reformadocs 
on  horseback  besides  ffoot  and  other  troups  of  horse,  and  crave 
your  disordcrd  foote  at  that  very  instant  o['  entry  such  a  cliarge, 
tliat  they  layd  many  ilat  to  the  ground,  ».<  well  as  i/u>'r  selfe. 
The  rest  went  backe  over  the  line  with  groat  speed;  and  I  tliink  I 
may  say  truly  not  one  man  stayed  within  the  line,  except  those  that 
were  slaine,  wounded,  or  prisoners,  but  your  selfe;  whoe  leaning*- 
on  the  line  with  one  hand,  and  your  halbard  in  the  other,  the 
enimies  horse  could  not  fall  vpon  you  but  to  their  great  loss, 
bestoweing  some  few  pistolls  on  you;  but  God  would  not  haue  vou 
then  hitt;  and  indeed  you  hnd  never  escaped  soe,  had  it  not  been 
for  those  musketeers,  who  lieing  neare  you  on  the  topp  of  the  line 
kept  of  the  hoi'se  at  present,  and  made  some  ffew  to  ffall;  soe  that 
they  were  forced  to  drawe  further  ojY  and  there  stand:  in  whicli 
place  (neither  could  they  indeed  long  continue;  for  the  rest  of  the 
musketeers)  followeing  the  example  of  those  by  you,  got  on  top  of 
the  line  and  from  thence  fir(c)ed  soe  hott  on  the  enimies  horse,  that 
they  were  gladd  to  withdvawe.  Thus  God  gaue  you  possession  of 
the  enimies  ground^  the  second  time:  which  efect/^d,  your  great 
care  was  to  make  w^ay  for  sorne^  honest  captaines^  of  horse  and 
their  ^  trainc,  which  voluntarily  came  vp  to  your  assistance : 
which  being  done,  imediatly  whilcst  you  were  putting  those  horse 
and  foote  in  order,  whose  number  were  both  about  eight^v,';/ 
hundred,  the  enimy  looked  vpon  them  contemptably ;  and  there 
vpon  drew  fortli  ^  to  fall  on  you  neere  the  towne  walle,  wdierc  you 
were  between  the  enimies  twoe  lines,  ulnd  their  horse  and  foote 
doeing  their  vtrno&t^  2ii  this  instant  was  tliat^  gallant  Scott  slaine, 

a  the.                     ^  received)  out.  ^  vuJ.er  there  inner  line. 

^  forced.  ^  first  line, 

f  an.                       ^  cnptaine.  his. 

*  "  of  Maricgate  "  cancelled.  but  not  without  danger  of  sliott. 
'  alsoe. 
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whoe  had  vowed  that  day,'  afore  hec  went  on,  tliat  hec  woidd 
never  flee  further  from  you  then  the  length  of  your  lialberd,  saying 
hee  would  sticke  to  you  whilcst  you  lived,  but  hce  would  be  necr  to 
the  intent  hee  might  examine  your  pockets  when  you  foil ;  v.'hich  God 
called  him  vnto  first.  At  this  instant,  tJie  eneinij  sponlutg  their  shot. 
at  too  great  a  distance^  your  order  was  to  horse  and  footc  instantly 
to  assault  the  enimy  ;  your  selfe  with  chcrefuU  speech  assureing 
they  would  not  stand,  which  proved  accordinglie.  For  the  enimy, 
feeling  the  force  of  the  shott  poured  on  them  ^  with  three  ranks 
at  a  time,  after  short  time  gaue  grond,  and  your  selfe  entred  the 
towne  with  them,  scarce  knoweing  freind  from  foe  ;  the  enimy  as 
much  as  they  could  betakeing  themselues  to  the  castle  ;  into  which 
place  your  comand  was  to  enter  with  them.  At  which  instant 
Sir  William  Waller's  leiftennant  collonel,  whoe  but  then  you 
incouraged  by  clapping  your  hand  on  his  shoulder,  your  hand 
noe  sooner  of  but  hee  was  shott  dead  ;  and  your  selfe  not  gone 
aboue  20  paces  further  received  that  ivonder  ^  of  God's  mercy, 
the  shott  in  your  belly,  which  deliverance  to  you  was  soe  great 
that  I  cannot  speake  of  it  without  admiration;  and  the  more  at 
the  hand  of  God  soe  assisting,  that  though  you  kept  in  your  gutts, 
stoping  the  hole  with  your  finger,  yet  none  knew  it  vntill  you  had 
slaine  or  taken  prisoners  the  enimy  then  about  you,  and  ordcrd 
your  men  to  drawc  into  a  body  on  one  side  the  street,  where  the 
shott  had  not  such  power:  and  then  pretending  you  must  turne 
to  the  wall,  giveing  a  captcn  by  you  private  notice,  you  went 
towards  the  Parke  house,  as  if  noe  such  shott  had  been,  vjitili  your 
spirritts  yeilded  and  your  selfe  sunke,  and  were  then  caried  to  the 
lodghouse  aforesaid  with  life  in  you,  but  suposed  by  all  to  bee 
past  cure,  this  being  about  9  in  the  morneing;  when  ^  you  ireare 
laid  with  many  others  on  the  flloore,  groveling,  and  to  the  chirurgeons 
not  soe  much  probabilitie  of  life  apeared  as  to  bestowe  a  dressing/^ 


*  fnceing  about  the  maiue  volley  of  shott  which  you  poured  on  them. 

^  wound.  and.  "you  hiy  "  caTicelled. 
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Thus  you  laye  vntill  about  6  at  night;  at  v/hlch  time  being  as 
you  were  in  the  morneing,  the  chirurgeons  thought  to  adventure 
a  dressing,  and  to  bestowe  soe  much  paines  as  to  carry  you  vp  vnto 
a  bed.  Thus  haue  I  presented  you  witli  Gods  great  worke,  much 
of  ii  carryed  on  by  ^  your  liand  that  day,  and  the  great  mercy  in 
your  deliverance,  which  I  hope  will  never  bee  worne  out  of  your 
minde.  I  beseech  you,  remember  the  17.  day  of  December  1643. 
That  castle  in  a  few  dayes  after  being  yeilded,  therein  was  iTound 
twelue  hundred  men,  besides  those  that  were  slaine,  fled  and 
taken  prisoners  at  the  entry  of  the  towne:  which  number  I  the 
rather  mention,  to  make  more  plainly  appear  Gods  hand,  that 
these  should  bee  driven  into  the  castle  by  so  smale  a  noinbcr} 
This  done,  the  army  -  quartered  in  Sussex  the  rem.ainder  of  that 
winter;  and  your  selfe  in  London,  to  bee  cured;  which  was  soe 
blest  of  God  that  you  went  backe  perfectly  whole  to  Arundell,  the 
6th  day  of  i\Iarch  followeing:  within  5  dayes  of  whicli  time  the 
army  rose  out  of  there  winter  quarters,  the  wether  being  very  faire, 
and  marched  towards  Als/ord,^  wheare  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  was  at 
the  heade  of  an  army  of  great  strength  ;  ^  which  army  on  the 
25.  of  March  followeing  you  had  sight  of  marching  on  the  plaine 
towards  you  in  batalia :  vpon  which  you  drew  vp  by  Sir  A\'illiam 
Waller  and  Sir  William  Belfores  comand,  and  faced  one  another 
most  part  of  twoe  dayes  at  cannonshott  distance.  While  the  army 
was  at  that  posture  a  councell  of  warr  was  called,  at  which  it  was 
resolued,  as  1  haue  heard  (vpon  the  defeat  of  the  Parliaments  forces 
at  Newarke  and  in  the  North,)  to  make  fiers  and  retreat;  which  being 
sore  against  your  minde,  whoe  then  was  capten  of  the  watch,  you 
vsed  these  words  to  Sir  Arthur  Ilaselrieg,^  that  surely  wee  did 
feare  whither  that  v/ere  Gods  cause  wee  had  in  hand:  for  did 
wee  assuredly  belecue  it^  when  hee  called  vs  to  fight  with  liis 
eneimes,  wee  should  not  run  from  them;    fur  mans  extrcmitie 

"  Inserted  in  a  space  purposely  left  blank.  ei_L;lit  iHunlreil.  Alfurd. 

<i  for  the  King.    About  5,000  foot  and  3,000  hovsc. — Clarendon,  ii. 

"  publiqncly. 
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is  God3  oppertunitie.  Yet,  notwitlistandlng  that  order  of  the 
councell  of  vrarr,  you  disposed  it  so,  being  then  captain  of  the 
watche,  that  the  parties  on  botli  sides  were  in  the  night  soc  engaged 
that  there  was  noe  marching  off  without  a  palpable  discovery. 
Therefore,  according  to  your  desire,  the  army  kept  their  ground, 
and  the  next  morneing,  by  breake  of  the  day,  drew  into  batalia,  your 
place  being  with  your  regiment  in  the  maine  battle.  And  presently 
1000  muskateeres  were  drawne  out,  to  make  good  the  wood  on  the 
right  vring;  and,  contrary  to  your  desire,  put  vnder  the  comarid  of 
Leiftennant  Collonel  Layton,  whome  you  said  did  sweai'c  too  hard 
to  haue  God  with  him.  However,  hee  wxnt  and  tooke  possession 
of  the  wood  :  but  stayed  not  aboue  halfe  an  hower  before  the 
enemies  foot,  vnder  Collonel  Apjjlei/ard,  beat  them  clearly  out,  and 
tooke  possession,  pursueing  our  men,  whose  heells  ^  then  vrere 
their  best  weapon,  to  the  amazement  of  our  whole  army.  One 
passage  then  I  cannot  omitt.  It  fell  from  Sir  Arthur  Haslerig, 
which  was  thus:  seeing  our  men  put  to  soe  shamcfull  a  route, ^ 
turned  to  your  selfe  saying,  "  Xow,  Collonel,  haue  you  flighting 
enough?"'  Your answere instantly  given  was,  "  Sir,  this  is  but  a  rub; 
wee  shall  yet  winn  the  cast :"  *^  and  you  further  added  that,  whereas 
your  selte  and  regiment  were  now  in  the  maine  body,  might  you 
haue  order  to  marcli  with  your  regiment  to  make  good  the  right 
■\ving,  you  would  quickly  set  all  right  againe:  which  comand 
imediatly  by  Sir  ^Villiam  AValler  was  given  you,  and  by  your  selfe 
instantlv  executed;  and  the  enemy  soe  turned  in  his  pursute  that  hee 
thought  it  best  to  saue  himselfe  by  speedy  draweing  ofl^,  leaveing 
tbe  wood  to  your  pleasure  to  the  great  comfort  of  our  army.  This 
brought  on  the  engagement  of  scuerall  hodi/s  of  foote  vnder  Sir 

*  hearts.  ^  retreat,  altcrcl  by  Koc. 

«  The  cheerful  allnsion  to  boAvls  tells  us  that  lloundhcads  as  Avell  as  Cavaliers 
amiised  themselves  wirh  this  favourite  game.  The  King  hiTn>elf  iiululcred  in  ii 
while  he  was  m  his  confinement  at  Carisbrooke  Castle  ;  and  his  sou  during  his 
escape  was  nearly  detected  by  a  party  that  were  playing  at  it  when  he  arrived 
amoug  them  at  Bristol. — J.W. 


COLONEL  JOHN  BIRCH. 


11 


Richard  Browne  and  others^  ichoe  did  e.rceeding  iceUj  and  also  of 
the  horse,  which  with  groat  violence  and  various  success  continued 
vntill  about  4  in  the  aftcrnoonc;  at  which  time  twoe  thousand  mus- 
katceres  were  drawne  out  at  your  request ;  one  thousand  whereof 
on  the  left  wing  were  comanded  by  Collonel  Rea,  whoe  did  very 
gallantly,  the  rest  by  your  selfe  on  the  right  wing;  all  the  rest  of 
the  army  being  to  second  them.  Those  twoe  great  parties  went  on 
with  such  success,  that  in  one  houre  the  enimies  army  was  between 
them,  all  our  horse  and  foote  comeing  on  in  the  front  of  them.  The 
first  thing  that  I  could  perceive,  they  puld  of  their  collours,  thrust 
them  in  their  breeches,  thrcw^  downe  tlieir  arms,  and  fled  confused. 
Your  selfe  and  others  hot  in  pursute  had  not  followed  them  above 
100  paces  into  their  owne  ground,  before  one,  whome  T  shall  not 
name,  overtooke  you,  comanded  you  to  stand :  but  for  what  end  I 
never  yet  could  tell,  except  it  was  to  give  the  enimy  leave  to  runn 
away,  and  carry  away  there  cannon;  sure  I  am  you  stood  there  3 
quarters  of  an  houre,  vntill  the  enimy  was  far  enough.  The  reason  is 
too  deepc  for  mee  to  give :  only  this  I  am  sure  of ;  had  the  enimies 
comander  in  cheife  been  there,  hee  could  not  haue  comanded  any 
thing  more  advantagious  to  them.  Thus  was  that  dayes  victory 
gayned;  vnto  which  I  make  bould  to  add,  that  it  was  indeed  a 
victory,  but  the  worst  prosecuted  of  any  I  ever  sawe.  After  this 
battle,  fought  the  28.^  of  March  1G44,  noe  great  matters  were 
done  the  begining  of  that  summer,  but  marching  vp  and  downe: 
only  Winchester  cittio  surprised  ;  in  Avhich  your  guide  might 
well  haue  caused  you  to  miscarry  :  whoe  being  to  guide  you 
to  a  lov/e  place  in  the  wall,  your  selfe  being  a  stranger,  when 
hee  came  about  on{e)  hundred  paces  short,  and  the  enimy 
fircing  a  few  muskets,  (as  hee  said)  hee  was  soe  hastily  taken 
hee  must  needs  presently  vn truss,  leaueing  you  to  finde  the  lowest 
place  in  the  wall  your  selfe  ;  which  God  soe  directed  you  vnto, 

*  20th,  Symonds,  Rusluvovili,  Dugdalc,  Clarendon;  who  calls  it  "a  very  doleful 
entering  into  the  beginning  of  the  year  lG-1 1." 
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that  with  the  helpe  of  your  Lacklers  you  were  in  before  the  cniniy 
could  make  any  head.  After  this  your  march  was  after  a  few 
dayes  backe  to  Farnum  ;  and  shortly  after  by  order  of  the  ParHament 
to  meet  his  Excellency  the  Earle  of  Essex  neere^  Oxford  to  keepe 
in  the  King  with  that  army  hee  had  there:  notwithstanding  which, 
the  King  marclied  out  and  speedily  went  towards  Worcester.  I 
would  bee  loth  to  say  what  pass  b.ce  had :  only  it  is  strange  hee  could 
march  fFrom  twoe  armyes  both  stronger  then  hee;  and  yet  hee 
received  noe  considerable  loss:  nay,  hardly  any  thing  attempted 
vpon  him.  Vpon  this  his  Excellence  was  pleased  to  comand  Sir 
AVilliam  Waller  to  ftollowe  the  King,  and  hiraselfe  would  march 
into  the  AYest,  which  was  done.  His  journey  into  the  "West  I 
sawe  not;  but  many  more  then  my  selfe  heard  of  it.  For  our 
followeing  the  King,  it  was  very  tedious  for  about  6  weeks;  at 
last  hee  was  gott  to  Oxford,  and  there  draweing  out  what  ilbot  hee 
could,  marched  out  northv'/ard,  as  was  supposed  to  meet  Prince 
Rupert  neere  Banbury.  Our  army  came  within  veiwe  of  him,  and 
both  were  drawne  vpp  supposeing  an  engagement.  A  foi-lornc 
hope  of  fifteen  hundred  muscateers  was  drawne  out  to  fldl  on 
the  horse;  which  notwithstanding  was  not  done  that  day,  ncitlicr 
on  the  second  day.  The  third  day  the  King  drewe  of  on  the 
north ^  side  the  river.  Sir  William  Waller  marclit  speedily  after  *^ 
on  the  south  side;  and  although  the  Kings  army  was  in  our  veiw 
before  vs,  yett  that  gallant  bodie  of  musketeeres  must  bee  drawne  to 
secure  the  reare.  These  are  pollicies  in  warr  far  beyond  my  reason : 
yet  this  was  occasioned  thereby:  the  regiments  that  had  the  van 
were.  Sir  William  AVallers,  j\laior  Generall  Potleies  and  Collonel 
WeamSy^  and  the  5  companies  from  Farnham :  these  regiments 
at  their  best  would  not  all  make  1200  men;  but  all  this  time  many 
of  their  choice  men  were  in  that  bodie  of  musketeers  vsually  called 
*  at. 

^  [Roe  has  here,  as  in  a  subsc([ucTit  passaL^e,  mistaken  tlie  points  of  the  compass. 
For  N.  and  S.  we  must  read  E.  and  W.] 

c  *'  him  "  cancelled.  Wemies. 


i  - 


COLONEL  JOHN  BIRCH. 


13 


a  forlorne  liope,^  were  vsed  for  a  reare  gaurd.''  Soe  the  regiincnts 
aforesaid,  conirarij  to  yoiir  desire  afirmcing  the  K'nnj-^  annij  Jesired 
to  drawe  vs  oner  Croperdi/  bridge^  went  over  the  bridge,^  and  with 
the  horse  fell  into  the  midle  of  the  Kings  army  on  the  other  side  tlie 
bridge;  which  at  the  first  promised  a  glorious  victory.  But  wlien 
there  begun  to  bee  need  of  shott,  and  that  tlie  Kings  army  began  to 
drawe  vp,  then  it  was  found  there  was  in  these  regiments,  cullers, 
pikes,  lether  guns;  but  our  shott  was  in  the  reare, ^  as  aforesaid;  which 
the  enimy  fiudeing,  suddenly  fell  on,  the  bridge  being  narrowe, 
that  those  regiments  that  were  strong  could  not  speedily  get  over 
to  their  releife:  soe  that  the  enimy  tooke  all  their  guns,  in  number 
twelue,  divers  of  their  cullers,  and  about  fine  lacndred^  men,  the 
rest  looseing  their  arms,  comeing  of  through  the  river:  and  had 
not  the  regiment  of  Tower  Hamblets,  whoe  were  then  marcliing 
over  the  bridge  in  the  reare  of  tlie  other  regiment,  at  your  earnest 
request  stoutly  made  good  the  bridge,  our  whole  army  ?  had  been 
in  great  danger.  This  was  the  substance,  I  doe  humbly  conceive, 
of  that  ingagemcnt,  which  by  your  selfe  for  the  manner  was  soe 
publiquly  spoken  against  both  before  and  after.  Imediately  vpon 
this  the  Kings  army  drew  vpp  on  the  North  side  the  river,  ours 
on  the  South  side  the  bridge.^^  They  made  as  though  they  would 
attempt  the  pass  tliat  day,^  and  sundry  times  the  next  day:  but  the 
second  night  they  made  many  great  fires,  by  the  light  of  which 
they  marched  towards  Oxford;  soe  that  in  the  morneing,  when  wee 
expected  an  ingagement,  there  was  noe  enimy  within  eight  miles 
of  vs.  Soe  they  marclit  to  Oxford,  and  thence  after  the  Lord 
Gencrall  into  the  AVest;  wee  to  Xorthampton,  and  thence  to 
Abbington;  where  for  very  vexation  your  selfe  impaired  your 
health,  a^^fZ  left  tlie  army;  your  regiment  theare  being  turned  to 

*  "  but  nowe  Avhcn  the  King  was  in  the  van,  tlicy  "  cancelled. 

"  such  pollicie  was  vsed  "  cancelled.  "  called  Croperdy  "  cancelled, 

d  "just"  cancelled.  .  tij^i-e "  cancelled.  ^250? 

.  e  "  else  "  cancelled.  *'  kept  by  vs  "  cancelled. 

»  Clarendon  gives  the  date  June  29  ;  Dugdale,  June  30,  1C41. 
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dragoons  :  your  selfe  was  '  sent  for  to  take  comand  of  the  Kentisli 
regiment;  soe  tliat  X  lieere  obseruc  that  tlie  same  day  you  had  your 
comissioD  for  Lciftennant  Colloncl  to  Sir  Arthur  Ilaslerig,  (wlioe 
notwithstanding  would  never  doe  any  thing  as  colloncl  of  footc, 
delighting  all  in  horse,)  I  say,  the  very  day  tweluc  month,  you  had 
your  comission  for  collonel  of  the  Kentisli  regiment  aforesaid,  witli 
which  from  Knole  in  Kent  you  marcht  out  the  2d  day  of 
September  1644.  You  had  noe  sooner  received  that  regiment, 
which  indeed  was  gallantly  sett  out  by  the  gentlemen  of  Kent,  but 
you  were  comandcd  by  Sir  AVilliam  Waller  to  march  westward, 
which  you  did  without  one  dayes  rest  vntill  you  came  to  AVeymoth. 
Before  which  time  that  great  defcatc  was  given  to  my  Lord 
General!  in  the  AVest,  which  occasioned  you  forthwith  to  bee 
comanded  for  to  take  shipp,  and  goe  for  the  secureing  of  Pliraouth, 
then  in  bad  condition,  haueing  lost  most  of  their  men  in  Cornwall: 
in  which  voyadge  to  Plyjuouih  God  soe  blest  you  that  the  next 
day  you  ariued  there:  and  a  fewe  dayes  after  the  King  seing  noe 
hopes  to  gaine  that  place,  left  the  w^esterne  forces  before  it,  and 
marcht  eastward.  It  would  bee  tedious  to  count  the  many  stormos 
made  by  the  enimy  dureing  the  sixe  monthes  of  your  aboad  tlicrc : 
I  shall  only  put  you  in  minde  of  one,  wherein  the  Lord  was  greatly 
seen  on  your  behalfe;  which  was  the  storme  by  them  made  in  January 
1644,  about  ii.  at  night.  The  shott  then  begining  to  tliundcr,  your 
regiment,  8  companies  of  them,  the  rest  being  then  on  the  gaurds, 
made  good  hast  tu  your  lodging,  and  thence,  in  as  good  order  as 
that  blacke  and  darke  niglit  would  adnutt,  hycd  towards  that  part 
of  the  line,  where  the  malne  busincs  was.  At  which  place  your 
comeing  sooner  then  was  expected  found  the  enimy  entred,  but 
disorderd;  there  cheife  ayme  being  to  take  the  2  works  on  the  line: 
the  greater  whereof  they  being  then  hott  about,  v/hich  was  that  night 
kept  by  one  of  your  captaincs  and  46  men,  and  well  defended; 
for  which  his  gallant  defence  hce  received  a  peece  of  plate: 
*  and  from  tlicncc  ^vcrc. 
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you  quickly  sett  tliem  tlicnce,  leaucing  bchlnde  them  obout  6o 
slainc  in  tlie  place.  The  next  worke  to  this  being  quiett  as  if  it 
had  nothing  concerned  them,  you  presently  comanded  your  men  to 
iibllowe  you  thither;  which  being  done,  as  fast  as  men  could  rune 
in  soe  darke  a  niglit,  when  you  came  within  a  pike's  lengtli,  they 
in  the  fort  bid  "  Stand;  whoe  are  you  for  ?"  you  answereiiig  "  For 
the  Parliament,"  they  fired  to  purpose.  Your  sclfe  then  perceiveing 
it  was  taken  by  the  enimy  said  it  was  safer  to  goe  on  then  retreat : 
vpon  which  all  run  on:  the  fort  was  taken,  and  66  alive  and 
dead  of  the  enimy  taken  therein;  and  Collonel  Aruudell  the 
comander  of  that  partie  there  taken,  whose  sword  you  yet  wearc. 
This  was  one  amongst  many  of  those  great  deliverances  and 
successes  God  gave  you  there.^  The  enimy  at  last  being  weary  of 
their  seidge,  and  draweing  of  Avithin  14  dales  after,  you  by  the 
comand  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfaxe  were  called  thence.  But  before  I 
proceed  with  what  past  after  you  were  with  your  regiment  called 
thencC)  give  mee  leaue  to  remember  you  how  you  spent  the 
monthes  time  in  which  you  were  absent  from  Plymouth,  being 
part  of  the  monthes  of  September  and  October,  1644,  at  which 
time  for  want  of  suplies  for  your  regiment  you  were  forced  to  take 
a  journy  to  London.  And  there  in  a  few  dayes  rei;eaveing  your 
dispach,  in  your  way  backe  you  came  vnto'^  Bozing  Stoake, 
where  his  Excellency  the  Earle  of  Essex,  Sir  William  Waller,  with 
the  Earle  of  Manchester  then  lay  with  the  armys'^  vndcr  their 
comand;  the  King  with  liis  army  lieing  about  8  miles  of,  towards 
Reading.  Wherevpon  tendring  your  service  to  those  generalls, 
and  letting  them  knowe  you  v/erc  goeing  to  your  charge,  the  Earle 
of  Essex  desired  you  to  stay  a  day  or  twoe,  afirmeing  that  in  that 
time  sure  there  would  bee  some  action;  and  at  present  desired  you 
to  ride  to  Beading,  and  doe  your  endeavor  to  keepc  that  towne, 
*  40. 

^  [A  sally  in  which  he  took  many  prisoners  is  mentioned  in  "  Perfect  Occurrences," 
Jan.  15,  IGU.] 

«=  tooke.  ~       ^  tlieir  army. 
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wherein  Collonel  Barksted  and  a  rcp^imcnt  of  tlic  Lonrlon  foot  lay: 
his  Excellency  letting  you  knowe  hcc  was  very  doultfull,  if  the 
King  should  march  vpon  that  townc,  it  would  hcc  in  hazard,  being 
weakly  manned,  and  then  not  well  fortified.  AVherevpon  tliat 
night  you  went  to  Eeading;  hut  the  next  day  the  King  turned 
aside  to  Newberry  with  his  army,  and  his  Excellency  drew  up 
between  Eeading  and  New^berry.  AVhcrevpon  you  then  made  your 
address  to  the  Earle  of  ^lanchester,  the  o^enerall  beinfj  sicke  at 
Basi'Dgstoahe  ;^  desired  of  him  that  forasmuch  as  the  danger  of  that 
place  was  past,  and  nowe  an  ingagcmcnt  like  to  bee,  his  honner 
would  give  you  Icaue  to  wayte  vpon  him  till  that  the  etiott  of  {hot 
present  action  u'o.s  seene  ;^  which  hee  easily  graunted.  And  the  next 
day  neere  the  evening,  the  Lord  gaue  a  great  victory;  though  the 
evill  prosecution  of  it  vexed  you  more  then  the  other  ch cared  you. 
However,  with  a  few  other  gentlemen  that  were  there  wdth  3'ou, 
and  svelte  as  you  could  gather  vp^  the  pursute  Avas  followed  by  you.'^ 
And  after  noone  you  being  w^ell  wearied  in  the  twoc  nights  and 
dayes  (before),  you  dismissed  your  partie,  and  your  selfe  wayted  on 
by  ]\[aior  Ashley,  your  regiment  quartermaster  at  that  timc,'^  and 
my  selfe,  returned  late  at  night  towards  Xcwberry,  v.'hcrc  the  head 
quarters  were.  And  ridcing  easily  2  miles  short  of  Newberry  in  ^ 
the  \vay  from  Hungerford,  my  selfe  being  before  you,  I  heard 
a  noise  of  horse  and  coaches  comeing  downe  the  way  towards 
vs.  Wherevpon  T  giveing  you  notice  you  stood  a  little,  and 
presently  affirmed  it  was  the  enimy;  for  wee  had  neither  horse  nor 
coaches  at  the  head  Cjuarters.  And  they  comeing  on  flast,  you  had 
noe  more  time  but  only  to  vtter  these  words,  "  What  ever  you  sec 
mee  doe,  lett  the  like  bee  don  by  you  This  was  aboutTzV/Ai of 
the  clocke  at  night  the  30th  day  of  October,  1644^,  the  moone 
shineing  pretty  light:   and  instantly  therevpon  you  turnd  your 

a  Reading.  ^  eniiny  were  seen. 

«  "  vuto  Hungerford,  nnd  -1  or  5  miles  hcyond,"  c.inccllcd. 

This  looks  fts  tbough  Roc  might  (tficrn-ard.';  have  been  his  qnavtcruiastcr. — J.W. 

*  •*  the  comeing  downe  "  cancelled.  ''  10. 
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liorse  in  at  a  broad  cart  way  into  the  feilds  on  your  riglit  liand  out 
of  the  comon  road  to  Humjerford.  And  instantly  after  vs  about 
three  pikes  length  they  come  into  the  feild  the  same  way;  and 
comeing  on  fast  some  of  them  were  got  vp  even  with  us:  but  your 
face  being  towards  the  west,  and  the  moone  beincr  in  the  east-soutli- 
east,  your  face  was  soe  shadowed  thereby  tliat  they  could  not  easily 
discover  you;  but,  as  I  suppose,  tnkeing  you  to  bee  of  their  ownc 
company,  passed  on  with  their  whole  partie,  consisting  of  9G 
mounted  men,  three  coaches  and  a  coach-wagon,  with  30  led  horse; 
as  you  presently  tould  your  quartermaster,  saying  you  had  counted 
them,  wdiicli  I  was  at  tliat  time  in  too  great  a  feare  to  doc.  And 
soe  soon  as  the  last  of  this  company  was  done,  you  turned  backe 
your  horse  and  w^ee  likewise:  and  haueing  gon  backe  about  40 
paces,  you  mett  on(e)  of  their  company,  to  wdiome  clapping  your 
pistoU  you  bid  him  hold  his  peace,  and  turne  backe  with  you,  else 
hee  w^as  a  dead  man;  which  hee  did;  and  carrieing  him  backe  into 
the  lane  hee  conlFesed  hee  w^as  one  belono-cd  to  the  Kino-s  Lord 
Generall,  the  Earle  of  Forth,  wdioe  then  past  by;  and  those  with 
him  are  his  gaurd;  and  in  the  coaches  his  ladie  and  some  other 
ladles;  and  the  coach  w^agon  was  full  of  his  bagadge,  hee  being 
come  out  of  Dorington  castle,  into  which  hee  was  forced  to  fly  the 
night  before  in  the  battaile.  Ypon  this  relation  you  instantly 
turned  for  vs,  and  said,  "  I  knowe  not  in  wdiat  way  God  will  bring 
it  about;  but  I  am  very  confident  that  all  these  coaches,  horses  and 
men  wdll  bee  mine:  nay,  they  are^  mine.  Come,  therefore;  lett's  vse 
the  meanes.'^  And  vpon  that  rid  sharply  wdth  your  prisoner  tov.-ards 
Kewberry;  and  comeing  there  gaue  this  account  to  the  Lord 
^lanchester  of  what  you  had  seen,  and  wdiat  danger  you  had 
escaped,  desireing  of  him  a  partie  of  horse,  and  you  would  give  liim 
a  good  account  of  that  company.  But  hee  haueing  long  watclied 
was  soe  extreame  heavy  with  slcepe,  you  could  not  hauc  one  ready 
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word  from  him.  Wlu'rcv])on  you  thouglu  of  another  couffc;  and 
that  was,  to  goe  to  tlie^  houses  uhere  souldiers  Iny,  and  sec  if  you 
•could  gctt  vp  a  partie  by  your  pcrswaslon,  and  for  hopes  of  ])rize, 
which  you  failed  not  to  promise  them,  as  was  afterwards  well 
performed.  By  this  meanes  you  had  got  yp  47  resolued  horse, 
iL'herof  fonre  weave  trumpeters ;  and  away  you  marched:  and  vpon 
the  way  l.eiftcnnant  Calthorp  asked  you  howe  many  you  judged 
the  enimy  to  bee:  to  which  you  replyed,  "  They  are  30;"  and  then 
turned  to  your  quartermaster  and  said,  "  If  my  heart  failc  mee  not, 
noe  bodies  else  shall  for  the  numl^er;"  and  soe  went  on,  your  selfe 
being  still  a  distance  before  to  discoyer  any  noyse,  and  likewise  to 
finde  the  way  they  were  gon;  which  you  did  at  every  turneing  with 
your  bare  hands,  feelling  in  the  darke  wliieh  way  tlie  coach  whecles 
turned:  it  beinf{  now  about  2  of  the  clocke  and  somewhat  darke. 
Thus  wee  went  on  about  1 6  miles;  your  selfe  still  before ;  and  being  at 
a  turncing  and  feeling  for  the  way  the  wdiceles  had  gon.  one  standing 
neerc  by  you,  at  a  gate,  as  you  after  informed  ys,  ysed  these  words, 
*'  What  rouge  is  that  there?  "  for  then  it  was  necre  breake  of  the 
day  and  yery  darke.  You  doubting,  as  indeed  it  was,  that  the 
wyly  generall  might  haue  left  a  rearegaurd.  and  liee  might  bee  a 
centry,  and  you  liad  better  goe  to  him :  possibly  you  might  make 
good  the  gate  till  wee  came  yp  [icltoe  icedre  eleuen  score  yards  heJiind,) 
rather  then  lett  him  and  his  ifellowcs  come  out  ypon  you;  which 
assuredly  they  would  doc  if  they  were  souldiers.  Therevpon  you 
takelng  out  your  raper  and  holding  the  point  of  it  downeward  vnder 
your  rocket,  went  to  the  gate  to  him  with  your  horse  as  hec  was 
then  in  your  hand;  your  pretence  being  to  aske  lilm  the  way:  but 
another  cum'uuj  out  to  ^  him  clapt  his  face  over  the  gate  close  to  you, 
and  though  darke  yet  discoverd  you,  and  pulling  out  his  ^word, 
with  an  oathe"  not  to  bee  named,  as  you  after  informed  vs,  said  you 
were  a  Roundhead:  but  you  being  more  readyc  tlien  hce  beleeued 

«  their.  ^  fctaudiii-  hy. 
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made  such  a  hole  in  his  skinn  as  brought  a  groane  from  him.  The 
other  starting,  but  not  seeing  the  danger,  you  said  ^vith  soe  loud  a 
voice  that  wee  heard,  whoe  were  then  a  good  icay^  short,  "  AVliat's 
the  matter,  gentlemen,  doe  you  mcanc  to  abuse  a  man  travelling  on 
his  way?"  and  with  that  more  of  them  comeing  to  the  gate  and 
indeavoring  to  fforce  it,  you  made  it  good  with  your  rapier,  vntill 
instantly  the  trumpet  (whoe  had  charge  what  to  doe  some  hours  lefore,) 
comeing  vp,  and  finding  you  ingaged,  sounded  a  charge.  AVhere- 
vpon  the  partie  rushing  upo?i  ^  that  rearegaurd,  being  twelue,  were 
quickly  dispatched;  and  from  some  of  them  that  were  then  alive 
you  did  learne  that  the  Earle  of  Forth  was  then  refreshing  himsclfe 
in  that  village:  which  soe  soone  as  you  herd,  you  guest,  as  indeed 
it  was,  that  the  enimy  would  take  the  alarum  and  drawe  into  a 
body,  and  then  the  busincs  might  bee  hazarded.  And  tliercvpon 
instantly,  the  lane  being  pretty  broad,  and  day  appearing  at  the 
very  instant,  God  was  soe  good  to  direct  the  timeing  of  that  busines, 
you  orderd  the  former  deuisiott  heifig  ?2eere*^  ih'wty  i^viuiG  men  and 
horse  to  go  on  with  yoicA  the  rest  of  the  partie  being  almost  tired 
were  to  march  on  3  score  paces  after,  and  one  trumpeter  with  them 
sounding  a  march,  and  another  trumpeter  3  score  paces  behinde 
them  sounding  a  march;  and  soe  to  continue  till  they  had  ffurther 
order  from  you.  In  this  posture  marching  a  good  trott,  the  first 
partie,  where  your  selfe  was,  entrmginto  a  little  comon^  in  the  midle 
of  the  village,  there,  close  by  you,  was  the  Lord  Iiuthen  drawing 
his  men  together:  and  at  that  very  instant  the  trumpets  that  were 
behinde  sounded  a  march,  and  you  cried  aloud,  "  Gentlemen, 
letts  not  stay  for  the  bodie  of  horse  but  fall  on  them  instantly;" 
which  at  a  high  trott  was  done,  and  they  presently  routed,  haueing 
not  drawne  40  together.  This  was  noe  sooner  done,  but,  musket  shot 
^  40  paces. 

^  [Interlined  a  prima  niann,  or  by  some  one  who  may  be  thouglit  to  liave  nii>taken 
Koe's  meaning.] 

*  drew  out.  ^  for  a  forlorne ;  and. 
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distance,  as  many  more,  whoe  had  tlien  taken  tlie  alarum,  were  tlien 
gott  together.  Some  of  yonr  partie  seing  them  said,  "  Looke,  Sir, 
backe  yonder  is  a  partie  more."  You  replied,  The  same  are 
rallied  againe;  downe  with  them:"  and  imediatly  vpon  a  full 
gallop  you  charged  them.  Dureiug  theis  2  charges  all  tlic  coaches 
and  "wagon  were  runne  away.'"^  This  busincs  being  pretty  well 
over,  and  all  that  were  in  those  twoe  parties  fallen  or  taken,  with 
the  generalls  armes  in  his  trumpet;'^  none  escaped  but  the  Earle 
himselfe,  Collonel  Feilding,  and  three  more,  whoe  by  reason  of 
the  goodness  of  their  horse,  after  they  had  mett  with  some  blowcs, 
leapt  of  the  comon  into  the  closes,  you  being  between  tlicm  and 
the  lanes  end;  by  which  meanes  they  escaped.  Your  selfe  presently, 
and  about  ticelue  ^  more  whoe  were  able,  pursued  after  the  coaches;"^ 
and  haueing  gon^at  a  great  speed  four  or  flue  miles  you  were  close 
at  them  in  a  village,  wdiere  God  was  wonderfully  seen  for  you. 
For  a  considerable  part  of  the  Queeris  regiment  of  horse  qnarterd 
then  there,®  who  could  not  come  time  enough  to  the  flight:  which 
you  discovering  hi/  seeing  souldiers  stirr.  hastily  about,  presently 
cried  to  the  people  as  you  were  vpon  a  hard  speed  after  the  coaches, 
**  Gentlemen,  lay  out  quarters  in  this  towne  presently  for  my 
Lord  Manchesters  regiment  of  horse;  "  and  further  called  loud  to 
your  quartermaster,  wdioe  then  was  most  gallantly  as  hee  had  been 
all  the  morneing  at  your  backe,  sayeing,  "  Quartermaster,  in  the 
next  village  let  Sir  William  ^\ idlers  regiment  quarter."  Vpon 
this,  and  heareing  the  trumpets,  whoe  were  tlien  farr  beeliinde, 
sound,  all  the  souldiers^  there,  three  times  the  nuinber  of  your 
partie,  runn  awav  ;  and  before  our  faces,  some  ridd  out  backe  waves; 
most  footed  it  into  the  woods;  and  you  had  an  opertunity  to  Hall 
on  the  partie  with  the  coaches,  whoe  never  offerd  to  strike,  but 
cried  for  mercy;  not  one  man  of  them  escaped;  coaches  and  coach 

»  "  and  a  partie  with  them  "  cancelled.  ^  i.t'.  the  flng  attaclicd  to  the  trumpet, 
e  20.  "and  a  partie  witli  them  "  cancelled. 

•  <' a  part  of  them'*  cancelled.  '  sadles  (corrected  h  prima  manu). 
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wagon  and  all  tlie  ladies  taken,  with  57  men  brought  prisoners; 
and  of  their  whole  partie  but  the  5  aforesaid  csea[)ed.  Of'liorses 
of  theirs,  and  those  tooke  from  tlie  Queens  regiment  llieing  as 
aforesaid,  you  brought  away  107,  besides  twenty  one  liorsc  tliat 
were  in  the  coaches  and  wa^ron.  .  And  now  beino-  20'''  miles  from 
Newberry,  and  in  the  enimies  country,  yet  it  pleased  God  soe  to 
bless  you  that  you  brought  safe  away  that  day  all  the  prisoners  to 
your  quarters  neere  Nuberry;  although  your  partic  was  soe  small 
that  you  were  forced  sometimes  to  put  one  man  to  gaurd  3  prisoners. 
This  mercy  of  God,  though  I  doubt  not  but  you  haue  it  in  perfect 
memory,  yet  his  hand  being  soe  plainely  discoverd  in  it,  1  could 
not  omitt  it,  and  hope  the  time  you  spend  in  reading  of  it  will  not 
seem  long.  Which  tliat  it  may  not,  I  shall  proceed  on  wliere  1 
left;  (viz^)  at  your  niarching  from  Plymouth  towards  his  Excellency 
Sir  Thomas  Fairefixe,  and  meeting  him  nere  vnto  Bridgewater; 
and  within  a  few  dayes  had  your  poast  given  you  on  the  west  side 
of  that  towne,  wheare  your  devise  of  fireing  severall  parts  of  thetowne^ 
was  soe  successful,  that  wildest  it  was  in  burneing  tliey  hanged  out  a 
white  flagg,  desireing  only  their  lives.  Thus  was  that  strong  towne 
deliYQvd,  after  a  smah  stonne  on  one  part;  whereof  you  were  14  dayes 
governor.  But  being  soon  weary  of  a  comand  soe  flarr  from  the  enimy, 
vpon  your  desire  the  generall  removed  you  to  Bath,  a  towne  little 
defenceable,  and  nere  Bristoll,  v/herein  was  Prince  Rupert  and  at  least 
4000  of  the  King's  armie^^  and  therefore  noe  want  of  employment.  By 
that  time  you  had  bin  there  sixe  weeks,  the  generall  Sir  Thomas 
Fairefaxe  and  tlie  army  drew"  towards  Bristoll;  lice  sending  to  \ou 
to  joine  with  some  of  his  horse,  and  goe  before  and  keep  tlicm  from 
burneing  the  villages  in  Gloucestershire;  which  you  did  with  lOOO 
horse  and  700  of  your  owne  foote.    The  army  comeing  vp,  many 

*  [C'Onsiderablv  more,  no  doubt,  according  to  modern  computation  ;  probably 
nearer  30.    Skippon's  dispatch  gives  seven  or  eight  miles.] 

By  putting  red-hott  bullets  rapt  in  leather  into  the  mouths  of  tlieir  muskeits, 
and  then  firing  upon  the  thatched  houses — Bird's  MS. 

c  broaken  armies. 
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great  disputes  arose,  not  without  some  disi-ontcnt  towards  yoursclfe, 
lookt  vpon  as  the  instrument  that  drew  them  on  that  hapless  service, 
as  then  it  was  done.'"^  But  after  many  councells  of  warr  and  great 
debates,  with  great  perswasion  to  a  storme,  and  particulerly  by  your 
selfe,  after  it  ^vas  caricd  by  question,  you  said  thus  to  the  general], 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  you  haue  now  resolued  of  a  storme, 
wherevnto  I  haue  vsed  my  best  arguments;  and  because  it  niay  not 
bee  thought  by  any  that  I  am  the  earnester  to  perswade  to  storme, 
because  my  owne  person  is  not  like  to  bee  hazarded,  I  doe  now 
voluntarily  offer,  that  what  place  of  the  line  your  Exelency  please 
to  appoint  I  will,  God  willing,  enter  it,  or  lay  my  body  there  to 
shewe  my  reality  and  goodwill  to  the  service."  This  was  received 
witli  acclamation,^  and  Harnell  gate  appointed  you;  and  the  comand 
of  j\Iaior  Generall  Skippons  regiment  given  you,  hee  lyeing  then 
wounded;  with  wdiich  regiment  and  your  owne  you  made  ready  for 
the  storme.  And  although  by  the  runing  a  way  of  one  of  your 
owne  men  into  the  towne  the  enimy  stood  ready  cockt,  and  the 
gunners  by  their  gunns,  tliee  fig^d^  whereof  at  the  first  gocing  on 
made  it  soc  light a  man  might  perfectly  see  ail  the  men  about  him 
and  horse,  wddch  continued  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  houre,  the 
night  otherwaics  being  as  darke  as  ever  I  sawe;^  yet  God  soe  blessed 
you  there  that  you  entred  in  that  very  place;  and  about  90  were 
kild  or  taken  that  kept  that  place:  but  not  without  some  hazard; 
wdiole  volleys  dischargeing  when  you  were  but  the  breadtli  of  the 
trench  of,  and  many  case  shot.  But  God  went  with  you  then,  und 
inabled  you,  when  you  were  inn,  to  keepc  it;  though  you  were 
forthwdth  charged  with  500  horse  appointed  to  scoure  that  line. 
Thus  w^as  that  cittie  by  God's  blessing  entred,  which  some  yeares 
before  you  defended  on  one  side  to  the  great  cost  of  Piince  ^laurice 

*  as  it  then  seeincJ. — Bird's  MS. 

^  with  an  huzza.— Bird's  MS.  «^  [this  ?  sight  ?  qu.  originally  "light ?] 

^  the  light  of  whose  fire  at  the  lieginiiing  of  the  attack  was  so  great,— Bird's  MS. 
^  The  storm  on  Prior's  Hill  Fort  began  before  break  of  day.    Sprigge's  aciount 
of  it  (107)  is  striking. 
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and  Sir  Ralph  Iloptons  army,  wlioe  came  on  vpon  that  side  (but 
that  1  haiic  already  put  you  in  mindc  of).  I  tlierefore  proceed  to 
Gods  further  manifestation  of  his  presence  \v\th  you.  For  returncing 
to  your  government  at  Lath,  and  Biistoll  alsoc  being  vnder  your 
charge,  you  begun  againe  quickly  to  bee  weary  of  being  out  of 
imployment.  Wherevpon  you  went  vp  to  London,  November  the 
10th,  1615,  and  adrest  your  selfe  to  your  freinds  there,  either  to  put 
you  in  some  more  active  place,  or  to  give  you  leaue  to  lay  doicne. 
Wherevpon  it  was  considered  by  the  Comittee  of  both  Kingdom  es, 
and  they  appointed  you  to  drawe  out  1000  footc  and  your  horse,  the 
5th  of  December,  and  to  march  to  Herefordshire  ;  and  to  endeavour 
with  that  force  and  some  from  WorcestcrsJiire  and  others^  belonfrinor 
to  Collonel  Morgan,  Go^ernor  of  Gloucester,  whoe  were  to  joinc 
witli  you,  in  all  about  1S00  horse  and  foote,  to  endeavour  to  distress 
the  cittie  of  Hereford,  and  vsc  all  meanes  to  take  it  in  ;  giveing  you 
in  hand  one  weeks  pay  for  your  horse  and  foote,  and  promiseing 
you  a  montlis  pay  more  if  you  were  succesfull.  Hercvpon  you 
went  on  that  hopeless  designe  ;  marcht  of  from  Bath  and  BrisloU 
the  6th  of  December,  which  day  it  pleased  God  to  begin  a  great 
frost,  Avithout  which  it  had  bin  impossible  to  haue  marcht  at  that 
time  of  the  yeare  in  those  countries  of  Gloucester  and  Herefordshire. 
Comelng  to  Gloucester  you  were  to  confcrr  with  Collonel  ]\Iorgan, 
Sir  John  Bridges,  and  Mr.  Hodges,  wdroe  were  to  assist  you,  and 
advise  you  howe  things  stood  at  Hereford  :  vnto  whome  when  you 
came,  your  incouragement  was  soe  small  that  their  earnest  desire 
was  that  you  would  march  backe  to  your  garisons,  it  being  vaiiie  to 
thinke  of  attempting  Hereford.  AYherevpon  you  desired  they 
would  give  your  m.en  3  or  4  dayes  quarters  where  they  now  lay 
nere  Gloucester  ;  and  dureing  that  time  you  would  goe  into  Here- 
fordshire in  a  disguise,  and  sec  if  there  could  bee  any  hopes  of 
Hereford,  or  ^latchfeild  ;  you  their  saying  that  being  you  were 
marcht  soe  farr  in  soe  cold  a  tunc,  you  would  beat  or  bee  beaten 

"  A  space  with  two  asterisks  in  oiijr. 
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before  you  rcturnc.  'A'pon^  tliis  tliey  were  content  to  allo^ve  your 
men  quarters  for  three  or  4  dayes.  \\'licrLvpon  your  selfe,  with 
Sir  John  Bridges,  whoe  in  that  busines  was  botli  very  helpfull  and 
serviceable,  Avent  ah)ng-  with  you,  both  private,  first  to  Ledbury,  alter 
to  a  country  house,  one  Sissells,^  nere  therevnto,  and  from  thence 
sent  privately  to  twoe  officers  of  the  Kings,  whoe  vpon  some  dis- 
content had  lately  laid  downe  their  comand,  and  then  were  greatly 
enraged  against  the  governor;  suposeing,  as  indeed  it  prooued,  that 
those  men  to  bee  revcnf^ed  would  p-ive  their  best  assistance  und 
advise.  The  next  night  those  men  came  from  there  houses,  2  miles 
from  Hereford,  wh.ere  they  recided,  at  JS^unwr/ton/  and  vpon  dis- 
course with  then,  it  was  by  you  quickl}'  found  that  they  earnestly 
longed  to  bee  revenged  ;  and  you  promised  theiii  that,  if  they 
would  assist,  and  the  designe  should  take,  you  would  give  them 
lOOl.^  a  peece  ;  and  soe  enquired  what  possibillitie  there  was  of  a 
surprize;  how  tliere  gaurds  were  kept?  whither  there  were  any 
houses  nere  any  of  their  gates?  what  cariages  vsed  comonly  to 
goe  into  the  cittie  ?  and  if  there  w^ere  any  hoUowe  ground  where 
a  bodie  of  men  could  lye  nere  the  gate?  and  wdiat  number  was 
in  the  garison?  To  wliich  the  reply  was:  the  number  ot"  men 
in  armes  in  the  garison,  of  horse  and  foote,  Avas  about  loOO; 
that  their  gaurds  by  night  were  strict  kept  vntill  the  gates  were 
open;  but  after  the  towne  mayor  ^  was  gone  the  souldleis  went 
to  gett  their  morneings  draught,  and  many  times  left  not  aboue 
tenn  on  the  gaurd;  that  the  oflicers  in  the  towne  vsually  dranke 
and  gamed  all  night,  and  lay  in  bedd  the  fore  part  of  the  next 
day;  that  there  was  within  less  then  musket  shott  of  the  gate 
an  ould  building  called  the  Priory,  where  500  men  inight  lye  close; 

"  [MS.  "  retunie  vj),on  this."   Tiiis  {(unctuation  sccins  to  sliow  tliat  it  was  copied 
by  a  transcriber,  who  mistook  Koe's  nicaniu^r,  ns  in  other  phiccs.] 
^  Cissells  [or  Cirels  ?] 

f  Bunnington.— Bird's  M8.  500. 

*•  city  Mayor. — Bird'.s  MS.;  but,  query,  nii-ht  it  not  be  the  Town  Major,  who 
tisited  and  set  the  guard  ? 
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that  every  morneing  sundry  carts  came  in  loadcn  with  wood  and 
strawe ;  and  that  at  this  time,  the  .  frost  still  very  strong,  the 
governor  sent  out  warrants  to  the  constables  in  the  country  to  send 
him  soe  many  men  every  morneing  to  ]>rcake  the  ice  on  the  mote 
and  river;  and  that  there  was  a  hollow  ground  behinde  the  Priory  o)i 
the  other  side  a  smah:  hill  neere  the  city  and  about  tu:oo  musket 
shott  from  the  Priorij,  where  1000  men  might  bee  drawne  into 
batalia.  Ypon  this  discourse,  and  further  hndeing  most  of  their 
horse  weare  at  that  time  icitldn  the^  walls  by  night,  you  begun  to 
bee  confident  the  towne  would  easily  bee  surprised;  and  your  way 
was,  6  carts;  4  with  wood,  and  2  wdth  strawe,  which  were  to  bee 
laden  hollowe,  tliat  in  the  bodie  of  every  cart  G  men  might  lye  with 
swords  and  pistolls;  and  when  they  came  just  within  the  gate,  there 
being  only  a  bundle  of  strawe  in  the  hinder  end  of  the  cart,  tlicy 
were  to  through  that  out,  and  presently  fall  on  the  gaurd ;  and  that 
you  would  lay  firelocks  in  that  ould  priory  in  the  night  to  second 
those  in  the  carts,  when  the  gate  should  bee  open,  and  tliey  haue 
possession;  wdiicli  would  assuredly  bee  done  without  suspicion.  Thus 
that  dcsigne  layd,  it  pleased  God,  that  bee  might  the  more  bee  seen, 
to  send  that  night  soe  great  a  snowe  that  carts  could  not  travel!; 
therefore  there  must  bee  a  new  proiect;  which  you  instantly  thought 
vpon  to  bee  this.  The  governor,  as  before,  every  day  sent  out  men 
vnto  the  countrv  to  breake  tlie  ice,  the  ffrost  houldin^!:  stroiio-. 
AVherevpon  you  resolued  to  provide  a  man  to  goc  to  the  towne 
pretending  to  bee  a  cunstable,  and  to  carrie  slxe  men  with  him, 
with  spades  and  pickaxes,  great  breeches  and  country  babbitt, 
'and  warrant  you  writt  to  carry  in  his  hand  to  avoid  sus- 
picion when  bee  came  neere  the  gate,  and  a  hcdg  bill  vnder  his 
arme,  a  vsuall  thing  for  constables  to  carry  in  their  hand,  'flie 
designe  was  to  bee  put  on  ;  and  you  went'^  presently  to  Cannon 
,   •  anotber. 

^  with  Sii-  Willuim  Wallei  s  Lorsc-iranrds  ^vitlKalt  llic.    (The  wi  itcr  imist  liavo  un- 
doubtodly  meant  Sir  William  Vunizhaii,  who  was  much  iu  ]Ierefov(l>h;re.) 
'  that.  sent. — Bird's  MS. 
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froom,  then  a  garison  for  tlie  Parliament,  wlicrc  weie  many  stout 
fForrest  men  ;  out  of  whome  for  tlieir  habit  and  countenance 
sake,  being  soe  like  labouring  men,  you  resolued  to  choose 
your  constable  and  his  men.  And  at  hist  you  found  one  Beroic,^ 
whose  face  and  bodie^  promised,  when  fitly  clad,  to  bee  noe 
other  but  a  constable  ;  and  vpon  conference  with  him  found  his 
resolution  answercable  ojid  yet  his  vndcrstandlug  not  so  pcarceinr/ 
as  to  afrvflit  him  witli  the  enterprise:  and  withall  sixe  men  there  fitt 
for  your  turne.  "Wherevpon  you  hasted  backe  to  Gloucester, 
the  third  day  after  your  departure,  and  canie  to  Collonel  ]\Ior- 
gan,  telling  him  you  were  resolued  on  a  deslgne  into  Ilercfbrd- 
shire  :  wdiich  hee  was  soe  willin[^  to  imbrace  that  thouii-h  hee 
was  then  sicke  of  an  ague,  yet  hee  would  march  with  you, 
ihour/h  vnder  great  distemper,  which  hee  did  the  day  fblloweing'^ 
to  Ledbury,  and  all  the  night  afterwards  towards  Heriford  in  the 
deep  snowe,  where  S07ne  of  your  men  ended  there  dayes  in  the 
ext(r)emity  of  the  ffrost  and  snowe.  You  thus  marching  on  slowly, 
your  designe  being  not  to  doc  your  busiiics  that  night,  but  only  to 
make  the  enimy  the  more  secure  by  your  returne,  day  broke  when 
you  were  foure  miles  short  of  llerifbrd.  Wherevpon  you  gaue  it 
out  to  your  officers,  after  they  iveare  all  called  together,"^  not  one  of 
them  knoicing^  any  thing  of  that  designe,  that  you  would  now  lett 
them  knowe  your  intentions,  which  were  these:  Sir  AVilliam 
Brierton  then  blockt  up  Chester;  Sir  Jacob  Ashley  and  Sir  AVilliam 
Yaughun  Avere  gon  towards  him  ;  and  you  were  comanded  speedily 
to  march  to  their  releife  :  and  you  hoped  all  your  officers  would 
beare  you  witness  that  the  extremity  of  the  wether  was  such  you 
could  not  march,  and  therefore  lioped  you  should  well  answere  it 
if  you  went  backe  to  your  garisons;  to  which  they  all  agreed,  and 

a  Bcii'oe.  ^  countenance. — Bird's  MS. 

c  [Monday,  Dec.  15,  according-  to  Vicars,  Buiuinf,'  Bush,  330  ;  from  Mori^an  and 
Birch's  Letters  to  the  Speaker,  .^:c.] 

4  or  5  ;  [three,  Birch  and  Mnrgun's  Letter,  Lords'  Jonrnrvls,  Dec.  22,  1615.] 
e  ^-hoc  '  knew. 
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the  souldiers  gladly  accepted;  and  then  presently  you  gaue  order 
the  soul(d)ioi-s  should  get  some  meate  and  drinke  at  the  next 
villages,  on  purpose  to  give  out  what  you  had  said  of  your  march 
thither;  only  one  body  of  horse  to  stand  ready  if  the  enimy  should 
haue  marcht  out  of  Heriford.  And  the  greate  deslgne  alsoc  tooke 
well:  for  the  country  people  desirous  to  knowe  whither  the  soul- 
diers were  goeing,  they  were  as  ready  to  tell  the  whole  matter:  and 
the  governor  of  Hereford  not  wanting  freinds  in  the  country 
presently  was  advised  of  the  whole  busines.  Yet  hee  for  more 
sureness  that  day  sent  out  horse,  whoe  found  it  true;  and  that  the 
forces  were  indeed  marching  backe  towards  Ledbury  and  so  towards 
Glocester  :  which  designe  did  worke  soe  that  the  garison  of  TIeriford 
was  exceeding  secure.  And  yett  to  make  them  the  more  secure, 
you  findein^:  out  whoe  craue  the  e;overnor  vsuall  notice  from  Lcd- 
bury,  chose  to  quarter  your  selfe  at  his  house;  and  theire  called 
some  of  the  towne  togeather,  informeing  them  of  your  hard  march, 
and  desireing  they  would  give  your  men  good  quarters  that  ninht^^ 
and  you  would  bee  gon  next  day;  for  the  wether  was  soe  bad  you 
could  not  march  as  you  had  intended.  This  they  willingly  agreed 
vnto;  and  quickly  the  governor  of  Hereford  had  notice  from  his 
freind  at  Ledbury.  The  day  past;  and  it  now  bceing^  about  9  *^  of 
the  clocke  at  night  tlie  l6th  of  December  l6l,3^  all  haueing  well 
supped,  you  called  hastily  to  one  of  your  officers,  and  caused  him 
to  beat  vp  an  alarum  ;  which  imediatly  hee  did  ;  and  from  him 
tooke  all  the  rest  of  the  drumers:  which  made  not  only  your  owne 
officers,  but  some  of  the  townsmen  hastily  to  run  to  your  lodgeing. 
Where  pressing  to  knowe  the  matter,  you  told  them  that  you  had 
advise  the  governor  of  Hereford  and  some  others  joyned  with  him 
were  marching  towards  you;'^  and  desired  to  advise  with  the  officers 
to  knowe  whether  vree  should  stay  there  vntill  lice  came,  or  rather 
to  goe  and  meet  him,  if  happily  wee  might  iinde  them  in  a  hasty 


*  day. 
8. 


^  aud  the  enimy  comcing.    [Qu.  evening  in  Koe's  !\uto<,^rapb  copy  ?] 
^  witliiu  five  miles. 
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disorderly  marcli,  and  see  Lrealvc  their  bodies.  They,  willing  to 
concur  with  you,  said,  there  was  noe  way  but  to  goeand  meetc  him, 
the  snowe  and  moone  both  giveing  light  enough.  By  this  nicanes 
you  gott  out  all  your  men  prc^^ently  Avithout  sus])icion  either  to 
themselues  or  tlie  towne,  iclioe  iceare  charged  on  p"_>/n  of  death  to 
keeps  their  houses ;  whoe  else  would  surely  haue  advised  the  governor 
of  Hereford.  And  thus  marched  you  almost  to  Ileriford  ichieJi  was 
from  Ledbury  tenn^  miles,  without  speaking  one  word,  still  expect- 
ing to  bee  engaged ;  which  thoughts  kept  the  souldiers  warme  that 
terrible  night  of  frost  and  snowe  :  which  had  it  been  any  other 
"way,  you  could  never  haue  compassed  your  designe.  AVhen  you  had 
marched  soe  flir,  the  officers  cam  to  youwondring  they  heard  of  noe 
enimy  ;  to  which  you  replyed,  they  are  retreated,  and  if  they  did 
thinke  it  fitt  you  would  march  on,  with  all  probabillity  before  they 
gott  into  Hereford  you  might  doe  some  considerable  service  on 
them,  they  suspecting  nothing.  AVherevpon  they  every  one  re- 
turned to  his  place,  marching  on  speedily,  but  soe  silently  that  a 
doo;  scarce  barked  all  the  nio-ht,  thou^^h  wee  marched  throucch  three 
or  4  villages  ;  but  in  deed  that  was  not  strange,  for  if  a  dog  had 
bin  without  doores  that  night  hce  would  haue  been  starved  to 
death.  Your  selfe  in  the  meane  time  ridd  to  Cannon  ffroom  tlie 
Parliament  ^-urison,  sice  miles  from  Ileriford^  and  there  made  ready 
your  constable  and  his  sixe  men,  gaue  him  his  warrant,  appointed 
him  his  bill,  and  to  them  their  pickaxes  and  shovells,  bound  ifpf  /r"^ 
them  very  black  rie  ^  bread  and  cheese  in  course  table  napkins,  soe 
that  to  see  them  goe  a  man  would  haue  ventred  his  life  they  had 
bin  country  labourers  ^  indeed.  Thus  you  went  on  till  you  were 
within  a  mile  of  Hereford  ;  at  which  tlrne  the  officers  againe  repaired 
to  you,  and  heareing  of  noe  enemy,  begun  to  say  vnto  you,  sure 

a  on  sixe.  ^  [Fifteen  of  niodcvn  measure.] 

'  [Kine  of  modern  measure.] 

^  [Interlined,  like  some  otlier  eurrections,  hy  nn  unkuowu  luind.] 
^  browe  (correetod  a  prima  manu). 

f  [ "  lalxi-nrer.s,  Indeed  thus."  A  })uncLuation  showing  probably  tbc  baud  of  a 
copyist.] 
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you  liad  some  other  busincs  there  ;  to  which  you  did  them  answcre, 
you  had  indeed,  and  if  they  would  kecpe  close  and  silent  at  their 
charge  they  should,  by  and  by,  see  what  it  was;  which  they  wil- 
lingly agreed  vnto.  Where vpon,  being  marched  ncere  the  cittie, 
you  laid  your  maine  bodie  in  a  hoUowe  ground  which  you  ffound 
as  you  were  advised  fitt  for  your  turne  ;  thence  drew  loO  firelocks 
into  that  old  prionj  wldch  lay  just  h'j  the  roade  leading  to  Bijsters 
gate.^  Then  you  tooke  the  constable  aii'I  tlie  sixe  men,  and  laid 
him  with  them  in^  the  priory,  giveing  this  order  to  the  constable; 
that  when  you  put  of  your  hatt  where  you  lay  aboue  him  a  good 
distance  that  you  might  sec  when  tlie  gate  oppened,  and  the  towne 
mayor  gone,  and  the  gaurd  did  growe  thinn,  then  hee  should  goe  on  ; 
and  to  the  firelocks  comanded  by  Leiftennant  Collonel  Eaymond 
and  Capten  Browne  gave  this  order,  that  wdien  tlie  constable  was 
just  at  the  drawbridge  they  should  rush  out ;  and  to  the  maine 
body,  that  when  they  sawe  the  firelocks  run  on  they  should  liasten. 
Things  thus  laid,  you  tooke  a  speciall  care,  the  officers  whoe  first 
you  advised  with  liveing  neere  Hereford  should  bee  soe  lookt  vnto 
that  they  should  give  noe  intelligence,  which  you  had  reason  to 
ffeare,  they  expressing  some  discontent;  which  caused  you  to  keepc 
them  honerably  close  for  the  three  dayes  your  designe  was  acting, 
and  soe  at  this  present  time.^  Thus  the  severall  parties  lay  close  in 
■the  snowe  twoe  full  bowers,  noe  man  soe  much  as  stirring,  hope 
keepeing  them  warme.  At  last  the  gate  was  opelned;^^  and  within 
a  quarter  of  an  hower  after  few  souldiers  you  could  see  about  it; 
and  you  supposed,  as  it  proved,  that  that  terrible  cold  morneing  of 
ffrost  and  snovre  had  sent  them  to  a  fire.    Wherevpon  you  gave 

highway  JC*^iog  by  the  Priory.  (The  Priory  of  St.  Gnthlac,  iii  ruins,  founded 
by  Hugh  cle  Lacy  in  1101,  lyhig  without  the  walls  of  the  city.  The  gaol  is  built  on 
th'e  site  of  it.) 

"  a  ditch  neere  "  cancelled. 
«  [Captain  Ahlcrne  was  with  the  reserve  of  foot.— Vicars,  332.] 
^  "  [Upon  the  first  leiting-downe  of  tlic  draw-bridge,  three  men  cauic  out  of  the 
city,  not  discerning  anybody.'' — Vicars,  332.] 
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notice  to  the  constable,  whoe  in  respect  of  his  cold,  wliicli  made  liini 
and  his  sixe  men  goe -as  if  they  were  almost  starved,  and  alsoe  by  rea- 
son of  their  broad  hatts,  great  breeches,  spades,  pickaxes,  and  bundles 
of  bread  and  cheese,  they  might  well  haiie  deceived  a  wise  man  and 
vigilent  comander.  Thus  went  hee  on  peaceably  to  tliegate;  which 
when  hee  came  close  vnto,  and  goeing  to  shew  tlie  oflicers  and 
souldlers  that  were  with  the  centry  his  warrant  to  bring  those  men 
to  worke  that  day,  the  firelocks  rush  fourtli,  and  were  run  almost 
halfe  way  before  the  guard  (then  busie  w^ith  the  constable)  discoverd 
them.  Wherevpon  the  gaurd  began  to  crye  "  Armc."  The 
constable  with  his  bill  knocks  downe  one:  the  rest  with  their  spades 
and  pickaxes  fell  vpon  others:  this  held  not  one  minute,  but  the 
firelocks  and  your  selfe  fell  inn;  and  presently  ihc  remainder  of 
your  bodie,  with  Collonell  Morgan  and  after  halfe  an  bowers 
dispute  in  the  street,  and  the  loss  of  about  tenn  of  your  men,  that 
great  and  strong  garison,  which  soe  long  held  out  a  great  army, 
was  taken,  and  in  it  abundance  of  gentry  and  souldiers;  the 
governor  Barronet  Scudamore  with  some  fhftie  others  escapeing 
over  the  river  Wye  on  the  ice,  which  that  night  was  ffrozen  soe 
hard  that  they  were  able  to  goe  over.  Thus  did  the  Lord  worke 
for  you:  the  like  hath  not  been  heard:  and  I  am  confident  you  will 
never  forgett  to  honner  God,  whoe  soe  honerd  you  in  this  admired 
service.  Ypon  notice  of  this  great  worke  to  the  Parliament,  they 
forthwith  appointed  you  Governor  of  that  cittie,  whicli  was  almost 
as  dillicult  to  keepe  as  take,  lieing  surounded  with  enimies  garisons; 
Sir  Jacob  Ashley  at  Worcester  20*'  mi]es  of,  Sir  William  Vaughun 
at  Ludlowe  with  a  force;  and  others  at  Gutheridge,  IJagland  and 
Matchfeild;  all  tlie  strong  garrisons  lyeing  round.  Yet  God  soe 
enabled  you  to  manage  his  worke  in  your  hand,  that  you  kept  your 
horse  alwais^  quartered  in  the  country,  (though  the  enimy  dureing 
all  that  tyme  durst  never  quarter  but  in  their  garisons,)  and  never 

*  [Morgan  commandetl  the  horse. — Vicars,  332.] 

b  [Tbirty  of  modern  measure]  alwaisc. 
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lost  (saueing  13  Sh(r)opsliire  horse  that  came  vnder  your  protection) 
one  horse  to  the  enimy. ,  And  although  within  the  cittie  of 
Hereford  was  1100  townsmen  whoe  liad  taken  vp  amies  for  tlie  Kinir, 
yet  by  your  speedy  flortlfieing  the  castle  you  secured  that  cittie  for 
the  Parliament  with  a  few  men,  soe  tliat  thougli  you  tooke  that  place 
but  the  24tli  day  of  December,  1645,  yet  in  the  beginning  of  March 
followeing  you  had  soe  strengthened  the  castle  that  witli  the  helpc 
thereof  460  men  kept  tliat  citty,  that  the  6th  of  j\larch  you  were  able 
to  drawe  out  three  hundred  horse,  and  leaue  a  horse  gaurd  for  the 
cittie;  with  w^hich  300  horse  and  600  foot  you  then  tooke  the  fleild, 
notwithstanding  the  enimy  all  round  about.  But  in  an  cspeciali 
manner  you  were  molested  from  Gutheridge  with  Sir  Henry 
Lingen,  whoe  had  about  90  horse  belonging  to  that  garrison,  9^ 
miles  from  Hereford;  with  which  and  the  knowledge  and  resolution 
of  the  riders  they  made  roades  every  way  into  (the)  country:  soe 
that  although  on  the  5  of  March  you  were  desired  to  drawe  out 
what  force  you  could,  and  to  joine  with  Collonel  ^Morgan  to  engage 
with  Sir  Jacob  Ashley,  then  intending  with  the  ITorces  of  Worcester 
and  Ludlowe,  and  his  owne,  being  about  1000  more,  to  march  to 
Oxford  to  the  King  to  joine  with  his  army,  there  to  take  the  ffeild 
that  summer,  yett  this  could  not  possibly  bee  done  without  vtter 
ruine  to  the  country,  except  you  could  some  way  breake  and  destroy 
the  forces  vnder  Sir  Henry  Lingen;  but  especially  the  horse,  whoe 
vndoubtedly  when  you  were  gon  soe  filuT  of  woidd  bring  all  tlio 
contry  to  subiection,  and  come  to  the  gates  of  Hereford  it  •  selfe. 
Wlierefore  you  tooke  vp  such  a  resolution  as  seldome  hath  been 
heard  of  :  yett  your  God  wrought  for  you:  viz^  thcis  horse  stood 
in  one  great  stable,  within  the  outward  wall  of  Gutheridge  Castle; 
the  backe  of  the  stable  being  it  selfe  part  of  the  wall;  a  gaurd  lay 
in  this  stable,  and  another  gaurd  about  a  pistoll  shott  behinde  the 
stable,  being  as  neere  the  castle  wall  that  only  a  carte  loaden  could 
pass  between  the  castle  it  selfe  and  this  outer  counter  scarfe.  Yet 
[About  sixteen  of  modern  measure] 
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you  did  resoluc  tins  stable  must  bee  eiifrcd  in  some  fowle  niglit, 
wlien  tlie  horse  were  sure  in  it;  it  beinp;;  tlic  stable  Avlicrcln  tlicy 
lay  all  tlieir  sadles,  corne,  and  bay;  and  this  nuist  bee  done,  else 
you  could  not  doe  your  busines.  Thercfva-e  you  tooke  a  time  -1 
nights  after,  and  marcht  silently  all  night;  devicled  your  bodie  into 
three  parts;  one  to  fall  on  the  out  gaurd  '"^  silently  with  their  swords; 
and  another  to  storme  the  wall  with  ladders  of  13  rounds,  vrhicli 
by  intelligence  you  found  to  bee  as  a  sufficient  length;  and  when 
they  were  gott  in  tliat  countcrscafe  to  ffbrce  the  gaurd,  and  enter 
that  stable:  but  neither  of  theis  to  give  any  fire  vntill  they  were 
fired  vpon  againe  and  againe;  hopeing  that  might  somewlmt  alay 
the  mistrust  of  any  danger  thcar.  The  other  partie  were  to  goe 
directly  to  the  gate,  both  horse  and  foote,  and  there  to  fire  with 
great  noyse;  and  it  pleased  the  Lord  see  to  prosper  you  there,  that 
they  in  the  outgaurd  supposed  those  whoe  first  came  on  to  bee  some 
of  the  castle  or  stable  gaurds;  therefore  they  tooke  not  the  allarum, 
it  being  very  darke,  vntill  they  were  gott  in  soe  close,  that  they 
were  taken  or  slainc  every  man,  being  2  maiors,  2  captaines  and 
30  souldiers.  At  the  same  instant  they  on  the  counterscarfe,  soe 
soone  as  they  perceived  the  partie  came  towards  them,  thought  it 
it  had  been  some  of  those  from  the  outgaurd  ;  and  soe  was  not 
hastie  to  give  the  alarum,  till  they  had  sett  and  mounted  their 
ladders  and  w^ere  presently  cntred  the  maine  force  of  the  castle. 
The  castle  it  selfe,  heareing  soe  great  a  noyse  about  the  gate, 
suposed  the  danger  there,  tliercforc  applied  all  their  force  thitlier. 
In  the  meane  time  the  stable  was  entied,  a  hole  beaten  through  the 
backe  of  the  Avail  according  to  order,  and  then  ledd  out  by  the 
partie  76  horse:  12  were  left  in  that  would  not  come  out;  where- 
vpon  instantly  that  great  stable  being  full  of  hey,  strawe,  and 
cumbustable  matter  was  fired  and  burnt  to  the  ground,  with 

"  [AccordingtoBiivlrsLottcr  to  the  Sjtcukor,  publi>-lic(l  hy  Vicars  ( Buruini;  r,ii.sli, 
396,  397),  this  out-guavil  was  in  the  l)oat-housc  l>y  the  rivci--si(lo.  It  *' hchl  out  two 
hourcs  niitill  it  was  difrged  thorow."] 
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the  horses,  sadles,  and  all  things  else  for  the  cnimics  vsc.^  Thus 
their  force  being  subdued  you  were  in  a  condition  to  march  to 
meet  Sir  Jacob  Ashley,  wliich  you  delay<l  not  long;  but  the  very 
next  day,  haucing  designed  your  force  to  come  after,  you  went  your 
selfe  with  Collonel  Kirle,  fower  of  your  servants,  your  trompets  and 
twoe  choice  troupers  in  your  company  ^  towards  Gloucester,  to  lay 
the  desin^nc  and  to  conferr  with  Collonel  ^loriran  about  the  mana^^e- 
ment  thereof.  But  whither  they  at  Gutheridge  liad  advice  of  your 
goeing  soe  ill  attended  or  it  was  casuall  I  am  not  able  to  say,  but 
suspect  the  first;  but  soe  it  was  that  Sir  Henry  Lingcn  liad  a  partie 
of  14  choice  horse  were  out  on  a  party  the  night  the  stable  was 
burnt,  and  his  horse  taken:  Avhich  horse  by  that  meanes  escapeing 
lay  at  Ould  Goare,  just  in  your  way  ready  to  catch  you  as  you 
went  for  Gloucester,  tlic  place  being  twoe  ^  miles  from  the  cnimics 
garison;  you  presumeing  to  goe  soe  nearc  wdth  that  small  partie, 
suposeing  you  had  left  them  ncare  a  horse;  yet  these  11  were  ready 
for  you  there:  where  you  rideing  without  suspicion  hapt  to  spye  a 
coitcs  cast  before  you  :  wdierevpon  they  standing  in  a  little  hollowe, 
and  fmdeing  them  to  bee  the  cnimy,  all  that  you  said  w^as,  "  Doc  as 
I  doe,"*^  and  with  that  on  a  full  speed  roade  through  tlie  very  midle 
of  them.  The  fury  of  your  horse  overthrew  one,  and  dismounting 
one  or  2  more,  the  comander  of  them  turneino-  about  his  horse  to 
clap  his  pistoll  to  you,  I  was  soe  neare  you  that  my  pistoU  touched 
his  side;  where  I  sliott  him,  his  scarfe  was  fu'cd  with  the  powder, 
and  downe  hee  frell.    By  that  time  you  and  Collonel  Kirle  had  fcld, 

*  March  IG,  1015.  Wc  had  likewise  hy  letters  troin  llcrei'ord,  tliat  a  party  of 
Colonell  Bhches  from  Hereford  and  Coloncll  Kirles  froDi  ]\Ioiiniouth  went  against 
Gotheridge  Castle  in  jNIunmouthshirc,  surprized  GO  horse  m  the  stables,  and  otlier 
provisious,  fired  downc  the  stables,  and  have  close  besieged  the  castle.  Colonell  Ivirlc 
besides  this  snapt  another  party  of  the  enemy  from  Raglaml,  and  took  a  lieuton;int,  a 
quarter-master,  12  firelocks,  and  six  case  of  pistols. — Perfect  Dinvnall,  No.  138,  lioi. 
Qu.  Is  Roe  to  be  included  iu  this  enuniei-ation  ?  if  so,  iu  what  c;ij)acity  ?] 

c  Eight  of  modern  mea^ui-e. 

^  If  we  can  believe  Colonel  Birch  to  have  been  sufficiently  collected  at  tlie  moment, 
he  might  have  alluded  mentally  to  the  passage  in  Judges,  vii.  17. 
CAMD.  SOC.  F 
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with  the  other  sixe  witli  you,  7  or  8  oftlicm;  tlie  rest  hcpran  to  face 
about,  but  were  all  killed  or  taken,  except  twoc  whose  horses  vreare 
too  swift.  Tlius  were  you  strangely  delivcrd  at  that  time  alsoe; 
and  on  you  went  towards  Gloucester  as  if  this  had  hln  only  a  rub 
m  your  cast,  haueing  lost  noc  mans  life  on  your  pai't.  This  was 
the  Lords  owne  Avorke.  At  Gloucester  a<Treeiu^  with  Collonel 
Morgan  of  the  place  and  time  of  rendevouz,  you  mett  accordingly 
with  about  1060  men;  hee  with  about  1100;  and  the  garison 
of  Esam  with  about  GOO.  With  this  little  army  of  about  2700, 
you  marcht  to  meet  Sir  Jacob  Asldey,  whose  army  consisted 
of  about  3000  men,  halfe  of  them  being  rcformads,  men  of 
vndoubted  resolution.  On  the  oth  day  after  your  rendvouz,  Sir 
Jacob  Ashley  came  marching  with  his  army  in  veiw;  wee  lyeing  on 
the  topp  of  the  hill  nere  Cambdin  sawe  him  march  at  least  sixe 
miles  together.  And  I  v/ell  remember  your  counccll  was,  being 
wee  had  sent  for  Sir  AVllliam  Brereton,  and  that  hee  had  provided 
to  come  with  a  force  that  day,  not  to  tempt  God  by  fighting  over- 
much, when  it  may  bee  hee  would  afoard  vs  more  meancs;  but  if  noe 
helpc  came  before  such  time  that  the  enemy  would  bee  out  of  our 
reach  towards  Oxford,  then  v/ee  would  flight  tliem,  and  trust  God 
to  beat  them  wdth  the  flbrce  wee  hadd :  in  the  meane  time  to  vexc 
them  with  500  good  horse  and  some  flbw  foote,  to  make  them 
spend  the  time  and  tire  them;  and  in  the  meane  time  the  rest  of  our 
army  to  ffeed  and  refresh  themselucs  abundantly,  which  they  did 
from  Cambdin.  By  which  meanes  the  enimy  disputed  it  till  eight 
at  night,  before  they  could  get  vp  tliat  hill^  and  had  then  7  miles  to 
Stowe;  they  not  desireing  to  fight  with  vs  but  to  niarch  vnto  the 
King,  which  they  did  very  quietly:  ibr  you  comandiiig  that  none 
should  ffoUowe  them  in  the  rearc,  they  tooke  it  for  graunted  they 
should  not  bee  molested.  But,  about  tenn  or  eleaven  of  tlie  clocke, 
you  said  to  Collonel  Morgan,  "  Come,  Sir,  God  will  give  vs  noe 
'more  meanes:  yett  1  am  confident  hee  will  deliver  tliem  int(.^  our 
hands:'"  and  to  your  souldiers  about  you  said,  you  luui  a  strong  con- 
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fidence  you  should  liauc  Sir  Jacob  Ashley  hi  custodic.  Wlicrcvpon 
all  rcsolucd  to  march ;  an-d  did  at  the  very  instant,  with  that  resolu- 
tion and  willingnes  as  if  they  had  gone  to  a  fTcast  :  and  about 
three  in  the  niorneing  were  gott  close  vp  to  the  enirny  then  drawnc 
vp  in  the  fteild  neere  Stowe;  it  being  very  darke;  yet  you  rcsolucd 
to  fight  presently,  "because,"  said  you,  "  wee  haue  the  disadvantage 
of  ground,  yet  they  cannot  see  it;  besides  wee  being  the  assailants, 
they  will  conceive  Sir  AA^illiam  Brereton  is  come  vp  to  vs^  and  that 
wee  are  many  more  then  they."  At  this  very  instant  comes  vp  tenn 
or  twelue  troops  of  horse  vnder  Sir  William  Brereton;  and  to  worke 
wee  went,  the  forlornes  beino-  ino-ao-cd  before.  Hott  it  was  for  a 
while;  their  reformadoes  standing  stoutly  to  it;  insoemuch  that  you  had 
32  horse  shott  in  your  owne  regiment,  beside  your  owne  that  you  ridd 
on  alsoe  shott :  but  at  length  Godgaueyou  the  victory,  IGOO  prisoners 
and  vpwards,  besides  the  slaine:  and  in  the  midle  of  the  heate  a  souldier 
had  taken  Sir  Jacob  Ashley,  brought  him  to  you  ;  whoe  according  to 
your  promise,  deliverd  him  to  your  souldiers.  And  here,  certainely, 
was  a  more  then  ordinary  hand  of  God,  which  could  not  pass  by 
without  observance,  being  the  last  battle  (ought  in  England.'' 
Nowe  only  remaynd  to  take  in  the  garisons.  AVherevpon  you 
marcht  backe ;  first  to  Worcester;  where  at  the  first  comeing  on, 
your  horse  with  a  pistoll  was  shott  soe  vnder  you  that  hoc  fell  downe 

*  We  shall  conclude  this  wecke  with  the  further  welcome  ncwes  of  the  routing  of 
Sir  Jacoh  (or  the  new  made  Lord)  Ashley's  forces,  the  only  romaininir  party  the 
King  had  left  him  to  make  a  new  army,  and  to  carr}^  the  Jving  from  Oxford  ;  which 
rout  was  on  Satterday  the  21,  upon  the  edge  of  Glocestershii-c,  and  tlic  newes  brouirht 
here  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  hy  jNIajor  Temple  on  tlio  Lord's  Day 
early  in  the  morning,  the  said  ]**Iajor  having-  been  in  the  fight.  And  after  him  c;imo 
Another  messeugor  to  the  Speaker  with  a  letter  of  the  perticulers  so  far  as  could  on 
the  sudden  be  gathered,  and  is  to  the  effect  as  followcth  : — 

SlK,— 

This  morning,  Satcrday,  21  of  March,  Colonel  Morgan,  govcrnour  of  Gloustcr, 
and  the  forces  under  him,  having  also  the  forces  of  Sir  William  IJrereton  the  night 
before  jopied  with  him,  did  fall  upon  Sir  Jacoh  Ashley  and  all  his  forces  intending 
for  Oxford,  to  johie  with  the  King  and  to  disturbc  the  siege  at  Banbury  Castle,  at 
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never  stirring,  but  died  presently;  ^vhicll  was  nnotLcr  remarkcable 
deliverance.  Lcavcing  CoUonel  ^Morgan  neare  A\'orccster,  you 
marcht  by  order  of  tbe  Parliament  to  Ludlowc,  and  God  soe  blesst 
you  tliat  you  tooke  in  tliat  towne  and  castle  within  33  dayes; 
tliougb  not  without  great  envy  from  the  Shropslnre  men,  in  whose 
countie  I  was  gon.^  Thence  to  Gutheridge  you  marcht,  a  place  of 
wonderfull  strength;  yet  God  soe  blesst  you  that  with  mincing, 
batterj^^  and  mortorpceces  soe  well  bestowed  that  your  selfc  shott 
into  the  castle  19  of  22  granadoes,  which  much  shookc  it,  and  by 
reason  of  a  great  morterpeece  you  made  there  (the  biggest  in 
England),^  the  enimy  was  terified,  much  of  the  inner  part  of  the 
castle  ffallen  downe,  and  the  roofe  spoyled.  Yet  the  enimy  resolucd 
to  hold  outj  and  by  countermine  drew  nccre  to  your  mine,  which 
went  heavily  on  for  tenn  yards  at  least  through  fTirine  rocke  yett 
there  to  bee  seen:  but  by  your  battry  vncxpectedly  planted  in  the 
night  you  beat  downe  a  to\ver  of  the  castle  into  the  n:iouth  of  their 
countermine  ;  the  tower  ffalling  soe  furiously  that  they  could  noe 
wayes  defend  their  mine.    By  which  mcanes  you  gott  vndcr  them; 

Stow-in-tlie-(^V)old  upon  the  edge  of  Glocc-^tersliicre.  and,  after  a  sore  conflict  on  I'otli 
sides,  Sir  Jacob  Ashley  ^vas  totally  routed,  liimself  taken  prisoner,  and  1100  more 
horse  and  men  at  the  least  taken,  and  all  their  cariages,  great  store  of  amies,  hag  and 
baggage  taken.  Our  word  given  to  Col.  Morgan  was  "  God  he  our  guide;"  the  word 
of  the  enemy  was  "  Patrick  and  George."— Perfect  Diurnall,  Xo.  1110. 

This  resembles  a  transcriber's  error.  It  might  possiljly  have  originally  stood 
*'  it  was  done,"  or  "  woi'."] 

[y  It  carried  a  2001b.  slicll,  according  to  Birch's  own  accinuiL  ^^ilcn  he  vcqufsted 
80  barrels  of  po%\'der  froin  tlie  Houses  for  tlic  bombardnuMii.  (I'eifeet  Diurnall, 
June  22, 1G4G.)  An  ancient  mortar,  called  "Roaring  Meg,"  and  measuring  lo  inche~< 
"across  the  mu/./le,  whicli  at  one  time  was  set  up  as  a  post  in  Pri^lge  Street,  Hereford, 
but  has  since  been  removed  to  tbe  Ca-tle  (ireeii,  may  be  the  piece  in  question,  not- 
withstanding the  local  tradition  that  "  it  saved  the  Cathedral."  Nothing  of  tlie  kind 
is  mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  the  defence  against  the  Scots;  and  it  seems  very 
probable  that  liirch  would  preserve  and  remove  to  his  o^\n  residence  the  instrument 
of  the  reduction  of  Goodrich  Castle.  His " mortar  i)ieccs"  were  transferred  to  Raglan. 
(Gary's  ^Memorials,  i.  142.)  "l^oaring  ^regs"  were  sent  for  fioni  London  to 
the  siege  of  Reading.] 
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and  tliey  findeing  the  same,  and  sawc  tlicmselucs  lost,  desired  only 
tlieir  lives:  Sir  Henry  Lingen  and  all  the  rest  being  your  prisoners, 
whereof  60  were  officers  and  gentlemen.  This  was  the  end  of  your 
martiall  imployment,  wherein  I  thinke  as  much  of  God  was  seen  as 
most  can  recite  :  and  although  I  doubt  not  of  your  flaithfull  and 
gratcfull  memory  hereof  towards  God,  yet  I  conceaue  my  sclfe 
bound  to  present  you  with  this  breifc  collection,  being  all  I  haue 
to  tender  to  you  in  answere  for  all  your  {Favours  towards  mee: 
thercvnto  adding  my  prayers,  that,  heeing  ^  God  hath  called  you  to 
bee  a  Member  of  Parliament,  hee  will  continue  his  goodness  to 
you,^  and  make  you  venj  instrumentall  tlteare^  as  you  haue  been 
elsewhere,  for  the  glorie  of  his  name,  and  good  of  his  people. 
Amen/ 


^  noive.  ^  "there"  cancelled. 

*=  Colonel  Birch  was  chosen  a  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Leominster 
in  the  year  1646. 
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1G43.  ^  Confusion  prevailed  in  tlie  city  of  Bristol  on  ^larcli  7,  IGIS.^ 
tol.]^"  The  appearance  of  so  inany  armed  men  in  the  neiglibourliood  of 
course  excited  great  ferment  among  the  population.  Fiennes,  Avho 
had  openly  declared  himself  by  otlier  actions,  kept  his  counsel  and 
was  not  unprepared.  He  had  been  opposed  to  the  Cavaliers  in 
fight  at  Powick  Bridge,  Edgehili,  and  else-\vliere,  and  now  took  his 
stand,  in  defiance  of  Eoyal  authority,  as  governor  for  the  Parlia- 
ment. Pie  had  under  him  sufficient  force  to  suppress  a  rising  :  his 
own  regiment  of  cavalry  at  least,  witli  sucli  soldiers  as  Essex  liad 
left  behind  him,  and  volunt-eers who  had  placed  themselves  under 
him.  We  have  seen  Birch  as  their  captain.  Prom  the  beginning 
of  October  many  of  the  youths  of  the  place,  under  tlie  Parliamentary 
plea  of  acting  for  the  King,  were  already  expert  in  arms,  tlie 
defences  had  been  made  up,  and  evidently  there  was  no  access  Imt  by 
the  gates,  Fiennes  was  therefore  ready  :  and,  as  he  had  secret  in- 
structions from  the  Parliament,  he  skilfully  anticipated  the  place 
and  the  time.  Five  in  the  morning  was  the  a|)pointed  lioui'.  There 
was  an  ancient  bridge*^  over  the  Avon,  connecting  the  northern  and 
southern  parts  ;  it  stood  upon  four  arches,  and,  like  that  at  London 
over  the  Thames,  was  covered  with  houses.  It  formed  a  quarter 
for  the  Parliamentarians,   wlio  were  called  by  tlieir  opponents 

[1G12  in  the  MS.,  the  year  then  ending  on  Mareli  1?5.] 
^  Note  1. 

c  This  brido'C  ^vas  only  10  iVet  in  width,  and  had  a  chajn  1  of  llic  Viririn  npon  it 
25  yards  hnig  and  7  wide,  built  in  tin;  rci^n  of  Jvh\ard  JIJ.  'J'hc  Mhok"  was 
demolished,  and  a  new  one  erected,  in  1708. 
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Bridgcmcn  and  Roundheads.^  Both  parties  were  aware  of  its  im-  ir.i:^. 
portance  ;  but  the  Parliamentarians  had  already  secured  it.    Here  ^^'^''^'^ 


*  Among  many  papers  found  in  the  house  of  Kobcrt  Yeomans  Avas  one  to  the 
following  effect :  "All  inhabitants  of  the  Bridge,  tlie  High  Street,  and  Cora  Street, 
keep  within  your  doores  upon  perill  of  jom-  lives."  (Vicars,  God  in  the  ]SIouut, 
280.)  The  Bridgemen  were  the  strongest  Parliamcntnrians  in  tlic  eitv.  (A  Full 
Declaration,  &c.  London,  1643.)  "We  have  no  idea  where  Birch's  residence  might 
be,  but  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  his  abode,  or  at  least  his  store,  was  not  there, 
as  that  was  entirely  plundered,  which  Boe  would  not  have  omitted  to  mention. — J.  ^V. 

^  Vicars,  God  in  the  Mount,  278. 

c  According  to  Barrett  (History  of  Bristol,  227)  the  disclosure  was  attributed  to 
"  some  tattling  females."  Boe  has  not  said  that  the  search  and  arrest  were  per- 
sonally conducted  by  Birch,  only  that  he  had  them  in  his  custody  within  a  short 
time  after  he  received  the  infoniiatiou.  The  real  actor  was  Captain  Jercmie  Buck, 
who  made  oath  before  the  council  of  war  of  having  seized  Yeomans  and  twenty- 
three  others  at  his  house  on  7th  ^March  at  ten  at  night.  The  discrepancy  of  hours 
between  this  information,  the  statement  of  Vicars,  and  that  of  our  narrative,  is  oi 
little  importance.  ("  The  severall  examinations  of  the  treacherous  consi)irators,"  ^cc. 
Husbands,  May  23,  lC-i.3,  King's  pamphlets,  Brit.  Mus.)  The  character  of  Buck  for 
wauton  severity  and  cowardice  well  qualified  him  for  such  an  undertaking.  Mer- 
curius  Rusticus,  xvii.  156,  "  a  busic  mercer  of  Hampton-rode."  Bibl.  Gloucestren- 
sis,  cl.  IGi.  [A  letter  published  in  Seyer's  Memoirs  states  that  intelligence  of  the 
meeting  at  Yeomans's  was  given  to  the  governor  in  council  of  war,  where  the  writer 
was,  about  1  (qu.  10?)  o'clock  ;  and  that  they  sent  Buck  and  40  musketeers.  Lang- 
rish  says  in  a  letter,  "  At  ten  at  night  we  had  intelligence  that  the  malignants  of 
the  city  had  meetings  in  several  houses  thereof,  namely,  at  one  Yeoman's  house  : 
whereupon  our  Capt.  Buck  with  some  foot,  and  I  with  a  party  of  hoi-se,  were  sent 
thither  ;  where  we  found  21  persons  that  stood  upon  their  guards  at  the  said 
Captain's  entrance  thereunto;  but  when  they  saw  my  party  and  said  {c-'w)  tliat  I  had 
sent  for  a  canon  to  batter  tlie  house,  tliey  yielded,  an<l  laying  down  tludr  arms  I  am- 
veyed  them  all  to  the  castle."  He  also,  and  Capt.  Goodicr's  soldiers,  made  the 
subsequent  seizure  at  Boucher's  liuuse.  Ko  mention  occurs  of  Birch,  who  may  have 
been  ordered  to  the  castle  to  receive  the  prisoners.] 
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1C43. 
March. 


[Suppression 
of  lioyalist 
plot.J 


saw  some  men  go  into  ]\Ir.  Ycomans  house  at  10  or  nccr  11  of  the 
clock  tliat  night.  AVherupon  halfe  tliat  company  (th.c  Lord  bclni:^ 
pleased  to  make  the  matter  serious  to  them  in  the  ^ll^t  and  bare 
reLation^)  witli  a  troop  of  horse  went  presently  to  th.e  house,  and 
there  found  many  men  (as  had  been  related  to  them)  with  many 
pistols  and  muskets  ready  charged  :  All  these  men  were  presently 
apprehended  and  sent  away  to  the  castle  to  be  kept  safe;  and.  the 
same  night  also  the  company  at  Bowchers  house,  being  suspected 
because  they  had  not  hung  out  light  as  they  should  have  done,  were 
in  the  like  manner  apprehended,  and  so  happily  hindered  the 
tolling  of  that  fitall  knell." 

Encouraged  by  ordinance  of  Parliament,  the  governor  proceeded 
with  rapidity  in  his  career  :  the  press  and  the  pulpit  lent  their 
ready  aid:  a  thanksgiving  was  appointed  ^\'ithout  delay. Jolm 
Tombs,  a  Puritan  divine  of  great  celebrity,  had  receiitly  arrived 
with  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  when,  after  spoiling  Hereford  and  the 
neighbourhood,  he  passed  through  on  his  journey  to  raise  the  AVest. 
Tombs  had  been  hooted  at  in  the  streets  and  expelled  from  his 
parish  of  Leominster,  and  there  he  was,  a  refugee,  prepared  by 
suffering  and  temper  for  the  occasion.  He  stood  up  in  the  pulpit 
of  All  Saints,  from  which  George  AVilliamson  had  been  ejected  to 
the  regret  of  the  people,  and  preached  to  the  civil  and  military 
authorities  two  sermons,  which  were  ])ublisliod  by  order  of  Parlia- 
ment. A  short  preparatory  narrative  of  the  affiir  seems  to  have 
been  read  by  him.  In  the  epistle  dedicatory  he  mentions  the 
deliverance  of  the  city  as  a  very  remarkable  and  memorable  thing, 
and  thus  alludes  to  his  own  sufferings  as  the  cause  of  his  appearance 
among  tliem.  "  Li  commemoration  and  acclamation  thereof  it 
pleased  God  that  by  the  appointment  of  one  of  you  1  should  have  a 
part,  having  by  God's  providence  bin  driven  hither  for  shelter 
against  the  unreasonable  and  impetuous  violence  of  su]K~'rstitIous 


*  The  Parliament  ordered  a  tliank.s^ivinp-  ^llroll^•out  tlic  kin 
March  10.    (Conuiions'  Juiuuals,  ^Marcli  14,  1G42.) 


'doni,  to  1)C  held 


it 
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people,  enraged  by  the  instigation  of  bloody-minded  Papist?,  cornipt 
priests,  and  loose  libertines."  ,,:  Such  is  his  account  of  those  from  ' 
whom  he  fled.  Happy  in  his  escape  from  Herefordshire,  and  seeing 
nothing  but  what  was  right  in  his  new  friends,  he  ju.-tificd  their 
proceedings  ;  endeavouring  to  make  it  appear  that  their  ends  were 
to  protect  the  city  for  his  ^Majesty,  and  to  remove  all  scruples  and 
prejudices  by  labouring  to  prove  that  sometimes  it  might  not  be 
rebellion  to  resist  the  personal  will  and  command  of  the  King/'  In 
other  similar  publications  this  unsuccessful  attempt  made  with  the 
King's  approval  was  branded  v^ith  terms  that,  the  lioyalists  con- 
sidered could  only  be  applied  with  his  i\Iajesty's  authority  and  for 
his  defence.  It  was  called  a  plot,  a  conspiracy,  an  attempt  at 
wholesale  murder  :  but  what  chiefly  annoyed  them  was  the  latter 
assertion.  Though  much  allowance  must  be  made  for  exasperation  in 
such  an  unnatural  contest,  candour  will  be  ready  to  admit  that  the 
intention  of  massacring  their  opponents  was  urged  against  the 
unfortunate  Eoyalists  for  party  purposes,  and  as  a  justification  for 
the  severities  that  ensued.  It  is  far  from  being  improbable  that 
death  mio-ht  have  been  occasioned  in  the  stru^'cde,  for  arms  were  in 
the  hands  of  either  party  ;  but  those  on  the  King's  side  upon  their 
examination  utterly  denied  any  intention  of  bloodshed,  he  King 
himself  denied  it.  The  sufferers  themselves  denied  it  with  tlieir 
dying  breath.  Colonel  Essex  had  in  the  first  instance  got  possession 
by  stratagem  when  no  resistance  had  been  made;  and  again,  when 
Fiennes  took  his  place,  his  entrance  was  conducted  with  equal 
success.    But  those  who  had  just  novv^  failed  were  traitors,  con- 

*  Howell  has  doscriV)cd  how  those  ^vho  really  desired  peace  were  aflecLed  amidst 
the  confusion  introduced  by  the  cro.>s-application  of  terms.  "Never  such  an 
amphibious  quarrel,  both  parties  declaring  theraselves  for  the  Kiii;^:  and  makiii.u'  use 
of  bis  name  in  all  their  renionstrauces  to  justifie  iheir  actions.  The  alTectioiis  and 
understandings  of  tiic  people  were  never  so  confounded  and  })ux./.lcd,  not  knowing 
where  to  acquiesce  by  reason  of  such  counter-ccmmauds.  One  side  calls  tlic 
resisting  of  royall  connnands  Loijali j  ;  the  other  terms  1(>;/''U//  the  oj)po>iiig  of 
Parliamentary  orders  and  ordinauces."  EugUuuVs  Tcarcs;  Dodona's  Grove,  101. 
CAMD.  SOC.  G 
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spirators,  and  had  intended  to  massacre  man,  woman,  and  chiM. 
Eobert  and  A\'illiam.  Ycomans  and  George  Boucher  with  Edward 
Dacres  were  eminent  citizens;  ihe  first  had  been  sherllT  of  the  city 
the  previous  year.  Koe  has  oidy  specified  two  of  tlie  kjaders,  and 
passes  briefly  over  the  tragedy  of  tlie  story.  A  commission  was  sent 
down  for  holding  a  court  martial,  of  \vhich  Fiennes  was  the  pre- 
sident:  the  trial  of  the  party  ensued,  and  Yeomans  the  elder  iiwl 
Boucher  were  sentenced  to  die  as  traitors.  Great  efforts  were  made 
by  the  King  to  save  them  :  a  letter  was  wadtten  by  the  Earl  of  Forth 
at  his  Majesty's  command  containing  a  threat  that  if  sentence  should 
be  executed  several  prisoners  whom  he  had  in  his  hands  should  be 
put  to  death.  He  endeavoured  to  stay  the  proceedings  by  addressing 
the  civil  authorities  ;  Fiennes  in  his  turn  thre^v  out  a  menace  of 
retaliation  upon  certain  prisoners  of  consequence  left  in  his  power  by 
Sir  T^'illiam  AYaller  after  his  expedition  into  Herefordshire;  but  such 
barbarities  liad  not  then  been  as  they  afterwards  were  practised  at 
a  still  more  savage  period  of  the  war,  and  the  King  humanely 
forbore.  Happy  had  it  been  if  all  in  this  dispute  who  had  the 
power  of  retaliation  in  their  hands  had  followed  this  noble  example. 
To  such  even  the  heathen  could  assign  his  paradise  or  heaven  : — 

Quisquis  est  placidc  poteus, 
Domiau-:quc  vita-,  serviit  iiinofiuis  nuinus, 
Et  incrueutum  iiuti:>  imperiuin  regit, 
Auimoqne  pareit;  louga  pcrmciisus  diu 
Felicis  revi  spatia,  vel  caluin  petit, 
Yel  Ireia  felix  nomoris  Ely^ii  loca.' 

The  governor  had  now  got  the  upper  hand,  and  proceeded  to  put 
the  sentence  into  execution.  Kobcrt  Yeomans  and  George  Boucher 
•were  to  die  the  death  of  traitors.  Much  interest  in  Bristol  was 
employed  to  save  them.  The  mayor  and  corporation  endeavoured  to 
intercede  l"or  them,  for  they  were  highly  respected;  the  former  had 
eight,  the  latter  seven,  children  ;  but  the  governor  was  inflexible,  and 

*  Seneca,  Hercules  Fuieus,  iii.  7;U»,  i  t  .^oj'j. 
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tlic  execution  took  place  under  o-rcat  luiuiiliation  au'l  cruehv.  i'^-'- 
These  circumstances,  tliougk  omitted  by  Hoe,  are  not  unfit  to  be  " 
dealt  with,  and  miglit  have  been  much  enlarged,  as  characteristic  of 
the  heat  and  temper  of  the  times. 

Things  being  in  the  state  tliat  has  been  described,  we  are  not  [riU-cOi  nt 
informed  what  the  merchant-soldier  continued  to  do  at  Ihistol.  ■^""'^^^'■''■^ 
"We  may  be  prepared  to  find  that  he  had  not  at  once  laid  aside  his 
sword,  though  from  his  letter  it  may  be  fairly  interred  that  he 
remained  in  the  occupation  described  by  it.  The  inference  is  fiir, 
though  conjecture  is  not  history.  This  liowever  is  certain  from  the 
tide  of  events,  that  the  proceedings  of  commerce  were  everywhere 
greatly  impeded  ;  the  connection  between  London  and  Bristol  was 
hampered  by  the  Cavaliers  ;  Gloucester  was  in  possession  of  tlie 
Parliament;  Worcester  and  Shrevrsbury  were  in  the  hands  of  tlie 
King ;  and  the  passage  of  the  river  was  still  infelscd  by  the  opera- 
tions of  war. 

Fiennes,  satisfied  with  the  course  that  he  had  takcn,^  had  strength-  [rroocc-l 
ened  the  garrison  to  2,000  foot,  200  volunteers,  and  300  horse  and  capture  oi 
dragoons  at  least, had  repaired  the  fortifications,  and  had  been  l''"'^^"'  ] 
complimented  by  the  Parliament  for  having  placed  so  im])ortant  a 
city  in  security  for  them.'^    But  the  hour  of  reverse  was  at  hand, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Royalists  should  liavc  con- 
sidered it  as  a  retribution,  though  the  extent  of  it  could  have  been 

»  Sec  Bristol  Tracts, 2?assijn.  Vicars  represents  the  population  at  Bristol  a^lmvinc; 
acquiesced  in  tlicir  snfEcrings  and  execution,  i.  284.  Compare  llie  account  wiili  that 
in  Jvlercurius  Ensticus,  i.  174,  et  scqq.  for  both  sides  of  the  question. 

^  lie  justified  it  1)y  the  command  of  his  superiors,  ITis  Excclleiicy  the  Lord 
General  and  tlie  tv.'o  Houses,  from  -^vliom  he  had  recei\'ed  tlianks. — J.  ^V. 

c  Trial,  790. 

^  In  confidence  of  heart  he  vras  proved  to  have  boasted  at  times  tliat,  sliould  it  be 
assailed,  he  ^vould  dispute  every  foot  of  ground  with  the  enemy  to  tlic  utmost  ;  that 
it  should  be  won  from  him  by  inches  ;  thalliis  Hh^^  .-.houM  be  his  windiuir-lieet  ;  that 
he  would  keep  tbc  city  or  it  sliouhl  keep  him,  or  he  woukl  hiy  his  bones  there.  (Trial 
of  N.  Fiennes.)— J.  W. 
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little  foreseen.  The  indefinite  period  of  seven  months  mentioned  by 
Koe  must  be  reduced -•to  that  which  is  comprised  between  ]\Iarch  7 
and  July  26.  In  the  course  of  this  interval  the^Royalists  and  Par- 
liamentarians had  been  struggling  for  superiority^in  the  AVest  with 
a  variety  of  fortune,  inclining  at  length  to  the  former,  who  were 
lookin^x  towards  Bristol  with  rec^ret  and  indifrnatlon.  It  was  a 
prize  to  either  pai  ty.  Sir  William  Waller,  the  Parliamentarian 
general,  to  whom  we  shall  have  occasion  to  advert  more  parti- 
cularly hereafter,  had  lately  received  a  severe  clieck.  On  the 
evening  of  his  memorable  defeat  at  Pioundway J)own,^  July  13, 
1643,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  governor,  he  entered  tlic  gates  of 
Bristol,  accompanied  by  the  shattered  remains  of  the  horse  under 
Hesilrige  that  had  suflered  heavy  discomfiture  in  that  battle.  Tliis 
omen  of  ill  fortune  was  succeeded  by  another,  and  Fiennes  must 
have  accepted  it  as  a  warning  to  prepare  for  the  worst,  for  Bristol 
was  in  imminent  danger.  Hopton,  recovered  from  his  personal 
disaster  at  Lansdown^  (J^dy  5),  with  his  own  Comish  and  other 
forces  commanded  b}^  the  best  ofl&cers  in  his  Majesty's  service,  was 
close  at  hand,  and  Piupert,  with  a  considerable  body  of  men,  came 
there  to  direct  tlie  operations.  The  details  of  the  ensuing  capture 
are  unnecessary  to  be  given  :  the  line  was  not  entered  on  the  side 
where  Birch  was  posted  to  defend  it:  he  was  in  a  quarter  opposite 
to  the  Cornish  forces,  where  the  most  successful  resistance  v/as 

,  *  Young  Edward  Ilailey,  the  eldest  sou  of  Sir  Robert  Ilarley,  v,-ns,  with  a.  younger 
brother,  in  this  battle  in  the  rcghncnt  of  Sir  Arthur  Hesilrige :  lie  lost  tlie  horse 
that  his  anxious  mother  Lady  Brilliana  had  given  him,  and  narrowly  escaped  there 
with  his  life.  In  a  subsequent  engagement  on  the  rarliamcntary  side  he  received 
a  hall  in  his  body  which  he  carried  to  his  dying  day.  lie  was  a  much  yalued  and 
respected  friend  of  Colonel  Birch  ;  and  is  here  mentioned  as  one  to  whom  he  looked 
np  with  no  common  reverence,  and  as  a  neighbour  to  whom  he  was  greatly  indebted 
when  the  Colonel  settled  in  the  county  of  Hereford  in  after  years.— Lady  B.  Hariey's 
Letters,  ccii. 

^  [Pic  had  been  shot  tlirough  the  arm,  und  on  the  following  morning  dangerously 
hurt  by  the  explosion  of  an  aiumuuitioa-wagon.J 
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made  ;  and  the  number  of  principal  ofTicers  killed  on  the  l\in;^^'s  \r.\:\ 
part,  tliougli  not  equal  to  ^Yhat  Roe  has  stated  in  a  general  way,  -'j- 
was  yet  very  considerable;  among  them  some  of  the  flower  of  that 
army.  This  was  a  loss  that  Roe  might  vrell  allude  to,  for  it  was  a 
disaster  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  loyalist  officers,  Grandison, 
Slanning,  and  Trevanion,  could  not  be  repaired.^  Yet  he  admits 
that  the  conduct  of  the  defence  was  far  from  satisfactory,  by  treating 
it  with  a  delicacy  that  checks  from  indulging  in  the  language  of 
merited  censure.  Of  course  in  his  cautious  expressions  he  is  alluding 
to  Fiennes  and  other  officers  of  the  garrison.  Fiennes,  a  better 
orator  than  swordsman,  afterv/ards  challenged  inquiry  into  his  con- 
duct, was  brought  to  trial  before  a  court-martial  at  St.  Alban's, 
Dec.  14,  1643,  and  received  sentence  of  death  in  his  turn.  ^More 
fortunate  than  the  wretched  victims  wlio  fell  under  his  lasli  at 
Bristol,  he  was  sheltered  by  the  interest  of  his  father  with  the  Ford 
■  General.  Mortified  by  liis  disgrace,  he  passed  over  to  the  Con- 
tinent, whence,  after  a  residence  of  two  years,  he  returned,  but  not 
to  war.  It  could  hardly  escape  notice,  as  a  singular  circumstance 
connected  v/ith  his  own  reverse,  that  he  had  himself  persecuted  the 
family  of  Yeomans  to  such  extremity  that  the  eldest  son  had  been 
driven  into  exile. ^ 

That  Birch  was  of  some  consequence  with  the  governor  may  be  [Surrender  of 
inferred  from  the  evidence  he  gave  upon  the  trial  of  Fiennes.  He  ^''^'^^^^d 
is  mentioned  more  than  once  :  for  instance,  as  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  arsenal  and  the  quantity  of  powder  contained  in  it  at  the 
surrender,  and  as  being  a  member  of  the  council  of  war  held  pre- 
vious to  the  parley.  lie  was  also  of  the  party  who  met  the  lung's 
commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  treated  expressly  witli 
them.    The  5th  article  in  the  surrender^  specially  provided  that 

*  [Or  rather  Birch;  for  this  is  one  of  the  passages  where  a  vacant  .space  in  Koe's 
MS.  has  heen  filled  in  by  lam.] 

b  Clarendon,  vii.  <=  The  Tavo  State  Martyrs,  19. 

^  Trial,  787,  794. 
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"  all  tlie  gentlemen  and  otiier  persons  shall  have  liberty  to  reside 
here  3  days,  or  depart  with  their  goods,  wliich  they  please  and 
this  article  was  introduced  at  his  express  suggestion.  Such  being 
the  extreme  limit  allowed,  he  appears  to  have  availed  himself  of  it, 
and  to  have  stayed  to  the  last  to  witness  the  behaviour  of  the 
soldiery.  The  6th  article  of  the  capitulation  contains  a  pledge  that 
*'  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  shall  be  secured  in  their  })crsons, 
families,  and  estates  from  plundering  and  all  other  violence  and  wrong 
whatsoever."^  It  is  upon  the  violation  of  this  to  a  certain  extent  that 
Koc  has  attributed  "eternal  shame"  to  him  who  permitted  it. 
That  the  writer  has  here  indulged  in  an  expression  of  indignation 
against  the  Prince,  when  the  war  was  over,  is  no  wonder.  Kupert 
"was  throughout  the  whole  of  it  a  butt  for  a  Parliamentarian  to 
shoot  at.  It  should  however  be  remembered  that  the  Governor 
Fiennes  himself  acquitted  both  the  Gernian  princes  of  connivance  at 
any  excesses,  for  some  indeed  there  were,  that  were  directed  both 
against  the  soldiers  that  retired  and  the  citizens  that  remained.  "  I 
must  do  this  right  to  the  princes,"  says  Fiennes,  in  his  relation 
made  to  the  House  of  Commons  a  few  days  after  tlie  event,  "  that 
they  were  so  flir  from  sitting  on  their  horses  triumphing  and  re- 
joicing at  these  disorders,  that  they  did  ride  among  the  plumlerers 
with  their  swords,  hacking  and  slashing  them,  and  that  Prince 
Eupert  did  excuse  it  to  me  in  a  very  fair  way,  and  with  expressions 
as  if  he  were  much  troubled  at  it."  ^  Ihit  1^'iennes  could  only  have 
spoken  to  wdiat  he  had  himself  observed  when  he  marched  out  with 
the  garrison  in  the  morning:  the  evening  and  the  two  fallowing 
days  exhibited  scenes  of  a  diflerent  character.  The  spoil  of  Peading 
that  could  not  be  prevented  by  the  Parliamentarian  general  had 
already  set  the  example.    Every  town  within  the  theatre  of  con- 

*  E.  Warbiirton's  Fr.  Kupert.  ii.  2G0. 
"Wiirliuvton,  ii.  2C7.    "  I'riiicc  ]iu[icrt  (r\s  the  ^'•ovcrnor  ?aitli)  was  vcrv  iiol.lc  in 
doing  bis  ciulcivonr  to  prevent  di'-order,  luit  could  not  prevail  with  tlic  ooninnui 
soldiers." — Kingdom's  Weekly  Intelligencer,  Aug.  ]  m  8,  1^13. 
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tention  luid  its  sufterings  : ^  tliosc  of  Bristol,  from  its  consequence, 
stood  high  upon  the  list.    Throughout,  it  endured  the  miseries  of  a  ^ 
divided  population,  and,  though  not  exposed  to  the  liorrors  of  a 
lengthened  siege,  vras  twice  subjected  to  those  of  a  surrender  after  a 
storm. 

Birch  at  the  time  of  the  capture  showed  himself  a  brave  and  a  [I'irtli  '[nits 
prudent  man.  Having  by  his  personal  interference^  secured  an '^'^^ 
extension  of  three  days  to  all  Avho  desired  to  wiihdraAv  themselves, 
their  families  and  property,  and  having  himself  taken  advantage  of 
this  to  the  last,  he  is  represented  as  waiting  so  long  after  tlie 
garrison  and  others  ]v?A  marched  out  towards  AVarminster  as  to 
comprouiise  his  personal  safety.  The  volunteers  were  unnoticed  in 
the  capitulation,  but  of  course  as  a  citizen  he  had  liberty  under  the 
agreement  to  retire.  Of  this,  or  of  the  fate  of  his  ]>ropcrty,  it  is 
only  intimatedi  that  his  personal  escape  was  attended  with  danger; 
in  the  recollection  of  it,  and  of  the  many  obstacles  in  the  way,  he  is 
reminded  in  general  of  tliat  superhuman  Power,  by  which,  amounting 
almost  to  a  miracle,  he  was  conducted  and  sheltered  through  them 
all.  He  quitted  the  place,  never  to  return  till  he  entered  the  line  a 
victor,  sword  in  hand,  when  it  was  stormed  by  Fairfix  in  1645.'^ 
In  noting  his  escape,  and.  the  language  in  which  it  is  described,  the 
reader  who  is  acquainted  with  the  reverses  of  this  flital  story  will 
hardly  forget  that  the  same  expression  is  applied  to  him  that  was 
long  after  employed  towards  the  King,  when,  subsequent  to  the 

^  The  royal  visit  after  this  calamity  is  thus  noticed  in  the  Court  Z^fercury.— Tlio 
King  was  received  at  Bristol  with  great  joy  and  trininpli  and  acclanuxrions.  The 
town  seemed  on  fire  wi:b  bonfires,  and  the  streets  could  hnrdly  be  passed  for  the 
throng  of  the  pcoure.  The  mayor  and  his  brethren  were  commanded  t<>  keep  to  tla  ir 
houses  till  they  had  ansv^-ered  for  the  mm-der  of  the  two  martyred  citizens.  Merc. 
Aulicus,  July  30. 

^  Trial,  ut  antca. 

c  [It  appears  from  Seyer  (Memoirs,  ii.  203)  tliat  he  gave  an  account  of  what  he 
had  witnessed  in  a  tract  entitled  Tlie  Tragedy  of  l^ristol  ;  published  hy  Captain 
Birch,  Mr.  Powell,  and  other  citizens  of  Bristol,  friends  to  the  rarliauant."] 
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throutrli  tlic  ^vlI(]s  of 


[Defection 
from  the  Par 
liament.] 


July-Oc^tober.  ^^^^  ^Hiis  last  great  battle  he  was  wandcrin;^, 

Herefordshire,  eneq,nipassed  by  enemies ;  Ico  in  it'mcre  was  a 
favourite  phrase  of  the  tirne.^ 
rtrUamc^^^^^^^^  The  lions  to  whom  Eoe  alludes  had  indeed  struck  terror  into  the 
hearts  of  the  Parliamentarians,  and  tliis,  it  has  been  eonfidently 
affirmed,  had  it  been  immediately  followed  up,  might  have  decided 
the  question  in  flrvour  of  the  King,  though  there  is  yet  sullicient 
evidence  to  excite  a  reasonable  doubt  whctlier  the  delay  at  the  siege 
.  of  Gloucester,  through  which  Charles  ultimately  lost  his  cause  and 
his  life,  w\as  altogether  at  tlie  moment  a  blunder.^ 

In  touching  upon  the  confusion  and  hesitation  of  many  of  tlie 
Parliamentary  party,  the  writer  has  censured  the  conduct  of  those 
noblemen,  the  Earls  of  Bedford,  Clare,  Holland,  and  others,  who 
left  their  quarters  ^  to  repair  to  those  of  the  Kijig  at  Oxford,  vritli  a 
view  of  seeking  reconciliation  and  pardon.  Enough  had  occurred  to 
shake  the  public  and  private  confidence.  Bloody  battles  had  been 
fought,  strong-holds  liad  been  lost  and  won,  cities  had  been  stormed 
and  sacked  or  laid  under  contribution,  more  than  enough  indeed  to 
create  alarm  either  in  remaining  at  home  or  going  abroad.  ^^lany 
of  all  ranks,  gentlemen  and  others,^  who  had  just  after  the  capture 
obtained  passes  to  visit  their  friends,  cont)ibuted  by  their  accounts 
to  inspire  a  dread  of  the  Cavaliers  wherever  they  wei'e  to  be  jnet 
with.  Birch  had  no  other  alternative  tlian  that  of  taking  his 
journey,  and  by  the  account  must  have  run  considerable  risk  on 
his  way. 

Though  the  dangers  of  ti'avelling  are  here  only  alluded  to,  tliey 
may  easily  be  understood.    Trade  had  continued  to  languish,  f  )r 

*  Iter  Carol.  Sept.  15,  lC-15.    Waller's  Yin-lication,  15.    Tlie  Scots  ii.^od  it ;  Cla- 
rendon, vi. 

It  is  not  generally  known  how  strongly  the  King  was  nrgcd  and  temptcil  by 
intelligence  on  which  he  thought  he  could  depend.    Ivapin  is  of  opinion  (hat  he  was 
in  the  right  to  set  about  it.    linpcrt  was  earnestly  i)rcssed  by  connnunications  from 
the  City  itself.    MS.  Correspondence,  Brit.  Mus.  i.  85,  100,  lOG. 
«  Note  2.  Clarendon,  viii. 


[Difficulty  of 
travelling.] 
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overland  communication  was  interrupted  by  ?eriou?  embarrassments. 
The  Houses  had  endeavovired  to  secure  all  intercourse  for  iIk  ni- 
selves  upon  the  high  seas ;  the  Earl  of  Warwick  had  been  made 
High  Admiral  of  the  lleet,  and  such  of  tlie  Parliamentarian.- as  in 
despair  had  resolved  to  eiuigrate  couL]  at  any  time  have  put  their 
trunks  on  board  at  the  Thames,  and  bid  farewtU  to  their  native 
country;  for  the  process  of  voluntary  exile  with  removal  of  pro|)City 
was  still  going  on."'^  The  mouths  of  the  Thames  and  the  larger 
rivers,  and  most  of  the  ports,  were  open  to  them.  But  though  the 
Parliament  were  dominant  by  the  sea-board,  there  were  too  niany 
difficulties  by  land  or  river  conveyance  to  allow  free  trade,  once  the 
object  of  Birch's  desire,  to  be  as  yet  anything  more  than  a  wish  and 
a  matter  of  contention.  If  the  attempt  at  treaty  that  took  place  at 
Oxford  during  the  spring  of  1G13  was  attended  ^or  a  short  time 
with  the  opening  of  communication  with  the  metropolis,  it  could 
not  control  what  was  taking  place  in  other  parts.  It  entered  indeed 
into  the  discussions  there,  but  transit  was  grievously  han'i})ered  else- 
where; neither  goods  nor  persons  attending  upon  t1iem,  such  carriers 
as  Birch  was  reported  to  have  been,  were  by  any  means  secure 
from  pillage.  j\Iuch  of  the  traffic  was  managed  on  packhorses; 
but  these  might  be  the  bearers  of  ammunilion;  when  the  packages 
were  stopped  and  opened  on  the  road,*^  they  became  the  booty  of 
the  greedy  soldiers.  The  King  had  opeidy  professed  to  have 
redressed  this  grievance  on  his  part  "wlicrever  it  had  happened ;  he 
affirmed'^  that  "  no  complaint  concerning  the  robbing  of  carriers  by 
his  soldiers  had  been  made  to  him,  which  he  had  not  received  to 

,  "  Ilampdcn  aiul  his  fricnd.s  were  not  the  only  parties  tliat  made  the  aitcmpt.  Sir 
Edward  Nichohis,  writing-  to  Tho.s.  15ushell,  e.sq.,  Dec  LM,  l<;i2.  .^ay.s:  there  are  200 
trunks  sent  aboarde  shippes  heh:>we  London  hrid-e,  will)  warrant  and  orde'-  ironi 
Parliament  that  they  shall  not  he  opened  or  seareluMl."  Kiehols's  CoUeelanea 
Topo.L^r,  et  Gcnealo-iea,  vol.  v.  p.  I'OO. 

^'  The  Parliament  had  loni:  ])revi()us  to  thi.s  time  L'ivcn  strict  orders  'or  searrhin.:: 
carriers  before  they  started  from  tlieir  inns  in  Loudon.  J.  Jnly  i.  1'.',  K". L',  <Y 
alibi.  '  April  1,  Kajdn,  II.  xxi.  17:!. 
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the  relief  and  reparation  of  the  suHerers;"  but  tlic  state  of  the 
country  wlicre  the  •Cavaliers  prevailed  liad  become  increasingly 
worse;  and  those  who  ventured  to  travel  for  coniuiorcial  purposes 
might  hazard  their  property  or  their  lives. '"^  Expeririice  bad  shown 
that  neither  the  road,  tlie  inn,  nor  the  walled  town  were  suflicicntly 
secure.  Instances  had  occurred  in  several  places.  Wben  Colonel 
Hastings,  younger  son  of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  was  abroad 
with  his  troopers  from  Ashby-deda-Zouch,  he  had  infested  tbc 
passages  within  his  reach,  and  gained  the  unenviable  distinction  of 
Eob-Carricr.'^  It  was  believed  that  he  had  plundered  upon  one 
occasion,  about  the  beginning  of  ?*lay,  60  packhorse?  with  their 
packs.  A  month  after  his  soldiers  dragged  a  Blackwell-IIall 
factor  from  his  lodging  at  Daventry,  plundered  him  with  violence, 
beat  him,  burned  his  papers,  and  trampled  him  in  the  niire.^  At 
Reading  in  the  month  of  December  ]\Ir.  Boys,  a  citizen  of  London, 
an  eminent  dealer  in  strong  waters,  was  arrested  on  Ids  journey  to 
receive  such  moneys  as  were  due  to  him,  brought  to  a  court 
martial,  and  hanged  as  a  spy  by  Sir  Arthur  Aston  the  governor/' 
Through  all  existing  and  ensuing  difficulties,  liowever,  Birch 
escaped,  in  Roe's  opinion  as  by  a  miracle;  and  it  is  evident  that, 
though  still  a  man  of  business,  he  became  a  merchant  no  move. 

The  rout  and  ruin  at  Roundway  Down  had  been  nothing  short 
of  complete.'^    Several  hundred  of  the  best  troops  from  the  garrison 

*  [The  city  of  "Worcester  presented  a  petition  to  liis  ^rnjcj-iy  tliat  tlu'ir  trade 
consisted  chiefly  of  clothing,  but  heiug  unable  to  come  to  London  they  could  not  sell 
their  goods  or  pay  their  assessments ;  thereuiion  they  iutreated  permission  to  trade, 
which  being  granted,  the  clothiers  and  cl)n[imen  sent  out  their  conunoditie;^,  but 
were  met  by 'the  King's  forces,  who  rol)bod  tlieinof  their  goods  on  the  road.  Weekly 
Accompt,  June  20,  IGl-i.] 

^  Certaine  luformations,  I\Iay  20  to  June  5,  1013.  He  was  thu=;  furnished  and 
attired: — He  rode  with  a  cloke-bag,  containing  his  l)f)oks,  «.^c.,  had  a  riding  coat, 
han^^'cr,  cane,  and  buck?kiii  gloves,  and  was  dlsti!igui>hcd  by  a  gi'ld  ring. 

«=  Spcciall  Passages,  Dec.  1G42. 

^  Corbet,  wlio  was  military  chajjlaiu  to  ^^assey,  the  governor  of  Gloucester,  affirms 
that  Waller  had  not  "the  rcliques  of  an  army."    Military  Government,  in  Bibl. 
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of  Bristol  had  shared  tlic  fute  of  tliat  battle,  and  by  tliclr  loss  con- 
tributed towards  the  surri;>ndcr  of  the  city.  Ilurrviiig  in  utniusL 
confusion  by  way  of  ^^"arwick  with  a  scanty  company  o("  horsemen, 
"Waller  and  Hcsili-ige  had  readied  tlie  metropolis.  Fiennes  and 
Birch  had  also  arrived  tliere,  and  tlie  hitter^  as  already  shewn,  was 
summoned  to  give  evidence  on  the  trial  of  t'ne  former  for  cowardice 
in  his  late  command  at  Bristol.  The  Parliament  wisely  caressed  their 
beaten  general,  recelvt^d  him  as  though  he  had  been  trlumpliant/' 
gave  him  a  more  ample  command,  and  strained  every  ellbrt  to 
supply  him  with  another  army.  According  to  the  proverb  then  in 
use,  tliey  saw  that  there  was  no  alternative,  but  tliat  they  must 
*'  either  win  the  horse  or  lose  the  saddle."  ^  At  this  juncture  Birch 
met  with  Sir  Arthur  Hesilrlge,  whom,  it  is  fair  to  believe,  he  might 
have  seen  at  Bristol :  the}''  became  personally  acquahited,  and  the 
captain  availed  himself  of  the  experience  the  colonel  had  acquired 
in  raising  volunteers.  He  had  been  a  frequenter  of  the  ArtlUeiy 
Garden  and  tlie  musterings  in  jNIoorficlds,'^  and  understood  well  the 
art  of  enlisting,  lie  could  go  into  Snuthfield,  as  he  once  did,  to 
buy  a  hundred  horses  for  his  regiment  when  occasion  required.'^ 
He  was  also  the  very  man  to  instruct  and  help  him  in  the  work  of 
levying  a  foot-regiment.    While  Essex  was  complalnijig  of  neglect, 

Glouc.  54.  lie  came  to  London  wirh  aliout  100  men  :  Ilcsilrigc  with  about  20. 
Pari.  Scout,  July  20-27,  1G43.  Second  lutelliuencc. — How  Ilesilrigo  coutrivcd  his 
personal  escape  is  a  niTstery  tluu  is  unueccs>ary  to  look  into.  lie  had  receiv  ed  a 
■wound  iu  the  arm  and  a  hurt  ia  the  ear,  and  been  publicly  prayed  fnr  in  the  metro- 
politan churches.    True  Relation,  ire.  Bibl.  Glouc.  2<)2. 

*  [The  following  entries  in  Dugdale's  Diary  afford  an  amusing  comiKU-ison:  "  July 
13,  Waller  defeated  at  Kouudway  downe.  —  25,  Waller  enters  Loudon  triumph- 
antly."] 

b  Spcciall  Passages,  Aug.  27,  1613. 

c  Vicars,  God  iu  the  r^ilouut,  03,  213.  Places  selected  for  gencnil  muvteriiigs  of 
horse  on  different  occasions  were  Tothill  Field-,  ^fo  irlichls,  ;uul  the  New  Artillery 
Ground.  C.  J.  July  5,  22,  Nov.  l-l,  1012.  lu  his  eagorncss  to  obtain  recruits 
"Waller  himself  did  not  di>daiu  to  go  among  the  butclicrsof  Newgale  Market.  Mltc. 
Civicus,  Aug.  8,  1G13.  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  i.  112,  ji^vo  edit. 
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iGl.i.       of  ranks  tlimncd  by  di^^casc,  and  do?crlion  fcr  want  of  iiay,'^  re- 

Jnly. October.  ...  •     t        i  mm  •  r       v    •  ^^ 

cruitmg  still  went  otv  in  London.     i  he  operation  ol  enlisting  could 
not,  it  is  presumed,  liave  been  performed  wltliout  some  means  on 
the  part  of  Bireli  ;  wlio,  "wlietliei"  liis  misfortunes  miglit  liave  aiiseri 
from  plunder  of  stock,  destruction  of  premises,  abandonment  of 
good-will  in  business,  or  of  debts  fi'om  customers,  appears  far  from 
having  been  ruined  by  tlie  pillage  of  Bristol,''  and  literally,  ac- 
cording to  tlie  expression  of  Shakspcare,  to  have  embarked  in 
the  trade  of  w.ir."    AVhence  could  he  expect  to  be  remunerated? 
He  was  himself  well  acquainted  with  profit  and  loss,  and  was 
coupled  v.dth  a  good  adviser.    By  the  act  of  disbursing  money  on 
such  an  account,  he  enrolled  himself  among  the  patriots,  and  ren- 
dered himself  a  creditor  to  the  State/ 
[Character  of      Though  there  were  points  in  carrying  on  this  business  on  which 
llcMln-u.]      tliese  partners  would  agree,  the  manner  in  which  Hesilrige  is  treated 
in  the  ^iS.  shews  how  careful  Bircli  had  afterwards  been  to  retouch 
it  with  his  own  hands.    The  lines  drawn  across  the  commendation 
.  •     '  of  this  his  old  comrade  are  significant  of  a  very  difl'ercnt  opinion 

subsequently  entertained  of  him  li'om  that  suggested  by  Boe  : tlie 
caution  of  Birch  thus  provided  that  his  own  cliaracter  should  never 
be  so  for  committed  for  the  time  to  come,  as  to  be  identified  with 
that  of  Ilesilrlge,  and  that  no  such  expression  as  that  originally 

*  A])pciidix  I. 

^  [It  appears  by  the  Perfect  Diuniall,  Oct.  IG,  1C14,  that  lie  c.'^tiinatcd  his  loss  on 
tliat  occasion  at  "  iiuiTiy  tlioii.-anils."'] 
=  Scobcll,  40.    Oriliiiance,  May  G,  1013. 

^  The  manner  in  whicli  he  was  set  forlli  by  his  admirers  is  tluis  expressed  by 
Vicars,  nt  supra.  "  Sir  Arthur  IlasleriL;-,  a  most  {.ions  jnitriot  of  liis  countrey,  an.l 
a  most  wortliie  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a  most  valiant  and  coura,i;iou8 
commander  in  tlic  late  famous  battel!  at  Keintcn." — Vicars,  in  spite  of  liis  reli;.;ious 
£il)use,  incorrectne>s  of  numbers,  and  other  absurdities  of  jiart}',  i-^  ^  ery  valuable  aud 
useful  in  the  featiu-es,  tone,  and  teiniuT  of  the  metrop(dis. — J.  ^\'.  [The  expres^ii 'u 
employed  by  this  ^vriter  ii  utlers  it  ]»r<)b;i1)le  tliat  putroit  (in  h'cc's  uucouth  spelling) 
was  the  word  so  diliut  nily  cbliti  iatnl  by  \V\\x\\  in  the  orij^Mual.] 
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used  slioiiM  stand  before  a  future  eye.  This  striking  erasure  seems  ^  ^  \ 
to  need  some  furtlier  obser-vatlon.  Here  had  been  an  acquaintance 
formed  with  one  of  tlie  most  extraordinary  persons  of  this  tumultuous 
.age:  tlie  manuscript  sliows  it  to  have  been  so,  but  how  far  they 
ever  approached  towards  the  "  idem  vclle  atque  idem  nolle  "  of  a  firm 
friendship  must  remain  unknown.  'J'rutli  must  be  told.  Sir  Arthur 
Hesilrige  must  have  met  with  hard  measure  indeed  from  his  con- 
temporaries, if  he  could  have  been  supposed  to  have  acquired  con- 
sequence in  any  other  than  sucli  a  period  as  this.  His  temper  and 
actions  seem  to  have  been  repidsive  to  the  intercourses  of  friendship. 
Hardly  any  of  those  who  knew  him  have  been  found  v.dio  more 
-than  tolerated  him  :  and  the  greater  part  of  them  have  looked  upon 
liim  with  an  unfavourable  eye.^  Clarendon  in  one  ])lace  describes 
him  as  a  "  bold,  absurd  man  :  "  elsewhere  as  "  of  a  rude  and 
stubborn  nature,  and  of  a  weak  understanding."  ^  Ludlow,  who 
knew  him  well  and  acted  witli  him,  is  perhaps  the  only  one  who  has 
cast  the  shield  of  honest  purpose  over  his  grievous  defects.  "  He  was 
a  man  of  a  disobliging  carriage,  sour,  and  morose  of  temper,  liable  to 
be  transported  with  passion,  and  to  whom  liberality  seemed  to  be  a 
vice.  Yet,  to  do  him  justice,  I  must  acknowledge  that  1  am  under 
no  manner  of  doubt  concerning  the  rectitude  and  sincerity  of  his  in- 
tentions." Lillv,  who  bad  a  quarrel  with  him,  calls  hiin  "  furious.' 
His  constituents  had  been  warned  on  his  election  that  they  "  had 
chosen  a  knight  vrho  had  more  will  than  wit  :  "  his  life  gave  ample 
proof  of  it:  and  his  transports  of  passion  were  as  extravagant  as  his 
blunders.  He  represented  the  county  of  Leicester,  and  had  been 
one  of  those  five  members  whom  Charles  had  attempted  to  aric^t  in 
tbe  House  of  Commons.    Forward  in  olTering  his  personal  services, 

*  [Instances,  however,  mi-lit  be  cited  of  gcncrons  feeliiii:  towards  fallen  adver- 
saries. One,  relating  to  Lord  Brudenell,  and  iijecified  in  the  petition  of  tliat  noble- 
man to  the  Parliament,  July  8,  1G51,  was  originally  intended  for  ini>ertion  in  this 
Commentary  ;  another  connected  with  an  allowance  to  the  Countess  of  Nottingham 
appears  in  "Whitelockc,  May  21,  1G4D.] 

b  Clarendon,  i.  iii.  '  Memoirs,  ii.  718. 
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1043.       and  Icavino;  Ins  beautiful  house  at  Xuselcv,  near  Lekcster,^  to  <zo 

Jnlv-Octobcr.  r    '    ^  r         -  1 

out  "a  coloncllini:,  lie  exchaji^ed  it  for  tlic  striks  oi  the  great 
senate  and  the  perils  of  the  field.  ^ 
his^command"]  Extremes  of  politieal  feeling,  and  a  connnon  interest,  like  nii.H'ry 
in  the  proverl^,  bring  together  those  ^vho  miglu  otlierwise  have 
stood  at  a  distance.  The  acquaintance  of  Blrcli  and  Ilesilrigc 
soon  ripened  into  co-operation.  Hesilrige,  in  spite  of  the  late 
disaster,  attributed  in  great  measure  to  his  own  imprudence, Miad 
still  considerable  influence  with  Waller  and  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  great  ability  was  granted  to  him  in  the  use  of  the 
resources  which  the  latter  employed.  The  general  had  strong 
reasons  for  dissatisfaction  with  tlie  conduct  of  his  officei's  in  tlie 
late  annihilated  army  ;  and  was  resolved  to  correct  it  in  the  new 
appointments.  To  elTect  this  he  proved  tliat  he  placed  great  con- 
fidence in  his  commander  of  horse.  "  The  Parliaruent,"  lie  tells  us, 
"required  persons  qualified  with  piety  and  ability,  such  faithful 
centurions  as  knew  how  to  command  *  *  *  though  they  were 
not  otherwise  such  refined  men  as  I  could  wish.    *    *    *    J  .^p. 

^  '*  A  SAvect  place/'  says  a  loyalist  ofiiccv  avIio  passed  by  i\ud  saw  liis  deserted  home. 
^  If  these  statements  should  be  thought  to  have  boruc  too  hardly  ou  the  charac-- 
ter  of  this  proniiiteut  actor  hi  the  drama,  its  singularity  is  ccrtaiuly  not  coutradietcd 
by  the  expressions  of  his  epitaph  in  the  cluuvh  of  Noseley : — 
Here  lyes  Sir  Artliur  Hesilrige,  Baronet, 
Who  injoyed  his  porti<Mi  of  this  lite 
In  y*^  times  of  greatest  civill  troubles 
Y'  ever  this  ration  had. 
He  was  a  lover  of  liberty, 
And  faith  full  to  his  country. 
■t  He  delighted  in  si^ber  C(tiii])aiiy  ; 

And  departed  this  life  7th  of  January, 
In  England's  peaceable  year, 
Anno  Dom'  IGGO. 

Nichols,  from  whom  little  escapes  that  can  be  learned  by  diligent  investigation, 
-  .  will  amply  satisly  the  imiuLfcr.  (History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Leicester, 

2,  ii.  743-75:^.) 

«  Holies,  Men.oirs,  11. 
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pointed  a  council  of  warr,  \vlicrcof  Sir  Artluir  ITcsilncr:'  ^vas 
president,  to  examine  the  merits  ot  every  man  that  should  staiul  to 
bear  any  office  in  that  army."  °-  From  this  circumstance  may  be 
dated  the  result  of  the  connection  between  these  men;  all  applicants 
that  did  not  upon  examination  and  inquiry  come  under  tliis 
description  were  to  be  crossed  out,  as  unfit  or  unworthy  to  be  em- 
ployed :  and  Birch,  being  sucb  an  one  as  was  approved,  obtained 
to  his  credit  a  command.  Their  intimacy  or  friendship,  if  sucli  it 
should  be  called  at  this  or  any  otiier  time,  is  proved  by  the  narrative; 
and  the  estimation  in  which  Birch  was  held  is  justified  by  his 
appointment.  Selection  as  regarded  him  might  be  further  advanced 
through  the  interest  he  might  have  had  in  this  joint  undertaking  ; 
and  the  way,  already  hinted  at,  in  wdiich  he  might  have  contributed 
.to  their  joint  success.  Some  better  instructed  pen  might  be  able  to 
show  how  in  the  negotiations  that  attended  the  choice  made  of 
this  officer  he  secured  no  higher  rank  than  that  of  captain,  and  yet 
was  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  colonel.  As  yet  there  are  no  tra(;es 
of  his  being  styled  colonel  of  a  regiment,  though  in  courtes}''  he  Is 
set  down  as  such,  and  has  by  himself  been  allowed  to  have  been  at 
this  time  endued  with  the  authority  of  that  command.^ 
But  to  pass  on  to  the  General  himself : — 

The  denial  of  patriotism  to  Hesilrige  on  Birch's  part  docs  not  [(^'-i^li'^^ctcr  of 
extend  obliteration  to  the  just  praises  of  the  truely  honerd  "  Sir 
William  Waller.  The  terms  applied  in  the  ^IS.  to  Sir  A\'iiliam 
Waller,  and  permitted  to  stand  as  opposed  to  the  erasure  of  the 
attributes  of  his  companion,  of  whom  Birch  appears  to  liave  hcen 
afterwards  most  justly  ashamed,  may  admit  of  a  short  ikuIcc. 
Waller  was  a  gentleman  of  honourable  descent,  that  had  loariKMl 
the  art  of  war  in  foreign  service,  and  possessed  some  of  the  best 

*  Vindication,  It,  15. 

^  [His  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  under  Hesilrige  bi'avs  date  Sr[ilenil)er  2: 
yet  he  is  repeatedly  styled  Captain  in  tlie  Coninu^ns'  J(jnrnals  during  Ocluber 
1613.] 


-  ■  m  ■ 
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10)43.  qualities  of  the  soldier;  for  he  was  pious, -"^  nrcnei'ous,  and  brave.  If 
July-October.  ^      .        ,  .     .  .  '  .  ,  ,  "  .         ,         .  , 

he  chose  liis  side,  as  has  been  said,  through  ])iqiic,  lie  gamed  nothing 

by  it  ultimately  but  liard  blows,  personal  sulU'riiig,  obloquy  in 
character,  and  ruin  in  estate.  ]n  spite  of  his  late  reverse  he  liad 
well  earned  the  epithet  of  "  truely  honerd  "  liere  assigned  to  liini. 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  other  merits  or  defects  as  a  leader, 
the  chief  point  in  his  strategy  seems  to  have  been  that  of  i^ai  t'zan 
celerity  and  surprise.  Througli  tliesc  he  had 'obtained  from  liis 
friends  the  fond  title  of  "  \\^illiam  the  Coiujueror;  "  from  his 
adversaries  that  of  the  "^ight  Owl."  For  military  ])urp(K-es 
winter  or  summer,  night  or  day,  were  to  him  alilve.  It  was  tluis 
that  he  had  annihilated  the  force  of  Lord  Herbert  at  Gloucester, 
and  captured  Hereford  almost  without  a  shot..  He  was  a  kind  and 
it  mi<'ht  be  too  lenient  disciplinarian  to  his  own  soldiers,  and  ever 
disposed  to  give  quarter  to  a  submitting  enemy.  His  lively  courage 
and  cheerful  disposition  (the  Cavaliers  called  it  gn  'mir  de  cccur)  might 
'  ^  sometimes  have  drawn  him  beyond  his  judgement,  but  they  seem  to 

liave  contributed  towards  softening  the  stern  asperities  of  vrar.  His 
w^ell-known  letter  to  his  ancient  comrade  Hopton,  before  they 
crossed  their  swords  in  this  unnatural  dispute,  is  beyond  all  prai.-e.'' 
Such  in  brief  was  the  general  under  whom  Birch  was  now  about  to 
hold  a  subordinate  command.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  Esse.x  and 
Waller,  and  those  tliat  composed  their  respective  armies,  that  they 
were  of  an  entirely  dilferent  temperament,  tliat  disagreement  hiul 
taken  root  between  them,  and  they  soon  showed  that  they  could 
not  accord.*^ 

[Parliament-  As  to  the  new  levy  with  which  either  ParHamcntarian  general 
ary  levies.]      ^^^^^  craving  to  be  supplied,  the  exei'tions  of  AValler's  agents  would 


was 


naturally  and  in  a  great  measure  be  directed  towards  the  eapit.d 
a  Note  3.         '  Appciuli.x  III. 

«:  Tlionji:h  Essex,  or  as  he  was  called  "  Old  Uobin,"  was  the  first  of  tlic  h-a.lcrs 
eniploycdln  this  c  au-e,  Waller  seems  tn  have  more  thorou-hly  ,uni:u-d  the  ailVetlni, 
of  the  iie-.v  hn  ies  ;  and,  indeed,  on  many  aceoutits  he  deserved  it.— J.  W. 
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wlierc  lie  was  on  tlie  iinniedlate  personal  look-out,  and  from  wlildi  i^-^:-'- 
so  niucli  assistance  had  previously  been  drawn;  and  tliis,  by  tlie'"-"^^^' 
subsequent  account  of  his  measures,  is  sliown  to  Imvc  been  tl\e  ca?e. 
Soldiership  had  still  the  ascendancy  of  citizenship  in  London,  and 
was  fostered  in  the  most  cnger  manner  by  all  tlie  energy  of  tlie  two 
Houses.  The  city  was  still  a  vast  hive  of  arnred  men.  A  multitude 
of  these  had  previously  issued  forth  to  figlu  the  battle  of  Edge-hill'' 
and  had  returned  to  that  of  Brentford,  and  were  still  on  foot  for  tlic 
protection  of  London.  There  were  the  militia  and  trained  bandi", 
there  were  volunteers  still  to  be  picked  up  among  apprentices  freed 
from  their  indentures,^  clerks  released  from  their  oHices,  and  otliei-s 
from  less  respectable  quarters;  for  there  is  an  unknown  rabble  in 
the  dark  parts  of  every  large  city.  Some  of  these  were  to  form  tlie 
ranks  of  hastily  raised  ■  regiments.  But  besides  volunteers  formed 
from  various  parts  of  London  and  its  environs,  tlie  associated 
counties  engaged  to  send  out  and  maintain  under  AValler,  l.^y 
different  contingents,  3,000  foot  and  500  liorse;  so  that  v/ithout 
exactly  specifying  numbers  the  general  must  liave  had  suDieient  to 
repair  his  loss  and  retrieve  his  military  character.  By  this  rein- 
forcement added  to  the  wreck  of  his  former  strength,  ?0!ne  of  which 
woidd  be  reimbodied  at'ter  the  dispersion,  he  lost  little  time  in 
getting  together  what  might  be  called  a  new  arniy.  The  name  of 
Birch  may  be  searched  for  in  vain  as  colonel  in  command  of  an.y  of 
the  regular  city  regiments  that  accompanied  Waller  inio  the  W  est. 
Waiving  the  cptestion  of  the  composition  of  either  opposing  army, 

*  The  rage  for  fig-bting  among  the  Londoners  ^Yas  sbmu  by  tlic  calcubitio!;  th:\t. 
-was  made  of  enlisring  IO/mjO  volnntccrs  in  the  levy  of  lG-12.  C.  J.  July  1'.— In  If,  17 
the  Citv  had  at  tiieir  conimaiid  no  less  than  18  regiments  of  foor.  some  of  tli'^n  1  ,.si)0 
and  2,000  strong, '•  all  compounded  of  as  gallant  men  and  as  well  providt  d  fi^r  the 
field  as  any  in  the  Clirisriim  '\vorld  ;  "  and  might  have  had  botwcCTi  4  and  5thou<and 
horse,  all  mounted  by  reformado  othccrs  and  gentlemen  of  quality.  Waller's  Vindi- 
cation, 188.— J.  W. 

^  [An  ordinance  had  been  passed,  Xov.  9,  IT)  12,  encouraging  apprentices  to  enlist, 
securing  them  against  their  masters,  and  connnanding  the  bitter  to  receive  tbcni 
again  without  puni^hmenr  for  their  ab-cncc  after  tbeir  ])tddic  service  .-li.uiM  be 
ended.] 

CAM  I).  ^OC.  I 


58  MILITARY  MEMOIR  OF 

1613.       as  they  respectively  dilTered  or  aoreed  in  cliaractcr,  or  the  pronon- 

Julj- October.   ,  r      '  1  •  i  r    i  •    n-        i  l 

acraiice  oi  miseiy  that  eitiicr  ot  thcni  iiilhcted  uvon  an  nnanncil 
population,  it  is  clear  that  the  Parliamentarian  might  unfortunately 
claim  a  large  share  of  unenviable  fame.  Xeliemiah  Wharton,'  a. 
subaltern  under  Essex  in  tlie  fust  campaign,  and  oiic  of  that  sort 
that  the  writers  of  the  time  often  aflectionately  call  "  the  London 
boys,"  draws  a  lively  portrait  of  the  temper  and  beliaviour  of  him- 
self and  his  comrades,  a  frightful  mixture  of  religious  talk  and 
immoral  outrage,  of  love  of  mischief  and  rage  for  levelling.  Yet  he 
was  an  oflicer,  and  more  than  disapproved  ^  of  the  conduct  of  the 
private  under  him;  "the  ruder  sort  of  soldier,  v»hose  society," 
he  says,  "  I  hate  and  avoid."  When  out  of  materials  such  as 
these  Birch  was  to  form  his  regiment,  and  Waller  his  new  army, 
the  outcry  of  the  country  as  to  their  conduct  could  hardl}^  be  ill- 
founded.  The  recently-appointed  captain  claims  tlie  entire  re- 
sponsibility of  the  regiment  under  liim.  It  miglit  be  ho})ed, 
rather  than  expected,  that  they  were  not  identilled  with  such  as 
have  been  here  described.  The  character  of  tlie  army  has  yet  to  be 
written.  On  an  impartial  view  of  the  subject  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that,  as  to  the  common  men,  the  war  let  loose  all  the  iieedy 
and  disreputable  part  of  tlie  population,  particularly  of  Londi)n  aiid 
the  great  towns ;  such  as  necessity  compelled,  or  those  whose  dis- 
position led  them,  to  plunder  and  fight.  Essex  and  Waller,  but 
particularly  the  latter,  who  was  now  coining  a  second  time  upon  his 
levies,  enrolled,  under  the  name  of  defenders  of"  a  reformed  [jolicy 
and  a  purer  religion,  much  of  the  ofFscouring  of  the  metropolis.  It 
is  certain  as  to  the  former  that  wherever  they  came  they  left 
traces  that  defaced  England  like  an  enemy's  country;  the  deer 
were  slaughtered  in  all  the  parks  of  the  Koyalists;  their  mansions 
»  Letters  of  a  Subaltern  Olbcor,  ArcluxjoloLrin,  xxxv.  311. 

^  Trevor,  a  lvoynli.st,  \vbo  passcl  through  Worcester  and  saw  it  in  the  state  in 
which  tlicy  left  it  prior  to  the  buttle  of  Kd.u^c-liill,,  states  the  litrle  i)>.\ver  their  (.truA-rs 
had  to  repress  their  cnorniities.  "In  all  this  hnrly-l.urly  iheir  iieral  or  ollieer.s 
durst  manage  no  other  instrument  of  correction  in  their  hands  but  their  hats.  ' 
Carte,  Letters,  i.  IG. 
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were  plundered  or  dc^ti-oycd  by  fire,.     Ixid  as  they  wore,  those  I'^i.i. 
that  were  comiiiaiidcd  by  the  Earl  of  Essex  were  more  popidar  ' 
than  those  that  followed  Waller.    The  sequel  will  tell  us  how, 
when  well  direeted,  and  under  proper  Icadlnf^,  they  were  able  to 
fight. 

Nothing  can  furnish  a  clearer  insight  into  the  motives  of  Birch,  October, 
and  the  plan  he  steadily  pursued  throughout  of  seeking  recovery  [^[['J^'^'^ 
from  his  losses,  than  the  transactions  now  to  be  revealed.  Of  course 
they  would  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  Roe's  purpose,  wdilch  is  but 
to  exhibit  his  military  doings  and  sayings  to  the  best  and  fairest 
advantaire  consistent  with  truth.  AlthouMi  the  information  here 
supplied  is  little  more  than  given  in  outline,  it  may  be  faiily  thus 
enlarged.  Settled,  as  we  have  seen  him,  originally  in  commercial 
pursuits,  in  one  of  tlie  most  flourishing  cities  of  the  kingdom,  as 
soon  as  the  place  was  agitated  by  civil  discord,  this  adventurer  had 
cast  in  his  lot  on  the  side  of  the  Parliament.  AVhen  he  became  a 
volunteer  it  was  for  a  while  the  best  safeguard  of  his  property:  the 
loss  of  that  place  involved  to  a  certain  extent  his  own  loss,  and,  as 
he  had  chosen  his  side,  he  adhered  to  it  with  all  his  heart,  as  tiic 
only  future  means  of  obtaining  restitution.  With  this  view  he 
once  more  took  up  arms,  and  having  observed,  and,  it  may  be,  acted, 
in  compelling  confiscations,  had  seen  the  advantage,  and  kept  his 
eye  steadily  upon  the  first  opportunity  that  presented  itself  in  his 
own  case.  jMeantime  he  was  too  discreet  to  interfere  without  the 
authority  under  which  he  was  serving,  that  it  might  appear  as  a 
mere  attempt  at  reprisal,  and  not  as  wanton  spoil. 

About  this  time  the  Houses  had  brought  into  play  tlieir  system  [Commence. 
of  sequestration  upon  the  Royalists,  wliom  they  stigmatized  as  (lucj^tnuiun.] 
"  delinquents, and  on  whose  property,  real  and  personal,  of  what 
kind  soever,  they  laid  their  hands,  under  rules  and  cir.aim>tance3 
enacted  in  ordinances  stringent  and  severe.  Committees  were 
formed  for  this  purpose  at  diflerent  times  and  diirerent  places, 
wherever  they  could  employ  their  power.    The  practice  had  been 

«  Scoboli,  3t>,  10. 
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already  put  in  execution  at  Bristol,  under  tlie  government  of 
Fiennes,  and  was  extending  itself  in  all  directions.  Dy  warrants 
from  these  committees,  the  property  of  all,  rich  or  poor,  who  had 
voluntarily  declared  or  acted  in  tlic  most  trivial  manner  on  behalf 
of  the  King,  became  liable  to  be  seized  upon  and  conGscatcd.  In 
case  of  resistance  the  agents  employed  were  to  be  etiectually  sup- 
ported by  military  force.  It  will  be  readily  understood  that  tins 
would  ultimately  open  a  door  to  abuse:  for  thougli  tlic  commission 
was  placed  in  the  first  instance  and  for  the  most  part  in  respectable 
hands,  it  fell  in  the  course  of  time  into  those  of  the  most  crafty  and 
un^vorthy,  wdiose  sole  object  was  plunder,  and  occasioned  results  the 
most  calamitous  and  unjust.  .The  measure,  both  in  its  origin  and 
the  method  of  carrying  it  out,  has  not  been  without  its  apologists.^ 
But  partizanship  alone  can  forbear  to  weiL;h  its  acts  of  wanton 
tyranny  and  oppression  against  the  alike  indefensible  measures  of 
the  ill-educated,  misguided,  unfortunate  Charles.^'  This  machinery 
being  already  set  on  foot,  and  on  tlie  increase,  though  not  absolutely 
perfected,  our  attention  is  caught  ])y  the  following  entry  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons  : 

"  Monday,  Oct.  9,  1G43.  Ordered,  that  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Clement  and  Ann  Clement,  daughters  and  adurinistrators  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  Anne  Gofle  their  mother,  late  of  Bristol!, 
deceased,  and  the  petition  of  Walter  Sendy,  merchant,  of  Bristoll, 
and  the  petition  of  ]\Iary  Ilooke,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Ilouke  of 
Bristoll  deceased,  and  the  petition  of  Ivichard  Vickeres  of  Bristoll, 
merchant,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Navy." 

Here  is  a  question  of  grievance  that  calls  for  investigation.  The 
transaction,  whatever  it  may  be,  occurs  with  reference  to  a  place 
with  which  Birch  had  been  so  dee[)ly  corxcerned,  though  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Royalists:  and  hence  it  ndghtat  llr;t  sight  be  diillcult 

»  Godwin,  History  of  Couunomvcalth,  iii.  -iOl.  Ketrospccti vc  lieviow,  ix.  1,  G; 
xii.  2,  1. 

^  The  King's,  Quceu's,  and  Prince's  revenues  Averc  ordered  to  be  sc'|uc^tered  aud 
collected  by  crdinunee  preei-^ely  at  ihh  lime.    L(.)id:^'  Journal-,  Srpt. 
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to  understand  why  any  appeal  at  all  sliuuld  be  made  to  a  Parlia- 
mentary committee,  seeing  that , the  present  interests  and  authorities 
of  that  city  had  passed  over  to  the  servants  of  the  King.  It  will, 
however,  perhaps  be  discovered,  in  the  absence  of  otlier  proof,  that 
some  explanation  may  fairly  be  obtained  from  an  entry  in  tlie  same 
journal  on  thc-ensuing  day  ; 

October  10.  Ordered,  that  Captain  John  Blrche  be  fortlnvlth 
sent  for  in  safe  custody,  and  that  he  bring  with  him  such  warrant 
as  he  hath  to  seize  any  man's  goods." 

Should  it  admit  of  a  doubt,  whether  or  not  this  has  any 
immediate  connection  with  the  preceding  complaint,  the  article  is 
closely  linked  to  a  string  of  entries  exhibiting  some  striking  points 
in  the  character  and  conduct  of  Birch  before  he  repaired  to  the 
army.  lie  has  not  yet  set  out,  and  the  date  points  to  the  period  at 
which  he  was  resident  in  London.  The  scene  that  now  takes 
place  is  curious  and  iiistructive,  and,  if  actually  witnessed  by 
Hesilrige  and  "Waller,  for  both  of  them  were  frequenters  of  that 
assembly,  might  convince  them  of  the  drift  of  his  inlcntiun.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  Speaker  Lenthall  is  in  tlie  chair,  and  the 
several  members  are  in  their  plaees  :  then 

Oct.  11.  Captain  Birche  was  called  in,  who  produced  to  the 
House  the  Avarrants  from  the  Committee  for  Safety  for  seizing  of 
goods,  &c. 

"  After  he  had  wdthdrawn,  the  warrants  were  read,  and  Captain 
Birch  was  called  in  again  and  infornied  the"  lIou.-fe  in  particular  of 
his  proceedings  therein,  and  of  the  good  services  he  had  formerly 
done  for  the  Parliament,  and  the  many  thousands  of  pounds  he  hatli 
lost  in  their  service. 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  by  command  of  the  House,  tuld  him  (after  he  had 
withdrawn  and  come  in  the  third  time)  that  the  House  did  take 
notice  of  the  special  serviees  he  had  done,  and  of  his  discreet 
carriage  in  the  execution  of  these  warrants,  which  gave  t(»o  great  a 
latitude  of"  power,  and  have  ordered  he  be  discharged  without  fees, 
and  that  the  warrants  do  reniain  lie  re. 
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October. 


ndiscrction 
Birch.] 


"  Ordered,  that  tlie  goods  stayed  by  Captain  Bindie  do  remain 
undisposed  of  in  those  hands  they  weie  stayed  until  t]iis  House  give 
farther  order. 

"  Ordered,  that  the  House  do  take  into  consideration  to-niorrow 
morning  the  two  warrants  granted  to  Captain  Birch. 

*^  Ordered,  that  the  House  do  take  care  in  due  time  to  give  satis- 
faction to  Captain  Birch  for  the  monies  he  hath  disbursed  to  the 
Parliament. 

"  Oct  11.  Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  con- 
cerning the  clothiers'  petition  in  Gloucestershire  to  examine  the 
business  concerning  Captain  Birch,  and  to  whom  those  goods  or 
monies  seized  or  stayed  by  him  do  belong." 

At  the  end  of  a  w^eek  the  whole  of  this  ludicrous  business  was 
concluded  by  a  final  order:  "  Oct.  18.  That  the  warrant  given  by 
the  Close  Committee  unto  Captain  Birch,  to  seize  the  monies  and 
goods  going  to  Bristoll  and  Worcester,  &c.,  and  tlic  monies  and 
goods  of  the  malignants  of  Bristol!  and  AVorcester,  Sec,  be  recalled 


and  the  forty-three  pounds  ten  shillings  taken  by  the 


and  taken  up, 

said  Captain  from  AVilliam  Coles  the  factor  be  restored  again." 

Such  was,  to  all  appearance,  tlie  first  and  singular  introduction  of 
this  remarkable  man  witliin  those  walls  where  he  was  afterwards  to 
act  so  conspicuous  a  part,  and  has  been  described  by  one  wdio  knew 
him  well  as  one  of  the  best  speakers  to  carry  a  popular  assembly 
before  him.^ 

The  disclosure  of  these  incidents  from  another  cjuarter  thus  throws 
a  light  upon  the  motives  and  proceedings  of  Birch,  wliilc  he  con- 
tinued to  adhere  to  his  resolution  of  remaining  in  tlie  service  of  the 
Parliament.  Of  course,  as  already  observed,  if  lioe  knew  of  tlicm, 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  should  be  found  in  what  is  merely  a 
narrative  of  the  coura.ge  and  conduct  of  his  superior  officer  as  a 
soldier  in  the  field.  Piglitly  intentioncd  as  Birch  seems  to  ha\e 
been,  according  to  the  views  sanctioned  by  his  own  jvarty,  his 
discretion,  though  in  part  flattered  and  commended  by  tlie  S])caker, 

"  liuriict ,  i.    J  7. 
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had  not  been  allowed  to  temper  the  boldness  with  whlcli  he  hcj]  too  l^i:^- 

hastily  acted  in  pursuit  of  his  renumeration  ; '"^  for  it  will  be  iniiiiifest 

that  he  kept  this  constantly  in  mind.    So  fur,  liowever,  he  luid 

been  exonerated  from  blame.    If  a  blunder  had  been  committed, 

it  was  not  entirely  with  him.    His  part  was  rather  to  submit  to 

restitution  in  a  case  in  which  he  had  thou^-ht  to  have  nuvle  a 

successful  seizure  for  himself    The  practice  here  exliibitcd  was  not 

put  an  end  to  by  having  in  this  instance  been  checked.    All  parties 

concerned  therein  had.  however,  received  a  lesson  of  caution. 

Waller  would  more  than  ever  be  confirmed  as  to  the  necessity 

of  scrutiny  in  the  choice  of  officers;  and  Birch  himself  miglit  see 

the  uncertainty  respecting  the  success  of  thai  scrutiny,  and  tlic 

obligation  of  looking  well  to  the  iliture  behaviour  of  his  own 

regimental  comrades,  and  that  in  more  than  one  respect. 

For  that  there  had  been  , already  sundry  offences  against  their  [Mi^coiKluct 

laws  of  war,  am.onrr  those  to  whom  the  Parlianient  had  confided  the  ^^^l^^"'--^ 

,  army.  J 

leading  and  example  of  their  army,  cannot  be  denied.    The  fict  is 

cduched  adroitly  in  the  expressions  of  their  records  that  allude  to  it, 

hut  nevertheless  appears  to  be  a  fact.    Whether  it  were  only  mutin.y, 

"or  gross  and  unwarrantable  seizure  of  the  property  of  delincpaents, 

or  both,  has  been  left  to  the  judgment  of  those  under  whose  eyes 

the  evidence  might  hereafter  fdl. 

"Dec.  9.  Oriored,  That  ^Ir.  Trenchard do  write  to  Sir  W'" 

Waller  to  send  for  Colonel  Potleyes'^  men;  and  that  he  desire  Sir 

"  His  share  of  the  sequesrered  property  as  discoverer,  according  to  the  ordinance 
(ScoLell,  50),  would  have  amounted  to  one  shilling  in  the  jiound,  besides  such 
gratuity  for  extraordinary  service  as  the  Parliament  might  think  tit  to  allow  him. 

^  Trenchai-d  was  treasurer.  Of  the  difiicultics  with  which  Waller  had  to  conti  nd, 
and  the  expense  of  his  and  other  armaments,  sduic  notion  may  be  formed  from  bis 
own  words  of  complaint  against  the  Parliament:  "'In  wh:\t  condition  1  was  main- 
tained maybe  demon^trared  by  the  treasurer  Mr.  John  'J'lencbard  bi'^  accompfs, 
where  it  will  appear  that  from  the  time  of  my  setting  forth  un.to  my  di>baii<ling  I 
never  received  full  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  (an  inconsiderable  summc  com- 
pared with  what  others  had),  and  yet  out  of  that  stock  I  \\  as  tain  to  |day  tbe  good 
husband,  and  to  be  at  the  charge  to  pay  for  part  of  my  arms  and  annnunitiou." 
Vindication,  If",  17.  «  Note  4. 
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^^  Waller  to  pay  :>.en-i  a  fortnight's  pay  at  their  coming  to  his 
forces;  and  that  if  .vny  refuse  to  march,  that  they  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  t'he  law  martial:  And  that  Colonel  Potley 
cashier  those  two  c- plains  of  his  regiment  that  Mr.  Trenchard 
informed  of,  not  to  le  worthy  of  their  command."-' 
-  From  these  hints  may  be  formed  some  estimate  of  the  ofliccrs  of 
the  Parliamentary  army  assembled  at  the  rendezvous  in  and  near 
Fai'nham. 

The  castle  of  this  phice  was  of  great  importance  in  a  military 
view\  Built  upon  an  eminence  commanding  the  town,  it  had  been 
famous  in  early  history  as  the  scat  of  the  Bishops  of  ^^'inc]lcste^. 
It  was  of  noble  extent  and  magnificence,  and  contained  ample 
accommodation  for  cavalry  and  infantry.  Its  existing  state,  as  lo 
strength  and  measurement,  according  to  the  survey  of  an  ollicer  in 
this  arniy,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baines,  long  quartered  tlicrc,  in  the 
possession  of  the  writer,^  shows  it  to  have  been  very  formidable. 
The  seal  of  the  town  has  adopted  it  as  an  emblem  of  conscrpience/ 
Besides  a  principal  tower,  called  J  eyes  Tower,  it  had  a  first,  second, 
and  third  turret,  a  court-yard  with  a  pigeon-house  and  stables,  with 
several  high  basket  butteries,  and,  except  perhaps  Basing,  it  seems 
to  have  been  one  of  the  best  fortified  houses  in  t]\ose  parts.  It  had 
too  easily  fallen  into  Waller's  hands,  after  Winchester  and  its 
cathedral  had  been  rifled,  in  the  early  part  of  December  in  tlie 
campaign  of  1G42.    According  to  A'icai's it  was  taken  by  surprise, 

"  C.  J.  loco.  '  [■'  It  is  little  knowne  ainoiiirvt  us  in  the  avniy  ili:it  Sir  \\.  Waller, 
being  to  march  upon  a  hopeful  1  desigue,  some  ot  his  eonnuauders  wor.hl  nor  luarth 
without  pay;  whereupon  such  as  refused,  beinc,'  7  or  8  in  number,  he  called  them  in, 
one  by  one,  cashired  them,  and  l^ivc  their  commissions  to  their  lieutenants,  and  put 
some  of  them  in  the  gaole,  an<l  tlie  rest  were  earnest  suitors  to  be  entertained  apaine, 
but  could  not  prevaile."  Kiugilome's  Weekly  Intelligencer,  May  0  to  l,*,  \{',\?>. 
But  as  late  as  Feb.  13,  ItMl-o,  Whitelockc  informs  us  that  '•  lertc  is  fi(^iii  Sir  W . 
Waller  intimated  disobedience  in  some  of  the  soldier-  to  mar^  h  int(-)  the  ^^'e<r,  and 
desired  further  power,'"  which  ^s■as  granted:  as  the  ami}  had  then  receivcil  their  \Ki\, 
this  writer  considers  that  -  here  began  their  tir-t  unruline^s."] 

liaines'  MS8.  Le\vi>'.s  Topograph.  Diet,  suh  v.  Farnhnm. 

•«  God  in  the  Mount,  i.  2'2:\. 
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for  Sir  John  Dcnham  tlie  poet,  wlio  luiJ  been  ninde  governor  of  it 
by  the  King,  surrendered  it  after  a  few  hours'  resistance.''  At  tins 
place  occurred  one  of  those  hazards  in  war  that  AValler  lias  recorded 
in  his  '^Experiences.''  He  escaped  a  very  near  shot  from  one  of 
his  own  men,  as  he  followed  liim  in  a  narrow  passage  after  he  was 
entered.'^  The  castle  subsequently  formed  the  rarliamentary  head- 
quarters in  this  district.  Here  they  held  their  courts  martial,  occa- 
sionally deposited  their  prisoners,  and  formed  a  magazine.  Tliencc 
they  issued,  and  thither  they  retreated  for  security.  After  the  loss 
of  his  army  Waller  still  retained  possession  of  it,  and  to  return  to  it 
was  the  first  object  of  his  march.  The  Parliament  always  had  an 
eye  to  it.  Essex  had  been  charged  of  old  to  observe  it,^  for  they 
were  very  sensible  of  its  worth.  It  looked  towards  AMnchester,  and 
the  advance  of  the  Pioyalist  force  from  that  quarter,  wliere  Ilopton, 
with  a  reinforcement  under  Sir  Jacob  Astlcy  from  the  garrisons  of 
Oxford,  Wallingford,  and  Eeading,  was  about  to  move  forward  for 
the  opening  of  the  next  strife  in  arms.  He  had  recovered  I'rom  his 
hurt  received  at  Lansdov/n,  and  was  very  desirous  to  try  his  fortune 
acrainst  his  ancient  comrade,  who  was  not  loth  to  meet  him  in  his 
turn.  Indeed  Hopton,  by  orders  from  the  King,  anticipated  Ids 
adversary,  for  while  part  of  the  new-raised  regiments  were  drawing 
nigh  to  Farnham,  he  had  himself  led  a  party  to  Arundel,  the  castle 
of  which  he  seized,  and  left  in  it  a  garrison  under  command  of  Sir 
Edward  Ford,  sherilT  of  the  county,  to  encourage  the  lioyali^ts 
there.    Scarcely  had  he  returned,  when  he  found  that  AA^iUer  was 

*  Waller  forced  the  eate  with  a  petard,  and  it  surrendered.  Sir  John  Denhani 
in  retnrn  for  this  mortification  thus  lampooned  Inni  for  his  rout  at  Konndway 
Down : — 

Great  William  ilic  Con  

So  fa.-t  did  he  run 
That  he  left  half  hi?  name  bcliind  liim. 
It  had  been  as  unfortunate  on  the  King's  side  to  entrust  the  government  of  Farn- 
ham to  Sir  John  Denliam,  the  poet,  as  it  was  on  the  other  bide  to  eonfhie  IJii.-tol  to 
Kathaniel  Fiennes,  the  lawyer.    Neither  of  them  proved  fit  to  be  tru-tcd  with 
important  command. — J.  AV. 

b  Experiences,  MS.  ^  C.  J.  Nov.  23, 
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in  and  around  Famham,  wliithor  lie  hastened,  to  bring  him  to 
action. 

The  arrival  at  this  place  of  new  levies  from  London  was  soon 
followed  by  petty  encounters  on  the  debatcable  ground  near  Waller's 
head-quarters.  According  to  Clarendon  and  Whitclocke  these 
bickerings  for  a  day  or  two  were  attended  with  no  greater  result  to 
either  except  that  Waller's  horse  were  driven  into  the  castle:  but  an 
event  occurred  that,  according  to  his  own  admission,  might  have 
been  attended  with  a  most  serious  issue.  The  Ivoyalist  drew  out 
and  formally  offered  his  adversary  battle.^"^  Thus  they  stood  for, 
some  time  opposed  to  each  other  in  the  field,  and  Birch's  regiment 
advanced  to  take  up  its  ground,  when  botli  parties  separated  without 
a  stroke.  His  eulogist  insiimates  that  the  strength  of  his  regiment 
might  have  had  an  effect  upon  the  fortune  of  the  day,  and  that  a 
Providence  interfered  in  his  favour  ;  whereas  the  armies  never 
seriously  engaged  :  the  same,  but  with  the  real  reason  and  extent  of 
the  danger,  is  candidly  admitted  by  Waller  himself,  who  reckons  it 
among  his  hazards,  and  congratulates  himself  upon  his  own  escape 
from  rain.  Let  the  reader  judge  for  himself.  "  Att  Farnliam  God 
appeared  wonderfully  for  me,  when  the  Lord  Ilopton  drew  upp  his 
whole  army  within  demy  culvorln  shott  of  me,  being  (with  the 
forces  of  Sir  Jacob  Ashley,  who  was  then  joyned  with  him,)  att  the 
least  eight  thousand  horse  and  foot,  and  (thorough  the  mistake  or 
neglect  of  my  adiutant  generall,  and  the  slackness  of  my  men  in 
drawino-  to  the  rendevous,)  I  was  not  able  to  face  him  with  two 
thousand,  in  that  extremity  the  Lord  tooke  opportunity  to  shew 
himself  for  me.  by  sending  so  thick  a  mist  all  the  morning,  that,  by 
reason  thereof,  the  ennemy  durst  not  give  on,  but,  without  at- 
tempting further,  drew  ofl'  again,  1  was  that  day  delivered  from 
an  imminent  destruction." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  tliat  the  regiment  in  whicli  Liieh  was  to 
serve  v/as,  through  his  own  effbrts,  and  those  of  Ilesilrige,  com])lete  ; 
and  that  after  what  had  happened  to  correct  and  improve  it,  when 
*  JSote  5.  ^  Sec  Note  17.  «=  Experiences,  MS. 
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the  hour  of  its  active  duties  arrived,  it  was  as  well  appnlut'^d  as  cir- 
cumstances would  allow.  As  to  the  drill,  tlicrc  were  Low  Country 
soldiers  and  Scotch  officers  to  be  found  in  London;  there  was  I'otley 
also,  a  superior  officer,  to  have  helped  tlieni.  He  hiinsoU'  liad  a 
regiment,  and  was  a  disciplinarian  expert  in  niilltary  matters.  As  to 
the  strength  and  maintenance  of  a  regiment  in  the  maturcr  Ollvciian 
times,  a  statement  in  the  Antiquarian  Picpei'tory will  sufiiciently 
inform  the  reader.  It  never  consisted  of  less  than  1,0(X)  privates, 
though  sometimes  a  few  more.  But  respecting  the  sort  under 
immediate  observation  nothing  need  be  required  beyond  the  satis- 
factory account  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baincs^  iu  a  pocket-book 
that  he  kept  during  his  sojourn  at  Farnham,  where  he  occasionally 
acted  as  muster-master,  and  seems  to  have  been  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  their  established  usages  according  to  the  art  of  war 
then  iu  vogue.  AMien  Captain  Bircli  led  his  men  to  Fornliam,  a 
perfect  regiment  of  infintry  stood  thus  as  to  numbers  and  daily 
,  pay:— 

"  The  pay  of  a  regiment  of  1,000  iToote  in  10  companies, 
&  staffe  oilicers. 


Colonell 

2 

5 

0 

Chapleine 

}  0 

8 

8 

Lieut.  Colonell 

1 

10 

0 

&  man 

Major 

1 

04 

0 

Cliirurglon  c*t 

} » 

9 

0 

7  Captains 

0 

05 

0 

2  mates 

10  Leuitenants 

2 

oc" 

"o" 

IMarshall  & 

} » 

4 

8 

10  Ensignes 

>  1 

10 

0 

> 

Ids  man 

21  Sergeants 

1 

11 

G 

Quartermaster 

} » 

4 

S 

1  Drum  maior 

0 

01 

6 

Sc  man 

20  Drums 

1 

00 

0 

p  dayc  . 

.  1 

7 

00 

10  Gentlemen  ^ 

0 

10 

0 

18 

7 

00 

30  Corporalls  ^ 

1 

10 

0  J 

dayc  . 

.  19 

l-f 

p  daye 

18 

07 

0 

} 
\ 

p  a  if 

s 

"  Ant.  ]\ep,  ii.  5. 

^  Note  0. 

[In  the  Karl  of  Essex's  armv,  a  '•  Gcntleinun  of  tlic  Arms  "  ^va.=;  allowed  in  every 
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^                        All  officers  n  diem      .           .           .  19  14  00 
December.                                    *'  ^. , 

1,000  soldiers  p  diem  .   33  QG  OS 

The  Reo-lment  coinpleate  p  diem        .  .53  00  08 

■The  lict^lment  coinj)]eiite  p  weeke      .  371  01  OS 

The  lieglment  coinpleate  p  month     .  1,484  18  08  "^ 

The  pay  of  a  troop  of  cavalry  officers  and  incn  in  Sir  Thomas 
Fairflix's  army  was  as  follows,  fur  one  week : 


£ 

5. 

(L 

Captain 

9 

9 

0 

Lieutenant     .  , 

5 

0 

0 

Cornet 

4 

G 

G 

Quarter  jMaster 

3 

3 

0 

8  Corporals 

8 

S 

0 

2  Trumpeters 

2 

2 

0 

9  Gentlemen  . 

9 

0 

0 

91  Common  Troopers  (145.  each) 

63 

14 

0 

£105 

9 

G 

It  has  been  seen  that  while  AYaller  was  gathering  strengtli  more 
effiictually  to  meet  ITopton,  and  skirmishes  had  been  going  on 

company  of  the  foot,  at  id.  crtra  per  dlcm  ;  nnd  sixteen  "  Gentleinm  of  tlie  Ord- 
nance "  for  the  Avhole  of  tbut  bnmch  of  tlic  service.— C.  J.  Mar  1  and  0,  liW  L] 

Who  they  were  recei^-es  no  exi)bination  ;  tlu-y  were  pc'rhaps  intended  as  snper- 
niimerarics  to  fill  up  vaeaneies  in  tlie  ullii  iMs. — .1.  ^V. 

*  [During- the  Troteetorate, someAvhat  diirerontly  ctlicered,  l,r)I2/.  Ant.  JJep.  ii.  .'>.] 
^  Maijor  Papers,  I.  British  ]Mnscnni. — [A  eavalry  rcLiinient  consisted  nsnally  of 
three  or  four  troops.  Cruso,  Ca.-tranictation  ( 1  tM2),  ]().— On  the  Royalist  .-ide,  it 
was  proposed,  in  May  lG-1-1,  to  all-Av  the  troopers  in  ^--arrison  at  AVoodst<>ck  Manor 
Is.  per  week,  "  which  is  but  a  little  niove  than  a  third  part  of  tboir  pay."  Sir 
E.  Walker's  Papers,  MSS.  Hail.  Gsni',  1 17.— An  i'>tlniate  by  O.l.  T.  lUa-irt.-  all(»\vcd 
Zs.  Gd.  for  each  soldier,  hay  and  oats  each  jkm-  week.  Ibid.  OSdl,  Is:,.— The  Pari 
of  Manchester  received  31,000/.  per  month  for  M.OOti  men  ;  the  new  modelled  army 
of  21,000  Avas  allowed  -14,'.».j'>/.  'J'be  e.xaetitui.s  of  Fairfax  on  the  city  of  P>ath 
and  hundred  of  Pathforum  are  shown  by  the  records  of  the  corporation  to  have  been 
90,000/.  for  six  months,  in  nddition  to  twelve  nvmths  pay  (amount  not  specified) 
granted  previou-ly  I— Such  is  war.] 
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bet^Yeen  tliem,^  the  loyalist  had  stolen  a  inarch  down  to  Arundel,  j^^JI;^!^'^^ 
and  formed  an  imperfect  settlement  there.  This  Avas  the  initiative 
that  had  broken  oil  their  mutual  observation  of  eacli  other's  motions, 
and  had  become  a  prelude  to  more  serious  occurrences.  About  this  [^Valler  sur- 
time  also  he  had  pushed  forward  a  detachment  to  Alton,  a  rural 
town  between  Winchester  and  Farnham.  By  these  means  he 
thought  to  have  cftrengthened  himself  and  impeded  the  progress  of 
the  enemy  in  those  parts,  while  he  pursued  his  object  of  an  im- 
mediate encounter.  Just  as  he  had  returned  from  the  expedition  to 
Arundel,  Waller,  who  saw  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  began  to  thwart 
his  measures.  He,  on  his  part,  had  established  an  outpost  at  a  village 
called  Crondall,  dangerous  as  exposed  to  attack  from  Alton,  but 
within  retreat  to  his  head-quarters  :  there  he  set  Birch  in  command. 
Waller,  who  had  occupied  Alton'*  personally  in  his  former  campaign, 
could  not  but  have  been,  acquainted  with  its  condition  as  he  left  it  ; 
but  it  had  now  changed  hands  ;  and  Captain  Birch  (for  so  for 
the  present  he  must  continue  to  be  called),  to  whom  it  was  new, 
took  care,  during  his  short  stay  at  Crondall,  to  obtain  exact  in- 
formation of  every  part  of  its  existing  state  by  spies.^  The 
Eoyalists  there  under  the  Earl  of  Craford'^  had  constructed  defences, 
now  wholly  slighted  and  undistinguishable,  consisting  of  outworks 
with  double  trenches  and  a  half-moon  near  the  cliurch.  As  these 
were  open  to  assault.  Waller's  determination  was  to  carry  them  by  a 
surprise,  in  which  Birch  was  to  bear  his  part.  As  the  account  of 
what  ensues  in  the  ]\IS.  is  chiefly  occupied  with  his  personal  share 
in  the  transaction,  it  may  admit  of  the  introduction  of  a  few  ac* 
companying  features.  On  the  evening  of  Doc.  12  a  rendezvous 
was  held  of  about  5,000  horse  and  foot  in  Farnham  Park,  ^hircliing 
first  towards  Basing  to  elude  suspicion,  they  turned  soon  after  mid- 

«  Wliitelocke,  74. 

b  Carte,  MSS.  Letters,  TAhl  Bodl.  EEKE,  3G. 
^  Note  7. 

^  [This  nobleman  had  served  in  the  wars  between  the  IVle-s  nnd  Tmk>  :  bin  if  lie 
brought  away  any  military  rei)Utation,  it  was  not  increased  liy  his  acliievcmeuts 
nearer  home.] 
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They  came  in  sight  of  the  place  about  nine  in  tlic  morning,  Birch 
having  captured  a  scout-master  on  tlic  Avay,  whose  comrades  escaped 
to  apprise  Craford  ol'  his  danger.    As  the  Parliamentarians  stole 
along  the  slopes  that  commanded  the  whole  town  and  adjacent 
country,  they  were  amused  by  his  irresolute  eflbrts  to  escape  ;  they 
saw  how  he  was  headed  and  turned  back  by  a  party  of  their  own 
cavalry,  how  he  passed  again  through  the  town  towards  AVinchester, 
and  ultimately  succeeded.    They  raised  such  a  shout  of  derision  as 
made  the  neighbourmg  woodlands  ring.    Thence  they  descended, 
taking  the  outworks,  planting  their  colours,  closing  with  horse  every 
avenue,  and  proceeding  up  the  street.     Colonel  Kichard  Boles, 
a  brave  officer  with  a  regiment  of  great  reputation  recently  arrived 
from  AVallingford,  being  left  to  the  result,  retired  with  these  and 
some  horse  to  the  church  and  churchyard,  and  resisting  in  hope  of 
receiving  succour  awaited  his  fate.    Shut  up  and  su.riounded  they 
threw  wide  the  door,  met  the  assault  and  sustained  it,  not  a  man 
surrendering-  till  the  Colonel  was  slain. ^     The  ixii'ticulars  of  this 
encounter  are  described  in  tlie  ]\IS.,  in  which  Bircli  has  tlie  credit 
of  being  the  first  who  entered  the  street,  and  has,  by  tlie  publication 
of  this  narrative,  at  length  so  flir  obtained  it;  tl'iougli  neitlier  in  an 
official  statement  published  by  tlie  Parliament,  nor  in  a  letter  ap- 
parently from  an  eye-witness  aboumling  with  particulars,  does  his 
name  occur.    'J'he  death  of  Boles,  unnamed  by  Poe,  was  owing  to 
his  own  refusal  to  surrender  or  accept  of  life  at  theii'  hands;  for  tlie 
subject  of  quarter  had  been  settled  between  "Waller  and  the  Marquis 
of  Hertford  before.    ''On  Saturday  a  messenger  came  to  Sir  W. 
Waller  from  the  Earl  of  Hertford  de-iring  Sir  ^^'illiam  tirat  in  any 
future  action  between  the  armies,  his  men  might  give  quarter; 
Waller  replied  that  if  any  of  his  men  should  refuse  to  give  quarter, 
so  barbarously  did  he  conceive  of  that  action  that  he  would  quarter 
him  and  make  him  an  example  to  others.''''    One  littlo  circumstance 
may  wind  up  the  story,    Cratbrd,  the  fugitive,  had  left  lu-lnnd  hint 
«  Xote  8.  rnrl.  Scout.  Thur>rlay,  .hily  f..  KU.'K 
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a  butt  of  sack  that  tlie  courtesy  of  A\'allcr  liad  sent  lilm;^  the  j^J^J'^Jj 
Parlianicntary  soldiers  took  a  mcvlicious  pleasure  in  disappoliitiiiLf  the 
chivalry  of  their  general  towards  an  enemy;  they  drank  the  wine 
with  exultation,  and  the  joke  was  thought  so  good  as  to  find  a 
special  place  at  the  end  of  tlie  narrative  authorised  by  Parliament. 
Such  were  the  incidents  that  first  familiarised  l>ircli  witli  scenes  of 
bloodshed,  so  far  as  is  recorded  in  the  ^IS. ;  and  it  is  afterwards 
more  than  hinted  that  his  conduct  excited  the  jealousy  of  one 
superior  officer,  who  kept  an  eye  upon  his  brave  behaviour,  and 
brought  him  into  jeopardy. 

Many  colours  were  found  concealed  in  the  church  at  the  sur-  [^'''^'^''[^"-^ 
render:  the  prisoners,^  "some  of  the  choicest 'men  since  the  war  London.] 
began,"  tied  in  pairs  with  match,  were  brought  to  Farnliam,  and 
afterwards  to  London,  wherewith  certain  of  the  city  regiments  they 
were  met  and  paraded  in  procession  by  the  Lord  ^layor  and 
authorities.*^  This  seemed  to  give  proof  of  an  actual  advantage 
gained  over  the  enemy.    Captors  and  captives,  by  this  display  they 

*  [A  somcu-hat  similar  instance  of  courtesy  occuiTcd  when  I'rince  Ivupcrt  drew  off 
from  Bristol  on  the  failure  of  Yeomans's  plot.  The  \\Titer  f)f  a  letter,  who  signs 
himself  J.  H.,  says  that  when  the  Prince  sent  to  demand  the  bodies  of  two  of  his  men 
killed  by  a  shot  from  the  town,  "  the  trumpeter  enquired  for  me,  and  said  my  Lord 
of  Cleveland  desired  me  to  send  him  a  pound  of  tobacco ;  ])ut  I  beiuy  out  of  the 
way,  Colonell  Fines  sent  him  one  pound  and  Colonell  Popham  another."  (Seycr's 
Memoirs,  ii.  3G7.)  Lloyd  tells  us  that  he  would  take  a  hundred  pipes  a  day,  <'  lirst 
used  to  it  in  leagures."] 

b  Note  9. 

^  It  appears  they  were  part  of  a  picked,  or  what  in  niodern  times  avouM  be  called 
a  cracli,  regiment.  The  traces  of  its  being  rei)aired  by  enli>rinent  or  exclumge  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  accotmt  of  the  night-march  of  Charles  L  l)y  the  Krv.  Yaugbau 
Thomas  (Oxford.  8vo.),  where,  at  p.  2."),  are  entries  from  the  register  of  Yarnron, 
Jan.  14,  1C43,  to  Jan.  31,  IGtl,  of  the  burial  of  several  of  that  regiment.  It  is  al-o 
mentioned  in  Symonds's  Diary,  p.  IGO,  as  keptup  imdertbe  name  of  Puli's.  and  com- 
manded by  Sir  George  Lisle,  whose  huncntcd  death  at  Colchester  in  1 G IS  nearly 
closed  the  military  sulferings  of  the  Cavaliers.  Poles  had  been  in  Peading  during 
the  siege,  and  one  of  the  party  appointed  to  treat  of  the  surrender, — Yicars,  God  in 
the  :Mount,  312.  Several  of  the  othccrs  taken  at  Alton  were  retained  prisoners  till 
the  April  following,  when  they  procured  liberty  to  solicit  an  exchange.  MSS. 
Papers  of  Sir  Edw.  Walker:  MSS.  Harl.  6802,  71. 
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Dec.  14. 

[Waller's 
march  to 
Araudel.] 


helped  to  elevate  the  tone  of  tlic  j.ublic  mind.  I^^iicli  and  his 
volunteers  were  still  left  behind  witli  tlic  army.  Ilis  military 
character  continues  to  exj)and,  and  acniulres  strength  as  we  advance. 
Tliis  became  more  and  more  evidtMit  to  tliose  into  whose  society  lie 
was  cast,  or  who  envied  his  talent,  that  tliough  he  might  be  a 
novice,  he  had  given  full  proof  of"  liis  valour,  and  was  under  no 
necessity  of  concealiug  his  appetite  (or  fighting. 

The  71  ex t  step  in  the  campaign  is  the  march  to  Arundel.  Tliis 
is  another  specimen  of  the  mode  in  which  AValler  carried  on  hos- 
tilities, or,  in  the  refined  sarcasm  of  Clarendon,  "  the  masterpiece  of 
his  generalship."  He  had  lately  succeeded  so  well  by  rapidity  of 
movement  and  surprise  that  the  experiment  must  be  repeated. 
After  only  a  few  hours  of  repose  he  led  his  men  against  another  of 
Hopton's  assailable  positions,  llopton  had,  as  we  have  related, 
recently  (Dec.  4^)  taken  Arundel  Castle,  and  left  in  it  an  insufilcient 
and  refractory  garrison  composed  of  ill-assorted  individunls,  whom 
the  governor,  Sir  l^dward  Ford,  had  been  unable  to  reduce  to 
military  obedience.  lie  had  also  failed  to  victual  the  place;  ami  he 
was  besides  himself  unequal  to  the  duties  required  of  him.  d'h.e 
season,  thouo;h  nearly  mid-winter,  was  favourable,  open  though 
severe;  and  the  frost  had  dried  up  and  hardened  the  roads.  Accord- 
ingly, without  sufiering  their  excitement  to  be  interrupted,  A\'aller 
carried  his  men  without  delay  over  the  distance  between  Farnham 
and  Arundel,  wdiere  he  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day, 
leaving  Hopton  to  regret  his  loss.''  Jt  will  be  recollect'^l  that  the 
greater  part  of  Waller's  army  were  youths,  and  there  is  no  hint  of 
their  being  immediately  hampered  by  any  convoy,  even  of  guns. 
A  leadinf  feature  of  this  occurrence,  memorable  on  manv  accotmts, 
evidently  made  a  lasting  imjtression  upon  Koe  and  his  superior 

*  [Dn^ilalc  savs  the  town  ^vas  L'aincd  Dec.  .'),  the  cattle  Dec.  9.  lie  fixes  the 
surprise  at  Alton  Dtc.  It,  a  day  later  ihaii  ami  the  "  Xarraticai '"  publibhcd  by 
the  Parliament.] 

^  [Clarendon  observes  that  "  tlic  Lord  llopton  sustained  the  l(^-s  of  tlint  vc'-imenL 
■vvitb  extraordinary  trouble  of  mind,  and  us  a  Avound  tliat  ^vo^.ld  blecil  inward." 
History,  viii.] 
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olBcer,  namely,  tlic  comfort  derivable  in  a  ^Ylntcr's  morning  from  li:i:>, 
tlie  outspread  arms  of  the  noble  lealless  trees  in  the  park,  while  in 
suggesting  this  he  picturesquely  describes  the  dlllerent  groups  of 
armed  men,  taking  up  their  ground  as  they  arrived,  and  passin<^ 
their  bivouac  in  the  open  air. 

Eager  to  hasten  to  the  encounter,  Waller's  skirmishers  took  [P.irch  nssmlis 
immediate  advantage.  The  veteran  Potley,  Avho  had  seen  hard  ^^''""'''■'•J 
wint<?r  service  with  the  Lion  of  the  !Xorth,  gave  command  for  the 
assault  on  that  winter's  morning.  About  sunrise,  with  a  force  of 
less  than  a  regiment  and  a  half,  composed  partly  of  Sir  William 
"Waller's  regiment,  partly  of  his  own,  with  musketeers  and  pikes, ^ 
for  cavalry  at  first  he  had  none,  Birch  was  ordered  to  attack  the 
work  protecting  the  castle  and  the  town.  Behind  it  stood  the 
Cavaliers,  double  in  number,  wdth  horse  and  foot  ready  to  receive 
him.  Ilis  exposure  to  a  service  of  so  much  hazard  is  attributed  to 
jealousy  on  the  part  of  Potley,  in  consequence  of  his  forward 
bravery  at  Alton.  However  this  may  be,  he  proved  himself  at  any 
rate  equal  to  the  emergency,  fearless  and  active,  fit  to  direct,  and 
add  example  to  his  command.  It  is  his  second  and  perhaps  hitherto 
most  arduous  trial.  His  order  is,  to  force  his  entry  into  the  castle. 
After  a  short  and  imperfect  movement  in  advance,  he  made  an 
improved  disposition  of  his  inferior  force,  and  for  their  better 
security,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  wdio  derided  him.  In  a 
second  movement,  still  leading  the  way,  he  surmounts  the  rampart. 
Struck  down  and  abandoned  when  all  the  assailants  are  driven  out, 
he  stands  alone,  still  exposed  to  fire,  pike  in  hand,  wiih  Ids  face 
towards  the  enemy  in  a  picturesque  attitude,  ready  once  more  to 
receive  the  support  of  his  men.  Once  more  the  attempt  is  made; 
the  rampart  is  again  surmounted,  and  he  moves  forward,  some 
cavalry  coming  to  his  assistance.  A  body  of  reformados  sally; 
accompanied  by  the  ill-regulated  mass  that  llopton  had  left  behind 
as  a  garrison,  but  at  length  they  give  way.  A  rush  of  mingled 
combatants  tow^ards  the  castle  ensues;  it  is  a  dense  and'  struggling 

*  Note  10. 
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^643.^      crowd,  intent  upon  nuitual  dcstniction.    The  i^atcs  arc  slmt,  l.nit 
tlicy  enter  tlie  street  together  fighting.    In  the  course  of  thi<  con- 
fusion, while  Birch  i?  cheerrully  encouraging  those  about  liim,  the 
.  "  shot  are  %ing  thick;    AValler's  lieutenant-colonel  and  a  brave 

Scot  are  slain  close  to  him.  lie  draws  his  men  on  one  side  c>r  the 
street,  is  hiniself  struck  by  a  bidlet  in  the  act,  and,  while  attempting 
to  retire  unobserved,  faints  in  the  moment  of  victory.  This  picture 
of  an  assault  needs  little  to  heighten  its  graphic  lineaments,  though 
some  things  may  be  added  to  illustrate  and  exphiin. 

[Soldier-like  The  coolness  and  impetuosity  of  the  in'hicipal  pcrsonaire,  his 
conduct  of  .  -,  1  1  •       i/  •         1  1     1       ^  1 

Birch.]  contempt  ot  clanger,  and  his  selr-possession  when  evil  had  overtaken 

him,  and  in  the  last  extremity,  give  additional  proofs  of  his  soldier- 
like qualities.  xVmidst  this  hurricane  of  missiles  and  slaugh:er,  tlie 
chief  damage  appears  to  have  been  done  by  the  employujcnt  of 
fire-arms — pistols  and  muskets;  though  the  Litter  are  mixed  with 
pikeSj  according  to  the  tactics  then  in  vogue.  The  sudden  st-izurc 
of  the  scout-master's  horse  expresses  Birch's  forwardness  in  using 
his  license  of  management,  and  claiming  his  position  as  lieutenant- 
colonel,  for  as  captain  he  does  not  seem  to  have  been  entitled  to 
one.'*  But  the  general  was  weak  in  tliat  important  arm  of  tlie 
service.  Tliis  failure  of  horse  will  be  often  noticed;  for  it  was  a 
leading  object  of  Hesilrige  and  the  Houses  to  repair  it,  and  it  had 
great  influence  on  the  success  of  the  campaign. 
["Honest  men  Another  point  is  the  introduction  of  the  '*  gallant  Scot;  "  that 
and  rogaes."]  i;iation  being  the  favourites  of  the  hour.  As  to  the  epitlict  of 
*' honest "  captains,  it  must  be  received  in  its  own  Parliamentary 
sense;  but  it  is  employed  on  cither  side,  and  the  interpretation 
must  be  rather  political  tlian  moral.  The  remark  of  Clarendon, 
that  the  King's  troop.s  were  "  ill-ofliccred,"  has  too  much  evidence 
to  support  it;  but  whether  he  who  gave  an  account  were  Boyalist 
or  Roundhead,  those  who  acted  with  him  would  all  be  "  honest," 
those  who  acted  against  him  all  ''rogues." 

[Birch  With  Captain  Birch  all  is  now  apparently  over.     Ilis  wound  is 

■\souiided.] 

»  Yonng  Soldier,  lG-t2.  "  Note  11. 
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so  severe,  and  attended  with  sueh  loss  of  "biooi!,  tiiat  tlie  surjieons  inr.. 
abandon  at  first  siglit  any  hope  of  relievinp;  Kun;  and  lie  is  cast 
aside  on  tlie  floor  weltering  among  the  dying  and  tlie  dead.  lUit 
it  was  not  to  be  so  ;  and  tlie  deliverance."  a])parontly  owing  to 
tlie  same  cause,  was  not  vritliout  a  parallel  during  this  war. 
Hemorrhage  and  cold  had,  in  a  case ''^  still  more  remarkable,  proved 
remedial;  the  sufferer  had  been  restored,  and  survived  many  years. 
The  weather  was  now  extremely  severe,  and  the  blood,  unex- 
pectedly  retarded  in  its  circulation,  by  coagulating  gradually  ceased 
to  flow.  The  conduct  of  the  army-surgeons  ^'  in  this  instance 
appeared  to  advantage.  Th^y  had  been  occupied  nine  hours  in 
endeavourins^  to  afford  relief  to  the  various  calls  of  the  miserable. 
It  was  dark,  the  watch  would  be  set,  the  agitated  crowd  withdj-awn 
from  the  strife — 

The  weary  to  rest,  and  the  wounded  to  die.*^ 

It  tells  well  for  them  .that  once  more  after  their  labours  they 
visited  the  individual  sufferer,  almost  forgotten  as  lie  had  been 
during  the  whole  of  the  day;  him  whom  they  had  left  as  dead,  they 
found  still  breathing;  they  dressed  him,  and  put  him  into  a  con- 
dition of  safety. 

In  the  account  of  these  troubles,  too  little  credit  has  perhaps  [Surpieal 
been  given  to  the  professors  of  the  healing  art.  The  regiments  on  ^^''^^"^ 
both  sides  were  furnished  with  this  essential  help.  As  to  the 
Parliament,  tliey  took  care  that  every  regiment  should  be  supplied 
with  a  staff  both  medical  and  surgical  in  all  its  departments, 
provided  with  every  appliance  to  meet  and  relieve  the  disasters  of 
battle.  Their  help  in  the  case  of  Birch  was  most  opportune;  but 
never  man  had  better  reason  to  admire  tlie  deliverance,  or  remember 
the  Divine  mercy  exhibited  to  him  on  that  eventful  day. 

a  That  of  Sir  Gcrvasc  Scroop,  wlio  received  seventeen  wounds  at  the  battle  of 
Edgehill,  and  lay  two  days  and  two  nights  among  the  slain,  till  discovered  by  the 
filial  piety  of  his  son.— Bulstrode,  Memoirs,  85. 

^  Note  12. 
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1643. 
Dec.  17. 

[Capture  of 
Arundel.] 


[Death  of 

Cliilling- 

\vortb.] 


[Birch  goes 
to  Loudon.] 


Clarendon^  will  help  to  fill  up  the  account  of  operations  at  tins 
place.  He  makes  the  .surrender  an  affair  of  quarter  after  the  alarms 
of  three  or  four  days.  The  castle  was  all  but  taken  at  tlie  first 
rush,  when  they  entered  pell-mell  into  the  town;  hut  AValler,  ever 
too  sanguine,  was  so  confident  of  success  that  he  vrrote  to  the 
House  of  Lords  that  he  had  defeated  the  enemy  on  his  advance 
from  Farnham,  and  had  entered  the  town  with  horse  anrl  foot, 
and,  notwithstanding  a  brave  sally  made  by  them,  had  beaten  them 
into  the  castle,  and  entered  the  first  gate  with  them  :  "  the  second,'' 
he  says,  "  they  made  good  and  barricadocd,"  and  adds,  in  his  lively 
•Style,  "  there  they  are  welcome.  Truly,  my  Lords,  1  am  very 
weak  in  foot,  and  my  horse  so  hackneyed  that  they  are  ready  to  lie 
down  under  us."^ 

Among  the  prisoners  taken  in  this  castle,  may  be  incidentally 
mentioned  the  celebrated  Chillingworth,  wdiose  case  is  sadly  de- 
scriptive of  the  temper  of  the  time.  He  had  been  at  Gloucester 
siege,  took  refuge  in  sickness  at  Arundel,  and  was  brought  witli  the 
officers  to  Chichester.  Here  his  life  was,  by  the  Royalists,  reported 
to  have  been  put  an  end  to  among  controversial  disputes,  and  his 
grave  w^as  certainly  closed  over  with  passionate  indignity. 

L^nwilling  or  unable  to  trust  to  the  care  of  a  rural  practitioner, 
Birch  got  conveyed  to  London,'^  doubtless  the  best  place  to  obtain 
skilful  attendance  and  opportunity  of  resort  to  his  adviser  when 
able  to  move.  Vast  numbers  of  sick  and  disabled  from  the  begin- 
ning had  pressed  into  the  shelter  of  v/alled  towuis  for  security  and 
repose.  The  streets  of  the  metropolis  had  too  often  presented  sad 
spectacles  of  the  miseries  of  warfare.  Homeless  objects,  wounded 
and  maimed,  begging  their  bread;  loyalists  among  them  and 
prisoners,  appealing  to  the  compassion  or  provoking  the  irritated 
feelino-s  of  their  adversaries.    To  meet  this  discouraging  sight,  an 


»  Book  viii. 
L.J.  Dec.  23,  10 13. 

'  Biographical  Dieilonary,  article  Chvijnrll. 
^  Note  13. 
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ordinance  had  been  passed  for  the  relief  of  tlicir  own  poor  privates 

aud  their  families.  l)»-cuub 

The  removal  of  the  captain  to'a  place  of  rest  and  safety  answered  [Winter 
its  end  sooner  than  could  have  been  expected.  His  men,  too,  ^"•^''^'^^^d 
while  this  was  going  on,  indulged  in  a  temporary  pan?e;  they  went 
into  "  winter  quarters."  The  expression  is  ominous.  Quarters 
might  be  quarters  paid  for  by  those  who  had  tlie  means,  and  were 
not  too  rudely  dishonest  to  withhold  them,  or  the  quarters  might 
be  free.  Far  from  being  well  mannered  or  well  flushed  with  pay, 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  soldiers  of  ^Yaller  gave  special  rise  to  the 
country's  complaint  of  free  quarter;  but  wdiether  most  in  the  winter 
of  1G42-3,  or  that  of  1643-4,  on  this  score,  cannot  be  fairly  insisted 
upon;  yet  it  is  too  well  confirmed  not  to  bear  a  strong  allusion. 
Essex,  who  was  everywhere  indulgent  to  his  men,  and  yet  cautious 
of  disgusting  the  country,  had  been  forced  to  try  the  experiment  for 
seventeen  weeks  with  little  success,  or  rather  with  intolerable  annoy- 
ance to  the  public.  It  produced  a  remonstrance  and  petition  of 
the  committee  and  inhabitants  of  Hertfordshire  in  behalf  of  all 
classes  for  redress  from  such  a  nuisance  and  destruction  of  property.^ 
The  satirist  in  the  Devonshire  Ditty and  Taylor  the  water  poet  of 
Oxford,^  prove  the  feelings  of  those  wdio  were  exposed  to  it;  which 
are  elsewhere  described  by  a  contemporary  in  a  few  pungent 
sentences:  AVe  call  it  free  quarter.  What  a  grief!  to  be  made 
servile  to  provide  for  such  guests,  when  the  family  knew  that  it 
was  Judas  that  dipped  his  hand  with  him  in  the  dish.  What  an  ex- 
pense it  was  to  bring  out  all  their  stores,  laid  up  for  a  year,  and  to 
waste  it  in  a  week,  sometimes  upon  a  hundred  of  these  orgcglioes ! " 
(haughty  ones).  These  horsedeechcs  seldom  left  an  house  till  tliey 
had  threshed  the  barn  empty,  and  drunk  the  cellar  dry." 

*  L.  J.  Feb.  2G,  1043-4.  "  Ai)pon(lix  VI 11. 

'  Appendix  IX. 

«i  Ilacket,  Life  of  Williams,  ii.  20G.  [The  Commissioners  of  tlie  county  of 
Monmouth  stipnl.atod  th;U  there  should  he  no  free  quarter  allowed  to  the  Kin-'s 
soldiers  bnt  for  a  ni.-ht  or  two,  niarehing;  if  the  jiarrisons  infriii-c  d  this  ri-rcement, 
the  coutrihution  was  to  snfYer  ahatement.    July  K^,  1G15.— ^MSo.  Ilarl.  G.^r)2.J 
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of  Jolm  Birch  are  descriptive  of  a  truly  active  body 

,    mind;    for  such  he  lias  already  shown  himselt". 

[Birch  returns  ^      .         .  .  '  .  ,  .  ,  .        ,  . 

to  the  ai-my.J    J-'urmg  ins  stay  m  J.ondon  and  attention  ii  Ins  cuie,  iiis  reuections 

■v^•cre  of  course  mucli  occupied  with  his  future  prospects  and  inten- 
tions; and,  if  it  may  he  thought  admissible  in  the  comnicntator,  his 
condition  may  be  thus  described : — His  wound  has  been  dangerous, 
but  the  immediate  danger  was  passed  when  he  left  Arundch  He  had 
never  before  been  hurt  but  by  a  few  ''dry  blows  ^'  at  Alton.  He 
had  the  entire  use  of  his  limbs.  AVhat  if  he  had  been  in  the  con- 
dition of  those  wretches  that  haunted  the  public  streets,  provoking 
the  pity  or  scorn  of  tlie  passenger  !  Though  for  the  pi'escnt  invalided, 
he  was  captain  of  a  company,  witli  the  entire  command  of  a  regi- 
ment. Though  labouring  under  heavv  losses,  he  liad  made  himself 
an  acknovvdedged  creditor  of  the  Common wealtli.  'idic  obvious 
road  to  reparation  was  for  him  as  soon  as  possible  to  return  to  Ids 
men,  who  were  -  only  vraiting  for  him.  It -may  be  believed  that 
some  reflections  such  as  these  passed  through  his  mind:  they  are 
justified  by  his  former  and  subsequent  actions.  He  resolved  to 
return  to  the  army. 

By  his  successes  at  Alton  and  Arundel,  the  general  had  obtained 
a  power  of  acting  over  an  extensive  surface  in  Surrey,  Sussex,  and 
Hampshire^,  and  a  few  features  of  its  elTects  may  be  brouglit  in 
view.  At  Chichester  was  established  a  committee  to  order,  and  a 
garrison  to  enforce,  sequestrations.  1  dirties  could  rove  about  from 
Farnham,  and  vex  those  that  opposed  them.  At  Odiliam  tliey 
burst  into  the  church  during  the  perCoi-mance  of  the  service,  inter- 
rupted it  by  the  discharge  of  fire-arms,  and  called  to  the  clergyman 
in  the  pulpit,  Sir,  you  must  come  down,  we  do  not  allow  such 
kind  of  preaching."  ^  Basing  House,  the  strong  and  statcdy  seat  of 
the  i\larquis  of  Winchester,  was  an  obstacle  to  their  London  com- 
munications. AValler  had  attempted  to  invest  it,  but  drew  olf, 
unwilling  to  expose  his  men  to  the  delay  of  a  siege  in  wintry 
weather.  Bickerings  occurred  betv/een  the  garrisons  of  this  place 
*  Mere.  Aulic  i\h.  I(i4:5-1. 
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and  Farnliam.  The  Cliiclicstor  wagon  was  c:ipturc(l  and  retaken. 
In  this  mutual  harassing  the  season  passed  away/"^  At  the  end  of 
about  ten  weeks  the  army  rose:  rliireh  was  able  to  rejohi  his  com- 
pany at  Arundel,  and  renew  his  eommand,  for  some  measure  of 
importance  was  about  to  be  taken. 

!Much  of  the  mischief  and  bloodshed  in  general  dui-ing  tliis  in-  [Openinir  of 
testine  quarrel  was  occasioned  by  petty  casual  encounters,  surprises,  ^,^^i!!|,^'llp^"^ 
and  the  beating  up  of  quarters  in  the  sliorter  days.  l)Ut  th.ese  were  tic  of  Ah-o>- 
at  an  end  :  the  spring  approached,  tlie  weatlier  was  Ca'w ;  they  ^^^^-^ 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Cheriton  ;  the  trees  there,  from  wlncli  that 
village  is  said  to  derive  its  name,  and  whither  they  were  going 
to  convert  its  orchards  into  a  scene  of  slaughter,  were  preparing  to 
put  forth  tlieir  leaves  and  bloom.  The  army  rose  on  i\larcli  11, 
about  the  season  wdien,  in  Scripture  language,  "  Kings  go  fortli  to 
battle."  Waller,  flushed  by  his  success,  gathered  up  his  strength 
to  take  the  initiative,  and  prosecute  the  w\ar  in  earnest.  Collecting 
his  troops  he  drew  forth  from  his  centre  of  occupation,  and  ap- 
proached Hopton's  head-quarters.  He  pushed,  on  towards  Alresford, 
not  far  from  Winchester,  where  ITopton,  mortified  by  his  reverses, 
was  as  eager  to  meet  him,  and  had  express  cojumand  from  tlie  King. 
Other  writers  have  described  more  manccuvring  and  fighting  than 
is  here  found.  From  the  length  of  time  (?^larch  25  to  -29)  occupied 
in  this  dispute,  and  tlie  various  and  distant  points  near  whicli  it 
took  place,  it  has  been  distinguished  by  dilTercnt  names ;  but 
Alresford  or  Cheriton  are  perhaps  the  most  generally  adopted.  The 
struggle  was  protracted  obstinately  in  strategy  for  several  days, 
attended  wdth  serious  conflict:  Roe  has  described  its  oj^cning  as 
merely  a  *^  facing  at  cannon-shot  distance  ;  lie  could  have  seen 
only  a  portion  of  it  :  he  witnessed  the  early  movements,  and  the 
latter  fight,  the  most  severely  contested  of  the  wliole.  lie  has 
forcibly  described  the  events  of  that  day,  and  Bircli's  strcngtli  of 
resolution  and  valour.  Other  c}  e-witnesscs  of  the  field  are  not 
wanting;  if  Hoc  differs  ^rom  them,  lie  may  readily  be  excused. 

"  Appendix  X. 
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Nothing  can  be  more  delusive  than  many  of  the  descriptions  of 
general  battles  by  those  who  were  present.*'*  ^^'hile  the  combatant 
IS  absorbed  in  his  own  'excitement,  he  has  too  often  no  pov/er  to 
attend  to  wdiat  is  going  on  beyond  his  own  immediate  })Ost.  As 
Denon  the  artist,  in  liis  superb  illustration  of  the  invasion  of  Kgypt 
by  Buonaparte  the  Consul,  has  singled  out  and  described  an  indi- 
vidual group,  and  called  it  a  battle,  so  the  writer  and  his  corrector 
have  here  attempted  to  show  little  beyond  what  occurred  within 
their  view;  but  the  biographical  particulars,  so  to  speal:,  of  this 
encounter,  so  far  as  the  principal  characlers  are  concerned,  are 
original;  and  the  details  broken  up  into  portions  will  bear  some 
expansion  in  the  Xotes. 

There  is  candour  and  impartiality  in  the  brief  sketch  of  this,  one 
of  -their  o-reatest  battles.  Lieut. -Col.  Sir  Richard  Brown, ^'  Sir 
William  Balfour,  and  other  officers,  with  the  gallant  loyalist  .Vpple- 
yard,*^  have  their  due.  The  reprobate  conduct  of  the  Koundhead 
blasphemer,'^  with  llesiliige's  timidity  ^  at  the  sight  of  the  rout  at 
Cheriton  Wood,  receive  their  fiiir  admission  and  exposure.  A 
council  of  war,  held  on  the  evening  before  the  last  da}',  Iv.id,  in  any 
such  circumstances,  been  a  symptom  of  distress.  Each  leader  had 
called  a  council  of  his  own.  In  that  of  ITopton,  here  unnoticed, 
it  was  resolved  that  they  could  not  draAv  olT  wdthout  difilculty  and 
dishonour;  that  of  A\ filler  was  broken  up  in  alarm.  The  receipt  of 
the  order  that  fires  should  be  lit  to  cover  their  retrent  invo]vcd  the 
duty  of  Birch;  but  with  the  spirit  of"  vestigia  nulla  retrorsum,"  he 
disdained  and  expressed  to  a  brother  officer  his  disdain  of  tlie 
measure.  That  night  he  had  tlic  watch,  the  sei\trics  across  the 
valley  were  yet  so  close  that  the  sound  of  their  voices  coidd  be 


»  [The  various  and  pcriilexcd  rehitions  of  tlie  ,Lieut  battle  of  Mar.-ton  Moor  are 
a  -well-known  instance  of  tliis.  Fairfax  liiinself  seems  to  h;ive  liad  a  singularly 
confused  recollection  of  liis  (uvn  part  in  it.  In  his  "  Memorials  "  he  exin-essly  states 
that  he  commanded  the  ri^^ht  win-- ;  in  Fuller's  "  AVorthies  "  (2ir.,  n.)  he  as  distinctly 
asserts  that  he  had  command  of  the  left.] 

b  iv^te  U.  '  Note  IT). 

d  j^^ote  IG.  '  Note  17. 
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heard  from  side  to  side;  an  opportunity  tlie  captain  lia'l,  a?  is  ^*'J"*"„ 
confessed  (Ijut  liow  it  was  managed  docs  not  appear),  of  kce])ing  tlic 
sentries  to  tlieir  posts;  this  opportunity  he  improved,  and  by  so 
doing  produced  the  engagement  ;  he  liad  been  ordered  to  retire,  hut 
that  order  he  slighted.  The  whole  is  re])resentcd  as  arising  from 
orders  disobeyed.  Disobedience  in  his  comrade  Ilesilrige  at  liound- 
way  Down  caused  Waller's  defeat  ;  disobedience  by  Birch  at 
Cheriton  gave  rise  to  the  claim  of  victory  on  tlie  part  of  that 
general — a  victory  ill-prosecuted,  but  impossible  to  be  denied. 
The  armies  came  to  the  encounter  at  earliest  dawn,  and  the  dispute 
continued  throughout  tlie  greater  part  of  the  day.  Though,  in  the 
beautiful  language  of  Waller  to  Hopton,  theirs  was  a  war  without 
an  enemy,  it  was  attended  by  much  close  and  internecine  combat, 
and  heavy  amount  of  slaughter.  Previous  to  the  crisis  described  by 
Roe,  great  dispersion  and  mingling  of  combatants  took  place  round 
the  focus  of  the  contest,  in  Cheriton  AVood,  in  the  valley,  and  on 
the  down.  In  the  valley  the  chief  execution  took  place;  it  was  an 
obstinate  but  scattered  fight.  Waller  was  highly  excited.  By  an 
accident  he  became  exposed  without  his  usual  body-guard  and 
attendants,  was  recognised,  and  by  his  own  admission  in  imminent 
peril.  "  At  Cheriton  lield  I  was  in  danger  to  have  been  taken  or 
killed,  the  enemy  having  by  a  charge  given  upon  some  troops  of 
mine  shutt  me  off  from  my  own  men,  J  having  then  but  three  in 
company  with  me;  but  it  pleased  God  they  were  repulsed  again, 
and  thereby  a  way  opened  for  my  retreat." — I  reckon  itt  a  mercy 
that  upon  a  sudden  occasion  that  day  charging  without  my  head-  _ 
piece,^  and  being  known  to  the  enemy  (as  I  afierwai'ds  understood 
from  some  of  them),  I  came  olTsafe  and  uidiurt."  ^ 

Very  different  statements  are  made  as  to  the  share  that  the  horse  [OM^din  r  i^f 
took  in  this  murderous  afiair.    That  of  ilie  King,  acconling  to  Chiren-      """''•"  •J 
don,  never  behaved  so  ill  as  on  that  day.    After  the  first  charge  tliey 
wheeled  off,  deserting  their  ollicers,  and  never  could  bo  brought  to 
a  second  attempt.     Of  the  foot,  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  they 
•  Note  18.  l--\l>t.ricii(C>,  ^LS, 
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IGll.       rivallcHl  cacli  otlicr  ill  l>ravciy.     A  roinforccmcnt  had  lately  landed 
jSlarcli  "0.  .         ,  "  . 

at  Bristol  from  Ireland,  ^>•Grc  tl;ierc,  and  increased  the  desperati')n, 

for  they  neitlicr  gave  nor  received  quarter.^ 
[Birch's  share     Considering  the  distinguished  part  assigned  to  Bircli,  his  sugges- 
111  the  battle.]  ^j^j^g  general,  the  cliarge  with  which  lie  was  entrusted  at  his 

own  request,  and  the  consequences  tlmt  attended  it,  some  mention 
inight  have  been  expected  of  his  doings  in  other  autli(ji-ities ;  but  it 
has  been  looked  for  in  vain.  Both  at  Alton  and  Alrcsford  otlier 
officers  of  City  regiments  find  their  names  transferred  to  letters  and 
to  the  press:  the  colonels  of  the  Blue  and  Yelh^w  and  otlier 
:  auxiliary  regiments  are  held  up  to  view  and  applause;  he  only  is  ns 

yet  fighting  his  way  up ;  his  snidior-like  qualities  are  confined  to  a 
-    ,     circle  around  him ;  for  aught  that  has  yet  appeared,  lie  is  hitlierto 
but  a  captain;  he  will  come  forth  in  his  time  among  tlic  ablest  of 
those  regimental  leaders,  and  surpass  them  all. 
[ITopton's  As  to  the  check  that  he  received  from  a  nameless  commander  in  tlic 

retreat.}         pursuit,  and  the  alleged  disadvantage  arising  from  it,  it  savours  too 
strongly  of  the  air  of  compliment  to  pass  as  the  sole  reason  of  the 
escape  of  Hopton's  army.    Though  lioe  has  but  hinted  at  it,  tlie 
meaning  is  easily  discernible;  however  delicately  thrown  out,  it  is 
sufficiently  expressive  of  what  was  universally  and  more  than 
whispered  even  at  this  lime,  that  Waller  and  his  superior  in  com- 
mand, the  Lord  General,  forbore  to  fight  to  the  utterance  with  the 
King.    Baxter  describes  the  public  opinion  of  Essex  at  this  juncture, 
and  thus  sums  it  up,  after  enlarging  upon  the  reasons:  "  they  now 
■     began  to  say  that  at  Edgehill,  at  Newbury,  and  at  other  times,  he 
never  prosecuted  any  victory,  but  had  stood  still,  and  seen  the 
King's  army  retreat,  and  never  pursued  them  when  it  had  been 
easic  to  have  ended  all  the  wars.'^^    A  similar  but  nameless  censure 
is  here  passed  on  Waller  himself 
[Sul.sequcnt        But  this  great  advantage  gained  at  Chcriton,  great  as  it  was,  was 
^Vu?lw'f '     '  I'o^^*^^^  of  the  palm  of  perfect  victory,  for  the  pursuit  of  tlie  Cavaliers 
■svas  baiHed.    Amid.-;t  the  confusion,  the  lit  tie  town  of  Alrcslord, 
«  Vicars.  ]*arl.  Clirou.  191.  Lite,  i.  \7. 
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remarkable  for  tlie  air  oTits  buildings  and  tlic  ros|>L>rta])irity  of  its 
inhabitants,  burst  into  flames,  but  was  extinguished  by  tlie  Tarlia- 
mentary  soldiers.'^  They  eould  nut,  however,  so  eileetually  liarass 
the  retreat  as  to  prevent  the  greater  jxirt  of  Hopton's  men,  nearly  all 
his  gunSj  and  many  of  liis  wounded,  from  being  safely  eonveyed  to 
lieading,  and  afterwards  to  Oxford.*'  Waller  pushed  f:)r\vard  at 
once  to  Winchester;  the  ruined  walls  tin<l  their  feeble  defenders 
ofiered  little  resistance,  the  mayor  had  sent  him  t1ie  keys  in  token 
of  submission,  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol  were  set  fiec,  the  cathedral 
had  already  been  despoiled.  But  at  tliis  time  he  was  too  much  in 
linstc  to  take  notice  of  the  city.  The  castle,  his  own  inlieritance, 
and  long  occupied  by  a  sufficient  garrison  under  Sir  William  Ogle, 
held  out  against  him.  But  now  a  wdder  tract  of  country  lay  in 
some  measure  at  his  mercy.  By  marching  up  and  down  he  visited 
remoter  places  with  his  parties,  came  upon  Andover,  entered 
Whitchurch  in  Dorsetshire,  went  to  Piomscy,  pushed  forward  to 
Salisbury,  raised  contributions,  and  put  the  clergy  to  flight.  In 
the  course  of  this  expedition  he  took  Christchurch,  its  governor, 
garrison,  with  several  commissioners  of  array  recruiting  for  Lortl 
Hopton's  army,  and  made  himself  master  of  Walton  the  house  of 
the  Bishop  of  Winchester  (April  G),  anorher  garrison  for  the  King. 
On  his  return  he  found  the  gates  of  \A'inche?ter  closed  against  him. 
Then  it  was  that  Birch,  deserted  by  his  aifrighted  guide,  discovered 
the  lowest  part  of  the  wall  in  face  of  the  adversaries'  fu'c.  It  has 
been  omitted  to  add  how^  the  gates  were  battered,  how  the  entrance 
was  forced,  and  AValler  permitted  the  city  to  be  plundered.  But 
this  was  an  act,  as  the  general  confessed,  not  unvisited  by  remorse, 
and  subsequent'  destruction  of  his  own  property A  wide  sweep 

*  [It  was  subseqncntly  dostroycd  hy  fire  on  ^fay  Day,  1000.— Cauulcu'b  Briiannia, 
i.  138.] 
^  Note  10. 

c  "It  was  jubt  with  God  for  tlie  puui-hinent  of  my  giviii.L';  w;iy  to  the  pluiidor  of 
the  city  of  Winchester  (whereof- 1  was  a  freeman  and  swurnc  to  in;iimain  and  pro- 
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AI  '^^^j'       ^^'"^^       ^  ^^'^^'^  imdcr  Waller's  control,  till  Bircli  and  his  men  vrcre 
in  prospect  of  further  operations  recalled  to  tlieir  favourite  Farnham. 
Thanksgivings  were  held  for  the  success  at  Chcriton  on  April  9  and 
14  ensuing,  and  ministers  ordered  to  publish  in  all  their  churches 
that  they  would  "  draw  all  their  forces  togetlicr  to  pursue  this 
victory  and  put  it  to  a  day  and  fight  with  the  enemy  to  ]>ut  a 
speedy  issue  (by  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God)  to  these  lingering 
miseries."^    So  odious  had  become  the  state  of  the  land. 
[Ksscxand         The  next  event  to  which  our  attention  is  directed  is  the  order  of 
adf  Oxfoi^l  -       P^i-li^^nient  for  Essex  and  V/.aller  to  block  up  Oxford.    So  little 
Tlie  King       ground  had  been  gained  by  v.diat  v.'as  thought  the  ill-impro\ed 
(.scapes  them.]  r^jy^j^^^g^      Alresford,  that  a  more  decisive  blow  seemed  necessary 
to  bring  tlie  matter  to  a  conclusion.    With  two  armies,  each  of 
them  believed  to  have  been  of  suOicient  strengtli  to  defeat  liim  in 
battle, the  King  was  to  be  shut  up  in  his  head -quarters  ;  and  if  not 
reduced  by  starvation,  was  to  be  engaged,  and  captured  should  he 
attempt  to  escape.     This  notable  project  originated  with  a  com- 
mittee consisting  chiefly  of  certain  members  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
called  "the  Committee  of  Safety  for  both  Kingdoms."    Their  main 
object  was  to  superintend  tlieir  own  generals,  and  direct  and  control 
the  operations  of  their  forces.    For  men  of  talent  and  experience 
-      ■  this  seemed  a  singular  error  in  judgment,  and  proved  to  their 

generals  the  source  of  many  evils. Essex  and  Waller,  alread}- not 

cnre  the  good  thereof  as  far  as  I  could)  to  pcrmitt  the  demolirion  of  my  castlo  at 
AYinchester,"  Fourth  fatherlike  cliastisenicnt.  Ex})eriences,  ]\rS.— rvu.-hwcrtli,  3, 
ii.  655. 

^  Rushworth.  3.  ii.  C5G.    Twetuy  thousand  pounds  v.ere  ordered  to  be  raised  for 
this  purpose. — L.  J.  April  3,  It! 4  t. 

Essex's  army  consisted  of  10,500  men,  April  S:  4,200  were  ordered  to  join  hini, 
J^Iay  9.  Waller  had  hetAvecn  9,000  and  10,00t»,  May  15.  The  King  a.ssfmbled 
9,500,  June  18,  of  whom  about  GjOOO  accompanied  him. — L.J.  Aprils.  Kuslnvorth, 
3,  ii.  G67,  G70  :  Harondon,  viii. ;  Hamper's  Dugdalc,  G9  ;  Carte's  Ormonde,  iii.  31G  ; 
Vaughan's  Night  ^larch  of  Charles  1.  3. 

c  The  comuicn  sense  of  Whitelocke  and  others  discovered  tbi>.    "  It  ^vas  tbou-ht 
stran<^e  at  that  lime  that  the  Committee  of  both  Ivingdoms  bhould  at  that  distance 
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well  agreed,  were  both  obedient  to  it  in  the  lir^t  Instance;  tlicy  irAi. 
brought  up  their  men,  and  acted  in  concert  as  though  tliey  Avcrc 
earnest  in  accompli^]ung  tlic  blockade.  Charles  had  conceiiti-attnl 
all  the  strength  \vithin  his  reacli  and  seemed  to  expect  it  :  whcji, 
just  as  a  junction  ^Yas  about  to  be  effected  by  his  adversaries,  on 
the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  June  they  were  astonished  and  mortified 
by  the  discovery  that  he  had  slipped  between  them  during  the  night 
and  escaped  them.  When  this  became  known,  it  puzzled  the 
public  :  and,  after  tlie  rumours  that  had  exi-ted,  was  imputed  to 
treachery.  Essex  in  correspondence  with  the  eoiiimittee  exjn-essed 
his  disdain  of  the  imputation.  The  latent  disagreement  between  him 
and  Waller  broke  out  afresh,  and  their  armies  were  divided.  Waller 
had  been  originally  destined  to  march  into  tlie  A\'est,  but  h^s^cx  was 
peremptory  and  determined  to  exercise  his  authority.  At  a  council  of 
war  he  overcame  the  reluctance  of  his  inferior  olllcer  to  follow  the 
King,  while  he  himself  withdrew  with  his  army  from  that  design,  and, 
under  plea  of  orders,  marched  to  the  relief  of  Lyme.  These  measures, 
'ill-understood  at  the  time,  and  favourable  as  assisting  the  King  in  ex- 
tricating himself  from  his  difilculties,  were  whispered  as  mysteries, 
but  considered  as  treason.  The  impression  of  tlie  army  in  which 
Birch  and  Eoe  were  serving,  an  impression  that  both  of  them  rc- 
•  tained,  was  a  gross  mistake.  Subserpient  revelations  a'nd  incpiirles 
have  taught  a  far  different  lesson.  The  King  had  no  other  "pass" 
but  tliat  of  sagacity  and  vigour.  Lie  did  iiot  in  this  instance  owe 
his  escape  to  any  indulgence  on  tlie  part  of  the  generals.  Ills  own 
ability  and  resolution,  aided  by  the  experience  uf  liis  advisois,  was 

take  upoT)  tlicm  to  give  particular  orders  for  tlic  services  and  m.irch  of  their  armies, 
and  not  rather  leave  it  to  the  chief  conunaiulcrs  that  were  upon  the  j^lac  e  ;  who, 
upon  cveiy  motion  of  the  enemy,  mi,L,^ht  sec  reason  to  alter  their  counsrls.  'J"!ii^ 
increased  the  jealousies  of  the  Lord  General  nnd  \Valler,  hoth  i^allaiit  mm  ;  hut  the 
General  thought  himself  undervalued  and  "Waller  tori  much  exalted."  In  like  mamu'r, 
during  the  resistance  that  Austria  made  to  the  Fii.-t  Nap(dron,  the  ctTorts  of  her 
'■^  generals  were  too  often  thwarted  and  brought  to  nought  hy  the  Aulic  Guimil  at 
Vienna. 


i  ■  ^ 
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such  as  to  for  him,  fi-om  judges  of  military  conduct,  impaniul 

applause.  This  part  of  the  memoir  relative  to  tlic  King's  night- 
march  to  Worcester,  despatched  in  a  single  sentence,  would  com- 
prise a  study  for  a  strategist ;  hut  the  commentator,  for  reasons 
already  given,  forhears  the  interesting  detail  The  service  in  which 
Birch  and  Roc  were  hoth  cniraired  was  no  douhl  tedious  to  them. 

o  ~ 

It  lasted  from  tlie  hcginning  to  the  end  of  June,  suflicicntly  tedious 
and  vexatious  to  the  pursuers  ;  for  the  ways  througli  a  heavy  soil 
were  deep  and  foul,  and  the  bridges  destroyed  to  cover  the  retreat.'' 
Birch  and  Roe  with  the  regiment  of  Hesilrige,  Potley  and  his  regiment 
with  the  militia  of  the  Tower  Hamlets,  the  auxiliaries  of  London 
and  the  men  of  Farnham,  were  all  in  this  expedition,  and  shared 
in  its  toils  and  dangers.  These,  though  mitigated  to  Waller  by  tlie 
taking  of  Sudeley  Castle  on  the  way,  and  by  leinfoLccments  from 
Lord  Denbigh,  failed  of  ultimate  success.  Waller,  though  he  had 
several  times  attempted  Worcester,  was  never  forttmate  against 
''the  faithfid  city/'^  The  scheme  for  "  King  catching,"  as  it  was 
satirically  termed,  proved  abortive.  Ills  Majesty  came  back  in 
safety  to  Oxford,  drew  forth  his  inftntry,  much  of  which  he  had 
left  behind,  and  became  the  aggressor  by  marching  northward  to 
meet  his  tardy  pursuers.  Prince  Piupert,  whom  /hoy  thought  the 
-  King  would  have  joined,  was  otherwise  occtipied  in  those  trans- 
actions Avhich  immediately  preceded  his  terrible  defeat  at  ^larston 
i\Ioor.  Three  days  previous  to  it  the  K'ing  and  AValler  met  near 
Banbury,  wdiere  on  the  banks  of  the  Cherwell  was  Ibught  the  battle 
of  Cropredy  Bridge.^ 
[Battle  of  Several  accounts  have  been  given  of  this  action,  as  well  by  those 

Brkh^'C^]"  "I  must  tell  yon.  lie  broke  more  brid.i^es  than  10,000^.  will  npairc'—Ai  tlmr 

Trevor  to  M.  of  Ormonde,  June  2'J,  UUl.  Carte's  Ormoiulo,  iii.  318.  Only  ]:^ms- 
bam  Bridge  is  mentioned  by  Clarendon. 

^  The  motto  of  Worcester  is  "  Floreat  semper  fidelis  dvitas." 

c  Hie  King's  army  bad  portly  lodged  at  Civ.predy  the  ni;:lit  bcTore  tlie  battle  of 
Kdgehill  (Vicars,  Cod  in  the  Mount,  IIH):  so  tiiat  this  little  plaie  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  tumiih  of  armed  men. — J.  W. 
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who  were  present  at  it  as  others  (Walker,  Clarendon,  Synionds, 
Whitelocke,  Bulstrode);  but  jt  does  not  seem  to  have  been  well 
understood.  Rapin,  looking  at  it  witli  the  eye  of  a  soldier,  does 
not  attempt  to  explain  it.^  On  the  third  day  after  they  had  diced 
each  other,  when  the  King  was  marching  northward,  Waller,  by  a 
desperate  dasli over  a  bridge  at  Cropredy,  attempted  to  cut  off 
the  King's  main  body  from  its  rear.  To  that  end  he  brought  up  a 
portion  only  of  what  Avas  previously  his  left  wing,  and  pu.-hcd  them 
over  the  bridge,  but  committed  the  blunder  of  oiiiitting  to  su])ply 
the  artillery  with  shot.  Roe  seems  to  have  been  the  only  one  who 
has  noticed  this.  The  consequence  was  that  pikes,  musketeers,  and 
leathern  guns  -were  thrust  into  a  fldse  position,  of  which  the  King, 
bringing  back  his  main  body,  seized  the  ad\  antage,  and  a  great  part 
of  those  that  had  passed  over,  including  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baincs, 
w^ere  taken  prisoners.  Birch,  who  witnessed  the  error,  remonstrated 
at  the  time,  and  blamed  it  ever  after.  He  was  the  means  of  stopping 
the  Towner  Hamlets  militia  from  running  into  the  same  snare,  and 
'secured  the  remainder  of  Waller's  army.  Colonel  Sir  Thomas 
Middleton  commanded  the  advance  over  the  l)ridge;  Wemyss  the 
-sliotless  artillery.  "When  the  latter,  who  had  revolted  from  the 
service  of  the  King,  w^as  brought  into  his  presence,  he  made  some 
awkward  excuses,  professing  his  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  his 
Majesty  in  spite  of  his  conduct.  The  King,  who  was  in  good 
humour  with  his  success,  tokl  him  he  had  not  yet  di>poscd  of  his 
place.^    Such  is  the  account  given  by  I'^ssex  himself,  who  bears 

*  [See  Appendix  XI.] 
A  similar  advantage  ^vas  taken  Fredcrie  tlie  Groat  at  Lcudieii  and  Kos])acli, 
by  Napoleon  I.  at  Austerlitz,  and  ^Velli^,L:■t(Ml  at  Salamanca;  all  of  w  liich  succeeded. 
Waller  after  all  did  not  nii.^s  his  intent  so  widely  as  nii-ht  he  supi)o-id.  Lord 
Digby,  writing  to  Prince  Eupert,  says,  "  ir  was  ten  tli^ai-^and  to  one  l.ut  onv  v:in  and 
maine  body  bad  been  cutt  off  fioin  onr  rearc,  and  nil  lia/.ariK-d,  had  not  my  Lord  of 
Cleveland  charged  them  witliout  order.'"— Ivupeit's  ?JS.  C'orn-iH .ndmcc.  [  The  Kavl 
of  Cleveland's  word  on  this  occasion  was  "  ILind  ;!nd  Sword."] 

c  Devercux,  ii.  418.  AVcniys<  liad  i>cc:i  ui:\<\v  .M;i-;cr  (iiiiuur  o'"  I'aigland,  and  for 
many  years  had  received  300/.  per  annum.  The  guns  weic  recentls  made  at  Lanil.etli, 
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[Escapes  of 
Aliddletou  and  . 
Waller.] 


[Result  of 
battle  of 
Cropredy 
Bridoc.] 


testimony  to  his  abilities,  and  speaks  hopefully  of  Lis  excliangc.^ 
He  was  sent  prisoner  to  Lndlow  Castle,  Xov.  15.^  He  is  commonly 
reported  to  have  been  the  inventor  of  tlie  portaltle  le;ithcr  pjuii. 
It  was. made  of  the  toiigliest  leather,  and  girt  witli  metaHie  hoops: 
a  strong  horse  cotdd  carry  two  of  tliem  through  miry  roads.  They 
could  only  be  discharged  seven  or  eight  times. Rut  tlic  original 
inventor  was  Gustavus  Adolplius,  who  employed  tliem  at  tVic  battle 
of  I^eipzig,  Sept.  7,  1631.  Flowever,  they  seem  to  have  l^een  ex- 
perimental rather  than  practical. 

Middleton  narrowly  escaped,  being  unhorsed  and  remounted  in 
ignorance  by  the  Cavaliers^,  who  told  him  to  make  haste  and  kill  a 
Roundhead.  Few  battles  are  without  an  occasional  joke:  and  tlic 
slender  partition  between  the  grave  and  the  ludicrous  is  often  visible 
when  it  was  least  expected.  "  At  Cropredy  in  Oxfordsldre,"  say? 
Waller,  "  I  escaped  a  great  danger;  where  being  witli  my  ofhcers 
att  a  conncell  of  warre,  the  floor  of  tlie  room  where  we  were  sunke, 
and  we  all  fell  into  a  seller  that  was  underneath  itt.  I  lay  over- 
whelmed with  a  great  deal  of  lum.ber  that  fell  upon  me,  and  yet  I 
bless  God  I  had  no  hurt  att  all."^^ 

The  account  of  the  fight  consists  chiefly  in  the  admission  and 
criticism  of  a  blunder.  Both  parties  claim  to  have  been  the  last  to 
retreat:  like  the  battle  at  Alresford,  the  description  is  only  attempted 
of  what  was  witnessed  by  the  writei':  no  notice  is  taken  of  the 
brilliant  charo-es  of  the  Earl  of  Cleveland  and  Lord  Bernai  d  Stuart 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  advance  of  Sir  Thomas  Middleton  on  the 
other.    The  Parliamentary  general  candidly  admits  it  was  "a  dis- 

and  lie  had  been  paid  2,000/.  for  them,  as  appemed  by  writings  f<iui;d  in  lii- pocket . — 
Merc.  Aulicus,  June  2'.»,  1014.    [Lieut. -Col.  Sir  Thonias  Hooper  \v:is  kni-hted  ip. 
the  field  for  his  capture.— Synionds'.s  Diary,  2.] 
»  Devereux,  i.  418.    K<>ox'.>  letter,  July  l,".,  Itil  l. 

^  Carte's  Ormoude,  i.  71.  He  .-urvivcd  and  tried  to  make  ameud>  for  l\h  fault  by 
serving  under  Charles  11.  in  the  battle  of  ^Vorcesier. 

«  Ilarte's  Gustavus  Adolphus,  i.  190;  ii.  4  2,  notes.  [^lassey  \va.^  .said  to  be  con- 
structing thcni  in  Scotland,  June,  1051.    Whitelocke,  4G7.] 

^  Experiences,  MS. 
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honourable  loss  of  part  of  his  train  of  artillery:""  still  he  cannot  be    ^  j"^^^- 
denied  to  have  bravely  stood  his  ground.    The  parting  of  the  two  "  ^  ^' 

hosts  was  by  mutual  co]:sent;  and  the  army  of  A\'allcr  was,  slioitly 
after,  no  more.  Tlie  London  auxiliaiios,  wlio  composed  a  gi^'at 
part  of  it,  are  said  to  have  mutinied  at  Nortliainpton.  Like  some 
of  the  American  reginients  in  the  beginning  of  tludr  late  civil  war, 
these  had  been  only  engaged  for  a  season,  and  tlicy  insisted  upon 
their  return  home.  Frequent  diflicultics  arose  among  the  soldiery 
on  both  sides, — regular,  if  any  such  could  be  truly  so  called,  or 
volunteers.  There  were  instances  in  which  the  Cornish  woidd  ]iot 
advance  eastward;  the  Yorkshire  regiments  objected  to  move  south- 
ward; the  London  trained-bands  thought  their  cjigagcmcnt  had 
expired  when  they  had  relieved  Gloucester,  and  they  earnestly  con- 
tended homewards.'^  That  which  Tacitus  terms  "gloria  obscquli," 
so  becoming  an  army,  they  were  as  Englislimen  unacquainted  with; 
only  some  of  them  might  have  caught  the  spirit  of  it  ^vlule  in 
foreign  service.  Birch  by  some  means  was  not  included  among 
these  seceders,  as  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

"We  are  here  brought  to  a  stand  for  awliile  as  to  Birch's  military  [Waiior 
actions.    Though  surmises  may  not  be  legitimate  history,  a  gap  in  '^i;',^- J,'^',',' 
the  time  may  be  allowed  to  be  fdled  in  by  probability  when  dates  Bu-^-li  iv^-n^ 
and  admitted  facts  from  other  sources  conspire.    It  is  generally ''^"^ 
understood  that  the  mutiny  of  the  troops  after  the  battle  of  Croprcdy 
Bridge  reduced  AValler  to  the  necessity  of  rej)airlng  to  London  fi)r 
recruits;  and  here  too  a  portion  of  his  army  was  subsequently  led 
off  to  another  quarter.''      We,"  says  Loc,  "  marched  to  Abingdon."' 
This  is  the  first  time  Abing<lon  is  heard  of    It  li:id  oidy  of  late 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Parliamentarian-^,  to  the  annoyance  of 
the  King.    AVhen  Ins  troops  were  concentrated  in  Oxford,  bcfoi'c 
his  expedition  to  AVorcester,  they  wei-e  withdrawn    both  from 
Reading  and  that  place.     At  Reading  the  works  were  slighted; 

ft  sfjyrci.  ^  Cluremlou,  vii.    Corbet,  JiiM.  Glouc.  57. 

c  Rushwortb,  I't  svpra,  057. 
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JuJy^Sept  ^^^^^^^"^^i^^"^      ^^ing^^^i^  l^^s  been  attributed  to  mistake  as  to 

orders  on  tbe  part  of  liig^Iajcsty.  It  was  a  great  detriment  and  a 
palpable  error  as  to  tbe  Royalists,  but  tlieir  attempts  to  recover  it 
were  in  vain.  Tbe  command  was  given  to  ^bijor- General  Drowne, 
called  in  derision  "  tlie  wood-monger."  He  was  tbcn  a  zealous 
adberent  to  bis  causc,^  and  tenaciously  kept  possession  of  tbat  town. 
Here  was  a  place  of  temporary  retirement  and  vexation  for  Bireb. 
Indeed,  tbere  is  no  doubt  tbat  a  portion  of  Waller's  late  army  was 
ultimately  diverted  bitber,  and  be  witli  tbem  ;  and,  if  a  notion  may 
be  formed  from  wliat  we  find  to  bavc  ba})])encd  at  tliis  })lace,  an 
alteration  occurred  in  bis  regiment,  manifestly,  from  wbat  be  did  and 
suffered  bere,  contrary  to  liis  inclination.  For  a  twelveniontli  be  bad 
retained  tbe  command  of  tbem,  nominally  as  captain,  but  witii  an 
autbority  as  lieutenant-colonel  under  Sir  Artbur  Hesilrigc ;  and 
now  tbey  are  converted  into  dragoons.  Was  be  ready,  it  may  be 
asked,  to  part  witli  tbem  ?  Tbe  separation  was  tbe  act,  as  it  v.'ould 
appear,  of  tbe  proprietor  ;  tbe  reason  given  is,  tbat  be  never  aflected 
tbe  foot-service.^  Wbatcvcr  was  tbe  cause,  Sir  Artiiur  Hesilrige 
is  bencefortb  witbdrawn  from  tbe  narrative,  and  never  appeai-s  in  it 
ao-ain.  Wbetbcr  at  tbe  time  tbcir  Icave-takincf  was  amicable  or 
otberwise,  wbetbcr  tbe  lieutenant-colonel  was  burt,  and  took 
disgust  at  tbis  circumstance,  wbatcvcr  migbt  be  bis  compulsion  or 
'  inducement,  Bircb  during  bis  stay  at  Abingdon  became  dissatisfied, 
and  for  very  vexation  impaired  bis  bealtb.  Want  of  occupation 
renders  tbe  soldier  at  ease  "  like  a  cblmney  in  summer."  He  even 
tbrew  up  bis  commission.*^    AH  tbis  took  place  before  September, 

^  His  sentiments  imdorwcut  a  total  clianc^c  ;  Init.like  tlic  sclf-contk'nuiinL-;  Faii  fax, 
it  was  too  late,  Bro^^^lC  was  afterwards  cuvoy  ut  the  Court  of  WTsaillcs  for  Chariot  II. 
-  ^  Kote  20. 

«  [Probal'ly  very  soon  after  Lis  arrival  at  Al)in;rdon  :  for  we  find  him  nominated, 
July  7,  one  of  the  committee  for  tlic  city  of  Bristol,  for  piittin;;  into  execution  the 
ordinances  of  tlic  Parliament. — L.  J,  Koe  seems  to  have  for;r>Hten  this  :  it  may 
perhaps  be  ihe  cause  of  a  sliuht  alteration  by  15irch  in  the  MS.:  seep.  II.  The 
battle  of  Cropredy  had  been  fought  June  20  or  30:  sec  p.  13,  note  ^] 
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1644.  But  there  was  a  powerful  reason  that  uri^ed  liis  return  to  ^ 
the  serviee.  His  demand  up6n  the  State,  allowed  and  promised,  "  ' 
had  not' yet  hcen  repaid  :  it  will  he  proved  that  he  still  horc  it  in 
mind.  Like  the  adventurer  in  Horace^  "  qui  zonam  pcrdi  iit  ibit."'"^ 
The  loss  of  his  property  urged  him  on,  and  lie  fortunately  procured 
the  colonelcy  of  a  Kentish  regiment  hut  a  little  before  the  retire- 
ment of  his  general,  who  altered  the  sphere  of  his  employment,  and 
transferred  it  to  the  \A^est. 

We  left  the  armies  of  Essex  and  Waller  divided  in  consequence  [K-cx's  sr.r- 
of  the  disagreement  of  their  chiefs  ;  and,  as  we  have  seen,  Essex,  Westj'" 
who  consigned  his  rival  to  his  fate,  hastened  to  relieve  Lyme.  AVhen 
this  had  been  accomplished,  the  King,  from  being  pursued,  had 
turned  pursuer,  and  followed  him  into  Cornwall.  There,  after 
a  variety  of  evolutions,  he  drove  his  army  into  a  trap  near  Liskcard, 
where  it  seemed  impossible  for  Essex  to  extricate  them  but  by 
surrender.  The  classical  reader  will  recognise  a  situation  of  this 
kind  in  the  Furculce  Caudince  of  Livy,'^  where  tlie  Samnites  put  the 
Komans  to  a  similar  military  disgrace.  Iioe  has  a  haj)py  art  of 
passing  lightly  over  reverses.  He  might  well  congratulate  liiniself 
that  he,  with  others,  only  heard,  but  saw  nothing,  of  this  cata- 
strophe. A  sad  sight  it  inust  have  been  for  a  Parliamentarian  to 
behold  the  entire  arniy  of  their  generalissimo  reduced  to  this 
deplorable  condition.  Deserted  by  Essex  arid  other  chiefs,  who 
fled  in  a  small  boat  to  Plymouth,  they  were  left  to  submit  to  con- 
ditions which  to  some  of  them  seemed  harder  than  death.  Eavoured 
by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  shameless  debauchery  of 
Gorinc:,  Sir  AV.  Balfour  made  his  escape  with  the  hor.-e.  Bjavc 
Skippon  commanding  the  foot  seems  to  have  alone  proved  firm  to 
the  thorough  unyieldiug  principle  of  a  soldier,  and  at  a  council  of 
war  proposed  to  the  infintry  that  they  should  take  the  offeusive  and 
cut  their  way  through.    But  the  proposal  was  rejected,  and  the 


»  Epist.  ii.  2. 
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whole  of  tliat  body,  Avitli  tliclr  maferiel,  laid  down  tliclr  arm?,'  and 
filed  off  before  his  ^lajcsty,  too  happy  to  be  set  (Vee.  The  con- 
ditions were  humiliating  enough,^  but  tliey  were  left  at  liberty  to 
dispose  of  their  future  services;  and  it  is  an  error  to  say,  as  some 
Avriters  have  alleged,  that  they  broke  an  oaih  when  the  same  men 
soon  after  appeared  in  arms  against  the  King.  They  were  bound 
by  no  such  contract.  The  repeated  violation  of  such  a  tie  during 
the  war  would  have  rendered  it  of  no  avail.  But  though  lloe  and 
others  of  his  friends  were  spared  the  melancholy  sight,  tliere  vrcre 
enotigh  of  those  on  the  other  side  who  beheld  it  and  exulted  in  it. 

"  These  M'cre  the  -u-hole  of  the  pikes  ami  muskets,  with  A2  cannon,  1  mortar, 
100  barrels  of  powder,  and  nearly  all  the  carriages.  Among  them  was  n  wagon- 
load  of  miLsket-arrows.  These  were  employed  for  the  purpose  of  shootinr^  letters 
into  towns,  as  at  Gloucester  during-  tlie  siege.  (Bil)l.  Glouc.  221.)  Laugharne  also 
shot  an  arrow  into  Cardigan  Castle  with  a  letter  to  give  notice  of  his  coming  to  its 
relief,  about  Feb.  G,  1G44.  (Whirelocke,  125.)  Sir  Jacob  Astley  had  nearly  been 
killed  by  one  of  them  at  Devizes :  '*  A  bearded  arrow  stuck  into  the  ground 
betwixt  his  legs.  He  pluckt  it  out  with  both  hands,  aiul  said,  You  rogues,  you  mi-t 
your  aim.''  (Gwynne,  Military  ^^lemoirs,  39.)  The  editor  of  Gwynne,  sup])oscd  to 
have  been  Sir  Walter  Scott,  seems  to  have  considered  this  aiTOw  as  shot  from  a  bow, 
and  remarks  that  the  employment  of  the  bow  miglit  have  ceased  from  this  time, 
though  it  was  used  by  some  of  the  remote  Highlanders  in  the  battles  of  Muntrosc. 
It  may  have  been  almost  forgotten  that  the  revival  of  archery  was  a  favourite  M-itli 
Essex.  It  is  always  mentioned  in  the  ancient  Commissions  of  Array.  He  had  pro- 
bably had  his  eye  upon  this,  when,  early  in  the  armament,  he  is-ued  a  jirocopt  (Knsh- 
worth,  3,  ii.  370)  for  raising  a  company  of  archers,  in  \vliich  he  calls  the  bow 
"honourable  and  ancient, heretofore  found  to  be  of  good  use  in  this  kingdom  ;  "  but 
the  attempt  seems  not  to  have  been  seconded.  It  did  not,  lutwever,  cscaj^e  a  notice 
and  recommendation  from  the  puljiit  by  John  Green,  M.A.,  a  puritan,  some  time 
minister  of  Pencombe  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  preached  on  Nchemiali,  i.  3,  4, 
before  the  House  of  Commons  at  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster,  on  the  monthly  fa^t, 
April  24,  1G44.  [A  "company  of  j)ikcs  -witli  bows  and  arrows''  were  fouiul  by  a 
Parliamentarian  rcconnaisancc  in  tlie  town  of  Hertt'urd,  Aug.  IT),  1G42.  Perfect 
Diurnall  of  Proceedings  in  Hertrord.sliire,  3.— The  subm  its  of  Chester  were  set  on 
fire  by  arrows  s])ot  from  the  city.  MS.  Letter  Pook  of  Sir  \V.  lirereton,  ii.  74. — 
Arrows  were  used  with  considerable  ctlVct  by  the  Cossacks  after  the  battle  of 
Priedland  in  1S07.] 

^  Rush  worth,  3,  ii.  705. 
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Symonds,  standincr  on  the  spot  near  liis  Maiesty,  and  a  spectator  of  ^    'l^'^,*-  „ 
all  that  occurred,  has  given  ioose  to  his  aristocratic  feelings  at  a 
view  of  what  passed  under  his  e\  c,  and  lias  preserved  distinct  and 
numerical  particulars  of  it.^    In  general  lie  is  cool  and  iinpurtial, 
but  here  he  is  excited. 

Munday,  2'^  Septembris,  1G44. 
His  Majesties  army  of  foot  stood  on  the  same  ground  or  there- 
abouts as  before,  the  several  regiments  by  themselves,  and  tlic 
colours  stuck  in  the  ground  Hying.  His  Majestic  in  the  leiLl 
accompanied  with  all  his  gallant  cavaliers  dis})erscd  in  several! 
places. 

"  While  about  10  of  the  clock,  Major  Skippon,  first  or  in  the 
front,  marched  with  all  that  rowt  of  rebells,  after  the  colours  of 
their  several  regiments.  (Then  follows  a  special  enumeration  of 
some  of  them.) 

*'  It  rayned  extremely  as  the  varlets  marched  away,  a  great  part 
of  tlie  time.    *    *  * 

"  They  all,  except  here  and  there  an  officer,  (and  seriously  I  saw 
not  above  three  or  four  that  looked  like  a  gentleman,)  were 
strucken  wdth  such  a  dismal  feare,  that  as  soone  as  their  colour  of 
the  regiment  was  passt,  (for  every  ensigne  had  a  horse  and  ri'l  on 
him  and  was  so  sulfered,)  the  rout  of  soldjers  of  tliat  regiment  \)YQS^t 
all  of  a  heape  like  sheep,  thougli  not  so  innocent.  So  durty  and  so 
dejected  as  was  rare  to  see.  Xone  of  them,  except  some  i'cw  of 
tlieir  officers,  that  did  looke  any  of  us  in  the  free." 

As  to  their  personal  appearance,  S3-monds  might  easily  liave  [Conditio;!  of 
made  allowance.  Tiiey  were  starving.  They  had  been  lying  i-^-^^->^'^aviny.] 
drenched  with  the  storms,  and  were  forced  tlirough  the  mire.  The 
Pioyalist  privates  reproached,  and  the  common  country  people 
plundered,  tliem.  Essex,  who  at  all  times  showed  a  kind  lecling  for 
his  army,  soon  obtained  relief  for  them.  The  Parliament,  that  had 
been  wrangling  with  him,  generously  condoled  witli   him.  He 

"  Diarv,  CG,  07. 
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1644. 

September. 


[Birch  pro- 
ceeds to  riy- 
month.] 


proceeded  by  sea  to  Plymoiitli,  and  collected  liis  forces:  "  my  poor 
naked  foot,"  lie  says,  Sept.  I-l,  "  came  last  night  to  Southampton." 
They  were  speedily  supplied  with  necessaries,  and  by  the  17th  of 
October  were  able  to  take  the  field.  Those  very  men  who  had 
just  been  pardoned  by  their  Sovereign  and  set  at  liberty,  pertinacious 
in  their  resistance,  were  eager  to  wipe  out  what  they  thought  their 
ignominy,  and  to  do  battle  against  him. 

To  return  to  Birch.  On  receiving  the  colonelcy  he  immediately 
set  about  repairing  his  loss  of  tinie,^  and  witli  great  alacrity  advanc- 
ing by  land  and  sea  entered  the  town  of  Plymouth,  through  v/hich 
Essex  had  just  escaped  after  the  loss  of  his  foot  in  Cornwall.  The 
resistance  of  that  town  had  been  obstinate,  and  it  had  refused  (Sept. 
12)^  a  summons  from  the  King  with  peculiar  indignity  and  scorn. 
When  Birch  arrived  there,  part  of  the  garrison  had  been  drawn  out 
to  the  assistance  of  Essex,  and  had  been  given  up  in  his  surrciider, 
so  that  his  regiment  would  have  proved  an  important  reinibrce- 
ment,  and  have  been  there  when  suminoncd  by  his  ^lajcsty.  From 
this  time  forth,  with  some  little  intermission  at  the  latter  end  of 
September  and  beginning  of  October,  and  during  the  winter  of 
1644-5,  throughout  six  months,  the  colonel  is  to  be  considered  as 
stationed  in  garrison  there.  The  siege  Avas  tedious.  ^  Prince  ^laurice, 
to  whose  charge  the  AVest  had  been  committed,  with  his  lieutenants, 
was  altogether  unsuccessful  in  his  attempts  to  take  it.  Tord  Pobcrts 
had  been  left  governor  there  by  Essex  at  liis  departure;  but  Bircli 
was  eminent  in  assisting  at  the  defence.  AVhile  his  stay  lasted,  the 
comparative  dulness  of  its  routine  to  an  officer  accustomcl,  as  he 
had  been,  to  open  action  in  the  field,  was  relieved  by  many  assaults 
from  the  leaguer  before  it.  Among  these  is  recounted  another 
deliverance  and  success,  and  it  is  selected  as  worthy  of  remembrance. 


*  Col.  Burcli  hath  mustered  liis  regiment  of  new  levied  forces  .it  Kiiowlos  near 
Synnoek  (Sevcuoaks)  in  Kent  on  Friilay  last,  and  gave  Ihem  tlieir  amies,  who  arc 
to  march  to  Sir  William  Waller.— Perfect  Occuvrenees,  Sept.  2. 

^  Symonds,  81 . 
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It  was  in  dead  of  night  and  winter  (January  lG44-5j  that  he  was  *  lOii-.". 
called  by  his  men  from  his  qu^irters  to  an  onslaught  of  tlie  enemy. 
The  hour  was  unexpected,  but  he  was  prepared.  The  lines  were 
extensive;  two  forts  manned  by  his  soldiers  were  assaulted;  the  one 
well  defended,  the  other  for  a  short  space  taken.  In  recovering  the 
latter,  when  they  were  close  upon  it  under  a  shower  of  bullets,  they 
heard  the  challenge  from  the  Royalists,  "  Wlio  are  you  for?"  the 
well  known  challenge  by  night  or  day.^  Birch  rushing  forward 
with  the  usual  answer  on  his  side,  and  telling  his  men  it  were  better 
to  go  on  than  retreat,  they  carried  all  before  them,  and  expelled  or 
slew  the  intruders.^  Among  those  who  were  captured  was  Colonel 
Arundel,'^  of  the  life-guard  to  Prince  i\Iaurice.  He  surrendered  his 
sword  to  Birch,  who  wore  it  in  token  of  his  victory  to  the  day  when 
he  appeared  in  the  senate  of  his  country. 

This  part  of  the  narrative  closes  with  the  relief  of  Plymouth,''  [Birdi  pocs  to 
but  has  not  exactly  told  us  the  whole  of  what  occurred  to  the  ^'"^*^"d 

"  Note  21. 

'  ^  [This  WRS  probably  the  assault  of  Jan.  16,  10  l  l-r».  wlicn,  according- to  Vicars, 
Greenvile  got  four  outworks  but  was  driven  olT.  Oiic  of  them  ^%as  called  Little 
rermy-comc- quick  (Merc.  Brit.).  Iii  Perfect  Occurrences,  Jan.  15,  IG-M,  it  is  stated 
that  Col.  Birch  made  a  sally  from  Plymouth,  and  took  many  prisoners.] 

c  Several  of  the  Arundel  family,  Ivoyalists,  were  employed  in  this  AVestern  con- 
test. As  to  the  sword  which  Birch  thought  wortliy  of  being'  borne  about  him,  it 
appears  to  have  continited  a  favourite  companion  in  subsequent  time:  for  wlien  the 
attempt  under  Penruddock  and  Grove  took  place  at  Salisbury  in  behalf  o[  Charles 
II.,  1C54,  the  county  of  Hereford  with  many  others  tlu-ealened  a  general  rising  to 
restore  lam  ;  horses  and  arms  were  seized,  and  suspected  persons  arrested.  Among 
them  was  Colonel  Birch,  then  resident  at  Whitbourno.  Wroth  ]\ogers  was  govcnior 
of  Hereford,  and  reported  to  the  Protector  that  posscv-ion  had  been  taken  of  his 
person,  and  that  he  had  been  cast  into  prison.  (Tlmrloe,  State  J'apcrs,  III.  2ol, 
March  17,  lG5t.)  While  his  sword,  which  he  refused  tu  deliver  up,  v,i,s  being  taken 
from  him,  he  said,  with  some  indignation,  "My  sword  is  short,  but  it  may  be  long 
enough  within  a  while."  Berry,  one  of  Cromwell's  major-generals,  paid  him  a  visit 
in  the  following  November,  and  relea.sed  him  fr.^m  continement.  (Idem,  iv.  2.37.) 
It  is  no  violation  of  truth  to  believe  in  the  wearing  of  thi^,  sword  ten  years  after  it 
had  been  surrendered  to  him. 

d  The  siege  was  finally  raised  January  12,  1 1;4.">-('..— Sjtrigiic,  in:>. 
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1G44  5.,  Colonel  there.  Plymoutli  was  a  distracted  town.  Tt  may  ])c  fair 
to  hint  that  he  had  hc'On  entangled  in  some  d!5[)Utes  during  his 
stay.  He  was  sent,  with  other  officers,  as  a  prisoner  to  answer 
before  the  House  of"  Commons  respecting  tlils;-^  but  as  no  particular 
account,  beyond  certain  shadowy  allusions,  was  left  upon  the 
minute-books,  it  may  be  concluded  that  he  was  as  successful  in  his 
explanation  upon  tliis,  as  upon  a  former  occasion.  Anticipation, 
how^ever,  as  well  as  omission,  has  somewhat  mystified  this  part  of 
the  story,  when  compared  with  other  authentic  sources;  and  it  cuii 
only  be  hoped  that  the  memory  of  the  relator  had  suffered  much  in 
the  interval  to  escape.  But  something  also  has  been  untold  wiili 
regard  to  the  early  part  of  his  employment  at  Plymouth;  for  he  liad 
liardly  set  his  foot  in  the  place  when  he  obtained  a  necessary  leave 
of  absence.  His  private  as  well  as  public  affairs  seemed  to  rcqul'^e 
it.  But  monetary  matters  are  kept  out  of  sight  in  the  narrative. 
He  took  a  journey  to  London  to  petition  the  Parliament  in  person. 
Plis  men  were  in  want  of  su})plics,  and,  while  soliciting  in  their 
behalf,  he  embraced  an  opportunity  of  reminding  that  assembly  of 
his  own  due.^  The  flict  stands  thus  conhrmed  on  the  records  of  the 
House  i*^  ''Colonel  Birch  having  lent  l,oOO/.  for  the  service  of  the 
State,  petitions  to  have,  towards  satisfaction  for  it,  the  estate  of 
Henry  Hudson,  a  delinquent,  upon  account  towards  the  payment." 
But  the  committee,  to  whom  it  is  referred,  are  rccommetulod  to 
give  him  all  expedition,  he  being  speedily  to  repair  to  his  charge 
in  the  public  service."'^  The  positive  order  on  the  part  of  the  coju- 
mittee  shows  the  immediate  acquiescence  with  his  application,  Irat 
it  is  accompanied  by  an  admonition  that  he  should  remain  iii  Lc)ndon 

»  C.J.  May  12,  1645.    Sec  also  March  10,  lG4}-5,  aiul  May  9,  1643. 
"  So  modcsdy,''  savs  one  version  of  the  Parliamentary  note,  *•  that  liis  desire  was 
granted."   (Perfect  Diuraall,  Oct.  IC)   He  was  not  unversed  in  the  inulliu  t<  »'j>ora 
fandi  as  well  as  the  rou-her  passages  of  debate. 
«  C.J.  Oct.  10,  1014. 
The  whole  of  the  composition  of  Henry  Hudson,  csqnirc>  of  Londoi:,  as  it  stands 
in  Dring's  Catalogue,  amounted  to  3,700/. 
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no  longer.  Towards  Plymoutli  lie  returns,  but  on  liIs  road  falls  in  ^c>\i. 
witli  a  wliole  group  of  con-rinauders  near  iKisingstoke — l•>^sex,  * ^'■^^'j'^'' 
Waller,  and  the  Earl  of  ^Manchester  unnicntioned  before.  'Jlie 
occasion  was  tempting,  for  it  was  expected  tliat  a  battle  would  be 
fought,  and  some  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  Charles  would 
endeavour  to  repossess  Reading,^  or  even  lorce  his  way  to  the 
metropolis.  lie  paid  his  respects  to  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and,  stating 
that  he  was  returning  to  his  charge,  tendered  his  services  under  the 
circumstances,  and  was  accepted.  The  Earl's  expression  towards 
liini  is  flatterinolv^  L^iven,  "  not  as  commandinir,  but  desi]■in'^" 
The  King  however  altered  his  line  of  march,  and  inclined  towards 
Kewbury.  Essex  being  really  ill  at  Basingstoke,  and  unable  to 
appear  personally  in  the  field,  the  command  devolved  clneliy  on 
Manchester,  though  Waller  was  also  there.  j\Ianchester  accepted 
Birch's  services,  and  the  action  was  struck  upon  the  following  day 
(October  27,  1644).  'The  (lieutenant)  colonel's  part  in  it  is  not 
spoken  of  by  Itoe.  He  had  no  regiment  thereto  command;  neither 
does  Roe'  intimate  that  he  himself  was  there.  Birch  would  only  be 
an  attendant  on  i\EHnchester ;  but  if  as  an  amateur''  attendant  upon 
the  general  he  had  no  part  in  the  fight,  yet  he  had  in  the  pursuit. 

Here  we  arrive  at  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  [Second  }>a\i]c 
manuscript.    But  more  unrelated  matter  remains  to  be  supplied  in  '">f  ^'l;^vllu:•\•.  | 
this  place.     Events  crowd  upon  us  in  this  part,  for  wdiile  Waller's 

*  The  officer  who  then  conimaiivlcd  there  was  Coh)nel  Jolui  r>:irkstc:ul,  originally 
a  goldsmith  in  London,  distinguished  by  the  zeul  and  ability  witli  which  he  jia-<cd 
throngli  his  military  promotion  in  the  Parliamentary  service.  After  signing  the 
King's  death-warrant  he  fled  to  the  Continent,  where  lie  continm-d  for  a  while  in  a 
sort  of  sanctuary  at  Ilanau  in  Germany.  Venturing  from  that  free  city  into  Ihdhmd, 
he  was  seized,  and, A\  ith  otlicrsof  the  regicides, executed  at  the  Jiestoration,  Aiu  il  I'J, 
1062.— Nohle's  ]?cgicidcs,  i.  87. 

^  See  in  Appendix  XII.  an  original  letter  containing  an  n<-i  onnt  of  this  hattle. 
It  is  from  the  pen  of  Colonel  Kichard  >>orton,  CroinwcH's  lavoui'ite  "  Dick  Nurton," 
■who  was  governor  of  Basingstoke,  and  v,  itnes.-ed  the  fiuhl  only  as  an  amaimr,  hut 
got  engaged  too  far  in  assisting  Ludlow,  w  ho  was  in  dani;i  r.  Norton  in  so  iloiiig 
■was  wounded.  It  is  the  more  interesting,  as  LudloN\-  hinistdf,  who  ciMifesses  his 
horse  was  shot,  has  taken  no  notice  of  his  pcr-onal  escape- -Memoirs,  i.  liil. 
CAMD.  SOC.  O 
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1G14.  ^^^f^    been  dispelling    at    Xortlninptuu  and  proceeding  to 

tuber  27.  Abingdon,  and  Charles'  had  turned  olT  to  follow  E-ex,  the  fatal 
battle  liad  been  fought  at  ]\Iarston  ^Ioor.»  The  forces  of  Manchester 
and  his  lieutenant  Cromwell  being  dispo.-able  alter  that  victory, 
Avere  directed  southward  to  outnumber  those  of  tlic  K'ing,  but  the 
commanders  brought  heart-burnings  with  them:  a  conciliatory 
letter  from  the  committee  of  both  Houses^  failed  to  unite  tliem  ;  so 
that  the  Avranglings  of  Essex  and  Waller,  added  to  the  disagreement 
of  Manchester  and  Cromwell,  left  their  army  really  without  an 
efficient  head;  and  tlie  orders  of  Essex  or  ^lancliester  were  neglected 
'  .  or  disputed  rather  tlian  obeyed.  In  this  state  of  things  Birch  found 
tlie  leaders  wben  he  came  to  Basingstoke,  and  it  sulliciently 
^accounts  for  the  request  already  pointed  out,  rather  than  the 
command,  uf  the  generalissimo,  that  he  would  go  to  Btcading;  and 
■  in  part  for  the  inability  that  he  met  witli  in  getting  an  answer  irom 
the  sleepy  r^lanchester  on  the  second  night  after  the  action,''  wlien 
"all  the  army  liud  been  vrearicd,  and  when  he  and  Cromwell  had  l)eeu 
disputing  as  to  the  military  measures  of  that  day.  The  atlidr  liow- 
over  had  then  taken  place.  Xewbury,  wretched  Xewiniry,  un- 
fortunate in  having  been  a  second  time  within  liearing  of  the  roar 
ofa  battle,  to  the  terror  of  the  iidiabitants,  was  occupied  by  l\ir- 
liamentary  troops,  and  Birch,  as  it  shoidd  appear,  returning  with 
some  company,  among  wdiom  was  Boe,  IVom  the  pursuit  of 
stragglers,  met  accidentally  with  a  convoy  that  threw  a  booty  into 
his  hands.  He  was  obliged  to  get  up  a  party  in  tlie  ])ursuit,  and 
^vcnt  from  house  to  house  to  form  them.  Jf  the  reader  has  already 
attentively  cast  his  eye  over  tliis  episode  in  the  original,  it  will 
require  but  a  few  touches  in  the  ilhutration.  d'hc  triumph  that  it 
includes  over  a  disabled  old  oilicer  and  his  helpless  lady  is  indeed 
poor;  not  so  in  a  sul)Staijtial  sense  is  the  booty  olnamed.  'J'lie 

*  Bciinic,  the  Pi-osbyteriau  coniniissioiuT  tn  the  rarliament,  \viot(>  triiiiniihaiitly  to 
liis  iScoteh  friecJ  on  this  ^trikiI\^:  rcvcr>c  to  the  Kiiip;.    (Letters  and  .lounials.  ii.  :;0 

.xv-y.  O'l.  1775).  Ijaillii-  Mas  not  aware  that  at  this  very  time  th'i>e  dissensicjus 
Avere  hro'»lii);j  tliat  ruiiie<l  the  I'resh}  trrian  eaii-e.  Ifushworth,  3,  ii.  711). 

=  [Kue's  date.  Oct.  ;>0,  seems  wroii^,  as  the  luitth'  was  on  the  27lh.  | 
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talents  and  bravery  of  iJirch  come  out  in  full  p;irtlz;in  lu.-trc;  au'l  K>-JL 
,        11-  ,      .     ,  .         .  ^  ,        1   .  Octol.cr3() 

tlie  AvJiole  IS  consequently  given  m  so  joyous  a  manner  as  tliough  it 

had  sometime  formed  a  capital  story  for  the  two  comrades  over  a 

winter  evening's  fire.    But  for  a  proper  understanding  of  it  the 

way  must  be  cleared. 

There  was  in  his  ^lajesty's  service  a  general  ofiiccr  of  consideralde  [-"^j^.l^,^'""' 

note.    Patrick  Earl  of  Forth,  Lord  Brentford,  Lord  Bulliveu,  for 

by  this  aggregate  of  names  he  is  variously  known  in  tlie  history  of 

these  wars,  was  by  birth  a  Scot,  brought  up  in  tlie  ti'ouldes  ol'thc 

Low  Countries  from  his  youth.    The  enumeration  of  tlic  parts  in 

which  he  had  served,  and  the  wounds  that  he  had  received,  seems 

well  nigh  fabulous.    He  had  seen  service  in  Sweden  under  Gustavus 

Adoljdius,  in  Denmark,  Eussia,  Livonia,  Lithuania,  Poland,  LUid 

Prussia.    In  England  alone  the  number  of  his  wounds  had  equalled 

that  of  the  battles  in  which  he  had  exposed  himself    At  Edgehill, 

says  Lloyd,  he  modelled  the  fight;  v/as  at  Brentford  and  Gloucester, 

was  shot  in  both  the  fights  at  Xewbury,  at  Chcriton,  and  near 

Banbury.    Lie  had  been  shot  in  the  head,  in  both  arms,  the  inouth, 

leg,  and  shoulder;^  and,  as  if  all  this  had  not  been  enough  f>r  his 

scars  and  his  story,  the  catalogue  was  finished  by  a  fall  from  his  horse 

that  broke  his  shoulder.^    Could' such  an  one  have  diod  a  natural 

death  after  all  these  escapes?    fie  survived  to  wait  upon  Charles  JL 

in  exile,  and  returning  to  his  native  country  was  buried  in  IGol  at 

Dundee.^ 

From  the  account  of  him  in  Clarendon,'^  Avhere  he  fairly  b. dances  [iiis  ni-ht- 
his  merits  and  his  failings,  he  appears  to  have  passed  the  prime  of  ^^""^ '-^d 
his  powers,  though  zealously  attached  to  his  pi'ofossion  and  the  King. 
As  Lord  General  he  had  been  with  his  ^hijesty  in  Oxford,  where 
he  was  at  the  head  of  his  military  committees;  and,  chielly  f)r  the 

Duc^dale,  Baronage,  ii.  •172;  Lloyd,  Mt-nioii  s,  ICT. 

^  This  was  a  little  after  tlie  lime  of  his  luyiii--  down  his  coninmnd,  niid  hrfore  his 
appointment  as  Lord  Chanilicrl.iin  to  rriucc  Chailes  on  Nov.  \C,\\. 

c  Warwick  says  that  his  lady  was  a  Swede,  ami  tjmt  h-uli  .'f  them  were  afterwards 
ill-nscd  by  his  countrymen.— Memoirs,  220. 

^  Ilistorv,  viii. 
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sake  of  frieiidslnp  for  Lord  Iloptoii  niid  (lislnclhmion  to  he  idlo, 
had  gone  to  assist  him' wiili  liis  advice  at  \\'incliestcr,  and  liad  thus 
been  hurt  at  Cliciiton,  as  well  as  on  thi>  day  at  Newbury.  Like 
the  King,  wlien  tlie  battle  v»-as  raging,  lie  had  sought  tenijiorary 
shelter ut  Donnington  Castle/'  that  overlooked  part  of  the  field  :  he  had 
a  considerable  escort  and  many  followers;  it  certainly  was  his  wound 
that  first  induced  him  to  repair  thither.  But  he  would  be  naturally 
desiro.ns  of  placing  his  lady  and  other  women  under  better  security; 
and,  having  brought  his  oflicial  carriages  and  attendants,  such  as 
Shakspeare's  Welshman  calls  "  the  poys  and  luggage  "  wdth  him, 
he  determined  to  make  his  way  in  part  by  a  cross-country  road 
to  Bath.  It  was  then  moonlis^ht  :  on  the  eveni ncr  of  the  battle 
they  had  fought  a  whole  hour  by  it,  and  his  ]\L\iesty  bad  drawn  off 
by  it,  and  reached  Bath  in  safety.'^  The  journey  was  hazardous  to 
Forth  by  reason  of  the  ways;  and  the  inoon,  useful  to  him  in  many 
respcctSj  has  its  illusions,  when  on  a  track  like  this  it  would,  in 
Milton's  language,  be  "shadowy"  in  setting  forth  the  face  of  things. 
Attempt  it,  however,  he  would;  and  the  reader  of  the  MS.  has 
been  told  with  what  success.'^ 

It  may  be  deemed  over-scrupulous  to  point  out  that  the  tone  of 
the  text,  cheerful  and  spirited  throughout,  yet  bespeaks  an  absence 
of  the  feeling  that  had  graced  some  other  commanders.  Lady  Forth 
and  her  husband  appear  not  to  have  met  with  the  best  of  treatment 
at  the  hands  of  the  Parliamentarians.  In  another  respect,  while  the 
omission  of  such  impious  expressions  as  some  of  Koe's  friends  might 
not  have  scrupled  at,  is  happily  consistent  with  his  usage  in  other 
places  (see  p.  10),  it  is  counterbalanced,  on  the  other  haiid,  by  the 
hard  and  coarse  manner  in  which  he  treats  the  putting  to  death  of 
an  enemy.  It  is  true  that  the  moment  was  critical,  and  it  was  in 
»  Note  22.  ^  Note  23. 

c  When  the  last  flash,  the  hi^t  hiirrali,  and,  wouhl  it  niifrht  be  aiUled,  the  hist 
groan  had  ceased  upon  tl)C  ticbl.  a  hiri;c  cavah'ade  con^istinj,'  of  a  i)arty  that  liad 
taken  refu-e  in  DoTUiingron  Cas-tlo  issued  forth  to  travel  by  eross  ro;id  to  Bath, 
whither  his  Majesty  also  was  on  his  v\'ay.— J.  W.    [But  see  note  S  p.  Os.] 

•J  Note  24. 
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self-defence;  but  the  expression  of  making  a  liolc  in  his  adversary's  K'!-""'- 
skin  is  as  cool  as  if  it  had  been  used  respecting  liis  own  buft'coat. 
It  savours  of  the  language''  of  those  whose  society  he  and  his 
colonel  might  have  kept  in  tlie  guard-room.  This  toucli  of  coarse- 
ness in  expression  appears,  according  to  Burnet,  to  have  been 
always  retained  by  Bircli,  though  tlie  bishop  refers  it  to  another 
source  (see  Preflice). 

Treating  chiefly  of  transactions  in  tlic  field,  Roe  has  passed  over  [The  Xew 
those  of  politics  by  wholesale;  otherwise  in  this  place  would  have  ^^'""^^'"^ 
intervened  those  important  measures  comprised  between  October 
1G44  and  the  early  part  of  July  164.).  A\'itliin  thcs>.'  montlis  agita- 
tions had  taken  place  which,  tlirougli  tlie  Self-denying  Ordinance, 
destroyed  the  influence  of  Birch's  party,  and,  in  subjecting  tlie  Presby- 
terians to  the  Independents,  created  Fairfix  ostensibly  the  general 
of  a  new-modelled  army,  and  rendered  Cromwell  really  the  lord  of 
the  ascendant.  This  laro-e  omission  may  therefore,  after  the  bare 
mention  of  it,  be  consigned  to  the  general  historian,  with  a  single, 
though  obviously  pertinent,  remark,  that  Birch,  having  accepted 
his  pLice  as  a  colonel  in  that  army,  had  but  changed  his  faction 
while  he  retained  his  cause. 

We  are  now  entering  upon  a  new  series  of  incidents  in  the  [Birch  nt 
military  life  of  this  adventurer:   new,  because  from  a  nominal  ^, 
colonelcy  he  had  been  raised  to  a  full  command;  new,  because  he  J^-i^''---H'^, 

.  ,  .    .  '  r        1  bravor\-  at  tlic 

IS  acting  under  new  superiors,  and  is  transterred  to  new  scenes ;  stonniiii;  of 
new,  because  he  is  under  new  counsels  in  a  new  army,  b'ssex  and  l^^'^f'^O 
Waller  and  others  are  gradually  to  disappear,  and  the  old  system  of 
half-measures  is  to  be  no  more.  Colonel  Birch,  ordered  out  of 
garrison  at  Plymouth,  and  obedient  to  the  new  militaiy  authority, 
marched  to  meet  Fairfax  and  Cromwell  at  Bridgwater.^  lie 
joined  the  army  near  that  place,  and  was  ])rcsent  at  the  eapture, 
where  its  reduction  by  a  terriflc  lire  is,  tor  the  first  time,  attributed 

*  It  may  be  invidious  to  point  out  another  trait,  at  p.  11,  iu  tlic  affair  at 
Winchester. 
^  July,  1045. 
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by  Eoc  to  his  colond's  iiuorfl'rcncc.-'  At  iliif  pf>>t  is  liis  earliest 
promotion  to  act  as  governor;^  Init  tlioiigli  admitted  witli  in.-ii 
to  co-operate  with  the  "  new  model,"  he  is  not  acknowledged  liere, 
or  elsewhere,  a^  u  component  part  of  the  force,  lie  is  useful,  liow- 
ever,  for  a  short  time,  ricmoved  ere  hmg  by  Fairfax,  lie  is  en- 
trusted with  the  care  of  Bath,  an  imperfectly  fortified  city,  and 
exposed  to  danger.  In  the  meanwhile  the  army  proceeds  to  the 
siege  of  Bristol,  ^^^lilc  preparation  is  making  for  it  un(h:r  his 
advice,*^  a  dispute  or  cabal  is  represented  somewhat  mysteriously  as 
arising,  in.which  that  advice  had  been  questioned;  for  during  tliis 
second  siege,  and  where  he  is  now  an  experienced  assailant,  instead 
of,  as  belbrc,  defendant,  a  dangerous  epideniic  was  prevailing. 
Probably  ever  since  its  last  siege,  the  city  was  in  so  deplorable  a 
condition  from  pestilential  fever,  that  the  army  at  first  had  hesitated 
to  approacli  it, yet  Birch  had  earnestly  urged  them  on.  It  was 
not  till  the  last  council  of  war,  after  many  had  been  tield,  tluU  tlie 
determination  w\as  settled  to  storm.  In  the  debate  on  whicli  this 
resolution  was  formed,  Bircli  displayed,  and  it  might  be  with 
some  reference  to  that  fever,  a  total  absence  of  fear  from  pestilence 
or  war.  The  storm  ensued  in  a  blaze  from  the  guns  of  the  de- 
fenders at  the  very  hour,  "  the  darkest  hour  that  precedes  the 

*  [Sprigge,  wlio  does  mention  Bit  eli  licrc,  states  th;u  the  firing  of  gr.ina<lo^  ar.d 
sings  of  hot  iron  Avas  coinmcneed  by  the  garrison  tliein^elvcs,  on  the  part  of  the  towix 
already  taken  by  Fairfax.  Great  dania-e  api)ear>  to  liave  been  (knie.  Tliis  bar- 
barous procedure  seems  to  liave  been  not  nnusnah  'llw  I'.avl  of  Newcastle  aib>pted 
it  at  Hull;  the  town  of  BridgenDrih  was  burnt  by  pianados  fired  In-  the  garrison 
after  they  had  liccn  forced  into  the  c;isth'.] 

^  After  a  letter  from  Sir  Thomas  L'airfax  to  tlic  House  of  Commons  conceniing 
the  taking  of  Bridgwater,  •'  The  House  tlieu  tookc  into  consideration  tlie  sat'ery  of 
the  said  towne,  by  ai>])(>intiiig  an  lione^t,  able,  and  faitlifnll  gentleman  to  command 
the  same  ;  and,  after  some  del)ate  concerning  it,  the  House  orilcrcd  tlnit  Colonell 
Birtch  shall  be  nominated,  ap[)ointcd,  and  constituted  govcrnour  of  the  towne  of 
Bridgwater.''    I'erfect  Diurnall,  Sntnrday,  July  2r,,  ir,!,-).— J.  ^V. 

«  i'aii-fax  took  Col.  Birch  w  itli  him  and  a  few  otliers  to  view  the  ^Aorks  tw<.)  days 
after  sending  in  the  summons. — Mcrcm  ius  Britannicus,  Sept.  8  to  I."). 

'J  [Only  one  soldier,  however,  died  of  it.] 
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dawn."-''  His  knowledge  of  tlie  n-iouiul  and  liis  expciieneed  sword,  I'-i'. 
urged  by  a  zeal  tliat  would  be'pcculiariy  Ids  own,  gave  material  aid 
towards  tlic  ascent  to  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  and  tlie  attack  of  liains- 
borougli's  brigade,  of  which  he  forms  a  p.ii  t,  |)roves  succes.did.  The 
city  which  he  dispiritedly  left  as  lost  to  tlie  lioundhrads  is  once 
more  won  by  them.  His  conduct  is  specially  noted  in  the  despatch 
of  Lieutenant- General  Cromwell  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Common?/ — a  compliment  totally  overlooked  or  despised  by  lioc, 
as  much  as  if  it  were  nothing  worth,  tliough  it  could  hardly  have 
been  unknown  to  him :  let  this  be  presented  as  a  confirmation  of 
what  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  name  of  Cromwell 
throughout  tlie  manuscript  is  utterly  ignored. 

This  heavy  blow  to  the  King's  affairs  gives  rise  to  anotlier  cor-  [iJupcrL's  mis- 
respondent  remark,  in  the  little  mention  that  is  here  made  of  ^'-'^''^iict.] 
liupert  or  his  disgrace  in  the  surrender.  In  a  former  passage  (see 
p.  3)  he  is  boldly  reproved  for  his  conduct  before  the  walls;  if  that 
be  true  wdiich  has  been  said  of  him  by  others  lie  might  novr  have 
Ibeen  as  severely  reproached  for  his  behaviour  within  th.,  in.  But 
Roe  has  on  tliis  head  exercised  a  forbearance  superior  to  the  vulgar 
custom  of  the  time  wdien  the  account  was  written;  though  indeed 
the  crisis  of  the  civil  calenture,  wdien  this  was  comj^osed,  was  overpast. 
In  this  there  is  consistency;  there  is  more;  it  may  not  be  too  mucli 
to  attribute  it  to  a  just  and  generous  feeling.  T>old  in  condemning 
the  master-vices  of  the  Cavaliers,  he  scorns  to  employ  the  language 
comnion  to  those  days  in  insulting  over  a  fallen  adversary.  It 
would  have  ])cen  an  opportunity  of  abuse  that  all  might  not  have 
neglected.  The  Prince  at  Ih-istol,  dispirited  by  evils  arising  from 
his  own  misconduct,  was  well  known  t^)  have  increased  them  siiu-c 
he  had  been  governor;  he  had  grown  reckless,  and  liad  lu;t  nuich 

«  September  10,  1015. 

b  The  words  of  Cromwell  in  liis  despatch  arc  tlie^e  :  "dd.  liin-h  ^vitll  his  men, 
and  the  major-^^eneral's  (Skip])oii's)  rc-inu'iir.  cnrcic  d  wifh  vcrv  -(u-d  resolution 
■where  their    post  posso-in;,'-    the    enemy's    -iin?,  nnd   turniiiu   tliem  iip.m 

them."    Eain.shoron-Ii,  after  all,  li:ul  the  hartle>t  task  of  all,  nt  I'rior's  Hill  I'wi. 
SprifTgc.  11  o. 
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1645.       of  his  moral  as  well  as  nnlitary  roputation,  iii  tlic  eves  ol  liis 
Sept.— Nov.   p  .     -,  .  J      I  J 

iriends  as  well  as  cneriiies.^ 

[Birch  sent         To  return  once  more  to  Birch.    He  had  assisted  in  tliis  aHair 

against  Here-       .  ,  •  i      i  i  i      r  i  i  ,« 

ford.]  With  a  consKlcrable   commana  ol   liorsc  and   loot;   yet  appears 

nowhere  after  the  storm  but  as  at  the  head  of  a  volunteer  regiment, 
governor  of  Bath,  with  Bristol  in  his  cliarge.  Here  he  was  left, 
while  Fairflix  and  Cromwell  passed  away  to  other  successes.  The 
j^osition  was  little  suited  to  his  taste.  Alternately  elevated  and 
depressed,  he  considered  tlie  supervision  of  two  phiccs  already 
humbled  to  submission  as  no  better  than  want  of  employ  men  r, 
where  there  was  neither  prospect  of  advanccnient  nor  of  future 
gain.  We  are  led,  however,  to  infer  tl^it  he  had  higher  aims.  Jn  a 
fit  of  weariness  he  contemplated  once  more  laying  aside  the  })ro- 
fessioii  of  arms.  His  pros])cct  of  advancement  seemed  at  an  end. 
.  ,  But  a  new  opening  unexpectedly  presented    itself.      Going  to 

London  in  the  middle  of  November  1G45,  and  communicating  his 
intention  to  his  friends  and  the  Committee  of  Safety,  he  obtained 
a  fresh  appointment,  coinciding  more  acceptably  with  his  in- 
clinations. From  them  he  received  a  force  of  horse  and  foot, 
composed  partly  of  his  own  men,  with  other  provisional  assistance, 
and  a  sort  of  rovinii;  commission.  In  this,  with  tlie  consent  and 
aid  of  the  governor  of  Gloucester,^  to  whose  superintendance  Here- 
fordshire had  been  committed,  he  was  directed  to  march  towards  a 
part  of  the  kingdom  before  unknown  to  him;  his  precise  orders 
were  to  "  distress  the  city  of  Hereford." 

[Stateof  Here-  Hitherto  has  the  commentator  accompanied  tlie  writer  and  his 
fonlsbire.] 

»  "  Prince  Kupert  is  so  mnch  givLU  to  his  case  and  i)le:i^urc,  lliat  every  man  is 
disheartened  that  sees  it.  This  city  of  Bristol  is  hut  a  great  house  of  haudry.  and 
will  mine  tlie  King;  and,  hy  all  1  see,  Prince  liupert  is  resolved  to  lye  l»y  ii." 
(Trevor  to  M.  of  Ornumde  ;  Carte's  (')rnu)iide.  iii.  i).")  !.)  He  was  so  utipojmhir  at 
his  marching  away,  that  the  country  peojjle  called  out"  (live  him  no  (|uarter." 
The  general  him^clf  attended  him  with  the  ladies  t^v^)  miles  out  frDUi  the  city. 
(Sprigge,  111,  112.)  Baker  says  that  the  ]'e(>ple  of  the  t^wn  would  stand  hy  him 
no  longer.  Chronicle,  4U1). 
>;otc  25. 
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comrade  tliroiigliout  their  inilitary  wanderings  and  halr-brcadili  hUr,. 
adventures  in  tlie  AVest.  The  scene  must  now  he  changed  to  a 
very  different  quarter,  wliere  the  struggle  liad  been  liardly  less 
intense,  and  where  it  liad  been  going  on  witli  singular  activit3^ 
The  story  of  Herefordshire  in  its  civil  miseries  is  one  wlilch  the 
commentator  had  once  thought  to  have  opened  more  fully,  had  time 
and  opportunities  served.  But  though  reduced  here  as  to  its 
dimensions  it  is  too  interesting-  tliat  it  should  o'o  untold,  even  in 
the  part  that  verges  towards  its  close.  Wherefore  turning  his  back 
altogether  on  the  distractions  of  the  AVest,  and  throwing  aside  the 
staff  with  wdiich  the  I\IS.  of  Koc  has  hitherto  supplied  him,  he 
must  attempt  f^r  a  while  as  a  mere  harbinger  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  exertions  of  Birch  in  this  hitherto  untried  sphere  of  occu- 
pation, by  a  short  transfer  to  tbat  western  remoter  border  of  Britain, 
where  from  their  earliest  days  the  Welsli  had  ever  shown  their 
blind  attachment  to  their  princes,  and  where  from  the  beginjiing 
this  civil  strife  had  been  entered  into  with  romantic  loyalty;  for  all 
classes,  from  the  inhabitant  of  the  hall  to  the  peasant  in  his  hovel, 
for  the  greater  part,  or  with  very  little  exception,  had  treasured  in 
their  hearts  that  sentiment  which  Hopton  had  inscribed  upon  his 
alliterative  banner — 

1  will  strive  to  serve  my  sovercitiri  KIdcc. 

.  This  is  that  western  border-land  wdiich  Birch  is  about  to  invade. 
Here  is  the  cit}',  into  which  he  is  about  to  enter,  to  establish  him- 
self as  a  governor;  the  country  in  which  he  is  fmally  to  settle,  in 
which  he  is  to  end  his  days. 

The  city  and  county  that  he  was  approaching  had  dune  and  [City  of  IKv 
suffered  much  in  the  cause  of  Charles  I.  By  drains  of  men  aruP"^''-^ 
money,  through  incursions  by  night  and  by  day,  their  original 
Cjuiet  had  been  succeeded  l/y  a  long-continued  state  of  alarm  and 
intrusion.  Hereford  itself  liad  sustained  several  hostile  vi.-its:  one 
from  the  Earl  of  Stamford  in  lG-12,  whom  l^sex  had  sent  from 
Worcester  on  an  errand  of  occupation  before  the  battle  of  ]:]dg\  hlll; 
others  from  AValler  in  the  following  year.    But  tlie.-e  had  been 
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1645.  rather  annoyances  in  the  ^vay  of  forced  contilbutlon  and  limited 
phmder.  In  another  more  recent  attempt  it  liad  resisted  tl;e  Scots, 
who  had  been  compelled,  after  six  weeks  beleaguering,  to  break  up 
from  their  trendies  and  retire  in  disgrace  before  the  advance  of  his 
Majesty  to  its  relief.  The  spirits  of  that  whole  county,  that  the 
Scottish  army  had  ransacked  for  subsistence  during  its  irksome 
continuance  before  the  capital,  had  been  raised  to  their  highest  ])itch, 
and  they  were  enjoying  a  teniporary  triumpli.  The  cause  of  the 
King  was  low,  but  they  were  proud  of  tlieir  recent  defence.  In 
spite  of  all  former  intrusions  the  place  liad  never  yet  been  entered 
by  fine  force.  The  natives,  both  then  and  for  many  after  gene- 
rations, traditionally  boasted  of  it  as  a  "  maiden  city."  The  ]*ar- 
liament  saw  this.  Their  committee  employed  leaders  upon  whom 
they  could  depend.  The  contingency  irom  several  causes  seemed 
favourable,  and  Birch  was  sent  "  to  distress  the  city  of  Hereford." 

^J'?^^^  feeling  'J\\Q  tone  in  the  politics  of  this  county,  when  Birch  directed  his 
of  Heref  ord-  - 

shire.]  steps  towards  it,  seems,  at  the  hazard  or  repetition,  to  call  for  a 

more  expanded  retrospect  of  what  had  originally  ha])pened  here. 
The  Parliament's  influence  had  not  much  at  first  aflccted  it,  when 
England's  troubles  began.  On  the  contrary,  as  has  been  already 
related,  its  almost  universal  feeling  had  been  in  frjvour  of  the  King. 
This  was  not  altogether  without  some  counterpoise ;  but  for  a  con- 
siderable season  the  opposition  on  behalf  of  the  Houses  could  scarcely 
rear  its  head.  Shut  out  from  the  rest  of  England  by  wretched 
roads  and  an  all-but-unnavigable  river,  Herefordshire  was  in  general 
too  content  to  remain  as  it  had  been  for  centuries  before.  ]\Iany  of 
.  '  the  owners  of  the  land  enjoyed  ample  estates,  but  with  a  single 
exception  not  one  of  the  nobility,  whose  presence  influenced  other 
parts,  had  been  in  residence  here.  Its  wealtliy  proprietors  were 
chiefly  baronets  or  knights;  its  clergy  upholders  of  the  establidied 
ritual;  and,  though  there  miglit  be  much  ignorance  in  their  flocks, 
according  to  the  notion  of  the  Puritans,  they  had  been  taught 
adherence  to  their  Church  and  its  temporal  head  tlie  K'ing.  They 
ignored  for  the  most  part  the  new  tcacliing  of  the  Hou;es  and  their 
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divines,  and,  wlien  tlie  torch  was  kindling,  tlic  countv  endeavoured  i'''-'- 
to  extinguisli  it  by  expressing'  their  abhorrence  of  nnilving  war  for 
the  King  against  himself.  At  the  season  wlien  petitions  loaded 
the  tables  of  the  senate,  theirs  was  of  the  nio^t  severe  and  caustic 
ciiaracter.  It  was  an  attempt  to  read  a  lesson  to  the  Houses:  tlic 
Commons  voted  it  "an  insult,"  and  resented  it  by  a  threat.  All 
this  w^as  owing,  in  Herefordshire,  to  a  knot  of  lioyalists  whom  their 
opponents  in  derision  called  ''the  Xine  A\'orthics;"  Lord  Scuda- 
more,  Fitzwilliam  Coningsby,  Sir  AYalter  Pyc,  Sir  Henry  Lingen, 
and  others;  but  they  were  feebly  resisted  by  Sir  l^obert  Harlcy, 
Sir  Richard  Hopton,  old  Sir  John  Kyrle,  and  sonic  of  inferior  note. 
When  the  Royalists  petitioned,  an  attempt  had  been  made  for  pro- 
curing ^  counter-petition,  but  it  failed,  because  sufficient  respectable 
signatures  could  not  be  found.  The  Parliament,  however,  adopted 
means  for  interfering  with  tliis  unanimity  and  fiucied  security,  and 
introduced  the  wedge  by  way  of  arms.  AVhcn  the  Earl  of  Esse.x 
■went  down  to  A^"orcester  before  the  battle  of  Edgehill,  he  sent  Ibr- 
ward  a  force  under  Lord  Stamford,  as  already  mentioned,  to  occupy 
the  city,  and  disturb  the  Royalists  around  it.  ddiis  was  seconded 
by  the  usual  dash  of  Sir  William  AValler  in  one  of  his  military 
rovings,  Avhen,  without  diQiculty,  he  twice  entered  and  raised  con- 
tributions. At  this  time  Lord  Scudamorc  was  captured;  and  some 
of  the  Xine  Worthies,"  previously  taken  at  Iliglmam  near  Glouces- 
ter,''^ were  carried  off  to  Bristol.  The  whule  of  this  had  occurred 
before  the  latter  place  had  in  the  time  of  J)irch  been  wre.^ted  from 
the  Parliament,  and  wdiile,  as  we  have  already  told,  he  wa^  a  voluii- 
teer  there. 

As  to  Hereford  itself,  from  the  time  that  Waller  had  foived  nis  [Iloicfciii  n 
w^ay  and  carided  off  his  captives,  it  luul  been  placed  under  authorised  l  '-*^^ 

military  government  :  not  always  at  first  well  administered,  for  it 
had  been  undertaken  by  those  Avho  were  not  e(iual  to  the  task  ;  but,  in 
process  of  time,  wdien  the  appointment  fell  from  tlie  ^^larquls  of 
Hertford  to  Prince  liupert,  it  h.ad  its  governor  to  command,  and 
"  Corhct,  P.iM.  {Aom:  I':*. 
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^  ^'  its  Committee  to  collect  assessments,  hy  uu-noiucv  called  contrll'ii- 
tions,  and  its  regular  garrison,  if  neces-ai y,  t'j  enforce  them.  Much 
of  the  moral  iniluence  of  the  landed  }>ro{.rictors,  and  the  feeling  of 
the  public  throughout  the  county,  was  disturbed  by  the  military 
occupation  of  the  provincial  capital  ;  yet  after  all  it  \vas  a  source 
from  which  royal  levies  were  drawn  upon  emergency  :  a  place 
whither  the  King  himself,  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Xasebv,  liad  re- 
treated, ai\d  where  he  was  received,  tliough  in  distress,  with  joy  and 
acclamations^  as  if  he  had  indeed  been  a  fortunate  Kirig.  And  in 
truth,  though  this  had  not,  like  many  other  counties,  seen  its  fields 
strewed  with  the  slain  of  many  battles,  it  had  tasted  some  of  the 
bitterness  of  this  draught  of  sorrow. 
[Governors  of  Xhc  Selection  of  governors  for  the  city  and  county  had  not  alwavs 
been  fortunate.  Tlie  six  that  had  ruled  there,  reckoning  down- 
wards from  Herbert  Price,  and  including  the  present  ofliccr,  had 
held  it  for  the  King.  Myn,  who  immediately  preceded  the  existing 
governor,  wa?  indeed  a  soldier  of  the  highest  ability,  maturest  ex- 
perience, anv.l  most  encouraging  hopes.  But  his  course  had  been 
cut  short.  Massey,  the  indefatigable  commander  at  Gloucester, 
surprised  him  and  his  Anglo-Irish  regiment  in  the  held  at  Tied- 
marley  in  the  co:inty  of  Worcester,  slew  or  dispersed  tliem  all,  and. 
amidst  the  universal  regret  of  soldier  and  citizen,  bore  tlie  corpse  oi" 
the  colonel  to  an  honourable  funeral  at  Gloucester.  Alter  the  brief 
interposition  of  Colonel  Barnard,  a  temporary  commander,  equally 
[Sir  BarnaKa'  unfurtunate,  Sir  Barnabas  Scudamore  was  chosen  by  Pi-incc  Bupert 
.:aKlainou.]  governor  of  Hereford.     The  post  of  governor,  nominally 

under  the  Boval  Commission,  was  actually  under  the  Prince.  It 
had  been  in  some  instances  elsewhere  the  object  of  cabal  and  con- 
tention :  it  does  not  ap])car  to  have  been  so  hoe.  In  some  ca?es  It 
had  been  much  coveted  :  the  present  occujuer  had  fvand  h  i\o  easy 
task  from  the  hour  he  had  taken  It  In  hand.  The  qualities  for 
which  Piupert  had  appointed  him  couM  not  have  been  of  a  mean 
order,  as  his  acquaintance  and  coimexion  with  the  country,  of  which 
he  was  a  native,  seemed  to  have  rendered  the  appointment  appr(j- 
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priate.  He  was  a  youno-cr  biotlior  of  tlie  noble  liouse  of  ll-.m 
Lacy  near  the  city  ;  and,  as  a  'solJior  of  fortune,  with  the  slender 
and  dependent  means  of  such  an  one,  had  adopted  that  profession 
which  frequently  fell  to  the  lot  of  younger  brothers  in  noble  families. 
He  had  throughout  exposed  his  person  for  the  King  in  various 
phices  :  ^  at  the  siege  of  Lichfield  under  Lupert  ;  ^  at  Ashby-de-la- 
Zoucli  with  Hasthigs  ;  ^  in  ^ronniouthshire  with  tlie  forces  at 
Raglan;"^  and  ever  acquitted  himself  with  a  soldier's  honour.  If 
his  post  were  at  all  an  enviable  one  it  was  now  by  no  means  an  easy 
one.  His  command  extended  over  a  wide  district,  and  his  com- 
mission is  more  stringent  and  ample  than  any  earlier  governor 
received  ;  and  it  shows  the  necessity  of  the  time,  and  of  arbitrary 
and  extensive  power.  The  state  ol' tlie  loyalists  had  retrograded  in 
these  as  in  other  parts.  The  necessity  and  the  increased  arbitrary 
nature  of  that  power,  exercised  in  wliatever  way  it  might  have  been, 
was  liable  to  unpopularity^,  and  to  provoke  jealousy.  The  only  plea 
that  could  diave  been  tendered  by  aii  uflieer  thus  circumstanced 
must  liave  been  that  put  into  the  mouth  of  Dido  : 

lies  duro:  et  reguinovitas  me  lalia  cogiiut 
Moliri. 

From  the  first  hour  that  he  had  accepted  it,  he  had  diflicultlcs  [The  p-.vcr- 
and  embarrassments  of  no  small  moment  to  contend  with,  both  JJ'.'J'.fjj'^^j 
within  as  well  as  without  the  walls.  AVhen  he  entered  upon  his 
command  at  the  departure  of  Colonel  Barnard,  the  provisional  suc- 
cessor to  Myn,  he  found  himself  at  the  head  of  '1.37  foot-soldiers 
and  inferior  oflicers  in  the  garrison,  besides  townsmen  in  arms. 
AVhat  horse  he  might  have  would  be  lying  out  in  convenient 
quarters  within  call  ;  but  their  numbers,  so  far  as  this  evidence  goes, 

a  Sevjcant-Major  Sciulaiiiorc  is  mentioned  in  a  letter  fmiu  Thoin.is  I5n>liell  Sir 
Francis  Ottley  as  beiii!:^  at  Slirewshniy  aftef  the  l)attlc  of  JM-diill  at  Chii-tma-.— 
Collectanea  Topographica,  vi.  Ottleiana,  22. 

^  Ottleiana. 

c  iravl.  MSS.  08G. 
Merc.  Aulicus,  May       KM  l. 
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do  not  appear.'"^  The  weekly  pay  of  tlic  military  amounted,  when 
the  account  was  taken,  to  53/.  4.9.  0(/.  and  wlien  tlic  treasurer  iKiudcd 
over  his  reckonings,  having  accounted  for  sundry  payments  of 
moneys  lent,  repairs  of  fortifications,  and  disbursements  for  neces- 
saries under  diiTerent  items,  tliere  remained  on  the  last  ckiy  of 
September,  164-i,  a  slender  balance  of  sometldng  less  than 
21.  10s.  Od.  To  meet  future  wants  would  be  of  course  his  imme- 
diate care  :  the  issue  of  warrants  for  sup[)ly,  or  enlistments,  would 
rest  with  the  magistrates  composing  the  committee  :  these  would 
be  issued  to  the  constables  of  the  different  parishes  within  certain 
districts,  and  tlieir  returns  were  strictly  enforced.  The  process 
was  regular;  not  always  easy  of  execution;  but  the  ofllcials 
could  call  in  the  military  to  its  aid,  in  the  last  extremity  ;  for 
these  were  the  days  of  sworddaw.  Demands  might  more  fre- 
quently be  accompanied  by  mere  threats  on  the  loyalists'  side, 
who  were  cautions  of  disgusting  their  own  neighbourhood;  they 
were  inflicted  more  remorselessly  by  the  agents  of  a  Parliamentary 
committee.  But  the  process  was  bad  enough  in  any  case,  wlicn 
ill-humour  or  exasperation  prevailed  among  those  who  were  com- 
pelled to  demand  and  obey.  The  office  of  chief  constable  and  his 
subordinates  w^as  peculiarly  odious,  as  they  wcrc'  frequently  forced 
bj  turns  to  act  in  making  assessments  for  both  parties,  when  parislies 
were  alternately  pressed  upon  by  inroads  to  find  subsistence  for 
hungry  soldiers,  or  recruits  to  supply  their  loss.  lUit  the  mulii- 
plication  of  petty  garrisons  on  eitlier  side,  particularly  in  bordering 

•  [A  party  of  considerable  strcn^ah,  cfiitaininj;  u  number  o[  jx-iflrrs'''  (hoi-scboys 
attending  the  cavalry?  see  Dtvcreux's  Lite  of  Essex,  ii.  liT).!), — utuI  inclndini:  "some 
horse  and  foot  from  Hereford,''  the  wliolc  commanded  l)y  J^ir  "William  VauLdum, 
marched  in  the  direction  of  Mout;^onuMT  to  the  ridict"  of  Cbcsicr,  about  two  mouths 
before  the  surprise  of  Hereford.  It  was  reported  tliat  Scudamore  sent  a  basty 
message  to  recall  them;  but,  if  true,  it  was  to  no  purj)o>c.  On  the  news  u\  the 
capture  of  Hereford  these  forces,  then  at  Whitchurch,  *'  retreated  to  thcire  hold<,  all 
sane  the  Hereford  men,  who  hatie  now  noc  ganison  to  retreat  vnto,  but  cnr.-e  tlu  ir 
fortunes  for  leaueing  Hereford  to  goe  v.  ith  Vau^dian  to  releeue  Chester,  and  looking 
their  ownc,  and  are  gone  with  him  into  Bridgnorth.'' — MS.  Letter-book  of  Sir 
W.  Brcreton,  ii.  49;  iii.  107.] 
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counties,  had  become  the  scourge  of  the  country.  They  consisted  i'-^- 
chiefly  of  the  defensible  liouses  of  tlie  nobility  and  gentry,  and 
seemed  to  have  been  a  favourite  engine  in  Prince  laipert's  system 
of  hostilities.  One  of  the  uses  to  which  tlicy  Avere  aj  >plled  was  the 
ease  witli  which  parties  might  be  collected  out  of  them:  their 
abuses  were  grievously  oppressive.  In  Shropshire  and  the  counties 
of  Stafford  and  AVorccster  they  existed  to  an  alarming  extent.* 
Established  on  principal  lines  of  communication,  they  were  set  up 
•or  withdrawn  as  circumstances  required.  Sometimes  they  were 
admitted  by  tlie  proprietor  as  his  only  menns  of  defence:  at  other 
times  a  military  occupation  was  forced  upon  him  against  his  will. 
According  to  the  dispositions  of  the  governor  they  proved  too 
often  the  misery  rather  than  the  protection  of  the  neighboui-hood, 
and  were  liable  to  be  commanded  by  strangers  or  foieigners  who 
had  no  sympathy  with  the  surrounding  country.  A  large  amount 
of  private  and  public  sulTerlng  was  occasioned  by  these  intruders, 
whose  exactions  and  insolencies  became  odious,  and  \vhosc  fortilied 
abodes  were  often  converted  into  sceiies  of  contention  and  rapine. 
A  mansion  of  this  class  existed  at  Canon  Frome  in  tlie  rich  and  [Canon 
fertile  valley  of  the  Frome.  It  kept  open  the  passage  between  tlie  ^' '""'"'■^ 
cities  of  Hereford  and  Worcester,  and  was  so  far  fortunate  as  to 
have  had  at  this  time  for  its  governor  Colonel  Barnard,  who  made 
way  for  Scudamore  when  he  was  promoted  to  be  governor  of  the  city. 
But  if  Barnard  liad  been  acceptable  to  tlic  natives,  Ids  garrison, 
consisting  of  a  mixture  of  Anglo-Irish,  appears  to  have  been  far 
otherwise  to  them.  Canon  Frome,  an  ancient  residence  of  t'hc 
knightly  family  of  the  Hoptons  of  llerefbrdsliire,  was  strongly 
fortified.  It  had  a  moat  and  a  drawbridge.  'J'he  owner,  Sir 
Pilchard  Ilopton,  one  of  th.e  few  wlio  adhered  to  the  l"*arlianicnt, 
had  been  driven  out  from  liIs  home:  hi^  eldei^t  son,  Sir  I^dward, 
\yas  in  Oxford  with  a  regiment  he  had  rai.-cd.''  A\  li'-n  tlic  liound- 
heads  marched  to  Hereford  under  Stanif)r<l  in   IGPJ,  Sir  liichard 

•  Soe]\rrs.  Stackliousc  Acton's  intcro^tiiij;  Illu>trAti<->ii  of  tlic  S!iio].->liiic  G.-u  risons. 
^  Hopton  MSS. 
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1645.  committee]  himself  to  their  cause  by  sliowing  encouragement  to 
them;  and,  when  they  withdrew,  liad  to  undergo  ilie  consequence. 
His  mansion  was  sacked,  and  the  furniture  sold  or  pillaged  Ijy  tlie 
neighbourhood.  In  iliis  state  was  Canon  Frome,  compelled  sub- 
sequently to  admit  a  lioyalist  governor.  In  the  year  IG-lo  the 
peasantry  were  exasperated  by  the  occupiers  of  tliis  strong-hohl  ; 
being  subordinate  to  Hereford,  it  took  part  in  their  exactions. 
[Clnh-mcn.]  Between  them  the  country  became  intolerably  op}. ressed :  clubmen 
were  rising  in  various  quarters;  and  here  they  abounded:  a  part  of 
their  complaint  was  the  treatment  they  endured  from  both  the 
garrisons  of  Hereford  and  Canon  Frome.  Symptoms  of  popular 
risings  had  appeared  in  the  month  of  March  in  Shropshire  and 
Worcestershire;  all  at  once  the  malcontents  vrere  said  to  be  gathering 
in  great  multitudes;  by  degrees  tlie  cloud  had  rolled  on  towards 
Herefordshire,  and  burst  on  a  sudden  witli  violence  and  disorder. 
Oppression  was'their  plea :  neutrality  was  their  cry.''  From  some 
insults  received  at  the  hands  of  Royalist,  most  ])rubably  Anglo- 
•  Irisli,  soldiers,  a  large  body  of  the  peasantry  1ki<1  recourse  to 

arms;  a  fray  occurred  in  the  hundred  of  Broxasli  ln.'tween  tliem 
"  -  and  the  soldiers  of  Scudamore;  some  blood  wus  shed,  and  much 
threatening  language  employed;  an  armed  crowd  came  up  and 
faced  tbe  walls  of  Flereford,  calling  out  for  redress  or  vengeance. 
■  .  The  o-Qvernor  at  first  had  affected  to  despise  this  movement,  till 
at  length  it  assumed  a  serious  form.  AVitli  arms  in  their  hands, 
they  delivered  a  set  of  demands  in  writing;  among  others  was 
the  withdrawal  of  this  garrison  of  Canon  Frome.  From  in- 
telligence of  this  movement  i^Iassey  hastened  from  Cloueester  to 
Ledbury  in  hopes  of  establishing  a  communication  with  them;  but 
lie  found  that  they  were  neither  wholly  for  the  rarliament 
nor  for  the  King,  but  as  neutrals  determined  to  associate  for  the 
preservation  of  tlie  country  from  plunder.  Sciulamore  acted  with 
great  energy:  in  his  proclamation  he  firmly  opposed  them,  de- 
nounced their  unruly  conduct,  challenged  the  assistance  of  all  loyal 

■  Note  L'o, 
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persons  to  come  to  Ins  aid,  ami  pointed  out  tlic  ringleaders  by  naine.  i''-*"^- 
After  much  wrangling  a  reconciliution  was  efTected:  some  who  had 
sliown  themselves  most  forward  in  the  tumult  were  arrested  and 
punished.  Massey  soon  saw  his  hopes  extinguished,  and  retired, 
unable  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  them,  liupert  oveitook 
and  slew  some  of  them,  and  the  remainder  withdrew  to  their  homes. 
This  agrarian  insurrection,  as  to  Herefordshire,  has  been  little 
noticed  by  historians,  though  many  articles  respecting  it  are  to  be 
found  in  the  newsbooks:  yet  to  the  governor  of  Hereford  it  was  the 
cause  of  much  uneasiness.  But  all  this  disquietude  was  surpassed 
by  the  invasion  of  the  Scots,  who,  at  tlie  instigation  of  the  Par-  [Scotch  In- 
liament,  marched  down  under  the  Earl  of  Leven,  attempting  to  orilcrcfunl' 
take  possession  of  Herei'^ord.  As  they  passed  by  they  took  Canon 
Frome  by  assault,  slew  Barnard  the  governor,  and  put  most  of  the 
garrison  to  the  sword.  Scudamore  on  this  occasion  showed  himself 
worthy  of  what  had  been  trusted  to  his  care.  During  a  regular 
siege  of  six  weeks  he  treated  their  summons  with,  a  refusal,  resisted 
their  attacks,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  persuasion  of  Parlia- 
mentary friends  ;  opposed  assaults  with  sallies,  and  mines  with 
countermines,  till  at  kmgth  the  Scots,  baflied  and  disappointed  of 
Parliamentary  help,  on  intelligence  that  his  .Majesty  was  marching 
to  the  relief  of  the  besieo-ed,  and  that  the  successes  of  Montrose 
required  their  return  to  the  Xorth,  broke  up  from  tlK^ir  le;igucr  on  the  [jho  >\c'-c 
5th  of  September,  and  retired  amidst  the  derision  and  joy  of  the  de-  ruiscl.] 
fenders.  Plereford  and  the  whole  county  were  ti'ansported  with 
exultation  and  triumph.  By  their  presence  before  the  outworks,  as 
well  as  their  intrusion  and  spoil  throughout  even  the  reniotest 
corners  of  the  agricultural  borders,  the  enemy  had  irritated  the 
whole  of  the  country.  A  committee  had  been  appointed  by  Par- 
liament to  supply  them  with  provisions,  but  in  that  engagement 
they  signally  failed  ;  this  forced  the  invaders  to  seek  th.eir  sub- 
sistence where  they  could  find  it,  and  it  was  recollected  that  it  had 
not  been  the  first  occasion  on  wliich  the  Scottish  nation  had  done 
so  in  other  parts  of  England.     Here  it  v/as  held  in  la>ting  renicm- 
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164^.  brance.  Tradition  of  tliclr  presence  lias  from  tluU  time  to  tliis  liour 
been  handed  down  tlironoh  successive  ij^enerations  :  they  enipluyed 
their  horse  in  collecting  provisions,  and  sonietimcs  money,  through 
all  the  parishes:  their  voracity  was  almost  proverbial:  the  common 
people  on  many  occasions  turned  upon  them — even  the  females, 
individually,  helped  to  join  in  the  resistance,  and  evil-entrcatcd 
famished  stragglers  who  entered  their  doors,  though,  as  the  writer 
has  traditionally  learned  from  the  descendants  of  the  sufh-rers  in 

•  those  days,  where  no  resistance  was  made,  the  conduct  of  the  in- 

truders was  not  in  general  marked  with  wanton  insult  and  cruelty. 

l?a"sey atLed-  ^^^^  '^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^''^'^'^^  undergone  in  this  region  and  its  chief 
bury.]  city  during  the  autumn  of  the  year  1645  :  so  far  the  lloyal  cause 

seemed  sustained  for  a  while  by  Kupcrt's  authority  that  bore  down 
all  opposition.  ]\lassey  was  beaten  out  of  Ledbury  with  disgrace, 
and  commanded  away  to  strengthen  the  forces  of  Falrfix  and 
Cromwell,  on  which  Birch  had  turned  his  back.  The  departure  of 
]\Iassey  from  Gloucester  had  made  room  for  a  ncw^  governor  thcie. 
Colonel  Morgan.  Herefordshire  was  tranquil,  and  lor  a  season 
joyous.  All  except  the  l^ailiamentary  occupation  of  Canon  Fromc  * 
ap)peared  to  favour  the  Koyal  cause,  but  such  information  hud 
reached  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  London  tlyat  it  led  them  to  a 
resolution  of  making  an  attempt  upon  Hereford.  In  tlie  small 
Village  of  ^Vilton-upon-^A"ye  the  traveller  is  still  attracted  by  the 
remains  of  a  once  considerable  dwelling,  whose  fragmentary  v,-indows 
and  blackened  walls  owe  their  dilapidation  to  this  time.  Without 
exactly  determining  the  date  of  its  destruction  by  fire,  the  origin  of 
its  ruin  may  thus  be  traced.  It  was  the  residence  of  the  family  of 
Brydges,  and  had  been  inherited  by  a  long  descent  of  ancestry  that 

*  Canon  Frome  M'as  left  h\  tlic  Scots  as  a  partiujr  gift  to  the  I'ailianiont.  It 
annoyed  Scudamorc,  lio  niado  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  recover  it  by  means  of  a 
machine  called  a  Sow — a  revival  of  one  of  the  contrivances  of  the  middle  a^es.  It 
was  captured  at  Malvern.  One  of  them  liad  been  employed  by  the  Parlianicntariaus 
at  the  siege  of  Becston  Castle.  (Brereton  Correspondence,  i.  30S.)  Two  en;;incs,  a 
Boar  and  a  Sow,  had  been  used  at  the  siege  of  Corfe  Castle,  May,  lG4o. — Merc. 
KuRtic.  101. 


[Wilton 

Castle 

burned.] 


i; 


COLONKL  JOHN  lU  II. 


placed  tlicm  among  the  higli-boni  of  tlie  countrv.  Sir  GWcd 
Biydgcs,  baronet,  tlie  fatlicr,  was  still  living,  and  liad  an  Iwir,  who 
had  embraced  the  soldier's  life.  Sir  Jolm  Ihydgcs,  knight,  had 
held  the  command  of  an  Irish  regiment  tliat  had  served  among 
those  who  were  sent  to  that  island  to  avcng<:  tlic  massacre  of  the 
Protestants  there,  and  had  returned  to  recruit  the  losses  in  his  ranks. 
By  the  time  he  had  readied  his  house  at  Wilton  Castle  he  found  all 
things  distracted  by  the  war.  The  governor  of  Hereford,  and  Sir 
Henry  Lingen  (the  sheriff)  at  Goodrich  Castle,  had  endeavoured  to 
persuade  him  to  join  them:  his  refusal  w^as  the  cause  of  a  quarrel 
with  them,  and  ihoueh  the  state  of  his  house  was  not  sucli  as  coidd 
admit  of  a  garrison  like  that  of  Canon  Frome,  so  as  to  be  occasion 
of  jealousy  to  them,  their  dispute  came  to  oj)en  rupture.  They  sent 
him  notice  that  it  should  be  burned  down,  and  tlu.y  were  as  good 
as  their  word.  One  Sunday  morning,  act:ording  to  tradition,  they 
joined  their  forces,  came  upon  it  while  all  the  family  were  at  cliurch, 
and  reduced  it  to  the  blackened  and  wasted  ])ile  tliat  now  jircsents 
itself.  This  is  the  fact,  almost  forgotten  by  thu^e  who  see  it  in 
decay,  and  are  not  generally  aware  that  the  flames  of  Wilton  Castle 
proved  in  a  great  measure  the  loss  of  ITercfoi'd,  and  by  consequence 
in  no  small  degree  the  ruin  of  the  Eoyal  cause.  After  tlils  mis- 
fortune Sir  John  sought  refuge  in  Gloucester,  and  cherished  in  his 
heart  a  hope  of  revenge. 

This,  as  was  afterwards  evident,  had  not  been  so  soon  coni|)assed,  [Insecure  mn 
but  that  it  was  aided  by  several  concurrent  causes,  llercfurd  iisdf,  in 
spite  of  outward  appearances,  exposed  as  it  was  to  spies  and  in- 
formers, was  inwardly  far  from  secure.  'J1ie  state  of  its  society  - 
was  unflivourable  to  it  :  it  had  become  a  city  of  refuge  :  tlie  sick 
and  the  disabled  and  the  destitute,  those  that  haJ  been  elsewhere 
expelled  and  proscribed,  witliout  a  home  to  shelter  them,  liclpless 
females  and  unsuccessful  soldiers,  had  encumbered  the  ])lace.  Some 
\vereofnote.  There  was  Sir  Henry  Spider,  exempt  from  pardon 
by  the  Houses,  whose  oaks  had  been  profusely  levelled  by  the  se- 
questrator ;  Lord  Brudenell,  long  alHicted  witli  the  drf|,»y,  whose 
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.1645.  painful  wanJeiiiig?  luid  coininciiccl  witli  tlic  bopiniiliig  of  tlic  civil 
.  .  disturbances  ;  Judge  Jenkins,  ulio  had  in  his  ufllcc  coiidenmcd 
Parliamentarians  as  rebels  and  traitors  to  the  execution  of  the  law  ; 
and,  lastly,  Sir  Thomas  Lunslbrd,  one  of  tlie  bravoes  concerned  in 
the  arrest  of  the  five  members — detested  by  liis  oj-ponents,  and  nut 
highly  esteemed  by  his  political  fi'ieiids,  he  had  endured  a  I'.mg 
confinement  at  Wind.-or,  and,  since  his  esca[)e  or  lil-eriition,  had 
commanded  and  lost  the  town  of  Monmouth.  These  were  des- 
perate, and  so  might  the  greater  portion  c>f  the  IJoyalirrts  have  been 
deemed  on  near  inquiry.  Tlie  character  of  a  "  cage  of  unclean 
birds  "  applied  by  the  Turituns  to  those  in  Xewark  might  have  been 
employed  to  express  every  ollicer  and  prl\ate,  fjr  a  simple  stafb, 
wielded  in  the  name  of  the  King,  had  been  enough  to  constitute  the 
hand  that  bore  it  delinquent  to  the  Parliament.  But  all  were  not 
faithful  to  the  Royal  cause. 
[Treachery  of  It  is  rare  that  one  in  supreme  authority  can  act  witliout  giving 
oSeerf]  offence.  Some  officers  of  the  garrison,  not  named  by  Poe,  had 
contracted  such  mortal  displeasure  against  tlie  governor  that  th.ey 
had  withdrawn  themselves  from  the  defence  into  the  country,  while 
they  still  contrived  to  keep  up  intercourse  v.dth  the  disaflected 
withi]!  the  garrison.  'J'he  communication  was  ^et  on  foot  by  Sir 
John  Brydges.^  The  opening  of  tlicir  in(piiry  on  the  ])art  of  Birch 
and  Morgan  was,  hov/ever,  un(avoiiral)!e.  It  da.-hcd  the  hopes  of 
the  former;  but  his  resolution  and  talent  here  once  more  came  to 

*  Sir  John  Brydgcs  being  (li>c'(>iitei)tO(l  for  the  Luniing  of  his  liou^c,  niid  for 
some  reproachful  hujgungc  given  hiiu  \,y  cne  ol  Majotic's  gi'iicmls.  upon  the 
bnsincsse  of  the  Clnl.nicn.  ami  iin-ry  \N  ith  nir  for  not  having  sonu'iliiiig  tlnit  he 
£jesired,  which  yet  1  could  not  give  him,  (iiiits  tlie  King's  (luiutrrs  und  k"*-'^^  to 
Gloucester,  where  an<l  in  the  ]):Lrts  udjuecnt  ri'sidiiig  some  two  or  three  nntnfhs.  nnd 
coming  sometimes  into  IlL'R'l\.rd>hiie  iu  di^giii-e,  the  better  to  lay  hi-*  de.-iune,  at 
Icno-th  f  oes  uj)  to  London.  ;i!id  itrcH  iils  to  the  Committees  of  both  Ivingdoins  propo- 
sitions for  the  taking  of  11.  rcf-rd  by  the  way  of  <| ratageni.  as  he  calN  it.  Ilcrenpon 
order  is  uiveu  to  Col.  liiivh,  tln  ii  Covcinour  of  l'.:;!h,  to  Jm^,,.  hi.>  f..n  is  \s  nh  Col. 
]Srorgnn,  (ioveraour  of  ClocL-trr,  for  the  puri)o>cs  aforesaid."— Sir  li.  bcudamorc's 
Defence.] 
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his  aid.  Except  in  tlic  in.-tance  of  Waller,  Hoc,  to  all  but  \n>  hero,  l^'-L^. 
is  chary  of  approbation;  but  it  is  an  cidmission  of  the  ability  of 
Scudamore  amounting  to  praise,  tliat  lurch  should  have  thought 
the  undertaking  impracticable.  Daunted  in  the  lace  of  danger  he 
could  not  be  ;  disappointed  for  a  short  time  he  might  be.  As  at 
Plymouth  and  Abingdon,  he  might  feel  depression,  for  that  is 
shown  to  have  been  part  of  his  teniperament.  Upon  further  in- 
vestigation he  "  screwed  liis  courage  to  tlie  sticking  place;''  as  he 
had  done  at  Crondall,  so  he  did  at  Hereford.  In  the  langu;ige  of 
mythology,  he  re.-olved  that  the  arts  of  Mercury  should  precede  the 
sword  of  Mars,  and,  as  is  fabled  of  old  at  Troy,  scctircd  the  way  to 
conquest  by  a  bribe.^ 

The  means  by  which  he  compassed  his  end,  with  tlie  concurrent  fp-pturc  o 
aid  of  Colonel  ]Morg:in,  are  so  explicitly  and  vividly  told  in  detail 
by  Roe,  that  the  original  narrative  needs  only  a  few  exj)lanations  to 
elucidate  wdiat  an  eye-witness  has  himself  supplied. 

The  account  of  tliis  extraordinary  success  reached  tlie  Houses  on  [Pavlia- 
the  22nd  of  December.^  Each  of  the  messengers  by  wliom  it  was  j^i'i'.'i^n^'Y'^ 
brought  was  rewarded  :  thanks  were  voted  to  the  two  Colonels  : 
Lieutenant  Barrow,  "  the  Constable  of  Hereford,"  received  a  hand- 
some proof  of  their  gratitude  ;  and  a  thanksgiving  was  appointed 
on  the  ensuing  Sunday  in  the  churches  of  London.  The  news  was 
speedily  current  everywhere  ;  the  press  vied  in  spreading  the  in- 
telligence, and  it  was  given  n-ith  a  variety  of  particulais  as  delightful 
to  the  Parliament  as  they  were  mortifying  to  their  opi>onents.  Jn 
an  authorised  publication  of  letters,  and  particularly  in  a  pamphkt 
called  "  A  Xew  Tricke  to  take  Townes," the  names  of  the  two 

•  Note  27. 

[It  should  "have  been  noted  on  the  MS.  that  ."-onie  confusion  exists  as  to  the  date 
of  the  eaptm-e  of  Hereford,  and  that  uc-ithcr  the  riTollceiion  of  Ivoe  or  li  cuuhl 
be  trusted  in  Avhat  iniLrht  naturally  have  been  tlion-ht  so  nicuuMiiMr  an  I'Vint. 
From  Birch's  interlineation  on  p.  L'7  tlic  surj-riso  is  fixed  on  Dec  17th  ;  acccrdin^' 
to  ]{oe's  statement  on  p.  :U  it  took  place  on  the  LMtli  (cljviou.sjy  .a  week  too  bite). 
The  "  New  Tricke  "  and  Vicari  coueur  in  S]iccifyin2:  the  isth,  \vhich  is  no  doubt 
correct.]  '  '  Api-endix  XVI. 
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1645. 
December. 


Other  conspirators,  Captains  Aldernc  and  Ilowartli,  are  added,  tlioui:!! 
suppressed  by  Eoe.  Tliese  once  formed  part  of  tlic  garrison,  and  had 
quarrelled  with  the  governor  and  left  him,  who,  it  seems,  liad  also  a 
**  difference  "  witli  the  city.  Sir  John  Brydges  of  Wilton  was 
after  all  the  prime  mover,  assisted  by  Hodges,  a  committee-man, 
and  member  for  the  city  of  Gloucester.  Colonel  Morgan  too  v.-as 
from  the  beginning,  as  much  as  any  one,  in  the  secret,  and  held 
consultations  with  tliem.  He,  in  fact,  as  already  observed,  had  pre- 
viously been  entrusted  witli  the  superior  command  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary interest  in  Herefordshire,  before  Birch  was  sent  thither. 
But  affairs  in  the  city  itself  had  pas.-cd  into  such  confusion,  that,  on 
the  whole,  had  private  dissensions  and  animosities  progressed  in 
their  natural  course,  it  was  on  the  way  to  be  lost  to  the  Cavaliers.^ 
The  feeling  of  a  dispassionate  observer  might  here  have  exactly 
accorded  with  the  proverb  of  George  Herbert,  "  one  sound  blow 
will  serve  to  undo  us  all." 

The  forcible  acquisition  of  a  large  town  is  a  serious  operation  in 
any,  especially  a  civil,  Avar,  and  those  who  could  have  looked  upon 
the  case  in  an  impartial  light  might  have  seen  cause  of  congratulation 
that  it  was  attended  with  comparatively  mitigated  circumstances. 
It  were  takin^i:  too  wide  a  ran  ire  licrc  to  allude  to  tlie  woes  that  on 
this  score  have  at  times  been  endured  in  foreign  lands  and  intestine 
wars.  Here  the  killing  of  a  sentry  or  two  at  the  gate,  a  few  shots 
upon  scattered  soldiers,  or  from  inliabitants  at  windows,  by  which 
not  many  lives  Vv'ere  lost,  made  .up  tlic  sum  of  execution.  There 
was  no  continuance  of  raging  tumult  amidst  blood  and  spoil  and 
lire  :  within  a  short  time  all  resistance  was  foiuid  to  be  useless,  and 
the  Colonels  Morgan  and  Birch  were  established  in  the  palace  of  tlic 
Bishop  as  their  head-quarters.    By  a  side-wind,''  and  through  the 

*  Note  28. 

Birch  and  Morgan's  letter  to  tlie  House  of  Lords.  L.,I.  Dec.  22,  \bi3.  ['I'he 
townesmen  have  suffered  by  tlie  souldicr,  by  reason  wc  entrcd  it  by  fcrce  ur.d  that 
the  enemy  shot  out  of  the  M-indowes  and  in  the  streets  tlie  souldicr  was  so  inratrod 
that  we  could  not  prevent  them  from  plundering,  Avhich  \vc  iudca\ourcd  much  to 
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pamphlet,  *^  A  New  Tricke  to  take  Towncs,"  as  well  as  tlic  li^t  to  j^^]^]'^ 
be  subjoined  (Appendix  X\^I''I.),  it  transpires  tliat  unro.-traiiicd 
plunder  went  on  for  several  hours.  The  captors  considered  it  as  an 
onslaught,  and  the  inliabitants  were  compelled  to  submit ;  but  tlicre 
is  no  collateral  complaint  of  violence  and  disorder.  Composition  is 
admitted  to  a  certain  extent  for  property  and  personal  safety.  The 
more  immediate  work  of  ransom  for  person  and  property  bein.n;  over, 
a  Parliamentary  Committee  appointed  for  the  county  came  into 
operation.  It  supplied  the  place  of  that  which  had  acted  under  the 
name  and  in  the  authority  of  his  Majesty.  All  this  must  be  ex- 
hibited, though  Pioe  has  not  helped  us  to  it^  but  so  it  was  ordered 
in  the  first  instance  that  each  responsible  citizen,  as  appears  by  the 
Appendix,'^  was  called  upon  to  supply  his  assessment,  and  the 
governor  gave  account  some  time  after  to  his  employers  of  bis  pro- 
portion of  the  spoil. 

As  to  Scudamore,'  his  escape  to  Ludlow,  fortunate  as  it  wa-,  [Escape  of 

.  ...  bcuilanioic 

proved  so  humiliating  to  himself,  and  disappointing  to  those  who  and  others.] 
had  been  used  to  look  up  to  him,  that  he  lost  his  credit  in  con- 
sequence, with  his  command.  Many  were  tlie  reasons  resorted  to 
for  explanation,  and  the  blame  was  divided  among  various  parties 
By  some  persons  it  was  attributed  to  the  drunkenness  and  dissipated 
habits  of  the  place  ;  by  others  to  subordinate  oflicials  who  vrere 
specially  in  charge — in  particular  to  the  neglect  of  the  town-major  : 
fevv'  who  duly  considered  this  subject  could  lay  ii  altogether  to  the 
fault  of  Scudamore  himself,''  who  had  taken  the  usual  precautions 
incumbent  upon  him,  and  whose  conduct  in  the  Scottish  siege  h;id 
called  forth  the  utmost  admiration.  Wherever  the  sole  or  divisible 
blame  might  rest,  his  courage  had  been  tested,  and  could  not  be 
called  in  question.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  was  too  well  known  to  be 
ever  afterwards  forgotten  that  he  had  been  reduced  to  the  nccc-sity 

have  done.— From  a  letter  of  Lord  Byron's  to  Prinoe  Un\>vn  (Warlnirton,  ii.  2u2) 
it  appears  that  his  men  were  very  discontcntiHl,  "  in  that  tliey  iliiuk  thoy  arc  sent 
ftway  at  this  time  to  lose  tlieir  shares  in  tl>c  i>illa,Lre  of  ]',ri-tol.''] 
•  Sec  No.  XVn.  ^oie  29. 


120 


MILITAKV  :\Ii:.MOIH  OF 


1645        of  shuffling  ofT  witli  a  crowj  of  otlicrs  over  the  river  on  tlio  iee.  lie 
Dec.  18.       n  1 

Ilea  an  outeast  to  the  n-oarest,  or  tlic  nio^t  convenient  and  £eeur<;it, 
garrison  of  LiuUow,  where  to  lii.le  liis  licad^'  as  others  had  j)re- 
viously  fled  to  him  for  shehcr  ia  the  hour  of  distress.  Those  wliom 
he  had  proteeted  and  left  heliind,  whose  names  aie  triumphantly  ex- 
posed on  the  list  of  captives,  were  at  once  pounced  upon  and 
marched  olY  in  the  severity  of  weather  as  prisoners  to  London. 
Some  of  the  chief  of  them,  wjio  h;i<l  given  signal  oflence  to  the 
ruling  powers  there,  were  committed  without  delay  to  the  Tower. 
But  even  here  a  desperate  plan  was  formed  for  a  rescue  u{)on  the 
road.  A  body  of  Koyalists  from  AVallingford  made  the  attempt. 
This  to  a  certain  extent  succeeded.  Some  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee-men who  were  on  the  move  were  cauirht  in  the  snare  intendi-d 
for  the  other  escort  ;  but  the  Hereford  prisoners  were  brought  in 
security  to  London,  and  delivered  over  to  conhnoment.  Yet  tlds 
showed  undeniably  the  resolute  spii'it  with  which,  in  s[)ite  of  their 
overwhelming  disaster,  the  Cavaliers  were  still  animated. 
[Birch  Govcr-      There  was  something  so  exceptional  and  startling  in  the  case  of 

nor  of  Here-  stronrrhold  with  all  its  inmates  thus  taken  by  surprise,  as  to  szive  l  ise 
ford — His  .  .  ... 

difllcultie?.]  to  an  immediate  burst  of  approbation  of  him  who  had  hccn  entrusted 
with  the  chief  management  of  the  aflair.  Birch  was  at  once  ap- 
pointed governor,  and  a  sum  of  6,000/.  voted  for  the  payment  of  his 
men  by  universal  acclamation.''  'Die  tide  of  his  successes  was  n>jw 
at  the  flood  ;  yet  unforeseen  difliculties  presented  them.'^elves  by  the 
way.  As  an  utter  stranger  he  could  hardly  be  aware  of,  tliough  he 
soon  found  out,  the  temper  of  the  public  that  he  had  to  control.  If, 
as  often  happened  (and  actually  occurred  in  this  case),  any  of  the 
military  then  in  gariison  passed  over  to  his  ovrn  side,  for  it  was 
frequently  done  bv  common  soldiers  who  thought  the  best  cause 
was  the  best  pay,  still  he  had  to  look  to  many  hundred  rvluv'tjnt 
"  [Thence  to  Worcester,  inleinlin;::  to  iirocccil  to  tlie  KiiiLr  ;it  (•xford  to  c  \<m!-i>  1i:s 
condiTct  ;  but  at  AVorce>ter  lie  was  iinprix'iied  seven  iii'.iitIi-<,  .nnd,  li.niii;:  finiil.-->ly 
endeavoured  to  obtain  bis  trial  by  n  (oiirtnf  war,  lie  j)n1di-lied  a  J)i  rencc,  sonic 
extracts  from  which  will  be  found  npi^Mid^d  to  Note  '2'.l] 

^  [His  rep;inicnt  wa^  aK<i  to  be  reeniiti.d,  at  his  de-ire,  to  l.L'iifi  lucii.] 


-  all 
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citizens  who  had  taken  up  arm?  for  the  King,  and  were  not  so  104:.— 0. 
readily  prepared  to  desert  his  standard  and  tlieir  own  liomcs.  Besides, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  what  has  been  ah'endy  liinted,  that  in  tlic 
popuhition  of  a  phice  where  the  very  children,  to  use  the  Parlia- 
mentary word,  had  been  educated  as  malignant?,  as  well  as  through- 
out the  whole  country,  there  had  been  originally  a  natural  as  well 
as  political  disposition  for  the  greater  part  if  not  altogetlicr  adverse 
to  the  present  as  vrell  all  former  intruders.  Hereford,  we  arc  told, 
was    almost  as  difllcult  to  keep  as  take." 

Their  state  of  public  feeling  must  be  dwelt  upon  in  forming  any  [lie  repairs 
estimate  of  Scudamorc's  situation.  The  sagacity  of  Birch  saw  that  ^'"^ 
in  the  city  the  old  and  never-to-be-forgotten  remed}'  for  curbing  an 
unruly  population  would  be  required  ;  and  tliat  that  which  was 
originally  destined  for  its  protection  shouM  be  employed,  if  neces- 
sary, against  it:  so  he  repaired  and  strengthened  their  fortress,^  tlic 
castlcj  and  introduced  a  garrison  of  his  own.  lie  as  quickly  cast  his 
eye  on  any  probable  danger  that  might  arise  from  a  remainder  of 
Royalist  force  in  other  parts  more  or  less  remote. 

In  the  ^'  Anglia  Redlviva"  of  Sprigge,  written  expressly  for  the  [Former  st.ue 
purpose  of  establishing  the  triumph  and  superiority  of  the  new-  shircj'^^'""'^" 
modelled  army,  under  the  head  of  the     State  of  ilie  Kingdom," 
is  the  following  passage  referring  to  Herefordshire,  descriptive  of  its 
condition  before  the  Independents  of  Fairfax  and  Cromwell  took 
tlie  field  : 


The  KlXG  Jind 
In  the     .  ^^^^  County  entii-ely  to  himself, 
C'ounUj  of)  ^i^^  the  Garrisons  of  Hereford, 

Gotherid f/e,  &nd  Catino/iFroom.        Hcrcfoni.   [  Fiold-forrc 


The  Pari  in  men  t  had 
]n  the     />,'/"      •  HI 

•'    •      of     Strcnu'th.  nor 


Hereford. 


»  [''Thus  we  may  see  that  even  afrcr  ahnn?t  a  coiKiuost,  yet  tliey  ripprchcu.io.l  no 
safety;  such  arc  the  issues  and  miseries  of  a  civil  war.  tliar  the  victors  arc  full  of 
fears'from  those  whom  they  have  subdued;  no  rpiirt,  no  -^ecuriiy.  O  let  our  prayers 
be  to  God,  never  to  have  such  calamitous  tiine<  a-ain:       ^Vhite^)(■kc,  210.] 

^  Sequcstr.  Papers,  suh  voce  Awhry,  Series  II.  2S.^2,  :,'y.\,  ns  to  the  cniploynicnt  of 
the  materials  of  hi>  ruined  house  for  this  purjjose. 
CAMD.  SOC. 
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[Hereford- 
shire lost  to 
the  King-.] 


[Sir  Henry 
Lingen.] 


[Castle  of 
Goodrich.] 


T]\e  triiimpliant  contrast  is  now  obvious.  Tlie  King  lias  lost  the 
^Yllole  of  liis  militaiy  power  in  that  in-fated  county,  the  strong 
castle  of  Goodrich  alone  rcmainin^T;  and  of  that  defensible  castle 
the  governor  is  Sir  Henry  Lingen. 

This  gentleman,  who  was  of  the  ancient  stock  of  this  border  land, 
and  had  been  knighted  by  his  ^Majesty  when  he  resorted  hither 
after  the  battle  of  Naseby,  had  been  most  resolute  in  his  exertions 
for  the  cause  he  had  embraced.  Could  his  actions  be  rescued  from 
oblivion  they  are  believed  to  have  bordered  almost  npon  romance. 
**  Harry  Lingen  "  is  still  a  household  word  with  the  natives. 
Wherefore  it  should  so  have  been  may  now  be  searched  among 
them  in  vain.  A  period  has  arrived  whe^i  the  remembrance  of  him 
has  been  nearly  lost.  It  tells  but  little  for  the  gratitude  of  a 
country  that,  in  two  centuries  and  a  half,  so  much  of  him  should 
have  been  forgotten,  while  he  is  known  to  have  been  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  persons  of  liis  place  and  time.  But  the  march  of 
improvement  disturbs  or  arrests  the  current  of  tradition.  The 
story  that  could  once  have  enlivened  the  peasant's  hearth  is  now  no 
more;  even  his  descendants  can  hardly  point, to  the  place  of  his 
sepulture;^  and  he  has  left  little  to  posterity  but  the  shadow  of  a 
brave  and  generous  name. 

The  subject  of  Goodrich  Castle  in  its  present  state  and  remote 
origin  has  so  amply  employed  the  pencil  of  the  artist  and  the  re- 
searches of  the  antic|uary  as  to  leave  little  room  for  pictorial  taste  or 
laborious  investigation.  It  belongs  not,  doubtless,  to  the  province 
of  the  commentator  to  indulge  too  far  in  the  sentimental  part  of 
this  subject;  but  it  is  impossible  in  the  view  of  that  ruined  baronial 
structure,  which  is  believed,  when  perfect,  on  a  small  scale  to  have 
represented  the  manners  of  the  middle  ages,  not  to  regret  its  sad 
condition,  as  it  frowns  darkly  on  the  rippling  waters  below.  To  be 
acquainted  too  with  the  cause  of  its  reduction  to  such  a  condition 
adds  not  a  little  to  that  regret.  The  voice  of  time,  in  the  language 
of  the  poet,  disparting  towers,"  has  not  alone  revealed  the  secret 
*  He  and  his  ladv  nic  hurictt  at  Stoke  Kdith.  . 
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of  these  demolished  walls  ;  tiie  most  interesting  of  onr  structures  164G. 
bear  traces  throughout  this  island  of  tlie  evil  passions,  of  either  the 
avarice  or  the  anger  of  man. 

Should  any  passage  of  vrarnith  or  floridness  of  description  escape  [Present  stata 
as  in  this  instance  from  a  considerate  pen,  its  excuse  may  be  Ciistle^]^^  * 
entrusted  to  tlie  feelings  of  the  well-instructed  voyager,  when  first 
he  moors  his  bark  on  the  margin  of  the  charming  Wye,  in  his 
ascent  to  the  height  on  vrhieh  this  shattered  fortress  stands,  or 
when  he  treads  its  court,  and  beholds  the  desolation  that  surrounds 
him. 

The  civil  and  relig-ious  heat  of  the  new  f^overnor  of  Hereford 

°  ,  ,  ^  Birch.] 

brooked  no  unnecessary  delay;  with  an  increased  force  and  a  supply 
of  money  he  applied  himself  in  due  time  to  remove  the  evils  that 
remained  to  obstruct  his  rule.  Lingen  held  the  stronghold  of 
Goodrich.  He  determined  that  this  should  not  be  permitted;  and 
there  w^ere  other  reasons  wdiy  he  w^ould  not  rest  till  the  "  castle 
should  topple  on  its  warder's  head." 

To  any  one  who  still  beholds  and  considers  its  situation  it  cannot  [Situation  of 
but  appear  well  chosen  for  such  a  purpose  as  t1ie  Iioyalists  required,  c^^tte^]^ 
It  stood  between  two  districts  that  from  of  old,  even  up  to  that 
time,  bore  the  vestiges  of  independent  power,  and  by  their  natural 
privileges  and  aspect  laid  claim  to  it.  They  were  lands  of  fastnesses. 
Eastward  the  Forest  of  Dean,  though  of  late  it  had  been  harassed 
almost  to  distraction  by  Piince  Rupert,  was  not  as  yet  totally 
exhausted.  It  had  furnished  a  Parliamentary  garrison  and  "  the 
constable  "  for  Canon  Frome;  neither  was  it,  on  tlic  other  hand, 
without  resources  for  the  Cavalier.  North-westward,  and  in  tlie 
direction  of  Hereford  itself,  lay  the  district  of  Irchiniield,  whence, 
though  far  away  beyond,  towards  the  Hatterel  Hills,  stretched  out 
a  land  wdiose  custon^s  neiiher  the  lioman  nor  the  Saxon  had 
eradicated,— Vvdiose  forests  and  marshes  had  formed  the  retreat  of 
the  patriot  and  refuge  of  the  outlaw.  The  whole  region  abounded 
in  strono-liolds  that  ha«l  been  constructed  by  the  Normans;  and 
Goodrich  Castle  was  one  of  these. 
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[Character 
Lingcu.] 


[Goodrich 
Castle  a 
garrison.] 


To  return  to  its  present  occupant  and  his  efforts.  It  may  be  seen 
of  from  the  preceding  '  observations  that  time  and  an  ungrateful 
country  have  left  too  little  of  tlie  authentic  respecting  Sir  Henry 
Lingen  to  gratify  altogetlier  the  wish  of  the  inquirer  or  the  reader. 
It  is  not  very  possible  to  discern  how  far  he  may  have  attained  to 
the  true  ideal  of  a  real  Cavalier,  or  whether  lie  was  rather  a  coarse 
or  vulgar  aspirant  to  public  applause;  yet,  as  regards  his  sincere 
and  honest  resistance,  sufficient  is  known  of  him  from  the  national 
archives  still  existing  as  to  his  sufferings  by  pecuniary  losses,  and 
the  valour  and  constancy  with  which  he  had  incurred  and  endured 
them,  till  he  liad  been  deprived  of  the  greater  part  of  his  property : 
in  short  that  he  did  not  give  way  till  the  whole  of  the  religious 
and  political  system  for  which  he  had  contended  had  crumbled  over 
-  him,  even  as  at  Goodrich  he  had  scorned  to  yield  till  every  tile  had 
tumbled  over  his  head,  and  the  breach  was  ready  for  the  assault 
that  would  have  ended  in  his  own  death  and  that  of  his  followers. 

Anthony  Earl  of  Kent,  who  liad  not  long  since  taken  his  seat  in 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  death  of  his  father,  was  the  owner,  but 
resident  elsewhere.  It  was  the  fate  of  void  even  as  of  well  inhabited 
houses  to  be  seized  upon  by  either  of  tiie  disputants.  Thus  tire 
Earl  of  Stamford  made  Goodrich  a  convenient  harbour  for  Iris  men 
when  he  plundered  the  neighbourhood  and  reduced  the  celebrated 
Royalist  Swift^  the  vicar,  to  the  condition  of  an  outcast,  and  liis  wife 
and  children  to  absolute  poverty.^  The  i\Iarquis  of  Hertford  had  after- 
wards secured  it;  and,  not  to  dwell  upon  any  intermediate  attempt 
at  occupation  while  hostilities  had  been  agitating  in  the  parts  between 
Hereford  and  Monmouth,  and  when  the  Scots  were  roving  through- 
out the  country,  it  was  now  a  garrison,  and  the  only  one  near 
Hereford  that  assisted  in  upholding  the  iallen  power  of  the  King. 

*  This,  one  of  the  earliest  acliieveiactits  of  merciless  pluiulerin^-,  wus  })ut  in 
practice  hv  Captain  K}  rk',  a  neiuhl)>)iir  to  tlie  \  icar  and  liis  f;unily.  lie  was  an 
-  officer  uiider  the  Karl  of  Staini'ord,  luit  afUTwards,  as  -will  appear,  a  Farlianiemary 
colonel,  and  comrade  of  Birch.  Me  Inid  the  iiiicn vial)le  di.-tiiicnoii  of  beinp;  the 
first  to  disturb  his  defeaceless  neighl.onrs  in  the  adjoining  ])uris.h  of  Goodrich. — 
Merc.  Rustic.  71  ct  .-^rq^i. 
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Lingen  had  escaped  tlie  fate  of  the  captives  and  of  Scudaniore,  iGiG. 
though  he,  too,  aloiirr  whli  the  latter,  had  sci'anibled  over  tlie  ice. 
It  had  been  among  tlio  reports  of  the  time  that  liis  house  at  Sutton 
Frene  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Wherever  his  family  had  iLjd  for 
safety,  the  walls  of  Goodrich  were  now  liis  military  home,  and 
hence  he  at  once  derives  importance.  He  had  stocked  tliem  as  far 
as  he  could  with  vrhat  was  necessary  for  defence,  and  wltli  him 
was  a  company  of  gentry  as  oflicers  and  privates  attached  to  the  same 
cause;  though  after  all  but  "  a  faithful  few,  a  little  band  of  brothers," 
ExigFii  numero,  seel  bcllo  vivida  virtus,'^ 

determined  to  resist  to  the  last.  Xone  there  were  traitors.  All 
things  wore  the  air  of  loyalty  about  them ;  even  the  pile  of  coal  that 
in  the  time  of  the  writer  was  dug  from  the  rubbish  of  1G46,  was  a 
symptom  of  the  provision  that  had  been  made;  and  the  very  brazen 
saucepan  of  the  cook,  then  also  discovered,  contained  Ins  daily  ad- 
monition, for  the  inscription  in  pierced  letters  on  the  metallic  liandle 
was 

C  •  Y  •  B  •  LOYAL  •  TO  •  HLS  •  MAGISTEIE 

— and  bade  him  to  be  read}-  for  any  attempt  ogainst  tliem.  At  least  ' 
a  hundred  horses  stood  in  the  stable  upon  tlie  counterscarp;  the 
riders  were  bold  and  experienced ;  they  knew  all  the  intricate  and 
hidden  roads  of  the  countiy,  those  of  the  hundred  of  AVormelow 
with  all  its  loyal  attachments,  and  especially  of  the  district  of 
Irchinfield,  wliere  dwelt  their  purveyor — and,  what  is  still  perhaps 
of  equal  importance,  all  the  fords,  of  which  20  existed  between 
Hereford  and  ]\Ionmouth.^  This  display  may  in  some  sense  be 
thought  insignificant  or  as  resembling  too  much  the  struggle  of  a 
sinking  cause  in  the  late  Italian  troubles;  but  it  will  bear  as  little 
comparison  in  the  mind  of  the  dispassionate  as  those  of  the  en- 
deavours of  a  disinterested  party  who  had  everything  but  honour  to 
lose,  can  bear  to  the  feats  of  the  torturing  assassin  or  the  professed 
thief 

*  ^Eneid,  v.  75L  ^  ScudatixTo  MSS. 
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1646.  "V\hen  tliey  looked  around  them  tliey  could  apparently  reckon 

[Isolation  of    upon  no  marching  force  to  come  to  their  rescue,  and  their  com- 
Castle!]  ^        mimications  were  gradually  cut  off;   for  though  the  garrisons  of 
Ludlow,  AVorcester,  ]\Iadrcsfield,  and  Piaglan,  as  it  seems  by  the 
text,  were  the  objects  of  apprehension  to  Birch  himself,  they  were 
for  the  present*"paralysed,  and,  strictly  speaking,  after  the  loss  of 
Hereford,  not  one  remained  in  the  county.  Iiaglan,  already  invested, 
was  at  too  great  a  distance  to  have  afforded  relief  to  Goodrich  ;  and 
as  to  ]\Ionmouth,  ^lorgan  had  taken  measures  to  secure  that  town 
•  and  the  part  of  Wales  beliind  it. 
[Courage  of        The  whole  of  this  attitude,  rightly  estimated,  might  therefore 
the  Garrison.]      thou£!;ht  bold  and  o-allant  enouo-h  in  the  eye,  if  not  altoij'-ether  to 
the  hope,  of  the  Royalists  ;  ami,  by  tlie  way,  even  now  may  appear 
too  much  so  to  have  been  almost  consigned  to  oblivion.    But,  from 
:       the  point  at  which  the  Parliamentarian  looked  at  it,  it  presented  no 
more  than  the  desperate  strivings  of  an  obstinate  malignant  enemy, 
■  severely  crippled,  but  not  as  yet  to  be  despised. 
'    ,  ,       The  task  of  tlie  governor  of  Hereford  in  overcominnr  his  obstacles 
oi  Birch.]       was  in  the  meantime  accompanied  by  no  little  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  process  of  converting  to  obedience  those  who  were  liarassed 
by  the  demands  of  ransom  or  .sequestration  in  city  and  country  was 
not  an  easy  one.  and,  while  the  remainder  of  the  wdnter  was  occupied 
in  repairincr  tlie  castle  of  Hereford,  it  was  also  vigilantly  employed 
in  an  endeavour  to  cope  with  that  spirit  of  aversion  which  rendered 
those  repairs  necessary.  The  safety  of  himself  and  of  his  new- 
modelled  o-arrison,  as  well  as  the  tranquillity  of  the  place,  vrere 
constantly  at  the  hazard  of  a  popidar  outbreak.  The  public  con- 
tinued to  cast  their  eyes  tov/ards  Lingcn  as  their  chanr[>ion.  While 
his  garrison  were  in  the  sadflle,  for  therein  consisted  his  chief 
strength,  he  was  able  under  all  disadvantages  to  compete  in  some 
sort  with  Birch  and  thwart  him.  He  could  go  within  a  certain 
range  and  enforce  requirements  upon  Ivoyal  authority,  and  chinned 
-  to  be  the  representative  of  his  master,  undisturbed  by  the  J'arlia- 
mentary  committee,  or  their  agent  the  newly-appointed  governor. 
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While  those  wliom  he  held  to  be  usurping  intruders  were  vexing  .  l<>-t^>- 
his  suffering  friends,  he  vcnt-nred  even  to  exact  support  from  and 
extend  protection  to  his  adversaries,  to  execute  warrants  and  require 
contribution  in  the  name  of  liis  ]\Injesty.^  In  the  country  throunrh- 
out  the  southern  hundreds  the  British  trackways  furnished  him  with 
great  facilities  ;  even  long  after,  the  talk  of  the  common  people 
would  be  in  his  favour;  tlie  Cavaliers  doubted  not  that  "they 
should  have  a  day,  or  time,  for  it,  again." 

So  disturbed  a  condition  of  government  as  Roe  allows  us  to  [Birch 
understand,  of  which  this  is  but  a  feeble  representation,  could  not  attempt^" 
long  be  endured,  and  accordingly  the  turn  of  events  made  way  for  Goodrich.] 
a  change  upon  tlie  approach  of  spring.    Three  months  had  elapsed 
since  the  surprise  of  Hereford,  and  Lingcn  and  his  men  had  con- 
tinued unsubdued.    He  could  still  fmd  means  of  existence  in  the 
core  of  the  country,  could  draw  his  resources  from  considerable  dis- 
tanceSj  and  obtain  supplies  of  victual  for  man  and  liorse.    Corn  and 
cattle,  oats,  hay,  and  straw  were  at  his  command.     The  roads 
towards  Gloucester  and  Hereford  were  fir  from  being  entirely  closed 
to  him.    Birch  Avas  at  length  urged  by  the  necessity  of  time,  and 
the  provocation  constantly  offered  at  Goodrich,  to  nrake  some  attempt 
against  it. 

As  soon  as  it  was  announced  at  Oxford  that  Hereford  had  been  [Movemciit 
irrevocably  lost,  Sir  Jacob,  now  Lord,  Astloy,  was  sent  upon  an  kT'!l!*Bircir 
important  mission  to  collect  all  tlie  force  that  could  be  spared  from  successes 
the  remaining  Pioyalist  gairisons  of  Salop,  Stallbrd,  and  Worcester.  gVn.]^ 
His  Immediate  object  was  the  relief  of  Chester,  besieged  by  Colonel 
Sir  William  Brereton,  and  now  almost  at  the  List  gasp.  These 
garrisons  he  found  in  the  utmost  disorder,  caused  by  supernumerary 
officers  whose  regiments  were  broken  up,  and  privates  wlio  were 
desperate  for  want  of  pay.    All  things  were  in  confusion;  and,  as 
he  travelled  from  one  to  tlie  other,  his  own  finances  were  so  reduced 

'  [He  made  ft  darino-  attempt  m  Jan.  1G4G,  to  iiitcicept  th^  return  of  the  (;n:u-d  n{ 
a  convoy  that  had  be(Mi  sent  froui  Xeu  nliam  tlirouj^U  tlie  Fore>t  ol"  Denu  Hereford, 
but  failed  in  cimi '-ci-juencc  of  the  non-a]->pearan(  e  of  the  exjiei-red  pai  ty.] 
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that  he  was  compelled  to  solicit  iiioncy  for  his  expenses  on  this 
journey.  He  found  that  Sir  Lewis  Kirkc  had  abandoned  his  coin- 
mand  at  Bridgenortli,  and  left  everytliing  in  disorder.  In  the 
course  of  the  months  of  January  and  February  he  had,  however, 
exercised  sucli  diligence  and  management  as  to  have  appointed  a 
general  rendezvous  at  Bridgenortli  towards  tlie  beginning  of  ?^larcli, 
to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men  desperate  and  valiant, 
wrought  up  to  the  resolution  of  venturing  their  last  stake  in  the 
field.  They  consisted  of  about  3,000,  and  were  ready  to  have  been 
met  by  others  drawn  from  Oxford,  and  makinir  an  ao-o-i-errate  tliat 
was  hoped  to  be  sufficiently  able  to  cope  with  any  that  the  Par- 
liamentarians had  to  brino;  ao-ainst  them.  It  was  tlie  knowledge  of 
this  fact  that  hastened  the  preparations  of  Bircli,  3*Iorgan,  and 
Brereton,  for  tlie  Parliament  were  always  well  informed  of  the 
measures  of  their  opponents;  it  therefore  beboved  Birch  to  be 
ready  against  the  time  appointed,  though  he  could  not  venture  to 
leave  Lingen  behind  him.  "  Wherefore,"  says  Roe  in  his  simplicity, 
"  you  tooke  vp  such  a  resolution  as  seldome  hath  been  heard  of." 
Under  flivour  of  a  dark  night,  by  information  of  the  exact  height 
of  tlie  outer  wall,  and  a  combination  of  stratageni,  force,  and  fire, 
he  contrived  to  enter  and  demolish  the  large  stable  that  rested 
against  the  counterscarp  of  the  castle.  By  this  sin.gle  master-stroke 
he  carried  off  or  destroyed  nearly  the  whole  of  tlieir  horses.^  An 
ecjual  success  attended  him,  arising  from  a  dangerous  endeavour  to 
waylay  his  person  a  few  nights  after,  as  he  wns  travelling  upon 
what  miirht  have  been  considered  the  safest  road  to  Cdouccster.  To 
avoid  suspicion  he  took  a  bye-track,  and  few  attendants.  The  road 
where  the  ambush  was  laid  was  through  Fov.uihope,  by  the  Old 
Gore,  and  on  bv  EccleswuU  Castle  to  Castle  End,  wliere  it  opened 
upon  the  more  usual  way  through  Ross  to  Gloucestei- :  and  between 
Old  Gore  and  the  termination  are  several  undulations,  any  one  of 

*  [From  a  letter  dated  at  Hereford,  and  pnblisliod  in  the  Perfect  Dinrnall, 
March  16,  1G45,U  appears  that  Colonel  Ivvrle  af  Monnmntli  sent  n  party  to  join  in 
this  expedition.] 
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which  would  be  well  adapted  for  the  lying  in  wait  and  encounter. 
It  is  evident  that  the  fliilure  pf  this  attempt  of  Birch  to  reach  and 
confer  with  ^lorgan  upon  Astlcy's  project  might  wholly  have 
thwarted  the  victory  that,  by  the  combination  of  Birch  and  Alorgan 
and  Brereton,  was  obtained  at  Stow.  That  fight  and  its  pre- 
liminaries are  fairly  related,  except  with  the  usual  prominence 
allotted  to  Birch's  interference  therein,^  and  the  sole  credit  of  his 
having  claimed  the  surrender  of  the  brave  and  hoary  veteran, 
wearied  by  the  toil  of  the  night  and  the  encounter  of  the  morning.^ 
Thus  certain  J,  looking  through  the  train  of  events,  docs  it  appear 
that  on  the  entrance  of  the  stable  of  Goodrich  in  the  first  instance 
depended  the  success  of  the  campaign  that,  not  only  in  this  but  in 
every  part  of  Jilngland,  materially  put  an  end  to  any  serious  opei'a- 
tions  in  the  held.  As  to  the  siege  of  Ludlow,  AVorcester,  and  its 
smaller  outlying  garrisons  of  Hartlebury  and  Aladresfield,  those 
places,  with  many  others  assailed  elsewhere  by  Fairhix  and  Cromwell, 
collapsed  at  intervals  as  the  resistance  declined.^    Yet  while  this 

"  [In  a  letter  published  hj  Vicars  (Eurnini?  Bnsli,  SOS)  fr<>m  one  of  Brereton 's 
officers  who  was  present,  that  commaTider  and  ]Morgan  are  alone  mentioned.] 

^  No  portrait  can  be  given  more  to  the  life  than  that  of  Sir  Jacob  Astley  by  an 
anonymous  writer,  who  has  left  the  share  of  our  colonel  in  the  action  to  the  original 
description  of  Roe,  and  claims  the  servant  of  Major  Ilawksworth  as  the  jierson  to 
whom  Sir  Jacob  Astley  sun-endered.  It  were  injustice  to  the  memory  of  this 
admirable  veteran  to  omit  his  prophetic  words  amid  tlie  rarliamcntary  soMicrs  on 
the  field  of  battle:  "  Sir  Jacob  Ashley  being  taken  captive,  ami  wearyed  in  this  li.-ht, 
and  being  ancient  (for  old  age's  silver  haires  had  quitr  covered  over  his  bend  and 
beard),  the  souldiers  brought  him  a  drum  to  sit  and  re>t  him>cll'e  upon;  who  being 
sate,  he  said  (as  was  most  credibly  enfonned)  unto  our  souldiers,  Gentlemen,  yee 
may  now  sit  downe  and  play,  for  you  have  done  all  your  worke,  if  you  fall  not 
out  among  yourselves." — Vicars,  Burning  Bush,  ni)!). 

'  Merciu-ius  Civieus,  Oct.  9-lG,  lGtr>,  states  that  20  garrisons  of  different  si/(>s  had 
been  taken  between  April  20  and  October  18.  [The  latter  jiart  of  Boe's  narrative 
is  more  hurried  and  less  circumstantial  than  might  have  been  exjjected.  lV)-  >iI)ly 
he  may  have  been  absent  at  that  time  ;  if  so,  the  criticism  in  note"*,  p.  ?>i],  mny  be 
mistaken.  This  seems  the  more  likely,  as  a  circumstinice  at  the  sio,ue  of  Lml low- 
reflected  so  much  honour  ujton  Birch  that  Roe  would  hardly  have  omitted  it  bad  it 
passed  under  his  own  observation,  lie  sat  down  before  the  town  Aj^ril  21,  IGIG  ; 
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was  going  on,  tlie  flag  of  royalty  and  defiance  still  continued  to 
float  from  Goodrich  .Castle.  It  might  have  been  expected  that  sncli 
discouragement  as  Lingen  had  undergone  alone  in  the  reveiscs 
already  described  must  have  been  sufficient  to  cast  down  any 
ordinary  antagonist  situated  as  he  appears  to  have  been.  At  lengtli, 
as  is  proved  by  the  requisition  sent  to  the  bailiifof  Sir  Edward 
Powell  of  Pengethly,  near  Poss,  the  hour  arrived  when  we  may  see 
him  warned  and  preparing  for  a  last  resistance.  On  the  3rd  of 
March,  1645-6,  he  sent  a  written  m.cssage  to  tlie  stcw^ard  of  that 
estate,  to  whlcli  he  had  often  in  former  raids  had  recourse  for  con- 
tribution and  other  help,  and  it  was  couched  in  these  terms  : — 

Griiljh, 

I  shall  desicr  yow  to  send  your  three  tccmes  loaded  ^vith  hoards  hither  prcsently 
and  that  they  may  hce  of  your  longest  size  of  Boardes,  for  I  am  informed  that  yon 
haue  very  longe  ones,  I  pray  you  send  them  away  presently  for  I  must  make  vse  of 
them  prcsentley  ^  soe  I  rest 

Your  loueing 

ffrrend 

Hen.  Lengex. 

Gothcrig  Castle  this  3d  of  IMarch  1G45. 

(Endorsed)  For  Mr.  Grulib  at  PengeLhley. 

Here  then  is  proof  of  the  first  premonitory  symptom  of  expected 
hostility.  Immediately  after  this,  the  nightly  attack  of  Birch  upon 
stable  burnt.]  their  stable  on  the  counterscarp,  followed  up  witliin  a  few  days  by 
the  adventure  at  the  Old  Gore  near  Poss,  was  so  successful  that 
■  Birch  might  well  have  supposed  that  it  would  weaken  their  ability 
to  annoy,  and  well-nigh  deprive  them  of  tlie  power  of  future 
resistance.    How  this  happened  will  be  seen  by  liis  letter  to  the 

on  the  29th  some  forces  from  liaglan,  Goodrich,  and  ]\[adresfiold  faced  him,  but 
retired,  Woodhousc,  the  governor,  treated  ^Nlay  20  ;  but  Birch  having  left  the  siege, 
the  Royalist  refused  to  give  up  to  any  one  else,  and  drove  the  Shropshire  men  out 
of  the  town  with  loss,  so  that  liii'.'h  had  to  return  to  receive  his  surrender.  Tbis 
probably  occasioned  the  envious  feeling  alluded  to  by  Ivjc,  ]>.  ;!•;.] 

a  The  boards  Avere  burned  in  the  siege.  Sir  Kieliard  Gienville  got  above  1,000 
deal  boards  fnun.  the  Commissioners  of  Devon  to  make  huts  for  the  soldiers.—- 
Clarendon,  ix. 


1645.C. 
March. 
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Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  ^  detailinn:  his  complete  and  ex-  Jf'^^'V*- 

o  1  March. 

traordinary  success. 

But  it  was  not  without  its  drawback.    To  revert  to  what  Hoe  [p"?cn 
.  .  .  .  aianiis  liere- 

has  said  a  httle  previously  ;  m  recording  Birch's  apprehensions  as  ford.] 

to  what  Lingen  could  do,  he  has  omitted  the  notice  of  what  he 
actually  did;  for,  while  the  governor  had  only  gone  for  the  sake  of 
consulting  Morgan  about  the  expedition,  his  apprehensions  vrcre 
realised.  There  were  intelligencers  enough  througliout  the  country 
to  convey  the  news  of  his  absence,  if  the  attack  upon  Goodrich  itself 
had  not  given  rise  to  the  idea  that  something  was  in  hand  requiring 
the  absence  of  the  governor  from  tlie  city.  There  were  also  a  great 
number  of  favourers  to  Lingen's  cause,  to  help  him  to  repair  his  in- 
juries at  the  stable,  and  bring  forward  horse  to  encourage  and  aid  him. 
Accordingly,  while  the  governor  and  Kyrle^'  with  Boe  were  gone 
to  Gloucester,  and  the  rest  of  the  garrison  were  commanded  to 
follow,  he  dared  to  do  in  broad  daylight  what  his  adversary  had 
.only  ventured  to  do  in  the  depth  of  night.  He  came  down  at 
high  noon  to  the  gate  of  Hereford,  cut  the  turnpike,'^  assaulted  and 
slew  the  sentries,  and  alarmed  the  garrison  :  but,  finding  that  he 
was  to  be  overpowered,  made  his  retreat,  and  eluded  all  pursuit.*^ 
The  fact  is  unquestionable,  and  the  date  sulTicicntly  determinable  by 
the  interval  for  the  consultation  at  Gloucester. 

To  turn  from  these  brief  illustrations  to  the  stream  of  the  story.  [Hisrcsolu- 
These  blows,  though  h^avy,  fell  upon  no  ordinary  adversary.  ^^"^^^'^ 
With  the  last  crush  of  the  King's  forces*^  was  actually  annihihited 
all  chance  of  revival.  His  ^Majesty  had  himself  become  a  fugitive 
from  Ids  head-quarters/  and  whither  he  Avas  gone  was  at  first 
unknown;  but  the  flag  of  Ling(m's  master  continued  to  fioat  in 
defiance  from  Goodrich  tower.  It  must  have  been  pkiin  to  all  who 
witnessed  these  proceedings,  friend  or  enemy,  that  the  contest  nov/ 

Appendix  XVlIf.  ^  Note  30.  "  - 

*^  [A  kind  of  chcval-tle-frise  ii^cd  in  fortiticatiun.] 

^  See  tlie  evidence  of  Nntlianiel  Collin n[)<in  oiitli. — Sequestration  Papei-^. 
c  March  21,  104o-G.  ^  Ajuil  27,  1G4G. 
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July'       <^'^^^(^  be  no  otlier  than  a  question  of  time  ;  tliat  tlie  days  of  resistance 
were  numbered,  and  ere  long  to  come  to  an  end.    His  ^Majesty  gave 
himself  up  into  the  Lands  of  the  Scots:  not  a  battalion  remained  to 
him  in  the  field :   he  had  ordered  the  surrender  of  every  fortress 
.    from  which  his  banner  had  waved:  still  the  Castle  of  Goodrich  con- 
tinued in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  supported  his  cause  to  the 
brink  of  despair,  and  not  till  all,  but  honour,  and  the  last  chance  of 
life  was  at  stake  were  these  l^oyalists  prepared  to  yield.  The  account 
of  this  transaction  is  dismissed  by  Roe  in  a  few  sentences,  and 
reference  is  therefore  made  to  the  letters  of  the  Colonel  himself  for 
[Siepe  of        j^jg  ovru  version.^    The  call  to  surrender  was  followed  by  a  refusal.'' 
Castle]  The  chief  attack  was  directed  on  what  is  still  known  as  "  the  Ladies' 

Tower,"  at  the  north-western  corner,  apparently  the  weakest  part 
of  the  building.  Their  supply  of  water,  through  pipes  from  the 
opposite  side  of  a  ravine,  was  cut  off;  batteries  were  raised,  and  a 
mortar-piece,  cast  expressly  for  the  purpose,  was  planted  at  the  very 
head  of  the  Sjjring  ;  the  solid  rock  on  which  the  foundation  had 
been  laid  was  mined  with  great  dilliculty,  and  countermined  by 
.   '  those  within,  nor  could  a  breach  of  sufficient  size  be  made  till  a 

portion  of  the  tower  was  beaten  into  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  and 
the  foot  and  horse  were  drawn  up  ready  to  storm.    The  Vv'hlte  flag 
was  then  hoisted,  and  they  surrendered  at  mercy  for  their  lives. ^ 
■    Though  they  had  placed  themselves  in  the  hands  of  the  victor,  it 
was  neither  a  time  nor  an  occasion  for  further  bloodshed  or  igno- 
minious death,  nor  are  many  of  the  garrison  reported  to  have  fallen, 
but  the  roof  was  in  a  state  of  ruin,  and  the  vestiges  and  inequalities 
[Surrcndrr  of  of  the  court  seem  to  exhibit  it  at  this  hour.    They  marched  out, 
Castle.]  ^        allowing  for  uncertainty  of"  numbers,  about  50  officers,  reformados 
or  country  gentlemen,  and  privates  about  thrice  as  many.  Among 
them  were  refugees,  such  as  tlie  l\irllamentarlans,  on  account  of 
their  religious  creed,  had  looked  upon  with  feelings  of  peculiar 
bitterness:  nothing  is  at  tlic  same  time  said  of  ilieir  detention  as 

"  Appciulix  XX.  ^'  Appendix  XIX. 
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captives,  and  Sir  Ilcnry  liimsclf  Avill  be  shown  to  have  appeared  1*^^^. 
within  a  short  time  in  public  with  his  sword  upon  hi^f  tliigh.  Com- 
bination for  any  outward  resistance  might  be  supposed  from  this  time 
forth  to  have  been  entirely  disarmed  of  its  power  ;  but  it  was  not 
so  :  the  unconquerable  feeling  that  liad  been  so  long  cherished 
continued  to  smoulder  between  Parliamentarian  and  Royalist  till 
the  heavy  sequestrations  of  the  latter  expired.  In  the  meantime  the 
well-known  prophecy  of  Lord  Astley  was  verified  to  the  letter,  as 
to  the  condition  that  the  Parliamentarians  in  these  parts  and  else- 
where, Birch  among  them,  themselves  had  to  encounter  during  tlie 
confusion  and  usurpation  that  ensued.  This  passage  of  English 
liistory  belongs  not  to  the  section  with  which  we  have  had  to 
interfere  ;  it  remains  only  to  point  out  that  the  circumstance  of  the 
election  of  Colonel  Birch  was  one  to  which  he  was  already  aspiring 
while  Goodrich  Castle  was  being  destroyed  ;  ^  and  it  proves  that  he 
was,  even  in  the  midst  of  his  difiiculties,  endeavouring  to  acquire 
sufficient  influence  among  those  with  whom  he  was  about  to  establish 
his  home  to  secure  him^-a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons — a  blood- 
less victor}^  with  which  the  memorialist  has  thought  proper  to 
close. 

Having  carried  out  the  theme  upon  which  he  had  based  his  [Roc's  con- 
exhortations,  and  having  applied  it  to  the  leading  circumstances  Qf 
his  unvarnished  tale,  this  writer  ends  with  a  fervent  expression  of 
his  own  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  kindness  of  his  patron  and 
commander,  and,  after  a  soldiership  at  least  of  three  campaigns,  the  j 
comrades  part.  Roe,  who  has  hitherto  attended  the  Colonel  per- 
sonally throughout  the  whole  of  his  military  exploits,  brietly  waits 
upon  him  over  the  line  that  sets  a  limit  to  tliem,  to  the  door  of  the 
senate-house.  He  congratulates  him  as  a  n^'mber  of  that  body,  and 
argues  from  the  past  to  his  future  successfid  exertions  for  the  good 
of  his  country:  he  tenders  respectfully  these  memorials  of  the 
former,  and  adds  a  prayer  for  his  subsequent  welfare.  Hardly  a  line 
escapes  from  him  who  composed,  or  him  in  whose  hands  these 

^  Api)cudix  XX. 
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[Close  of  coivj 
meutary,] 


[Nature  of 
Roc's  Mc- 


memovials  are  placed,  as  to  tlic  writer,  his  name,  or  office  :  they  arc 
nowhere  directly  to  be  found,  nor  can  it  he  determined  whetlier  the 
MS.  was  a  parting  gift,  or,  if  so^  whether  these  two  persons  ever 
met  again.  All  that  has  been  ascertained  has  already  been  said  of 
tlie  writer,^  and,  admitting  the  conjecture  of  the  preface  to  be 
correct,  beyond  it  he  is  lost  in  the  cloud  of  war  tliat  discharged 
itself  on  the  combatants  in  Ireland. 

As  this  imperfect  attempt  at  exposition  professes  to  be  no  more 
than  an  illustration  of  the  military  proceedings  of  Colonel  Birch  till 
his  entrance  into  Parliament,  and  as  little  is  admitted  into  the 
memoir  with  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  his  conduct  leading  to  that 
event,  the  commentator,  having  no  text  for  amplification^  may  be 
permitted  on  this  score  to  bring  his  observations  towards  a  close; 
but  a  few  remarks  at  this  stage  may  not  be  inadmissible. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  rise  from  the  perusal  of  this  singular  per- 
moir.]  formance  without  an  impression  that  while  its  pritnary  and  professed 

object  is  to  give  glory  to  God,  its  secondary  intention  is  to  bestow 
,  praise  upon  man;  and  that,  while  it  exhorts  to  gratitude,  there  is 
mingled  with  it  a  provocative  and  an  indulgence  to  self-gratalation. 
After  every  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  admission  of  this  its 
lower  tendency,  and  for  an  excusable  omitting  on  the  part  of  lioe  of 
anything  that  might  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  his  friend,  it 
needs  in  candour  to  be  once  more  impressed  upon  the  reader  that 
this  sketch  is  in  some  parts  couched  in  language  that  exalts  the 
importance  of  Birch  in  a  way  of  which  no  trace  has  been  elsewhere 
found,  and  that  expressions  are  used  that  the  Governor  of  Hereford 
did  not  refuse  to  accept  as  his  own,  though  they  are  to  be  discovered 
in  no  other  writer.  How  far,  to  pursue  the  metaphor,  the  artist  who 
has  given  us  this  portrait  of  Birch  may  have  been  induced  to  adopt- 
undue  proportions  for  the  principal  figure  in  his  canvas^  must  be 
left  to  others  to  determine.  T\\c  same  may  be  noted  of  expressions 
as  of  events.    If,  from  wdiat  has  been  brought  i'oi-ward  in  illu^tra- 
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tion,  some  of  tliose  may  appear  to  have  been  presented  in  a  one-  IGIC. 
sided  view,  it  is  believed  that  nothing  will  be  discovered  to  contra- 
dict the  leadinir  iiicts  of  the  time,  lioe's  statements  arc  in  tlie  main 
confirmed  by  other  authorities,  and  where  they  have  been  found  to 
differ,  they  have  not  been  passed  by  unnoticed  Tliat  his  memory 
at  all  times  served  him  perfectly  on  minor  unimportant  matters — 
this  cannot  be  contended,  while  it  may  not  be  permitted  to  interfere 
with  the  honesty  and  heartiness  of  the  design.  On  such  points  the 
most  pretentious  historians  are  often  grossly  defective,  and  oc- 
casionally all  at  variance.  Such  as  the  memoir  is,  it  was  offered  as 
an  only  gift  of  gratitude  to  his  master:  it  was  such  as  he  thought  he 
would  be  pleased  with,  and  such  indeed  it  proved;  for  Birch  revised 
it,  and  left  it  to  his  descendants  corrected  in  many  places  with  his 
o^vn  hand. 

It  is  difficult  to  assign  a  legitnnate  position  to  this  vicarious  auto-  [Its  style  and 
biography,  for  which  it  would  not  be  easy  under  all  circumstances,  ^^^^^^^'^ 
at  any  rate  in  the  commentator's  experience,  to  find  a  parallel  in 
the  English  language.    The  text  proves  that,  in  the  estimate  of  the 
writer,  a  plain  soldier,  sheer  courage  holds  the  place  that  is  assigned 
to  it  by  the  tragedian  in  the  old  Roman  sense :  valour  is 

"  the  chiefest  virtue,  and  most  dignifies 
The  liaver;'' 

and,  with  the  addition  of  Christian  motive,  tlint  this  gift  is  best 
maintained  by  its  being  derived  from  a  sense  of  iJivine  protection, 
and  gratitude  for  providential  deliverance  in  dangers.  If  this  be 
the  leading  impression  intended  to  be  conveyed  in  the  text,  the 
commentary  may  not  be  without  its  instruction — at  least  so  far  as  it 
shows  the  advantage  of  discretion  allied  to  force  ;  and,  in  the  in- 
stance of  this  individual,  proves  that  he  was  endowed  with  the 
happy  art  of  seizing  on  the  advantages  that  this  combination  gave 
him,  and  knew  tlie  moment  for  sheathing  as  well  as  drawing  the 
sword.  In  tracing  the  image  of  liis  master,  Iioe  was  firmly  con- 
vinced from  religious  prepossession  that  the  Supreme  Protector  and 
Disposer  of  events  was  in  favour  of  the  conquering  side.    Bircli,  it 
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is  well  known,  lived  in  this  respect  to  alter  his  opinion  ;  but  this, 
being  on  the  outside  of  the  present  subject,  can  find  no  entertain- 
ment here. 

This  view  of  the  varied  scenic  changes  of  our  eventful  drama  has 
been  confined  to  certain  limits.  Such  as  they  are,  it  is  now  closed: 
the  curtain  that  had  been  raised  upon  Birch  as  a  merchant  vohmteer 
captain  on  the  bridge  at  Bristol  descends  upon  him  as  a  colonel, 
Governor  of  Hereford,  seated  in  the  senate  of  his  countrv. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  representation  of  him  has  ex- 
tended only,  as  is  professed  in  the  title,  to  his  "  martial]  actions." 
A  wider  sphere  of  inquiry  and  an  abler  judgment  might  have 
amassed  and  combined  sufficient  materials  to  have  furnished  a  more 
ample  filling-in  of  the  outline.  In  lieu  of  this,  whicli  lias  not  been 
the  object  professed  from  the  commencement,  certain  scattered  and 
chiefly  original  materials  may  be  subjoined,  to  help  in  forming  some 
opinion  of  the  salient  points  in  the  progress  of  Colonel  Birch's  sub- 
sequent career.^ 

Eoe  has  now  left  us,  and  from  his  revelations  we  are  to  expect 
no  more.  The  commentator  might  have  therefore  exclianged  his 
office  for  that  of  biocfrapher;  but  the  subject  is  too  intricate  to 
attempt  other  than  brief  detail,  and  vrould  prove  too  ample  for  the 
compass  of  a  small  volume.  It  is  too  curiously  entangled  with  the 
politics  of  the  time  not  to  excite  interest,  and  too  complicated 
easily  to  unfold. 

Some  men,  like  Belliard  under  Napoleon  I.,  are  of  a  fit  talent  for 
the  government  of  conquered  places.  The  Parliament  could  not 
have  chosen  a  better  man  than  Birch.  -He  had  been  gifted  with 
no  ordinary  abilities  to  carry  him  through  the  task  to  which  he  was 
appointed.  He  was  good-humoured  and  cautious,  strict  and  prompt 
where  there  was  necessity  for  immediate  action,  and  master  of  the 
weapon  that  he  bore  for  emergencies.    But  he  had  to  steer  his  way 

*  [Thus  far  tlic  labours  of  the  ori,i:inal  Ivlitor  Mcrc  left  nearly  complete  for  the 
press.  The  remainder  has  been  coinpikd  chiefly  from  imperfect  sketches  ami 
memoranda.] 
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through  a  mingled  population,  to  coerce  the  refractory,  to  conciliate  i^io. 
the  half-disposed  to  serve  an<^\  obey,  and  keep  a  watchful  eye  over 
all;  for  there  were  some  of  those  who  took  the  intruder's  side 
for  interest's  sake,  whose  hearts  were  all  the  while  prepossessed  and 
swayed  by  an  opposite  feeling,  and  held  their  peace  and  followed 
him,  though  they  were  ready  on  a  flivourable  opportunity  to  have 
turned  once  more  against  him.  The  conqueror  lield  the  refractory 
at  arm's  length  by  a  threat  that  could  not  be  misunderstood.  But 
in  spite  of  the  stern  menace  held  out  by  the  available  repairs  of  the 
fortress,  holding  an  air  of  defiance  and  punishment  over  every 
townsman's  dwelling;-,  and  commandin!i  obedience  to  a  new  state  of 
things,  where  it  had  seemed  to  guarantee  security  under  the  old,  it 
was  impossible  to  secure  the  fluctuation  of  a  public  opinion  that 
had  so  lono-  taken  its  hold  on  the  feellnfrs  and  shown  itself  in  the 

o  o 

conduct  of  most  households.  Beneath  all  appearance  of  sub- 
mission the  current  still  continued  to  flow;  and,  while  it  was  fed 
by  the  tear  and  fanned  by  the  sigh  of  suflering  in  person  and 
property  through  oppression,^  could  not  at  once  be  checked  in  its 
course.    Lingen  was  well  aware  of  this,  and  waited  his  opportunity, 

^  There  was  a  time  when  it  wa^^  rot  merely  tlic  fw]lo\viu<.,^  of  tlie  Ixo^-al  banner;  hut  a 
word  spoken  almost  in  jest,  or  the  indulgent  kindness  of  a  secret  hour,  ll^v  invohuitary 
exchange  of  a  dwelling  to  the  Eoyal  quarter,  the  discharge  of  a  natural  duty  (as  at 
Ilarewood),  was  sufhcient  to  furnish  the  informer  with  a  charge  and  constitute  a 
delinquent. — J.  W.  [The  case  referred  to  seems  to  be  that  of  John  Bro\vne  of 
Ilarewood,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  gent.,  who,  being  a  minor  and  h  ft  destitute  of 
the  means  of  maiiitenance,  was  "  forced  to  seek  out  his  guardian  and  to  go  into  the 
King's  quarters,  whereby  he  became  a  delin<|uent."  Jle  bore  arms  as  a  Ivoyalisfc, 
but  subsequently  was  a  rarliamentary  soldier  for  three  years,  and  petitioned  on  that 
account  to  be  admitted  to  compound  for  his  c-tnte,  and  was  lined  at  a  triuh. 
213/.  l&s.  lOd.  (Sequestr.  Papers,  Series  2,  v.  83.)  The  following  is  an  instructive 
specimen  of  sequestratiim.  When  tlie  l^;irl  of  Derby  levied  forces  in  L:nicashire, 
John  Rycroft  of  Haugh,  in  that  county,  husbandman,  v,  as  summoned  on  pain  of  death 
to  meet  at  a  rendezvous,  and  for  repairing  thither  and  distributing  a  clieese  among 
the  soldiers  he  was  sequestered,  though  he  ever  after  lived  in  the  rarliamcnr's  quarters, 
submitted  to  their  committee,  and  took  the  Negative  Oath  and  National  Covenant. 
—  Compos.  Tapers,  Series  1,  liii.  7G3.] 
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Ocfobcr  ^^^^  absence  of  liis  adversury,  to  prove  what  chance  he  yet  had 

against  the  dominant  power. 
[Hereford  _        It  is  a  well-known  maxim  of  despotic  ^overnn^cnt  that  in  times  of 
Octobci  lau.]  ^.^  .j  dissension  a  eantlous  re<rard  shonld  be  liad  towards  larirer 
assemblies  of  the  people.     Hence  markets,  wakes,  and  flairs  of 
unusual  size  have  always  been  looked  at  witli  a  jealous  eye.  They 
have  often  been  the  cause  of  outbreaks  ^vhen  the  minds  of  those 
who  frequented  them  were  heated  by  mutual  animosity.    It  was  so 
in  the  case  of  this  civil  strife.    Lady  Harley  anticipated  witli  alarm 
the  effect  of  the  great  horse-flxir  at  Brampton-Bryan,  June  11,  1642 
and  1643;^  and  liberty  w^as  not  yet  so  extinct  in  England  as  to 
prevent  the  holding  of  the  great  cat tle-fliir  at  Hereford  on  the  19th 
.    .   of  October  of  the  year  1646.    A  time  then  was  approaching  when, 
•  if  ever,  some  flivoiirable  circumstance  might  be  expected  to  arise. 
Lingen  was  abroad,^'  his  sword  by  his  side,  respected  by  the  common 
people  for  his  family,  for  his  gallant  uplioldings,  his  bearing  up 
under  adversity.    Aw^are  of  his  consequence,  though  stripped  of 
^      '  ■    power,  he  luiderstood  the  position  of  his  intrusive  adversary,  and 
resolved  a  second  time  to  show  what  he  could  dare  to  do.    Such  an 
one  could  not  be  overlooked,  even  if  he  w^as  not  still  the  object  of  a 
host  of  admirers:  and  Birch  took  measures  to  obviate  the  con- 
sequences of  the  fair.    The  resources  of  the  city  just  then  were  too 
much  exhausted  to  maintain  the  garrison.    His  regiment  of  liorsc, — 
fornowhe  had  one  of  his  own, — was  distributed  in  scattered  tliou'-di 
not  very  remote  quarters.    Two  months  had  passed  since  he  had 
crushed  the  last  fortress  and  dispersed  its  defenders:  but  much  still 
remained  for  restlessness  of  thought  and  promptitude  of  action.  It 

»  Letters  of  Lady  Brilliana  ILuley,  IGS,  IGO,  203.  A  Eoyalist  party  of  C(^l. 
Price's  re.uiment  came  from  Brcrkuock  in  July,  lO-ir.,  witli  intention  to  ])lundcr  tlio 
fair,  but  were  anticipated  by  jinuther  party  of  rarlianientary  soldiers  wIkj  beat  tlicni 
back  \sitb  loss,  slew  and  took  many  prissniers. — Terfeet  Oecnrreneos,  Monday,  duly 
28,  lGt5. 

^  [lie  had  l)een  in  prison  till  Oct.  1,  lolG,  when  he  petiiiuucd  to  compound. - 
Sequestration  I'lipers,  Series  2,  xxviii.  1  !■■<.] 
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was  a  few  days  before  tlii?  popular  assemblage,  witb  which  no  ^.J'^'"'' 

modern  assumed  authorit}:  could  yet  venture  to  interfere,  thnt 

Birch  undertook  to  overawe  a  number  of  those  who  might  be 

coming  together  upon  tliat  occasion. 

In  the  centre  of  Irchinfield,  the  district  already  noticed,  had  ['^^'*' 

.  .  Inn. J 

long  been  a  house  of  reception    for  strangers  coming  out  of  the 

Welsh  borders.     There  the  magistrates  in  times  of  peace  transacted 

their  business;  thitlier  came  the  dealers  of  sheep  and  cattle  with 

their  droves  from  a  wild  tract  beneath  the  Black  ]\Iountain?,  a 

district  that  Welsh  and  Saxon  history  have  both  united  to  celebrate 

in  more  than  mere  legendary  story. ^    The  house  overlooked  the 

further  heights  from  Garway,  Orcop,  and  St.  Weonard's  on  the  Hill, 

a  succession  of  parishes  that  had  been  the  scene  of  border  debate,  in 

the  depth  of  whose  morasses  covered  with  alder  and  inhabited  by 

clouds  of  water-fowl,  at  Tretire,  along  the  thickets  of  the  wandering 

Gamber,  Owain  Glyndvrr  was  supposed  to  have  sought  a  refuge 

from  the  pursuit  of  Henry  IV.;  and  where  no  man  could  want  a 

hiding-place.    ]\[any  of  the  larger  dwellings  were  fortified;  all  bore 

the  marks  of  seclusion  and  resistance  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  as  already 

hinted,  though  thinly  scattered  over  the  surface,"  were  not  to  be 

despised.    Lingen  knew  his  popularity  among  them :   Birch  was 

ecjually  aware  of  it:  therefore  he  ordered  a  meeting  to  take  place 

on  the  6th  of  October.    From  backwardness  on  the  part  of  the 

invited,  or  some  less  imaginable  cause,  this  harl  been  a  second 

meeting,  and  that  day  was  wearing  away  when  Birch  had  returned 

to  his  quarters,    What  then  must  have  been  his  surprise  to  find 

that  in  his  absence  the  cpiiet  of  the  place  had  been  disturbed  by 

uproar,  and  the  remaining  part  of  his  garrison  thrown  into  a  state 

of  alarm. 

Could  the  secret  and  confidential  cominunications  of  country  [Procoo.li 


of  coui:ii  \ 

destruction  through  damp  or  rats  or  fire,  they  would  ihrow  a  llood 


committees  with  that  of  the  Two  IIoums  have  been  rescued  f^'om  (^.^j^^jj^,,,^ 


*  [The  New  Inn,  or  l)y  its  ancient  name  riuus  f'/r/rin  ;  Owen's  Cro.s.-.] 
^  See  Duniesdav  IJook. 
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of  light  upon  events  and  characters,  tliat  would  have  corrected  or 
shamed  many  a  judgment  formed  by  posterity  upon  men  and 
tlungs  in  this  involved  and  trackless  labyrinth.  lUit  tliese  reve- 
lations are  not  now  to  be  made.  One  of  these  curious  documents, 
however,  has  been  drawn  from  tlie  papers  of  Sir  ]-]d\vard  Ilarley:"^ 
its  originality  and  authority  are  indisputable:  it  never  was  intended 
to  see  the  light,  but  it  gives  us  additional  proof  of  the  governor's 
just  apprehensions  from  pretended  friends  as  well  as  open  foes: 
that  he  had  to  fear  the  insincerity  of  the  one,  as  well  as  the  courage 
of  the  other:  and  how  either  were  evaded  or  overcome.  And  we 
may  see,  from  this  fragment  that  follows,  how  much  more  might 
have  remained  to  give  us  an  insight  into  the  situation  and  conduct 
of  the  intrudins:  governor  of  Hereford,  as  well  as  the  behaviour  of 
those  who  were  about  him. 

Friday  the  Ctli  of  October  1G4C.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lingon,  a  great  Cavalier 
and  very  lately  in  Amis  against  the  Pari,  met  the  Town  Major  of  the  Garrison  of 
Hereford  in  the  street,  wearing  (contrary  to  his  Parole  or  order  from  the  Governor) 
his  Sword  and  there  after  some  peremptory  or  high  language  given  to  the  Town 
Major,  calling  him  FvOgnc  .\;c  :  So  that  a  Company  of  People  were  gotten  togctlicr, 
he  openly  with  abundaiice  of  insolence  challenged  him  :  But  the  Town  ^[ajor  per- 
ceiving the  fioekicg  together  of  the  inhabitants  (whose  nuilignity  to  the  Parliament 
and  affection  to  him  and  his  Family  are  very  well  kno^vn),  feared  some  Plot  of  the 
said  Lincron  with  the  Townsmen  against  the  said  Garrison — and  that  this  occasion 
was  taken  of  making  an  Uproar,  to  set  on  foot  this  Design,  The  rather  because  at 
that  time  most  of  the  Garrison  having  no  Subsistence  in  the  City  ^ere  drawn 
into  the  Country,  And  remembering  that  the  aforesaid  Lingon  when  he  was  in  Arn.is 
against  us  he  attempted  with  thirty  horse  to  enter  the  Town  at  high  Noon,  when  we 
bad  at  least  700  foot  and  oO  horse  in  the  Town,  Charged  the  guards  at 
Gate,  Slew  fonr  of  our  men,  and,  had  lie  not  Itcen  repulsed  by  the  resolution  of  that 
Guard  had  entered,  assured  that  upon  his  ai)pearance  in  the  Town  the  Inhai'irants 
woitld  rise  to  join  with  him  against  the  Garrison  ;  Whereupon  the  Town  Major 
immediately  repaired  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kayinond  then  Comniander  in  Cliief 
(the  Governor  being  absent  luiA  ing  sumnumcd  in  all  tbc  Cavaliers  of  tbe  Hundred 
of  Wormelow  to  meet  hint  at  New  Inn  to  give  liim  an  account  of  their  Names, 
Qualities,  abodes  and  liu>iness  in  those  parts,  a-<  he  bad  ilone  by  the  Cavaliers  of 
the  IHiiidred  before  ami  acquainted  the  aforesaid  Lieutenant  Colonel  with  those  pas- 
sao-es  Desiring  that  he  would  give  speedy  order  for  his  ai>prehending,  ro 

prevent  any  future  mischief,  which  he  readily  did  unto  the  Captain  of  the  AVatch 
"        »  [Possibly  a  copy  of  the  Ixeport  of  the  Council  of  War  ?] 


I  ■ ;  ( 4  ■ 


■■">•:>  'y 


/X'  \:u-  '  'i  i't'} 
„        r;;.  i.   i.i 'u.''^:' 


COLONF.L  JOHN  r.IRClI. 


141 


who  found  him  drinking  Suck  in  n  Common  Inn  called  tlic  Falcon,  with        Isaac  lO-lG. 
liromwich  and  M""  Ifaibcrt  rarrett,  both  of  the  Conimittoo. — The  Captain  of  the     October  0. 
"Watch  sent  up  to  speak  with  M""  Lingon  and        Bromwieh.    The  Captain  of  the  [Kejiort  of 
Watch  told  them  his  business:  Lingon  demanded  by  what  order  he  came,  and  what  ^''^  Hereford 
he  was— The  Captain  then  replied  he  was  Captain  of  the  Watch— But      Bromwieh  Committee.] 
told  him,  he  knew  no  man  that  had  anything  to  do  to  take  any  man  a  prisoner. 

Expressing  to  him  much  violent  language  and  carriage  and  refused  to  let  the 
Prisoner  go  along  with  him — unless  he  did  jtroeure  an  order  under  hands,  Not- 
withstanding which  the  Captain  of  the  Watch  uiHlcrstanding  that  they  were 
Committee  men  was  so  modest  as  to  forbear  Disputes,  but  left  him  with  them,  and 
came  and  acquainted  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  with  these  passages.  He  considering  , 
the  nature  of  his  offences,  not  knowing  the  intent  of  his  coming  to  Tc^mi  armed, 
nor  the  event  of  this  drunken  Bout,  gave  a  second  order  (and  that  in  writing)  for  his 
being  secured — With  which  order  the  Captain  of  the  Watch  went  again  and 
required  Lingon  to  go  along  with  him  ;  M'hom  though  seemingly  willing:  ^M''  Brom- 
wieh would  not  suffer :  But  holding  him  often  repeated.  Thtui  sb.alt  not  go,  Thou 
shalt  not  go — And  witli  all  reproached  the  Captain  of  the  Watch,  with  Scurrilous 
Language  calling  him:  Busy,  troublesome,  saucy  fellow,  but  laying  violent  hands  upon 
him  thrust  him  as  if  he  would  have  fallen  upon  him.  Whereupon  the  Cai)tain  of 
the  Watch  wished  him  to  forbear.  Or  otherwise  he  had  po\N  er  to  call  up  his  Guards. 
M'"  Bromwieh  presently  replied,  And  I  have  power  to  raise  the  Slieriff's,  Constal^les, 
Churchwardens,  and  other  Officers  of  the  County  to  l)eat  you  all  out  of  the  Country. 
Nor  was  this  all,  But  he  reviled  the  Officers  of  the  Garrison,  Saying  they  were 
Cowards,  for  when  any  occasion  is  to  tight  You  know  all  how  to  run  away  :  J^f 
Parrett  perceiving  the  Captain  of  the  Watcli  and  the  Soldiers  with  liim  much  dis- 
contented, Desired  him  to  bear  with  M''  Bromwieh,  for  (said  he)  you  may  perceive 
that  he  hath  drttnk  very  hard— But  that  if  he  would  let  the  Cavalier  alone,  he 
would  see  him  forthcoming:  The  Captain  of  the  Watch  came  and  repeated  all  this 
to  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  who  adnnring  these  carriages  and  passages  out  of  Pespect 
to  the  Committee  repaired  to  them  and  ac(|uainted  them  with  all  these  proceedings. 
—  And  withal  gave  the  Capt^  of  the  Watch  special  commands  to  execute  his  Older 
— In  the  Interim  the  Governor  returned  (it  being  aluint  fonr  of  the  Clock  in 
the  Evening),  imto  whom  the  Lientcnarit  Colonel  witli  divers  other  Oiiiccrs 
went,  Who  in  the  relation  of  these  things,  was  interrnpted  by  the  sudden  and 
hasty  return  of  us,  A  great  broil  and  tunuilt  that  he  found  l)etwcen  Bronn\  icb, 
Lingon,  and  others  fighting  in  the  Inn  :Many   people  running  in,  and  running 

forth  This  was  seconded  with  the  same  relation  from  others,  that  the  Soldiers 

^  they  were  called  Cowards,  and  threatened  to  be  beat  out  of 
the  Countv,  were  ready  to  betake  them  to  their  Anns  — The  Ciovernor  and  those 
Officers  with  him.  Doubting  the  event  of  this  Tunnill ,  and  gntherin-  to-ether  of 
People  at  this  Season  (being  the  livening  feared  some  tifachen.us  doiuii  to 
he  working  in  tlie  Garrison  by  means  of  thi>  ( 'avalier,  ^\■hiell,  heeau>e  he  could 
not  bring  to  pass  at  his  fir>t  meeting  tlie  Town  Major,  he  took  his  opporHinity 
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when  it  was  night:  Immediately  therefore  commanded  the  Captain  of  the  Watch  to 
do  his  endeavours  to  (piiet  the  SoUliers  and  appease  tlie  Tumult  ;  Strengthen  and  he 
ready  with  his  Guards,  anft  bring  away  Lingon  ]^e>iriiig  the  Officers  then  j)re.-eiit 
to  stay,  and  the  rest  to  1)e  sent  for  to  advise  what  M  as  best  to  be  done.  "When  tlicy 
were  come  together  many  thoughts  were  spent,  and  the  circumstances  of  things 
taken  into  consideration  :  To  wit  the  Potent  number  of  Cavaliers,  most  of  them 
very  lately  in  Arms  against  the  Parliament  and  those  very  ])opular  and  of  great 
interest  in  City  and  County,  Particularly  of  this  Cavalier  whose  family  and  person 
are  very  well  known  to  have  very  great  inllucncc  upon  both.  Tlie  late  threats  that 
were  heard  daily  from  Town  and  Countiy,  Their  admired  Jollity,  nnd  frequent 
drunken  meetings,  and  that  Avhieli  tilled  them  the  more  with  Jealousy,  that  he  was 
defended  against  Justice  by  those  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee;  one  of  them  making 
it  much  of  his  business  to  countenance  delinquents,  and  to  v/hom  drunkenness  was 
no  new  thing.  And  the  other  at  a  drinking  bout  asked  one  then  present  if  he 
looked  like  a  Roundhead,  The  other  being  amaze^  at  his  question,  was  silent,  Jjut 
M'"  Pan-att  proceeded  with  this  Oath  (God's  Wounds),  I  am  no  Eoundhead,  never 
was,  neither  ever  will  be  one — And  further  considering  the  Major  lately  sworn  in 
the  Governor's  absence  was  a  Captain  against  the  Parliament,  and  now  a  bitter 
enemy  familiar  with  the  aforesaid  Lingon  and  his  family,  and  one  who  had  great 
power  with  the  City,  and  then  the  late  acts  of  Delinquents  a7id  Cavaliers  of  their 
own  party  imd  strength,  distingtiishing  them  by  White  Piblnands  '  at  the  fair,  and 
their  often  giving  forth  that  they  doubted  not  but  to  have  a  Day  or  time  for  it 
again,  And  whether  this  was  the  intended  time  by  all  these  circumstances  as  it  was 
somewhat  feared,  Which  l)eing  compared  v,  ith  the  late  strange  insolencies  of  some 
Townsmen  and  Coiuitrymen  towards  the  Soldiery  upon  the  last  occasion  'i'hc 
Officers,  fully  knoAving  the  danger  th«\v  were  in,  Concluded  it  was  their  Duty  to 
endeavour  the  full  discovery  and  the  bottom  of  these  Passages,  and  therefore 
thought  good  to  send  to  speak  with  Promwich,  from  whom  they  hoi>ed  probably 
to  receive  some  satisfaction,  at  least  concerning  these  words  he  spoke.  Whereupon  a 
Captain  from  that  Board  was  sent  to  liim  but  instead  of  com.ing  along  with  him.  he 
burst  forth  in  swearing  against  him,  Asking  him  if  he  would  drink  with  any  man, 
and  if  he  must  drink  any  more  he  would  drink.  At  last  perceiving  the  Council  of 
War  had  sent  to  sjjcak  with  him  and  that  the  Cai)tain  was  earnest  to  have  him  go 
alon^  with  him,  'SV  l>romwich  spoke  as  it'  he  himself  had  knowledge  and  had  a  hand 
in  some  Design  against  the  Garrison,  and  that  thongh  they  were  ])reventcd  at  this 
opportunity,  yet  there  would  come  a  time,  wlu  tvin  (^saith  he)  We  shall  cool,  and  order 
you  aU.  The  Captain  brought  him  to  the  Council  of  War,  and  informed  these 
thin o-s  of  him  upon  Oath;  Then  AP  P>romwich  was  de>ire(l  to  come  in,  and  the 
Governor  standing  up  told  him  that  he  A\as  intrusted  by  the  Parliament  for  the 


^  White  iukle-sti  ings  were  to  be  the  bad^e  of  the  Cavaliers  in  Yeomans's  plot  at 
Bristol  and  in  Waller's  plo!  in  London  (Viears,  God  in  the  M( )unt,  L'T^^,  i)^?.)  White 
ribbons  wvre  als  >  worn  by  the  Wikshire  t;;nl'nien.  (Sprigge, 
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preservation  of  tliat  City  and  C')unty  for  tlieir  svrvitf  iiuil  th:ir  he  was  liaMc  to  <rive  1040. 
an  account  with  liis  life  ior  tlie  niiscarriairc  of  eitlu  r,  ami  tlicrrfori'  that  it  C( 'lueriicil     Octohi^'r  '•. 
liim  to  take  Cognizance  of  all  word:?"  and  actic^ns  tliat  tended  tliereto,  Oi'  wlueli  [Ueport  ff 
nature  this  day  had  produced  many  from  him,  and  tlicrefore  the  ])reseiit  Hoard  llervfoid 
desired  to  know  of  the  Cleaning  and  licason  of  such  words  and  actions.    But  he  ConmiiitLi.J 
immediately  told  them  he  Avould  make  them  no  answer,  l>ut  wliatsocver  lie  had  done, 
he  would  answer  it  before  the  high  Cotu-t  of  Tarliamcnt,  "Which  all  tlie  Ollicers 
very  readily  assented  unto — and  said  (with  all  our  heart).   Thereupon  being  to  be 
dismissed,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  War,  and  going 
forth  of  the  doors  he  turned  himself  suddenly  to  the  Governor  (then  Prf>idcnt  of 
that  Court)  as  if  he  had  forgoi  some  of  his  business,  and  came  up  close  with  a 
louder  voice  than  before:  spake  to  him  :  As  for  you,  Sir,  I  shall  answer  you  in  any 
ground  of  England,  "Which  words  with  the  manner  of  tlieir  delivery  gave  occasion 
to  debate  the  business  anew,  But  in  regard  of  the  late  Tumult  (not  knowing  what 
this  night  would  produce,)  it  was  conceived  best  to  adjourn  their  business  till  the 
next  day  to  consider  further  of  it,  And  every  Ofliccr  in  repairing  to  his  Quarters 
should  see  all  things  to  be  in  quietness  and  good  order  in  the  Town  and  Garrison.  In. 
the  nrean  time  as  it  follows  in  course  to  any  that  appeals,  M""  Bromwich  should  go  to 
his  Chamber,  and  there  stay  until  further  order.    The  next  day  the  Oihcers  met 
together;  consulted  what  way  they  could  best  convey  !^['"  Bromwich  to  London, 
according  to  his  appeal,  and  to  draw  up  his  Charge,  which  was  to  be  grounded  upon 
the  breach  of  those  articles  which  they  were  bound  to  keej)  inviolate.  And  one  of 
those  by  him  broken,  as  they  humbly  considereil,  was  the  7"'  article:  Which  saith, 
That  whosoever  shall  by  words  or  Gesture  affront  or  menace  that  Comt  shall  die  for 
the  same.   Which  Crime  of  his  vrith  tlic  rest  of  his  Accu>aLion  they  have  liumbly 
presented  with  him  to  the  high  Court  of  Parlam'^ 
Ex"":  Edward  Winton. 


The  clumsy  manner  in  wliicli  tliis  aflair  is  apparently  communl-  [Birdi's 
cated  from  the  country  committee  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
the  Two  Kingdoms  leaves  this  impression:  that  it  was  nnich  easier 
to  excite  the  ahirm  of  tlie  oflicers  of  tlie  garrison  than  to  quell  the 
strong  feeling  amounting  to  liope  tliat  the  lioyalists  still  cherished 
in  their  favourite  champion  ;  that  it  required  all  the  diligence  and 
forbearance  as  well  as  energy  of  the  governor  to  keep  the  uuistery 
that  he  had  gained.  But  let  impartial  justice  plead  for  ]]ireh. 
Baffled  and  defied,  under  the  recent  ju-ovocations  of  Lingen  and  the 
sudden  revelations  effected  by  inebriety,  disclosing  the  secrets  of  the 
heart  before  his  a^^embl<.'d  council  of  ^var,  he  st^inl  a  memorable 
exemplification  of  the  truih  of  that  }UN;Veib  whicli  has  received  and 


144 


MILlTAIiY  MKMOIR  OF 


1G46. 

October  G. 


[Bromw'icli 
arrested,] 


[Birch's  diffi- 
culty a])Out 
lliiui})lircys.] 


shall  retain  tlie  sanction  of  ages,  lie  that  is  slow  to  anger  is  better 
than  the  mighty,  and  ]ie  that  mleth  his  spirit  than  he  that  taketli  a 
city."^  Great  as  ^Yerc  the  advantages  that  Birch  had  gained  by 
courage  over  his  enemies,  by  self-mastery  he  had  obtained  a  victory 
over  himself.  If  l^oe,  as  his  secretary,  was  present  at  this  scene  at 
the  council  board,  he  obtained  a  more  sticking  praclical  proof  of  tlie 
actual  superiority  of  his  master  than  all  the  laudatory  material  with 
which  his  pages  are  garnished. 

But  whatever  credit  may  be  due  to  tlie  wise  forbearance  of  tlie 
governor  upon  this  occasion,  it  is  evident  that  insubordination  such 
as  that  of  Bromvrich  could  "not  pass  unnoticed  ;  and  it  was  so 
severely  dealt  with  by  the  cotincil  of  wxir,  [that  while  his  appeal 
to  the  Houses  vras  allowed  he  was  sent  up  prisoner  to  Londun  as 
having  incurred  sentence  of  death.  Being  however  a  man  of  some 
position,  and  a  cousin  of  Lord  Scudamore's,  he  had  friends  in  the 
county  vrho  resented  the  proceedings  of  Birch,  and  the  affair  became 
serious.  It  was  taken  up  by  Sir  Bobert  ILirlcy  with  much  eager- 
ness. In  opposition  to  the  version  of  the  transaction  wdiich  had 
been  forwarded  by  the  governor  au'l  oflicers,  he  presented  a  pctllion 
from  the  oTand  jury  of  tlie  county,  undertaking  to  prove  the  charge 
contained  in  it  against  Birch :  a  petition  was  also  read  from  some 
of  the  Hereford  commiltee,  and  the  wdiole  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  the  House,  Bromwich  being  discharged  by  tlm 
Speaker  upon  his  parole.  The  result  remains  as  yet  undiscovered, 
and  the  aiiair  was  probably  compromi-ed  ;  but  it  nuist  have  occa- 
sioned Birch  a  good  deal  of  trouble.  But  tliis  was  not  all.  About 
the  same  time,  and  perhaps  forming  part  of  these  very  complaints 
against  the  governor,  the  previous  misconduct  of  one  of  his  oflicers 
durincT  the  siei^e  of  Goodrich  was  bruu2;ht  before  the  House,  and 
must  have  added  to  his  many  annoyances.] 

Xo  L^'eater  truth  was  ever  uttered  by  human  sagacity  respecting 
the  future  tlian  that  already  alluded  to,  w]d(di  tlie  defeated  veteran, 
seated  upon  his  drum,  uttered  in  the  Held  at  Stow.    The  repeated 

"  I'rovcrlts  xvi.  3-. 
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allusion  to  tliis  may  perhaps  be  excused,  as  it  was  constantly  verified 
long  after  Bircli  had  laid  down  his  governorship,  taken  his  seat, 
and  attempted  to  go  into  comparative  retirement.  His  next  uneasi- 
ness came  from  his  own  party  and  his  own  agents.  In  those  days 
it  was  the  custom,  as  the  only  security  at  liand,  to  seek  for  a  written 
protection,  as  the  case  might  be,  either  from  the  Royalist  or  the 
opposite  power.  Thus  tlie  Eoyalist  officer  at  Goodrich,  wliile  he  [Protections.] 
had  the  command,  would  extend  his  protection  in  writing  to  a 
Parliamentarian,  and  the  Parliamentarian  to  a  Royalist.^  These 
written  productions  were  not  always  available,  but  were  the  best 
things  under  the  circumstances  that  could  be  procured.  They  were 
a  mere  attempt  at  security  ;  but  it  is  quite  evident  that  no  security 
could  be  found  against  brute  force  ;  and  therefore  they  frequently 
proved  of  little  avail.  One  of  these  instances  occurred  in  tlie  case 
of  Birch  himself.  A  ^lajor  Humphreys  in  his  own  regiment,  hard 
driven  as  they  were  for  supplies  during  the  siege  of  Goodrich  Castle, 
laid  his  hands  upon  the  property  of  one  who  had  already  com- 
pounded with  the  Parliament  and  believed  himself  to  be  secure. 
This  person  was  no  other  than  William  Scudamore,  Esquire,  in  the  [Scudamorcs 
parish  of  Ballingham  in  the  hundred  of  Wormelow  near  Ross.  This  ^^.^^^'j 
gentleman  had  been  a  great  suflerer  in  the  Royal  cause.  His  eldest 
son  had  been  killed  in  a  duel  at  Bristol  by  the  notorious  David 
Hyde,  wdiohad  thus  revenged  himself,  in  furious  and  frenzied  s[)ite, 
on  the  mere  name  of  Scudamore,  for  a  quarrel  Avhich  he  had  had 
with  Sir  Barnabas.  Another  had  been  accidentally  shot  at  the  siege 
of  Hereford.  A  third,  on  the  other  hand,  was  spared  to  be  of  service 
to  liim  by  residence  in  the  Parliament's  quarters.  Many  heads  of 
families,  by  this  balance,  wliile  it  increased  the  distress  of  such 
opposition,  were  enabled  to  save  the  wrecks  of  their  property  :  and 

»  [One  of  these  documents  granted  by  Lord  Ilopton  hangs  in  a  frame  in  the 
Council  Room  of  the  Corporation  at  Bath.  Three  others  signed  by  Fairfax,  Crom- 
well, and  Lingcn  are  given  in  Appendix  No.  XXI.  The  proviso  in  one  case,  and  the 
alleged  reason  in  another,  deserve  especial  remark  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the 
condition  of  the  country  under  the  victorious  army.] 
CAMD.  SOC.  U 
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1646.  thus  his  youngest  son,  a  man  of  great  integrity,  as  will  be  seen,  was 
living  securely  as  a  lawyer  in  London.  It  docs  not  appear  from 
which  of  the  Parliamentarian  commanders  the  protection  was 
l^pLrT/s]^  obtained;  but  the  fact  is  certain  that  :\hijor  Ilumplireys,  of  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Birch,  violated  it.  This  immediately  occasioned 
an  outcry  ;  and  in  the  course  of  it  a  variety  of  particulai-s  relating 
to  the  governor  transpired.  The  evidence  of  this  is  found  in  certain 
original  letters  of  James  Scudamore,  Esquire,  of  tlie  Inner  Temple, 
to  his  father  at  Ballingham.  Extracts  are  here  given  from  them 
in  chronological  order,  which  show  the  effect  of  this  annoyance 
to  Colonel  Birch,  extendino-  from  the  sie^e  of  the  castle  to  his  in- 
troduction  into  Parliament  [and  for  several  months  subsequently]  : — 

[Letters of  Jas.  •  t  •• 

Scudamore.]  ,  -       ^  2r.Jumy.  1G46. 

Dears  ffatlier. 

By  my  letter  of  the  22.  of  June  sent  to  rou  by  M""  Sansom,  I  acquainted  you 
with  my  hopes  to  obtain  a  letter  from  ^r""  Pury  of  Glouccst^  to  ColoncU  Birch,  but 
when  I  had  prepared  it,  ready  for  his  sii^ning,  hce  putt  it  off,  and  T^  as  averse  from 
writing  at  all  in  it.  I  did  not  much  insist  uppon,  nor  presse  it  to  him,  understanding 
that  Colonell  Birch  had  given  an  accompt  of  his  disposing  of  the  money,  for  the 
service  of  the  Parliament,  by  his  letter  either  to  the  comittee  of  both  kingdonics,  or 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  howse  of  com'ons,  which  I  am  more  certainly  enquiring  after, 
that  a  petition  may  thereuppon  bee  grounded,  and  the  more  likely  to  bee  granted. 
I  find  by  M""  Cholmeley  that  the  contribution  of  the  countity  is  by  assignement  to 
the  soldier  who  leavies  it,  and  that  the  same  comes  not  in  to  the  hands  of  the 
com'ittee,  soe  that  your  money  will  bee  more  easily  allowed  to  you  out  of  other 
assessem**,  wherein  the  com'ittee  is  to  make  the  allowance,  then  where  the  soldier  is 
to  make  it,  and  this  will  be  more  bencficiall  to  you  then  to  have  the  same  secured 
to  jow  uppon  publicke  faith.  I  must  now  goe  on  in  the  way  of  petition  to  tlie  howse 
of  com'ons,  in  which  S""  Robert  Ilarley  hath  promised  his  assistance,  and  soe  hath 
M' Cholmeley.    ♦   *    ♦  * 


18:  Julij:  1G4G. 

.1  have  searched  but  cannot  yet  find  that  Colonell  Birch  hath  given  anny 
accompt  of  the  disposall  of  the  money  for  the  service  of  the  Parliament,  citlicr  to 
the  Committee  of  both  Kingdoms  or  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  if 
that  could  bee  obtained  it  would  much  expedue  your  busincsse.  If  Sir  R.  II.  huth 
urged  this  to  the  Committee  of  both  Kingdoms  further  than  the  truth  of  the  matter 


r'i.:j]    ■  ■ 
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wonkl  bear^!,  and  mistaken  the  manner  and  circuni,stances  of  it  (as  I  fearc  hcc  bath)  1646. 

it  will  putt  mauT  dirSenltics  both  uppon  himselfc  and  mee,  to  hinder  both  his  own 

J    •         J     •  '   1       *    ^    *    *   '  [I>ettcrsof  Jas. 

desires  and  mine  also.    *         *    *  Scudamore.] 

1:  Ang:  1646. 

♦  *  »  »  -j^g  -^^^y  of  seeking  your  money  was  not  by  way  of  complaint, 
nor  did  the  petition  as  it  was  altered,  from  that  drauglit  I  formerly  sent,  complaino 
thereof,  as  anny  thing  rudely  done  by  the  governour.  *  *  *  j  ]i^yQ  ceene  a  copy 
of  the  governour's  letter  in  answer  to  one  sent  from  tlie  com'ittce  of  both  kingdomes 
to  him  since  the  complaint  about  your  businesse,  and  that  of  the  Oxen;  in  that 
letter  hee  gives  a  positive  accompc  of  the  money  di.>posed  of  for  the  parliament's 
service,  the  sum'e  being  about  200',  and  that  com'ing  to  his  hands  soe  seasonably, 
when  the  contribution  of  the  countrey  did  only  reach  to  pay  the  soldier,  hee  should 
have  thought  himselfe  worthy  blame  if  hcc  had  not  disposed  of  it  as  hee  did,  which 
as  his  letter  affirms  was  done  with  the  privitie  of  the  com'ittee  of  the  county.  Your 
freind  expects  the  report  from  the  com'ittee  of  both  kingdomes  to  the  howse,  wherein 
hee  gives  mee  hopes  that  you  shall  have  your  moneys;  this  report  is  to  bee  made  by 
old  S'  Henry  Vane,  and  is  everj-  day  hoped  for.  I  doe  wait  uppon  your  freind  once 
in  foure  or  five  daies  abouts  this,  and  hee  hath  wislied  I  leave  it  to  him,  and  hee 
will  procure  mee  an  order  for  tlie  money.  *  *  *  *  j  every  day  expect 
an  answer  to  ray  letter  vrxitton  to  a  freind  about  the  protection.  *  *  *  * 
there  is  nothing  in  the  governor's  letter  to  the  com'ittee  of  both  kingdomes  that 
reflects  uppon  you,  more  then  the  bare  narrac'on  of  the  matter,  wherein  hee  hath 
dealt  candidly  vath  you.  I  have  satisfied  his  secretary  here  in  -what  manner  the 
businesse  was  here  carried,  for  the  cleering  of  you,  and  my  selfe,  and  you  will  have  tho 
opportunity  to  doe  it  to  the  governour  your  selfe,  if  it  bee  not  already  done. 


\  29:  Aug:  1G46. 

*  *  *  There  is  yet  noe  report  made  touching  Herefordshire,  and  your 
money,  but  wee  have  still  hnpes  of  something  to  bee  done,  and  your  freind  S""  K:  H: 
putts  mee  weekely  in  fresh  hope?,    ^    *  * 


24:  Octob:  1G46. 

♦  *  *  Since  m^v  com'ing  to  London  S""  Iv:  II:  told  mee,  hee  would  charge - 
Coll:  Birch  in  Parliam^  with  divers  misdemeanors,  &  amongst  others  with  detaining 
your  money;  yesterday  hee  putt  in  his  charge  into  the  com'ons  howse,  which  was 
read  and  (together  with  the  countrcy's  petition  recommended  by  the  justices  at  the 
last  sessions  to  the  members  in  parliam-  for  that  county,  to  bee  tendord  to  the 
howse,)  referred  to  a  com'ittee,  coll:  Birch  to  lee  sent  for  to  answer  tlic  same- 
"Whether  your  money  bee  amongst  the  articles  of  his  chariio  I  know  not,  but  siiall 
this  day  enquire,  and  advertise  you  thereof  by  the  next.  I  find  noe  way  hut  tliis  for 
you  to  come  by  your  money,    ♦    •  ♦ 


Mm 
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^C46-7.  -14:  xov:  1G46.  - 

[Lcttersof  Jaa,  «    •    •    j  conceive  tij)poi)  fui-thcr  con^idcratiun  that  yon  may  have  a  trover 

ycudamore.]  and  conversion  again<t  MajiS'r  Humphreys,  and  the  povernour  also,  if  the  money  came 
to  his  hands,  and  that  you  have  proofe  thereof,  and  that  yon  make  demand  thereof 
from  both  of  thcra  ;  I  knov^e  by  your  former  letters  you  did  it  to  the  governour,  but  if 
you  decLare  against  Major  Humphreys,  you  must  also  make  a  demand  of  him.  "When  I 
■RTote  you  formerly  my  opinion  in  this  case  to  the  contrary,  I  had  then  my  thoughts 
uppon  an  action  of  detinue,  ■where  the  same  thing  in  s[>ccie  is  to  be  recovered,  which 
cannot  bee  of  money,  unlesse  laid  up  in  a  box  or  purse,  v^c.  *  *  *  ♦  The  comittee 
appointed  to  examine  the  charge  against  ColloncU  ]iirch  have  mett  as  yet  but  once;  at 
.  this  sitting  the  charge  was  read,  and  the  orders  of  reference  from  the  bowse  to  the 
com'ittee,  as  also  a  letter  from  the  Collonell  and  councell  of  war  in  justificac'on  of  the 
Bcutence  against  M"^  Bromwich,  shewing  the  necessitie  of  that  severe  sentence,  and 
after  debate  had  thereuppon,  resolved,  that  the  articles  exhibited  by  S''  K:  H".  against 
the  governour  and  the  countrey's  petition  bee  first  taken  into  examinac'on,  and  aftcr- 
T\-ard  the  businesse  concerning  ^M""  BroniAvich.  On  tucsday  come  fortnight  the  governour 
is  to  appeare  by  hiniselfe,  or  some  for  him  to  answer  the  charge.  At  this  sitting  was 
read  some  deposic'ous  taken  at  tlie  councell  of  warr  at  Hereford  against  Bromwich, 
whereby  (if  true)  did  appeare  his  intemperance,  and  rashnesse,  and  unadvised  words, 
at  the  time  when  the  difference  happened,  and  when  bee  came  before  the  councell  of 
warr.    *    *    *  * 

19:  Xbcr  1C46. 

*    *    *    The  businesse  betwixt  S""  R:  H:  Coll:  B[romM-ich]  &  our  governour 
"   ■    goes  on  slowly,  in  respect  of  the  late  sitting  of  the  bowse  of  com'ons.    *    *  * 


Xbcr  2C:  1G46. 

*  *  *  The  businesse  concerning  Collonell  Bromwich  hath  preceeded  the 
other  articles  against  our  goveruoar,  w«''  notwithstanding  goe  on  but  slowly,  and  is 
yet  come  to  noe  conclusion.    *    ♦  * 


Apr:  19:  1C47. 

*  *  *  You  will  doe  well  to  gett  the  proccs  I  sent  downe  last  wceke  executed 
before  the  party  goes  into  Ireland,  x  if  hcc  gives  an  apperance  then  you  may  proceed 
though  bee  bee  absent;  there  is  noc  touching  the  other  defendant,  bee  is  soc  high 
above  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  courts  of  Justice,  whilst  hee  is  a  jndge  in  the  most 
supreme.    *    *  * 

Maij:  31:  1647. 

*  ♦  *  I  fearc  the  ordinance  of  Indemnity,  sent  you  by  M""  Garston,  will 
leave  you  without  remedy  for  your  money  of  Major  Humphries,  there  being  nothing 
done  by  anny  imploied  by  the  parliament,  for  w"'*'  hereafter  they  shall  hapi^u  to  bee 
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(yuestloned,  that  tliey  may  not  give  in  evidence  was  done  for  the  service  of  purliamcnt,  1G47. 
and  this  you  may  remember  was  alleaged  by  the  goveruour,  to  bee  imploied  at  a  time 
of  great  exigency,  to  further  the  reducing  of  Gotheridge  castle,    ♦    *  * 


[Notwitlistanding  however  tlie  appreliensions  of  James  Scudamorc,  [Triumph  of 

the  Com 
mittec.] 


we  find  that  tardy  justice  was  done,  not  as  it  appears  through  the  ^''^ 


representations  of  Harley,  who  had  become  so  obnoxious  to  the 
army  as  to  be  forced,  in  consequence  of  their  remonstrance,  to 
abandon,  on  June  20,  liis  scat  in  tlie  House,  but  through  the 
exertions  of  two  parliamentary  hiwyers  from  Herefordshire  residing 
in  London,  Walter  Kyrle  and  Bennet  Hoskyns.  The  close  of  the 
story  comes  out  in  a  letter  addressed  to  them  by  Miles  Hill,  an 
active  partizan,  who  had,  as  appears  from  Appendix  XX.,  in  the 
preceding  year  been  an  intimate  friend  and  confidential  agent  of 
Birch,  but  now  had  evidently  been  empowered  by  the  country 
committee  to  transact  business  on  the  opposite  side. 
Gentlemen, 

Yo''  foiTner  kindnes  done  for  the  good  of  our  poore  Cownty  I  have  and  shall  at  my  [Letter  of 
retume  gine  Intimac'on  of  to  our  Comittee  and  the  gent,  of  our  Cownty.  I  am  gon  ^iiles  Iliil.J 
downe  thyther  this  day  from  Winsor  w"'  orders  to  remove  the  ffoote  redgments  and 
all  souldiers  what  soever  out  of  our  Cownty  into  Wales,  w^*"' a  Letter  to  Collonell" 
Humpfryes  to  make  restituc'on  for  what  money  have  bine  receaud  in  Lewe  of  q'"ter  to 
those  Inhabitance  that  itt  was  rec"*  from.  *  *  *  hce  [the  General]  have  \\Titten 
to  Colloncll  Humpfryes  concerning  the  forbeariuge  of  Collectinge  of  money  out  of 
our  Cownty  Sc  to  make  the  souldiers  to  be  sivelized. 

This  letter  bears  date  Dec.  3,  which  i'rom  internal  evidence  must 
have  been  in  1G47  :  and  at  that  very  time  the  unfortunate  county 
had  to  pay  an  assessment  of  £G0,000  per  month,  besides  the  ex- 
actions of  the  soldiery  !] 

[But  while  this  untoward  affiilr  was  in  progress.  Birch  had  other  [Other  tran- 
and  very  Important  business  in  hand.]    The  interposition  of  Fairf-tx  ^h-ch.^f 

»  [The  reader  will  have  observed  that  the  former  Major  had  at  this  time  ol»t;iined 
the  colonelcy  of  the  reguncnt.  Birch's  command  was  not  iiuiiicdiately  niiimlled  on 
his  entering  the  House  ;  for  the  self-denying  ordinance  had  fallen  into  disuse  ;  but 
its  provisions  were  re-enacted  on  June  10,  and  in  consequence  Humphreys  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  the  regiment ;  as  Moore  had  already  taken  that  of  the  castle  on 
March  2G.] 
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and  Cromwell  might,  in  the  view  of  stamping  out  the  war,  have 
been  thankfully  received  by  the  lovers  of  peace,  for  the  hope  of  this 
was  now  revived.  Happy  had  it  been  for  them  both  if  this  had 
been  the  consummation  of  tlie  nation's  troubles,  and  the  ashes  of  tlie 
fire  had  not  been  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  the  first  magistrate  of 
the  land.  Such  was  the  feeling  (rightly  founded  or  not)  that 
occupied  the  joyous  hearts  of  those  who  in  after  days  brouglit  back 
the  throne  and  the  Crown.  But  the  population  had  passed  through 
several  stages  since  the  dispute  arose.  In  the  alliteration  of  Hooker 
more  solemnly  employed,  there  had  been  folly,  fury,  and  frenzy, 
the  whole  wrought  up  by  man  and  steel — the  soldier  and  his  sword. 
This  it  was  that  called  for  immediate  action,  embittered  the  whole, 
and  produced  such  alarming  fruits,  that,  if  they  had  not  been  sup- 
pressed, might  have  Involved  all  the  population  in  a  double  ruin. 
Like  the  legions  in  the  days  of  Home,  distress  among  the  swords- 
men of  Britain  at  this  time  threatened  to  overturn  everything. 
[While  the  cases  of  Bromwicli  and  Humphreys  were  pending,  dis- 
sension between  the  Parliament  and  the  army  had  been  on  the 
increase,  and  the  grievances  of  the  soldiery,  though  fomented  by 
some  of  their  leaders  to  serve  the  purposes  of  partizanship  and 
ambition,  had  a  real  foundation  in  the  financial  difliculties  of  those 
to  whom  they  looked  for  subsistence.]  England  had  now  become 
a  scene  of  distraction.  It  could  not  be  otherwise.  The  country 
had  been  exhausted  in  all  its  means.  Not  only  had  it  sufiered  fi-om 
the  violence  of  those  who  were  above  the  laws,  but  it  was  doomxcd 
to  contribute  to  its  tormentors,  and  to  supply  its  best  resources 
towards  their  maintenance.  The  best  cause  had  for  some  time 
been  the  best  pay;  and  this  gives  the  true  reason  just  now  for  the 
extinguishing  of  the  quarrel.  It  was  no  lojigcr  a  question  as  to  the 
supremacy  of  victory.  Tlie  King  had  given  up  the  point,  and 
commanded  the  whole  of  his  adherents  to  lay  down  tlieir  arms. 
Then  were  those  who  had  fouglit  for  him  forced  by  necessity  to  seek 
a  livelihood  v/herever  it  wns  to  be  had.  2^Iultitudes,  inured  to  the 
habits  of  military  life,  when  they  found  no  maintenance  fur  them  in 
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their  former  service,  had  for  some  time  abandoned  it  out  of  necessity,  1647. 
to  seek  it  among  those  whom  -they  had  been  accustomed  to  treat  as 
enemies.  [But  the  Parliamentary  forces  were  tliemsclves  at  tliis  time 
ill-suppliedj  and  becoming  insubordinate.  The  Houses  were  naturally 
anxious  to  terminate  the  existence  of  a  power  which  they  had  no 
longer  occasion  to  use,  but  which  had  grown  into  alarming  im- 
portance, and  began  to  overshadow  their  own  supremacy,  and  to 
thwart  their  cherished  designs.]  The  new  model  had  changed  the 
character  of  the  Array  that  hud  been  employed  to  gain  the  mastery, 
but  had  noT/  become  masters  of  tlie  Houses  in  turn.  It  was 
attempted  to  be  broken  up  and  differently  moulded.  A  portion 
was  to  be  employed  in  a  few  garrisons  that  were  to  be  continued, 
and  the  rest  were  to  disband,  exc(?pt  such  as  were  destined  for 
Ireland.  That  service  was  h.ard.  They  shrunk  from  it.  Great 
numbers  hesitated.  First  was  the  peril  and  misery  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  when  they  had  reconciled  tlicir  reluctance  to  this,  the 
next  difficulty  was  in  what  way  they  were  to  be  ultimately  reconi- 
pensed,  or,  if  this  could  be  provided  for,  by  what  means  could  they 
be  supported  till  they  ^yevQ  disbanded  and  sent  to  their  homes? 

There  was  a  rhyming  adage  prevalent  among  these  bands —  [Discontent  of 

^  the  Army.] 

When  pay-day  comes,  the  soldier  drinks,  and  sings;  ' 
There  is  no  music  without  silver  strings — 

at  once  expressive  of  the  absence  of  it,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
money  was  spent  as  soon  as  it  came  into  their  hands.  This  was  a 
couplet  made  by  some  friend  of  their  condition.  But  that  day  was 
so  often  retarded,  owing  to  the  necessities  and  difficulties  of  those 
to  whom  they  were  to  look,  that  the  music  was  frequently  turned 
into  secret  discontent  or  open  mutiny,  in  detachments  in  dilFcrent 
parts  of  England,  that  threatened  to  be  communicated  to  the  whole 
body  of  armed  men.  They  were  always  in  arrears,  either  through 
difficulty  in  collecting  money,  or  through  rapacity  of  officers  in  mis- 
application of  it :  from  either  or  both  causes  dissatisfaction  arose  ; 
from  dissatisfaction  complaint ;  from  complaint  mutiny.    This  state 
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1647.  of  affairs  was  gradually  increasing  when  Bircli  entered  into  ilic 
House  of  Commons  [and  the  near  prospect  of  service  in  Ireland 
greatly  aggravated  the  bitterness  of  the  feeling].  Tlicy  were  per- 
suaded by  Cromwell  and  Ireton  that  the  Parliament  intended  to 
cheat  them  of  their  arrears,  and  to  send  them  to  be  destroyed  by 
the  Irish.  The  army  was  enraged :  disorders  took  place.  [In  the 
early  part  of  June  the  Parliament  made  an  effort  to  appease  their 
dissatisfaction.]  Birch,  as  the  great  accountant  of  the  day,  was 
chairman  of  one  of  the  Committees  [at  Windsor,  Goodvrin  presiding 
at  the  other] ,  before  whom  all  the  reckonings  of  the  army  passed, 
and  through  whose  hands  the  money  flowed  that  vras  to  appease  this 
frenzy,  while  he  would  help  to  proclaim  a  general  amnesty.  Their 
'  -  arms  would  then  drop  from  their  grasp,  and  all,  save  a  certain 
established  number  at  home,  and  tliose  that  declared  for  Ireland, 
would  be  released  from  service. 

[BircVsac-  ^mid  the  attempted  satisfaction  of  a  frcncral  settlement  a  trait  is 
counts  passed.]  i    .      i      i  -i  r     ^  i   •       i  -i 

discoverable  in  the  daii}^  statements  or  what  passed  m  tliat  council 

where  gold  was  tossed  about  by  thousands,  and  each  was  zealous  to 
claim  his  rightful  share.    On  the  16th  of  June  appear  these  entries 
'     "  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  : — 

Ordered,  bv  the  Lords  and  Commons  assembled  in  Parliament,  That  Colonel  Jo?i?i 
Bircli,  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  shall  have  the  Public  Faith  of  the 
-  -  Kingdom  of  27/^^7 Zcn^rZ,  for  the  Sum  of  Four  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  Seven  Pounds, 

Seven  Shillings,  and  Four  Pence  ;  being  approved  of  and  allowed  to  him  upon  tiic 
Stating  of  his  Accompt  by  the  Connnittce  of  Accompts,  in  full  of  all  Sums  of 
Money  and  Demands  nov7  due  unto  him  from  the  Parliament  and  Kingdom  of 
,  England. 

Ordered,  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  assembled  in  Parliament,  That  Mr.  Francis 
Knight,  at  the  sign  of  The  Golden  Loch,  in  Cheapeside,  London,  Mercer,  shall  have 
the  Public  Faith  of  this  Kingdom,  for  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  and  Fifty  Pounds, 
lent  by  Colonel  John  Birch,  now  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  others, 
unto  Qolono].  Thomas  Essex,  at  BristoU,  the  Fifteenth  day  of  December,  One 
Thousand  Six  Hundred  and  Forty  Tavo  ;  and  likewise  for  tlie  Interest  due  for  the 
said  Sum,  from  the  Time  of  the  I-ending  thereof,  until  the  same  shall  be  paid 
unto  him. 

[His  great  So  it  is  now  apparent  more  than  ever  that  the  original  views 

motive.]         -^yl^ich  occasionally  break  forth  throughout  the  v/ar  were  entertained 
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during  the  whole  of  it, — that  it  was  considered  in  the  light  of  trade  i'>^''>. 
from  beginning  to  end — of  profit  and  loss.  Birch's  abilities  from 
the  first  ^vere  confined  to  a  sole  object;  the  great  leaning  of  his 
inclination  in  one  word  w^as  acquisitiveness."  AVith  that  he  set 
out  as  a  merchant,  and  that  he  never  lost  sight  of.  Accordingly  he 
permitted  no  opportunity  to  escape  him.  He  had  money  embarked 
in  trade  at  Bristol.  His  view^s  and  pursuits  were  changed  by  the 
troubles  of  his  country  ;  but,  having  once  seen  his  point,  he  fairly 
made  his  way  to  it  tlirough  his  only  resource,  the  dint  of  steel. 
He  lent  his  money  to  the  best  security  and  some  of  the  highest 
interest  that  could  be  obtained.  He  became  a  creditor  at  8  per 
cent.,  the  current  and  enormous  interest  oficred  by  the  State;  and 
so  he  continued  creditor  to  it  while  military  manoeuvres  were 
necessary  to  support  it.  But  this  was  not  his  only  object.  What 
had  thus  been  gained  must  be  if  possible  preserved.  When  once 
he  had  obtained  the  summit  of  his  ambition,  where  we  now  see 
him,  by  a  dexterous  stroke  of  policy  he  took  advantage  of  the 
moment,  and  availed  himself  of  the  purchase  of  episcopal  land.  The 
principal  was  thus  secured  upon  the  best  ground  that  in  tlie  pos- 
sessor's estimation  the  condition  of  the  times  would  afford ;  safety, 
when  property  w^as  changing  hands,  being  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel 
Birch,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  best  built  upon 
ecclesiastical  possessions.  In  this,  according  to  the  notions  then 
entertained  by  him,  he  did  not  consider  that  he  would  be  accused 
of  injustice  ;  though  by  another  rcvohition  of  the  wheel  that  notion 
came  to  be  reversed,  [The  following  extracts  from  the  corre- 
spondence already  quoted  relate  to  the  progress  of  this  aflairj  : — 

24:  Octob:  IGIG. 

I  herewith  send  you  the  or.Unanees  for  aboli.-liin^  l-^piscopacy,  cS:  vcsiiiip:  (-Lpttcrs of  J-'- 
theh- hands  in  trustees  to  bee  disposed  as  hotli  houses  shall  appoint;  there  is  now  JScu(h\niore 
another  ordinance  drawne,  and  in  iia-^siii^;  that  aj^pciuts  a  sale  to  bee  made,  assoone  to  his  laihcr.J 
as  'tis  published  you  shall  have  ilic  ordinanee  sent  to  you  ;    *    •  • 
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1649.  7:  Apr:  iCiO 

[Letters of  Jas.  *    *    *    J  desire  your  panlou  for  not  {riviii.ir  you  more  particular  sati>facriori 

Scudamore.]  in  the  Coll:''  contract,  then  hitherto  I  have  done,  the  reason  was,  that  the  Clarkca 
will  not  vvirhout  order  give  anny  copies,  &  all  that  I  could  cany  away  in  memory, 
nppon  search  of  the  survey,  I  have  heretofore  acquainted  you  with,  J  shall  search, 
Sc  as  much  as  I  can  certainly  carry  in  my  memory,  J  will,  but  I  cannot  bee  suflcrcd 
to  carry  away  notes,  k  it  will  be  hard  to  remember  sum'es  6i  multitude  of  other 
particulars,  for  your  full  satisfaction,  so  as  to  give  you  a  good  ground  to  make  an 
offer  thereuppon  to  the  colloncll.  J  fmd  that  the  coUoncU  is  engaged  to  another  for 
his  whole  contract,  Sc  that  it  is  not  yet  fully  concluded,  but  as.'-oone  as  it  is,  I  shall 
have  notice  of  it,  shall  liavc  the  refusal  of  Shellwick  mannor  ;  the  mannors  for 
w^^  hee  contracted  are,  Eaton  BB:,  Hampton,  Tuppesley,  Barton,  Shclwick,  with 
the  pallace  of  Rercf:  the  scitcs  of  all  these,  ic  the  demesnes  hee  had  within  his  con- 
tract, except  the  demesnes  of  Shelwick,  and  the  scite  of  Tuppesly,  which  the  lessee 
thereof  in  possession,  hath  bought,  the  rents  of  the  coppyholds  in  Shelwick,  as  hee 
saith,  are  4.'  p'.  ami',  being  copyholds  of  inheritance  sibi  ct  suis,  paying  heriotts, 
the  fines  ccitified  to  bee  unccrtaiue,  but  hee  bcleivcs  the  fines  are  cortaine,  the 
surveiors  therein  mistaken. 

The  coll:  asked  mee,  whether  you  had  not  some  copyholds  there  of  good  value,  I 
told  him  I  knew  not  of  anny  ;  after  Tuesday  hec  hath  appointed  mee  to  come  to  him, 
&  then  I  shall  heare  Col.  Birches  answer  touching  your  money,  wherein  Coll: 
Biich  told  him,  that  hee  should  doe  anny  thing  with  him,  I  find  by  him,  that  Coll: 
Birch  is  not  his  chapman  for  this  contract  of  the  bisliops  lands,  but  some  one  else, 
brought  to  him  by  a  broker,  to  whom  he  com'ittcd  the  care  of  his  businc-se,  v.\:  hec 
beleives,  that  Coll:  Birch,  having  laid  out  much  at  Whitborne,  &  v.ith  the  ]Carle 
of  Monmouth,  for  bowses  here  in  London,  hec  hath  noe  more  money  yet  ready  for 
Rnny  more  pu] 


irchascs.  ♦  * 


chases  ep^i^ CO-      L^J  ^^^^  following  spring,  however,  the  Colonel's  finances  were 
pal  property.]  so  recovered  that  on  Feb.  22,  1649-50,  he  became  the  purchaser  of 
the  Palace^  at  Hereford,  and  the  Bishop's  manors  of  Shelwick, 
Barton,  Tupsley,  Bishop's  Eaton,  Bisliop's  Hampton,  and  Sugwas, 
for  the  sum  of  2,475/.  12^.  The  possessor  already  of  AVhit- 

*  Colonel  Edward  Harley,  as  appears  from  another  letter. 

[Birch  had  occupied  the  Palace  on  the  capture  of  Ilcreford.  According  to 
Wood  (xVthen.  Oxon.  ii.  G23)  he  purchased  but  one  half,  Capt.  Silas  Taylor  having 
the  other;  and  the  governor  subsctiucntly  divided  it  into  two  dwelling-houses.  On 
taking  up  his  residence  there  ho  permitted  the  beggars,  no  doubt  numerous  at  that 
time,  to  occupy  the  rooms  of  the  Vicars  Choral  in  the  adjoining  "  College."— Bark.^- 
dale,  Xympha  Libethri-,  CO.] 

c  Rawliuson  MSS.  Bibl.  Bodl. 
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bourne,  a  country  residence  attached  to  tlic  see,  which  had  been     loiO— 50. 
previously  sold  to  oi-ier  parties  for  1,348/.  IO5.  0./.,  he  thus  estab- 
lished himself  among  the  resident  landowners  of  Herefordshire.'^] 

Colonel  Birch  has  been  traced  to  the  hiMie^t  summit  to  whiedi  he  [Hi.- .^u^^c- 
attained;  but  the  natural  curiosity  of  a  succeeding  generation  may 
without  censure  be  allowed  to  indulge  a  wish  to  be  informed  of  the 
part  that  he  took  througiiout  in  tliis  elevation,  and  how  he  acquitted 
himself  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  That  remainder  was  suf-  , 
ficiently  occupied  with  storms  of  state.  Xo  common  talent  could 
have  enabled  liim  to  have  encountered  the  changes  and  perils  of 
them  all.  Burnet  insinuates  that  he  was  deficient  in  judgment. 
How  far  this  may  have  obtained  in  higher  political  matters  must  be 
left  to  a  better  acquaintance  witli  his  character,  and  a  deeper  know- 
ledge of  what  befel  liim  tlian  has  occurred  to  the  present  writer.  To 
him  he  appears  to  have  been  an  able  speculator,  with  a  clear  head, 
and  as  bold  an  actor  in  carrying  out  what  he  liad  decided  upon  ; 
and  he  seems  to  have  succeeded  in  his  projects,  and  steered  his  way 
tlirough  the  obstacles  that  the  nature  of  the  times  opposed  to  him, 
with  as  much  worldly  advantage  as  any  of  his  contemporaries,  and 
without  running  into  tlie  excesses  and  diillcuhies  that  oper;ited  to 
the  disadvantage  of  many  others.  Some  of  tliese  trammels  indeed 
it  seemed  impossible  for  the  most  careful  to  avoid,  but  his  skill  in 
extricating  himself  from  them  appears  to  have  been  as  eminent  as 
the  daring  wdiich  at  first  led  him  into  danger,  and  his  presence  of 
mind  to  have  been  always  equal  to  the  occasion.  If  he  was  shrewd 
in  forming,  he  was  honest  and  bold  in  expressing,  his  opinions. 
This  will  account  for  the  risks  that  he  ran,  and  the  way  in  which 
lie  evaded  them  during  the  Protectorate,  to  which  he  was  personally 
opposed,  his  passing  unhurt  through  the  crisis  in  -wiuch  he  was 
entangled  by  the  defeat  at  Worcester,"'  and  his  bold  demonstration 

*  Note  .33. 

^  [His  escape  in  rhis  insiance  must  haw  been  a  uari-ow  ore.  J'roni  tlic  ori<:iTial 
depositions  (Conij.o^ition  Papers.  Ser.  1.  xcvii.,  481  tl  !<c'i'i.)  it  nii-ii(  bo  thou-hi 
that  Bireh  and  hi>  brod.cr  ^^aiiiiicl,  tlic  Majiu",  atteiukd  Charles  II.  at  Wi>rcc,-t(.r  on 


\ 
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in  favour  of  King  Williain  on  tlic  progress  of  the  latter  to  the 
abdicated  throne ;  while  his  general  bearing  among  the  people  in 
the  parts  in  which  he  settled  has  been  characterised  by  Berry,  the 
inajor-general  who  watched  over  tlic  di:;trlct  under  C)liver's  scru- 
tinizing inquiries,  and  in  the  days  of  spies  and  informers.  Two 
centuries  have  passed  away,  but  the  traces  of  these  transactions, 
scattered  amonGi;  a  multitude  of  authorities  and  references,  have  not 
been  altogether  lost.  They  are  to  a  certain  extent  recoverable, 
though  they  resemble  a  chain  that  had  been  snapped  at  intervals, 
the  links  of  which  could  not  tor  a  time  be  restored.  A  portion  has 
■  already  been  given  from  original  materials.  To  these  may  finally 
be  added  an  abstract  from  a  summary  already  in  print.^  It  has 
been  adverted  to  in  the  outset  of  tlils  volume,  but  seeins,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  to  be  a  fair  and  able  exposition  of  the  whole.  The  sketch  of 
the  late  Thomas  Ilcywood,  Esquire,  my  literary  acquaintance  and 
fellow-labourer,  has  partly  relieved  me  from  some  dilhcuhics  of 
reference,  and  the  industry  and  research  he  has  shown  in  tlio 
collection  of  a  great  variety  of  minute  particulars,  some  of  which 
are  omitted  as  already  noticed,  arc  deserving  of  a  place  in  the 
winding-up  of  this  story. 

"  We  need  not  follow  Birch  throiip;li  tl:o  rears  1G40,  7,  8,  opposed  to  Cromwell, 
[Ilcjwood's  j^p^i,-,,,  Massey,'^  finnlv  with  the  rre-^hvtenaiis.— Kirch,  after  Dcccmhcr  0,  10-18, 
summary  of  ="  "     ,      ,  ,         r'-.^  ,  , 

Birch's  later     '^^'^'^  ^^^^  into  privacy.    lu  the  dcliatc  oL  J'eurnary  10,  U')72-:),  he  states  that  his 

life.]  fuTOness  in  supporting  the  King  and  the  covenant  had  caused  him  twenty-one  im- 

prisonments. He,  to  a  certain  degree,  assisr*  d  Charles  the  Second  in  If,:,!  ;  th(>y 
■were  seen  riding  together  in  Worcester  the  day  before  the  hatile,<^  and  Birch  alludes 
to  this,  when  in  the  deliate  just  referred  to  he  says,  '  I  had  Tievev  gone  tu  the  King  at 
Worcester  hut  with  sincere  intentions.'    Burnet  says,  '  Colonel  Birch  was  a  man  of 

com])ulsion;  hut  it  was  perhaps  so  arranged  to  save  appearances.  Unfortuna.tely 
the  }»apcrs  arc  damaged  hy  daini).] 

*  Diary  of  Bev.  Henry  Xewcmne,  edited  \>\  Thomas  HeyMtxxl,  K^i.,  F.S.A. 
(Chetham  Society.) 

^  []\rassey,  however,  did  not  like  him,  us  appears  hy  a  k  tter  fmm  hini  to  Sir 
E.  Hyde,  rvfarch  115,  l'",:/.»,  in  \shieh,  after  s]icuking  hii^lily  of  t!:e  llaiKys,  lie  adds 
"  "  only  is  likely  to  pri»\c  a   liad  iiayina>ter.    I  nicane  col.  Bireli,  a  \ilc 

man." — Thurlue,  vii.  ^^):».] 

f  [Thursday,  Aug.  2>.    Tiie  l-atile  wa.^  on  Sept.  3, J 
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a  peculiar  chnmcter.    lie  had  been  a  carrier  at  fust,  and  retained  still,  even  to  an 
affectation,  the  clownishncss  of  his  education.    lie  got  up  in  the  pro^^rcss  of  the  war 
to  be  a  colonel,  and  to  be  concerned  in'the  Excise.    And  at  the  Kcstoration  he  was 
found  to  be  so  useful  in  managing  the  Excise,  that  he  was  put  in  a  good  post.  lie 
was  the  roughest  and  boldest  speaker  in  the  house,  and  talked  in  the  language  and 
phrases  of  a  carrier,  but  with  a  beauty  and  eloquence  that  was  always  acceptable.  I 
heard  Coventry  ^  say,  he  was  the  best  speaker  to  carry  a  popular  assembly  before  him 
that  he  had  ever  known.    He  spoke  always  with  much  life  and  heat.    But  judgment 
was  not  his  talent.'  Birch  sat  for  Eeomiuster  IG  lt),  and  during  the  kregular  duration 
of  the  Long  Parliament,  and  in  the  years  1G54  and  lCi58,  he  was  returned  for  the  same 
borough.    For  his  proceedings  as  member  we  refer  to  Burton's  Diary  ;  they  were 
sufilcieutly  exasperating  to  the  government.     Bogers,  the  Governor  of  Hereford, 
writes  to  Cromwell,  ]March  17,  luoi  (Thurloe),^  '  In  pursuance  of  your  last  orders  I 
have  secured  scverall  disaffected  persons,  and  scazed  many  serviceable  horses.  Col. 
Birch  coming  hither  now  in  the  niidle  of  the  assizes  (the  city  being  very  full  of  all 
sortes  of  people)  gave  out  before  the  Judges,  as  they  themselves  told  me,  that  the 
present  insurrections  (Salisbury  &;  the  rest)  did  not  consist  of  cavaliers,  but  a  company 
of  silly  quakers,  with  some  other  discontented  persons.    He  also  told  me  the  same,  Sc 
added  further,  that  the  greatest  matter  was  our  o^^^le  jealosies  .fe  feares.  Considering 
this,  and  what  we  know  of  his  carriadge  when  the  Scots  were  in  Worcester,  Sc  his 
behaviour  of  late,  I  feared  sucli  speeches  were  coales  cast  abroad  to  kindle  divisions 
among  the  good  people  here,  and  to  hinder  iheir  uTiiting  against  the  comon  enimy. 
I  thought  it  my  duty  for  the  safety  &  peace  of  these  partes,  &  agreeable  to  your 
former  orders,  to  secure  him;  which  I  have  done,  and  as  his  sword  was  taking  from 
him  (he  refusing  to  deliver  it)  said,  though  my  sword  is  short  noAv,  it  may  be  long 
enough  within  a  while  (the  sword  hanging  by  his  side  being  a  little  short  sword) 
and  very  angrily  asked  me,  whether  I  hud  orders  to  secure  him.    I  answered,  If  I 
have  not,  you  will  question  me.    He  replied.  Yes,  that  I  will.   I  said  ngaine,  I  believe 
it.    So  we  parted,  and  he  is  in  custody.    I  have  sent  a  party  to  possess  his  moated 
house  (which  I  finde  is  very  stronge  with  drawbridges,  it  is  alsoe  well  provided)  least 
at  this  tvme  it  might  be  surprized  and  manned  again-t  your  highnesse,  and  be  a  great 
scourge  to  this  country.  I  beseech  your  highness  speedy  order  concerning  this  person 
&  his  house,  whither  I  shall  continue  a  guard  there  or  make  it  untenal)le.'  Birch 
 now  was  destined  to  remain  in  Hereford  Gaol  until  Xovcmlicr,  IC).;,"),  when  the  Major- 
General,  Berry,  saw,  and  evidently  liked  him.  '  I  niott  with,''  writes  Berry  to  Thurloe,^ 
*  (as  a  prisoner  here)  coll.  Birch,  who  hath  applied  bimselfe  to  me  as  to  a  little  king, 


»  [^Yho  called  him,  nevertheless,  on  one  occasion,  as  Bepys  (i.  IC.".)  tells  us,  "  a 
false  rogue."] 

^  [This  and  the  subsequent  letter,  somewhat  enrtailed  by  Heywood,  are  here 
given  as  in  the  original.] 
c  State  Tapers,  iv. 
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that  could  redresse  every  grievance.  I  confessc  upon  examination  of  the  bupines, 
though  there  were  sonic  ground  of  jealousy,  yet  I  cannot  see  any  gi-eat  reasou  hesliould 
now  be  kept  in  restraint.  It  is  true  the  man  is  popular  iu  these  parts,  and  he  loves  to 
be  soe.  Ue  is  taken  for  a  great  wit,  and  guilty  of  some  honesty,  and  upon  that  account 
able  to  doe  hui-t,  if  he  have  a  mind  to  it;  but  he  professeth  desire  of  peace  and  settle- 
ment, and  saith  he  is  for  the  same  tilings  that  wc  are,  but  could  have  beenc  glad  to  have 
them  in  another  way  ;  but  seeing  the  time  is  not  yet  for  it,  uur  we  fit  for  it,  bethinks 
"we  Lad  better  have  it  as  it  is,  then  make  disturbance.  And  trully  I  thinke  it  were 
an  easy  matter  togaiue  him,  if  he  be  Movth  getting;  but  not  to  trouble  you  wirh  my 
thoughts,  I  shall  tell  you  of  my  actions.  I  have  desired  the  g-overnour  (whose 
prisoner  he  is,)  to  give  him  liberty  to  be  at  his  owne  house  upon  his  promise  to 
appeare  when  he  sbal  be  called  for;  and  bccaiisc  I  hcare  my  lord  and  the  councill 
have  been  acquainted  with  his  case,  I  told  him  I  could  doe  noe  more  till  I  have 
received  instructious  from  his  higline?  ;  which  I  intreate  you  to  procure  and  send 
me.'  (Hereford,  Nov.  2-1:,  1055.)  To  the  parliament  which  met  in  1G5G  Birch 
was  returned  member  for  Hereford  and  Leominster;  but  he  never  sate,  and  on  beiiij^ 
refused  admission  signed  a  protest  wnth  80  others.  For  I'irch's  proceedings  at  the 
Eestoration,  Kennett's  licgister  is  the  best  authority.  The  convention  parliament 
saw  this  colonel  memlicr  for  the  last  time,  for  Leoniiuster.  In  the  Long  Par- 
liameut  which  followed,  IGGl-lGTS,  be  sate  for  Tenrlun,  and  purchasing  in  IGij], 
from  Roger  Vaughan  of  ]Moccas,  Garustonc,  and  tlie  Weobley  property  of  the 
Tomkins'  family,  acquired  by  Vaughan  by  a  marriage  with  Anne,  daughter  of 
Sir  T.  Tomkins  of  Monning^on,  Birch  sate  until  his  dcatli  for  AYcobley,  with 
the  exception  of  James  ll.'s  Parliament,  IGS."),  to  which,  owing  to  the  part  tliis 
colonel  had  taken  in  the  Exclusion  Bill,  he  did  not  probably  seek  to  be  re- 
turned. Birch  was  a  brave  and  honest  man,  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
speculate  in  church  lauds.  In  a  debate,  1G77-8,  he  observes,  '  ^Ye  have  found 
that  Dean  and  Cha})ter  lands  were  sacred  ;  they  were  restored.  I  had  bought 
some,  but  now^  I  have  none.'— Birch  said  to  Pepy^>  i'l  'Though  I  am  iu 

debt,  yet  I  have  a  mind  to  one  tiling,  and  that  is  a  Bishop's  lease.  I  will  yet 
choose  such  a  lease  before  any  other,  because  T  know  tliey  cannot  stand,  and  then  it 
will  fall  into  the  King's  bauds,  and  1  in  i>osse.-sion  sluiU  have  an  advantage  l>y  it. 
I  know  they  must  fall,  and  they  are  now  near  it,  taking  all  the  \v-ays  they  c:in  to 
nndo  themselves,  and  showing  us  the  way.'— In  Kennett's  liegister  and  Baxter's 
Life  we  find  both  those  divines,  when  rumour  assigned  to  them  tlie  see  of  Hereford, 
waited  on  by  Birch,  who  wished  to  secure  the  residence  and  estate  at  Whitbornc, 
being  episcopal  jtrojierty  now  about  to  revert  to  its  ancient  owner,  ami  which  he  had 
for  12  years  cnjoycil.— The  colonel  was  proud  of  his  possessions,  and  says  (Pari. 
Hist.  iv.  75G),  *  I  am  acquainted  iu  three  or  four  Counties,' — His  epitaph  dwells  on 
those  qualities  of  courage  and  iideliry  wbieli  he  unquestionably  pos.sessed.  \\'c 
suspect  they  were  tarni-slicd  with  avarice,  and  he  liail  great  0])portunitics,  being  at  the 
head  of  the  Excise.*' 
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To  sum  up  the  wliole.    Bad  days  and  good  days  for  England  1C91. 

had  passed  under  his  eyes.    lie  outlived  the  former  and  closed  his  [I^i'-c'i'^ 

•TIT-  .  ,  dontb.] 

years  m  the  latter.    Liberty  and  property  had  been  sacrihced  on 

both  sides  in  the  interval;  but  royalty  survived.  AVhile  the 
walls  of  our  churches  still  bear  testimony  to  many  who  suflcred  for 
their  loyalty  in  tlie  contest,  that  of  Weobley,  wKere  he  died,  ex- 
hibits the  sentiments  of  his  survivinir  friends: 

o 

]n  Hope  of  Resurrcctioa  to  Ktcrnall  Life  [His  cpitapli.] 

Here  is  Deposited  the  Body  of 
CoU'  lOIIN  BIRCH 
(Descended  of  a  AYorthy  Family  in  Lancashire  *) 
As  the  Dignities  He  arrived  at  in  tlie  Fiekl,  and  the 
Esteem  Universally  yeilded  him  in  the  SEXAT-house 
■  Exceeded  the  Attaimnents  of  most,  so  they  were  but  the 
Moderate  and  lust  Rewnrd  of  his  Courage,  Conduct 
Wisdom  and  Fidelity  None  who  [k]nc\v  liim  denyed  him  y'^ 
Charatter  of  asserting  &  vindicating  y"  Laws  Sc  Liberties  of 
his  Coimtry  in  War,  and  of  promoting  its  ^^'el^are  and 
Prosperity  in  Peace;  He  was  borne  y*'  7^^  of  Sep""  1G26 
and  died  (a  Member  of  y*^  Hon'"*^  House  of  Com'ons) 
Being  Burgess  for  Wcobley) 
MajyMO^'MGOl 

Time,  that  in  the  subdued  and  solemn  expression  of  Sir  Walter  [Frror  as  lo 

Raleigh,  on  the  niMit  before  his  execution —  ^^"^ 

^        When  we  have  wandered  all  our  ways, 
Shuts  up  the  story  of  our  days, 

has  so  far  shut  up  the  story  of  this  person,  that,  while  the  latter 
part  of  it  has  been  inaccessible  to  the  general  reader,  the  seal  of  it, 
the  inscription  on  his  monument,  as  it  at  present  oilers  itself  to  the 
spectator,  is  equally  obscure.  [For  some  unexplained  reason,  the 
date  of  birth  is  obviously  wrong,  as  it  would  make  him  whom  it 
commemorates  far  younger  than    is    consistent  with    the  well- 

*."The  Herefordshire  Visitation  of  1G83  describes  John  Birch,  then  li\iTig  at 
Garnstone,  near  WcoMey,  as  lord  of  the  manors  of  irp])er  and  Lowi'r  Ardwirk  :ind 
of  Ordsall,  in  Lancashire,  and  as  the  son  of  Sanmcl  I'irch,  of  tlic  family  of  llirch  of 
Birch."— Heywood,  203. 
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1691.  established  events  of  lils  career.  That  so  gross  an  error,  in  so  cir- 
cumstantial a  form,  sliotild  ever  have  been  committed,  or  allowed 
to  remain,  may  well  be  matter  of  surprise,  but  there  it  stands,  and 
deprives  us  so  far  of  any  accurate  idea  of  tbe  number  of  his  years.^ 
But  it  is  time  to  conclude.] 
[Conclusiou.]  Apart  from  private  feeling  or  prejudice  respecting  oppression  or 
liberty,  or  what  has  on  either  part  been  assumed  as  tlic  cause  of 
these  miseries,  one  consideration  may  claim  a  place.  Among  the 
'  teachings  of  history  in  this  era  may  be  seen  that  the  efforts  of 
Charles  and  Rupert,  Essex  and  Waller,  with  their  adherents  and 
adjuncts,  have  written  in  letters  of  blood  the  danger  of  tlie  two- 
handed  sword.  Thus,  be  it  remembered,  as  good  out  of  evil,  has 
arisen  in  England  tlic  preference  of  civil  to  military  power,  unless 
in  the  employment  of  the  latter  by  the  magistrate  against  the  rude 
interference  of  a  foreign  enemy.  The  lesson  is  most  salutary,  and 
never  to  be  forgotten. 

'  '  ^  Note  34.  . 

[For  additional  illustration  see  Appendix,  Nos.  XXII.  XXIII.] 


NOTES. 


1.  "  Volunteers^''  p.  38. — The  origin  of  the  vohnitecr  system  not  at  Bristol. 
It  was  in  the  pleasant  environs  of  the  to^vn  of  Shrewsbury  that  volnntcers  first  came 
forward  in  favour  of  the  King  and  rarliamcut,  and  tlioy  w  cro  iuunediatcly  sanc- 
tioned by  an  ordinance  of  the  two  Houses.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  earliest 
notice  that  was  taken  of  them,  although  Messieurs  Llakeway  and  Owen  ajtpcar  not 
to  have  met  with  it.  The  example  was  followed  in  several  other  places.  In  some 
they  were  suppressed  by  the  Koyalist  authorities :  in  others  they  were  established 
by  Parliamentary  influence :  Bristol  was  one  of  these.  At  first  there  was  only  one 
company  there  ;  and,  considering  the  population  of  the  city,  it  is  an  intimation  that 
a  great  part  of  them  were  Boyalists.  The  cajitain  of  the  first  company  was  api)ointcd 
by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Denzil  Holies,  wlio  was  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Bristol  ; 
but  it  is  uncertain  whether,  the  lot  fell  upon  Birch.  A  second  was  afterwards 
appointed,  as  will  appear.'  The  preamble  of  the  ordinance  in  question,  the  first 
and  basis  of  many  others,  is  conceived  in  a  mild  and  soothing  style.  "  Whereas 
divers  well-affected  Persons,  of  the  Town  of  Shroviihvrijy  in  the  county  of  Saloj), 
have  of  themselves,  as  Volunteers,  under  the  Leading  of  Tluonaa  Hunt,  Esquire, 
one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  said  Tov.n,  exercised  themselves  in  the  Use  of  their 
Arms,  by  peaceable  Training  and  ^Marching  in  the  Fields,  near  tlie  said  Town,  the 
better  to  enable  and  prepare  themselves  for  the  Service  and  Defence  of  his  ^Majesty 
and  the  Kingdom,  when  they  shall  be  lawfully  called  thereunto  then  follows  the 
approbation  and  the  permissive  authority  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  After 
this  gentle  exordium  it  might  have  been  thought  that,  in  the  spirit  of  Birch's 
letters  and  the  phrase  of  the  ancient  ballad,  there 

*    *    *    «  loyalty  no  harm  meant.'' '■^ 

Yet  these  were  the  men  that,  with  a  multitude  of  others,  their  eager  opponents, 
Tinder  various  leaders  (for  the  fault  was  not  wholly  on  one  si<le),  like  a  vast  cloud  of 
locusts,  arose  to  overspread  large  parts  of  tliis  once  }K'aceful  land,  carried  terror 
wherever  they  appeared,  slew,  burned,  and  ravaged,  destroyed  for  a  time  all  law 
and  order,  and  finally  subverted  the  throne.  Had  not  Europe  long  been  inured  to 
such  scenes  under  such  sacred  names  as  were  then  assumed  to  sanction  thoin,  an 
impartial  foreigner  might  have  adoi)ted  the  exclamation  of  the  poet — 

"  Tantum  relligio  ])otnit  suaderc  malorum  !  " 


'  C.  J.,  July  IS,  Aug.  17,  1G42,  Clarendon,  vi.  »  'pj^^  Vicar  of  Bray. 
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A  ■writer  of  fiction,  who  lived  at  a  time  when  he  niiirlit  liave  commnued  w  ith 
many  of  those  -who  had  been  caiTied  away  in  this  dnrk  torrent  of  civil  strife,  and 
■who  has  woven  its  principal  events  into  a  roniantic  story,  has  well  olocrved, 
*'  Religion,  rightly  practised  on  both  sides,  ■would  liave  made  us  better  friends."' 

2.  Lift  their  quarters,"  \).  is. — In  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  the  time  great 
eagerness  -was  sliewn  by  many  in  all  ranks  to  retain  to  tlieir  allegiance.  Among 
the  nobility  the  Earls  of  IIoHand  and  Bedford  rejiaired  to  Oxford  :  among  the 
middle  class  of  proprietors  great  numbers  packed  up  their  goods  and  i>ut  them  on 
board  the  vessels  in  the  Tharacs.2  Great  ■was  the  depression  through  all  the  Parlia- 
ment quarters,  but  especially  in  Londi.n,  upon  the  defeat  at  ]\ound■^^■:iy  Down,  tluis 
follo^v\'ed  immediately  by  the  loss  of  Bi-istol  ;  and  this  lasted  up  till  the  period  ■^s  lien 
the  tide  had  turned  by  the  relief  of  Gloucester.'  Even  at  that  jioint  a  viok;j,t  and 
impassioned  exhortation  -u  as  produced,  calling  upon  all,  young  and  old,  master  ar,d 
servant,  to  help  in  the  great  work  of  defending  London.      Our  pens  have  been 

too  busy,  and  our  swords  too  sloe  What  is  the  matter,  noble  citizens,  that 

yom-  hearts  are  do^v\"ne,  doe  you  give  the  day  for  lost  ?  doe  you  thinkc  England  is 
lost  because  Bristol  is  lost?  Alas!  Bristoll  is  not  all  our  strength,  nor  all  our 
forts,  nor  all  our  garrisons  ;  we  have  the  better  cause,  the  greater  side,  and  tlie 
honester  men  ;  the  passage  to  heaven  is  cleerc  for  u^.  so  that  we  can  goe  thither  and 
fetch  what  we  want,  but  'tis  shut  to  them.  Our  I'arliamcnt  is  standing,  oitr  fc^rts 
are  -R-ell  managed  ;  we  have  a  pomul  for  their  shilling,  twenty  pceees  of  or^hiance 
for  their  one.  "We  have  the  seas  to  ourselves,  and  all  honest  Cliri^tians  with  us  ; 
and  as  for  knaves  and  traytors  going  fruui  us,  lets  never  l)e  sorry,  for  mucli  licrrcr  is 
their  roomc  than  their  company  ....  strive  to  set  yourselves  in  order,  for  order  is 
the  strength  of  an  army,  and  of  a  city,  but  disorder  is  the  confusion  of  both  ;  take 
therefore  away  the  causes  of  disorder  ;  maliguauts  are  the  onoly  cause  of  disorder 
in  a  city  or  army  :  strive  therefore  to  fnul  them  out.  Give  them  the  covcn:uit ;  if 
they  refuse  to  enter  into  covenant  witli  you,  let  tliem  not  live  in  the  city  with  you, 
be  they  rich,  be  theypoore,  secure  tliem  and  l)anish  tluia  :  never  dispute,  this  man  is 
poore,  and  that  man  hath  chiUIn  n — cast  them  out,  sjiare  none  ;  unmcrcifull  and 
bloody  is  that  pitty  that  causeth  tlie  downfall  of  a  city."-* 

3,  "  Pious'^  (}]'ani:r),  p.  50. — Yet  he  had  on  former  occasions  allowed  liis  men 
to  revel  unreproved — except  by  silence — in  the  tack  of  sf\er;il  magniliccnt  cat  hcili  als. 
the  veneration  of  ages,  and  some  of  the  best  rcpositoi-ics  and  evidences  of  earlier 


>  Defoe,  Military  History,  ii. 

2  "We  hear  that  the  rebels  of  London  are  packin-  up  their  goods  away  for  Xcw 
Englanil  and  otln-r  foreign  parts  ;  their  own  dissensions  increasing  diiily  amongst 
themselves. — ^Ir.  See.  Xieliolas  to  M.  of  (")rnionde  ;  Carte's  Ormonde,  iii.  171' 

3  Sept.  5,  1G43. 

*     A  strange  ami  terrible  sight,"  .vc. — Lond-.n.  KM;;. 
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art  and  story  :  a  permission  sadly  expressive  of  eoii"i]>li:incc  vritli  party  spirit,  for 
which  no  defence  c;>n  be  ollered,  nor  any  cxtcnnution  he  u'linitied  l)Ut  tlie  i-xtrcmc 
danger  of  personal  resistance  to  the  fanatical  fury  of  an  armed  mob.  As  to  resist- 
ance the  probability  must  be  ailmitted  that  he  cc^uld  not  have  attempted  it  if  he 
would,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  it  may  be  feared  that  his  own  dis- 
position might  not  have  prompted  him  to  it  if  he  could.  Ilis  men'  Imd  no  seruijlcs  ; 
at  Chichester  they  had  disfigured  the  beautiful  and  spoiled  tlie  costly  and  valuable 
in  the  cathedral.  "While  the  sack  was  going  on,  Waller  stood  at  least  encouraging 
it  by  silence,  sword  in  hand.  ]n  this  p(^sture  he  was  acco-^tcd  l»y  a  common  trooper, 
with  the  permitted  familiarity  of  the  time,  and  n-ked  why  he  stood  there  with  his 
drawn  sword.  Ilis  answer  is  said  to  have  been,  I'or  personal  security.  "  If  my 
colonel  in  the  Low  Countries  were  here,"  said  the  trooper, "  and  connnanded  in  chief, 
he  would  hang  iip  lialf  a  dozen  of  these  soldiers  for  example's  sake  ;  it  is  not  the 
custom  of  the  Low  Countries  to  plunder  churches,  for  it  is  a  mutual  stipulation 
between  the  Spaniard  and  the  Hollander,  that  what  town  soever  should  by  coiupiest 
pass  from  the  possession  of  one  nation  to  the  other,  though  the  conqueror  had  the 
free  plunder  of  the  to^^Ti,  yet  churches  with  their  ornaments  and  whatever  was  con- 
veyed into  them  should  be  inviolable,  the  Church  being  sanctuary  to  whatsoever 
was  under  its  roof,  and  if  they  woubl  have  anything  thence,  it  was  to  be  purchased 
at  a  valuable  price."  The  general  listened  p:itieutly  to  the  relmke  :  tiie  best  reply 
for  inconsistency  is  silence  ;  but  the  work  went  on.-  The  followers  of  Essex  had 
been  guilty,  at  ^Yorcester  Cathedral,  of  the  very  filthiest  of  common  indecencies, 
sitch  as  wants  a  name,  before  swords  had  been  crossed  in  the  lirst  great  battle.^ 
The  visitor  of  the  noble  Cathedral  at  Winchc.-tcr  will  regret  that,  beautiful  as  it 
is,  it  shotdd  have  been  shorn  of  its  ancient  glorii^'S  by  the  outrages  of  the  forces 
under  Waller  and  Ilesilrige,"'  when  the  sepulchres  of  the  early  kings  and  horLoured 
departed  were  violated  and  their  reuuiins  trodden  u'.uler  foot.  The  truth  is  that  the 
charm  of  the  "storied  windows,  the  pealing  organ,  ami  the  choir,"  had  not  only 
ceased  to  produce  the  effects  ascribed  to  them  by  the  ])arliamentary  poet  himself,  on 
English  eyes  and  ears,  but  v/ero  deemed  idol  vestiges  of  ancient  sui)erstition,  and 
held  in  actual  detestation. 

In  the  retrospect  of  his  life  not  a  word  ha«  c-caiicd  Waller  regretti»ig  the  per- 
mission of  this  misrule  :^  but  he  considers  him>eit  jn.^tly  i>uni-hed  for  all  )wing  the 


'  Waller  himself  'assisted  in  recruiting  his  fresh  army  (Weekly  Intelligencer, 
July  31,  IG-ly).  He  came  to  the  Artillery  Cr.  und.  Ilis  regimei.t  of  f<K)t  guards 
was  then  complete.  ■^Fany  listed  for  hor>enirn  (Tuosihiy.  Aug.  8).  lie  went  to 
liutchers'  Ihdl  near  Newgate,  and  enli>ted  many  bu'u  hers  to  serve  muU  r  him  (.\K're. 
Civieus,  Auu.  3  to  11).  They  l>eat  up  for  reeriiits  al-o  among  the  waterni.ui  on  tlie 
Thames.    [This  note  proj^erly  lielongs  to  p.  nl  ■  tmt  was  inadvertently  omitte  d  there.] 

2  Merciir.  Kust.  L^23.    [See  Apjiendix  11.] 

3  Carte's  Original  Letters  i.  15.  "*  ^f^i''-  1-  1''!-'. 

*  [In  his  Vindication,  howi-  er  (p.  2'.)),  with  sin-ular  ineoiivi-.ten.y  .  n(»t  uniuingled 
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plundor  of  "Winchester  ]>y  the  ruin  of  his  anccstml  castle.  If  reverenec  for  eccle- 
siastical antiquity  entered  not  into  his  roli;j;ioiis  fecliiig:^,  lie  was  no  stranger  to  such 
affections  as  m&y  entitle  hitii  to  tlie  e])ithot  here  applied  to  him.  His  "  IvocoUections," 
a  small  tract,  will  be  frequently  quoted  from  a  copy  of  the  oii^inal  MS.  Jt  has 
been  published  at  the  end  of  the  "Poems  of  Anna  ]Matil<bi,"  I'lmo.  17SS,  but  has  n<»L 
met  the  eye  of  the  editor  in  its  printed  fonn. 

Those  who  are  disposed  to  trace  a  parallel  to  tlicsc  procecdinjrs  of  iconoclasts  may 
consult  the  glowing  description  of  the  defacement  of  the  magnificent  cathedral  of 
Antwerp,  and  other  ecclesiastical  cdiiiccs,  byth  e  Dutch  Reformers  in  ISGG.  (Lothrop 
Motley,  Rise  of  Dutch  Eepublic,  2,  vii.)  The  parallel  is  remarkable  in  its  bloodless 
character  :  it  had  been  more  creditable  to  the  longllsh  Ivcformcrs  if  they  had  proved 
as  disinterested  as  their  earlier  examples  of  demolition  and  destruction.  The  armed 
mobs  at  Winchester  and  Chichester  shewed  their  inferiority  by  the  appropriation  of 
plate  and  jewels,  which  the  Dutch  are  said  to  have  disdained.  If  what  is  related 
of  the  conduct  of  Sir  Arthur  Ilesilrige  at  the  latter  cathedral  be  true,  he  was  more 
than  absm-dly  animated.  It  is  reported  to  have  been  sullied  by  the  alvstractiou  of 
the  Sacramental  plate.    (Mercur.  Rust.  227.) 

4.  Cohncl  Sir  Andrciv  Potlcij^  p.  G3. — A  veteran  who  had  served  with  great 
credit  muler  Gustavus  Adolphus,  and  is  described  by  Mom-o  as  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  foot  in  1032,  and  afterwards  in  1637  as  an  "English  cavalier  of  good  worth."' 
After  the  battle  of  Littzen,  where  the  King  of  Sweden  was  slain,  he  (piiitcd  the 
Swedi.sh  army  :  on  taking  his  leave,  the  Chancellor  Oxenstlcrn,  by  command  of  the 
Senate  in  council  assembled,  bade  him  foraially  farewell.  "NVith  many  handsome 
expressions,  he  ptit  about  his  neck  a  rich  gold  chain  w  ich  a  mo'Ialliou  of  the  late 
King,  to  be  worn  in  memoiy  of  him.  lie  told  him  that,  as  an  ancient  servant  of 
that  cro-R-n,  who  had  done  them  gallant  service,  they  held  him  in  the  rank  of  their 
children:  that  the  Senate  had  ordered  tAvo  thousand  dollars  as  an  annual  pension 
during  his  life,  that  he  might  eat  of  their  bread  ;  and  two  thousand  more  to  bear 
his  charges  home.  Such  was  the  condition  and  reward  of  Potley  ;  and  yet  he  nmst 
be  fighting  again.  He  was  in  this  year  employed  by  the  Parliament  to  correspond 
with  Christina,  Queen  of  Sweden.  Whitelocke,  when  in  1G53  he  went  as  ambassador 
to  that  country,  took  him  and  a  relation  of  tlie  same  mime  in  his  suite,  and  enter- 
tained him  at  his  table.  His  name  frc(iucnrly  occurs  in  the  journal  of  that  cmhas.Ny  ; 
at  the  end  of  which  he  received  another  chain  of  goUl,  wirh  a  \\v:AA  of  the  (>uccn. 
Occasionally  he  interpreted  for  the  ambas.-ador,  who  calls  him  his  kin.^man  and  old 
comrade  ;  but  hints  at  a  fault  in  his  being  irregular  at  Divine  service.^ 

perhaps  Avith  unavowed  compunction,  he  inveighs  sharply  against  the  ])crmit(ed 
abominations  of  the  New  Model,  little  more  decorous  than  the  followers  of  Essex 
already  referred  to.] 
'  Expedition,  ii.  IS. 

2  Whitelocke,  Memorials,  GD,  and  S\vedi.>h  lanbassy. 
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Monro  relates  an  anecdote  that  shews  hiiu  to  have  been  as  ready  with  a  jest  in  tlie 
hour  of  battle  as  the  Scot  at  Arundel,  and,  while  in  the  Swedish  service,  as  accus- 
tomed to  swearing  as  Lieut. -Col.  Laytou.  "  Our  souldiers  being  commanded  under 
Major  Potley  to  beate  backe  the  enem}^  going  on  service,  there  happened  a  merry 
accident  to  one  of  our  country-men  (then  ensigne  to  my  colonell's  company)  called 
James  Lyle,  being  in  sight  of  his  Majestic  ;  going  downc  a  stce])e  hill,  the  enemy 
playing  hard  with  cannon,  the  ensigne  ha[)[)encd  to  fall  forwards,  the  winde  blowing 
off  his  periwigge,  which  tumbled  downc  the  hill  the  ^^ajt)r  swarc  a  great  oath  ;  the 
poore  cavalier's  head  was  shot  from  him,  and  seeing  him  rise  againe  without  his 
false  head,  sware  the  cannon  had  shot  away  the  skinne,  with  the  haire  of  his  head 
being  bald.'" 

5,  "  Offered  battle,*^  p.  6G. — ^Yallcr,  in  the  face  of  his  late  rcvcr.sc,  could  lay  no 
claim  to  uniform  success,  and  the  hand  of  Divine  Providence  therein.  But  Birch 
and  Cromwell  adopted  a  different  language.  They  assimied  too  freely  the  interference 
of  a  Providence  in  crowning  them  and  their  followers  with  victory  u])on  all  occa- 
sions :  though  the  latter  certainly  refers  his  success  to  his  own  training.  The 
assertion  of  Koe  may  bring  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  that  vaunt  of  the  Protector  in 
one  of  his  speeches  to  a  Conmiiftee  of  Parliament  upon  the  formation  of  his  cele- 
brated regiment.  "  Impute  it  to  what  you  please,  *  ♦  *  from  that  day  forward, 
I  must  say  to  you,  they  were  never  beaten."  Some  of  the  members  whom  he  had 
been  addressing  might  have  recollected  that  once  on  a  time  Burgess  the  governor  of 
Farringdon  re]uilsed  one  of  his  attacks  with  loss.-  Part  of  his  men  also  were  roughly 
handled  by  the  Clubmen  in  August  1G45.3  This  might  be  considered  a  trifle  ;  but 
an  unqualified  assertion  should  have  been  based  upon  absolute  truth.  As  to  Birch, 
though  it  should  be  admitted  that  personally,  and  at  the  head  .of  his  company  or 
column,  he  never  suffered  a  defeat,  he  was  at  Cropredy  Bridge,  hereafter  to  be 
mentioned,  at  least  mixed  up  with  those  who  turned  their  backs  upon  the  enemy. 

6.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Bdines,  p.  G7.— Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeremy  Baines,  at 
this  time  only  a  captain  of  dragoons,  was  a  person  of  some  note  among  the  citizen- 
warriors  who  took  an  early  part  in  the  fray  :  though  his  name  is  rari  ly  fouml  except 
in  the  Journals  of  Parliament.  lie  was  an  earnest  PresI'Vicrian,  and  fonght  upon 
the  principles  of  Essex  and  Waller,  engaging  in  hostility  (mly  as  the  dangerous 
alternative  of  correcting  the  alniscs  of  the  state  by  the  cnii)loyiiuMit  of  the  sword. 
The  trade  of  a  brewer  seems  to  have  been  a  profiral)le  one  in  tho^e  days  ;  for  another 
wealthy  individual  of  this  class,  a  sufferer  for  the  Kin-,  had  been  made  pri-onor 
when  Farnham  Castle  was  surprised.*  The  occupation  was  indeed  exalted  and 
brought  into  notice  by  him  of  whom  the  ballad  allirms— 

»  Expedition,  il.  22.  =  Carlyle,  i.  22G,  227  ;  iii.  307. 

3  Sprigge,  80. 

*  Vicars,  223.  Brccknocks— -qu.  Brecknock  ?  Both  of  them  resided  on  the 
Surrey  side  of  the  Thames.    Brccknocks  in  Southwark    Baines  in  IIorslc\ .lown. 
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"  A  brewer  may  be  a  Pailiaineut-iuan, 
^yllich  nobody  can  deny." 
But  both  Cromwell  nnd  Barnes  coinbiucd  it  with  the  profession  of  arms.  Baincs 
kept  both  these  objects  in  view  at  one  time,  and  continued  his  military  exertions, 
while  he  carried  on  his  London  business  by  n\cans  of  one  Manger  Vavasoiu",  his 
partner,  wlien  lie  was  absent  on  service  in  the  fichl.  He  had  been  with  Essex  at  the 
siege  of  Keading,  and  afterwards  joined  the  force  of  ^ya^k>r,  wirli  whom  be  is  sbrwii 
by  letters  to  have  been  long  a  garri-on-inmate  at  Faruham,  and  to  have  mixed 
actively  with  tho.-^e  Avhom  the  Ivovalists  called  tb.e  '"disturbers  of  the  We>t."  Like 
Birch,  he  passed  through  the  active  campaigns  of  AValler,  in  the  cours<}  of  which  he 
will  be  seen  to  have  l)ecn  made  })risoner.  At  the  setting  up  of  the  New  Model,  he 
laid  dovnx  the  sword,  and  refused  the  olfer  of  a  regiment  among  them.  Subse- 
quently, in  lG-17,  he  joined  those  Avho  opposed  the  proceedings  of  the  army  on  the 
question  that  the  propositions  of  his  ^Majesty  were  a  suilicient  ground  for  a  treaty 
of  peace.  For  this,  with  many  others,  he  was  expelled  the  House,  and  endured  a 
long  imprisonment,  and  ruin  of  his  trade.  Being  a  skilful  surveyor,  he  was  engaged 
by  the  trustees  for  the  sale  of  the  royal  estates  in  England  and  "Wales  during  the 
years  lGi9  and  1G30.  Once  more  he  took  up  arms  against  Lambert,  and  materially 
lent  his  aid  to  the  success  of  !Monk  in  ])ringing  about  the  Kestoration.* 

The  intimacy  and  all  but  cOTmection  of  this  family  with  that  of  Cromwell  arc  but 
little  known.  By  his  wife  Catherine  Otvray  he  had  several  cliildren  :  of  his  sons 
one,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  minister,  was  in  great  favour  with  Henry  Crom- 
•well  while  he  commanded  in  TreUmd.  This  young  man  so  ingratiated  himself  -n  ith 
one  of  the  Viceroy's  daugliters,  that  Henry  wrote  o\\  her  behalf  to  Jeremy,  making 
proposals  of  marriage,  which  the  father  from  prudential  motives  declined.  The 
letter,  published  in  Thurloc's  papers,-  is  di,-tingui>hed  by  judgment  and  good  sense. 
The  other  intercourse  of  the  families  of  Baincs  and  Croiuwell  is  referable  to  a 
lower  date.  Bachel,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Jeremy,  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Pengelly,  a  London  merchant  of  great  respectability,  by  whom  she  had  one  son. 
Sir  Thomas  Pengelly,  Baronet,  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne.  AVhen  Kichard  Cromwell,  the  Protector,  who  had  be'en  about  twenty 
years  in  exile,  ventured  to  return  to  England,  he  sought  a  refuge  under  the  roof  of 
the  merchant  Pengelly.  Here  he  long  ahode  under  the  names  of  "  :\Ir.  Chirk  "  an<l 
"  the  Gentleman  ;"  for  the  most  part  in  a  hou-e  net:r  the  church  at  Cheshunt  in 
Hertfordshire  :  ])eneath  this  retirement  be  pass.  d  the  remainder  of  his  unambitious 
davs  ;  and  here  at  the  good  old  age  of  SG  he  died.  The  years  of  bis  banishment 
abroad,  as  well  as  those  of  his  solitudr  at  home,  are  buried  in  oblivi.ai,  unbared  for 
or  unknown  ;  though  the  latter  in  jiartieular  w«.-re  ch.fquered  with  cii (.umstances  that 
might  comnuinicatc  an  interest  that  as  yet  ha-  T;ot  hoen  taken  in  him.  This  is  not  a 
place  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  or  (Uuierits  of  the  two  Protectors,  of 


»  US^.jfCiies  mc.   J.  ^V. 

'  Lansdowne  MSS.    Cromwell  Letter.s,  i.  22,  Lrii.  Mas. 
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their  lives  as  of  tlicir  tleatlis.  While  llngland  continues  as  she  is,  there  ^ill  ever  he 
variety  of  opinion  ;  but  the  cliaraeter  of  Kichard  has  been  as  severely  dealt  with  as 
that  of  Oliver  has  been  inordinately  exalted.  Hiehard,  the  darling  of  one  of  the 
fondest  and  so  far  towards  him  most  enlpable  '  of  parents,  was  trained  to  frustrate 
the  object  of  his  own  high  ambition,  and  stamp  npou  the  ]»auc  of  English  story  a 
rare  example  of  the  vanity  of  human  wishes  ;  for  in  liim  by  neglect  he  laid  the 
ground- work  of  his  signal  failure  of  a  pi  rnuun  nt  Protectorate  in  his  name.  Here 
in  the  weakness  of  the  father  was  originally  founded  wliat  lius  by  some  been  con- 
sidered the  triviality  of  the  son.  Their  end  was  as  strikin'j;ly  contrasted  as  their 
coarse.  In  a  iirivatc  dwelling,  attended  by  a  very  few  indi\  idua!s,  among  whom 
vras  Rachel  Tengelly  already  mentioned,  and  in  total  abandonment  of  state,  he 
breathed  his  last,  whose  father  expired  in  the  palace  of  a  long  line  of  kings,  Mtr- 
ronnded  by  a  retinue  and  proportionate  attendance,  leaving  a  name  and  drcatl  of 
liini  on  most  of  the  governments  of  the  civilized  world. 

7.  SjJics,"  p.  GO. — In  a  review  of  these  trouldes  the  mention  of  spies  and  infoi'mei'S 
frequently  obtrudes  itself.  In  all,  but  especially  in  civil  wars,  they  form  no  un- 
important part  of  the  system  ;  and  in  this  case  were  closely  watched,  and,  as  u^ual, 
severely  punished  ;^  for  with  the  same  language  and  habits  of  society,  their  facilities 
of  operation  were  endless  ;  and  they  were  to  be  expected  in  every  corner.  Could 
the  accoitnt  of  secret-service  money  on  this  score  be  inspected,  no  doubt  it  would  be 
a  serious  one.  In  the  courr,  the  camp,  and  the  senate,  M  itbiu  and  without  the 
garrison-town,  their  intluence  was  always  at  work,  and  few,  as  the  se<[uel  will  show, 
were  ultimately  more  indebted  to  it  than  Birch  hinisrlf. 

In  the  very  opening  of  the  quarrel,  from  the  time  the  Iving  left  the  metropolis,  the 
eye  of  espionage  was  increasingly  upon  him,  nearly  in  ]ns  nio>r  seeluded  hours  ;  and 
when  he  removed  to  Oxford  as  to  safer  (piarter,  the  s;inie  inUnence  w^s  secretly  at 
work  ttpon  him.  "  A  servant  of  my  Lord  Say's  wa.,  taken  suspiciously  prying  about 
the  Court  by  the  captain  of  the  watch,  and  sent  to  Sir  Jacob  Astley,  governor  of  the 
city,  to  be  committed,  if  on  examination  he  found  rea-ou  for  it."^  Strict  piecau- 
tions  were  taken  with  regard  to  those  wlio  were  to  be  a-imitti  d  into  familiar  inter- 
conrse  with  his  attendants  ;  and  a  ^\atch  was  ordered  to  be  set  upon  the  .-tairs  tbat 
led  to  his  privy  and  presence  chambers.''  Tbe  >ubtle  intruder  nuide  a  lodgement 
within  the  college  gates,  and  gave  notice  to  the  enemy  of  tlie  ])urposes  and  i)rogrcss 
of  the  royal  counsels.^  Prince  Pupert's  secretary  had  given  a  remarkal)le  instance 
of  this  species  of  inhdelity.    The  Parliament  allv)wed  him  at  the  rate  of  £200  per 


'  Men  arc  often  as  culpable  from  the  clfects  of  misguidevl  affection  as  from  those 
of  evil  intentions.— J.  W. 

2  [A  spy,  taken  bv  tlic  I'arlianient  soldiers  at  lieadir.g,  \\as  tortured  into  coiifc-.^ion 
by     having  lighted  matches  put  to  bi-  fingers."— Wliitelockt>,  U  l.] 

3  Merc.  Anl.  Thursday,  Jaituary  LM;,  IGIl'.        *  Walker,  MSS.  llarl.  C.  a.  117. 
*  Apiiendix  IV." 
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month  for  his  communications.  This  soon  ceased  with  his  execution.  He  was 
arrested  and  hanged  after  the  battle  of  Edgehill.'  The  jealousy  of  the  governors  of 
garrisons  was  sensitive  and  alert  as  to  the  admission  of  strangers  under  any  ]n-etence. 
As  to  intelligencers,  akin  to  .';pic>,  and  alike  useful  and  dangerous,  they  abounded, 
but  were  not  always  reliable  ;  tlicy  often  bron.::ht  about  mischief,  and  were  some- 
times as  instrumental  to  success  as  to  disaster.  Through  these,  to  go  no  funiier, 
Waller  obtained  the  easy  surrender  of  the  castle  of  Arundel,  though  at  a  great  crisis 
they  gave  rise  to  the  King's  unfortunate  resolution  to  besiege  Gloucester.^  Two 
persons  of  this  class  were  executed,  the  one  at  Worcester  by  the  Earl  of  Essex,  the 
other  a  female,  by  Scudamore,  when  the  Scots  were  besieging  Hereford.^ 

The  private  letters  and  note-books  of  Kupert,  Luke,  and  Brereton  supply  frequent 
instances  of  the  employment  of  spies.  Their  punishment  on  eitber  side  was  certain 
death  by  hanging.  Two  at  different  periods  perished  thus  in  London  ;  Knivcton,  who 
•was  sent  by  the  King  to  publish  his  commands.*  and  Baisley,  who  had  betrayed 
many  carriers  to  the  enemy.^  Their  fate  in  general  was  looked  upon  M-ith  in- 
difference and  treated  with  levity  as  fair  reprisal.  In  the  caustic  correspondence 
between  Lord  Digby  and  ^Major-General  Brown,  at  Abingdon,  the  latter  writes, 
"  My  Lord,  you  have  hanged  a  spic  (as  you  say)  of  mine,  whom  1  know  not,  but 
you  may  be  ballanced  in  this  also  ;  this  very  morning  I  will  cause  to  be  hanged 
one  of  yours,  condemned  by  our  councell  of  war  six  weeks  since,  according  to  an 
ordinance  of  Parliament,  resolving  never  to  be  outdone  by  you,  either  in  civility  or 
justice."*"  Disguises  of  course  were  numerous.  Luke  arrested  one  dressed  as  a 
fiddler  at  Newport  Pagnell,''  and  another  was  detected  at  Cardiff  with  dcsparelies  in 
his  wooden  leg.^  The  occupation  of  letter-carriers  was  attended  with  extreme 
difficulty,  yet  females  exhibited  great  courage  in  the  face  of  danger.  Alone,  over 
long  and  weary  tracts,  by  perils  of  woods,  bye-roads,  and  waters,  they  undertook 
arduous  jouimcys,  and  many  a  despatch,  now  valuable  as  relating  to  an  historical 
fact  or  coiTccting  an  historical  error,  has  been  thus  stealthily  conveyed  in  the  hair  of 
the  head,  the  hollow  staff,  the  slioe,  or  next  the  skin,  and  preserved  to  posterity. 
One  was  regularly  employed  in  carrying  them,  quilteil  up  in  a  truss  of  linon  and 
tied  next  to  her  body ,3  between  Kaglan  and  Denbigli  Castles  ;  and  anoilicr,  "  Scotch 
Nan,"  travelled  for  the  same  purpose  between  his  Majesty  and  tlic  Marqnis  of 
Montrose.  A  spy,  who  had  been  at  York,  reported  at  Newport  ragi^ell  that  "on 
the  31st  of  May  (1644),  order  was  given  to  all  the  sentinels  near  the  Town  to  suffer 
no  wonien  or  others  to  come  out  of  the  Town,  but  to  examine  tliem  and  send  them 
in  again.    A  woman  that  came  to  sell  provision  at  the  Town,  being  well  horsed, 


'  Warburton,  ii.  4,  note  1.  ^  Eupcrt's  Correspondence,  i.  100. 

»  Sequestration  Pupers,  Ser.  1,  xcviii.  'S:>r>. 

4  j^oy^  27,  1043. — Rushworth.    IJoltbes  sarcastically  declines  to  offer  his  opinion 
1  to  the  legality  of  this.— History,  133.       ^  q^.^  18,  1045.    Perfect  Occurrences. 
^  Merc.  Brit.  No.  07.  '  June  1044.    Notebook,  PJgcrton  MSS.  7:^"),  27b. 

8  Nov.  1040.    Scottish  Dove.       ^  Carte,  MS,  U'ttcrs,  Bibl.  Bodl.  YV,  f.  310. 
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rode  full  gallop  iuto  the  City,  and  the  guardd  sliot  at  her  but  missed  her.'"  As  to 
letter-carriers,  despatches  have  existed  that  were  apparently  marked  by  faithful 
resistance  and  had  been  bedabbled  -witfi  blood.- 

The  success  of  the  system,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  ai;;ents  on  tlie  loyalist  side,  is 
remarkably  depicted  in  the  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Jolin  15ar\vick,  but  the  whole  is  too 
lengthy  to  be  otherwise  than  pointed  out  here,  [The  following  anecdotes  are,  how- 
ever, too  interesting  to  be  omitted.  During  the  siege  of  Latham  House  communica- 
tion was  kept  up  by  means  of  a  woman,  who  for  several  months  risked  her  life  in 
carrying  despatches  during  the  frc(|uent  sorties  made  l>y  the  besieged.  She  was  at 
length  taken  and  put  to  the  torture,  but  she  would  reveal  nothing,  and  suffered  three 
fingers  on  both  hands  to  be  burnt  off  before  her  tormentors,  tired  out  by  her  invincible  • 
fortitude,  at  length  desisted.  A  dog  was  then  trained  to  carry  the  despatches  in  his 
collar,  and  rendered  eminent  service  for  several  months,  till  he  was  shot  by  a  soldier, 
in  mere  wariton  ill-temper,  just  as  he  had  swum  across  the  moat. — Lady  of  Latliam, 
100.] 

Should  any  reader  be  inclined  to  pursue  the  matter  further,  two  anecdotes  may  be 
found  in  print — the  one  of  ludicrous  and  harmless  failure,  the  other  of  extraordinary 
success.  In  both  the  spy  escaped  unliurt.^  It  was  tlie  misfortune  of  surgeons  to  be 
sometimes  considered  as  spies,  and  they  deserved  it.  liiehard  Lowther  aildresses  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax  from  Pontefract  Castle,  March  0,  lGll-5,  "For  your  chirurgcon  I 
cannot  admit  of  him  ;  but  if  the  medicaments  be  sent,  T  shall  joiii  my  own  surgeons 
with  one  of  your  party,  a  prisoner  here,  to  use  the  best  of  their  art  in  tlie  cure  of 
the  poor  wounded  soldiers."  •* 

■  8.  Death  of  Colonel  Boles,  p.  70. — The  singularity  of  this  tragical  relation  con- 
sists in  the  entire  omission  of  the  name  of  the  principal  sulVerer.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  in  tracing  the  outline  of  such  a  murderous  conflict  it  has  not  been  once  told 
after  all  what  was  most  prominent  in  the  group  of  the  de;id  and  dying.  Tliere  is  the 
bristle  of  arms — there  arc  the  slaughtered  hur>es— not  a  single  word  as  to  the 
principal  person,  the  author  of  that  resistance,  which  lasted  for  so  many  hours,  and 
ceased  not  the  whole  of  the  time  till  he  was  slain.  Colonel  Jiolcs  died,  as  Si)encer, 
and  Chesterfield,  and  other  cavaliers  died,  refusing  quarter  from  those  whom  he 
deemed  rebels  to  his  lawful  sovereign.^  There  is  however  nothing  in  tliis  incon- 
sistent with  the  general  tenour  of  the  narrative,  for  it  will  be  seen  hereafter  that 
Ci-omwell  himself  is  not  mentioned  by  name  throughout  the  wliole  of  the  story. 

The  account  given  by  Monro  in  his  "  Expedition  "  (i.  52)  of  the  violation  of  a 
chm-ch  by  soldier.^ as  a  place  of  refuge  exhibits  a  striliing  contrast  in  the  treatment 
of  a  like  sid»ject  by  a  superior  mind  :  "Some  men  perhaps  will  blame  our  co7iduct 


'  Luke,  ^LS.  Notebook,  2S  b. 

2  MS.  Letter-book  of  Sir  W.  r.rercton  (Brit.  Mus.)  i.  :iO(]. 

3  Clarendon,  vi.;  Cary,  Memorials,  i.  Wol.  Fairfax  Corre.-jjondcnce.  i.  185. 
*  Appendix  V. 
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here"  (at  Aickilionrd  in  Ilolstcin),  "for  pnrsniii^  men  retired  to  a  chureh,  being 
a  place  of  refUjre  *  ♦  *  they  treailierousl y  retired  tlieni>elves  tu  a  loft  ai>iirt  in 
the  church,  for  their  own  safeties,  and  left  traincs  of  powder  to  bloAv  us  up  at  our 
entry,  which  made  our  compassion  towards  tliem  the  older  ;  for  when  the  subject 
of  our  hatred  is  sinne,  it  cannot  bo  too  dcepe  ;  and.  for  my  ov.  ne  j'^rt.  I  rofn^rd  not 
to  shew  eom})ass;L>n  on  those  who  did  beu-  it  of  me,  and  what  others  did  in  their 
fury  I  did  tolerate,  not  being  powerfnll  to  Idndcr  them  :  yet  truly  my  compassion 
was  so  much  tb.at  when  I  saw  the  house  ordained  for  God's  service  deliled  M  itli  their 
bloud  and  ours,  and  the  pavement  of  tlie  chureh  covered  over  with  the  dead 
bodies  of  men,  trucly  my  heart  was  moved  unto  the  milde  streaincs  of  pittie,  and 
wept."  This  extrnordinary  writer,  in  spite  of  his  defects,  has  wonderful  passages 
of  feeling  and  eievation. 

9.  Prisomrs,"  p.  7L — Wliat  increased  the  severity  of  tlie  contest  was  the 
enctimbrance  of  prisoners.  It  is  evermore  so  in  civil  strife.  If.  in  the  api)rehension 
of  many,  death  was  preferable  in  such  a  case,  conlinement  did  actually  pj'ove  fatal 
to  some.'  Ill-usage,  bad  diet,  and  neglect  in  sickness  were  before  their  eyes.  If  all 
these  were  escaped,  tedious  hours  must  elapse  before  excliange  could  be  negotiated. 
It  is,  perhaps,  little  considered  what  hard.-  hips  were  endured  by  the  prisoners  on  either 
hand.  The  common  receptacles  were  soon  overstocked,  and  complaint  arose  on  both 
sides  ;  very  early  by  the  Parliameiitarians  of  the  sufferings  of  their  friends  at 
Oxford.  The  behaviour  of  Smith,  the  King's  Provost  Mai-.shal,  is  loudly  censured 
by  Lndlow,-  -svho  was  detained  in  the  castle  for  a  time.  On  the  other  hand,  tlie 
confiuement  of  tlie  Koyalists  in  the  prisons  of  Lnndou  in  })articailar,  and  the  stifling 
holds  of  the  ships  in  the  Thames,  wris  attended  with  no  h-ss  disastrous  ellects.  And 
so  it  went  on  tlironghout  the  disputr  :  in  the  cities  and  garrison-towns  the  common 
prisons,  besides  barns  and  churclios,  were  cr')wded  to  snfi'ocatiou.  The  ca^tle- 
dnngcons  of  the  ancient  nobility,  damp  and  ueglecicd,  once  more  called  into  use, 
■w  ere  often  the  scenes  of  sufferings  unkno^^  n.  liristol,  York,  Nottingham,  Shrewi- 
bury,  Ludlow,  and  many  stronjj:holds  in  JCnghmd  and  Wales,  were  employed  as 
places  of  detention.^  Smith,  the  pi'o\  o.st  marshal  at  (  )n ford,  ajipears  to  have  been 
eminently  a  coarse  unfeeling  gaoler,  intent  upon  his  own  interests,  and  practicing  at 
heacl-cpiarters  in  a  way  that  ought  lo  have  incurred  the  dis[ik'asure  of  his  master. 
It  may  be  hoped,  as  Laxter  says  liberally  of  Charles  in  other  re-pccts,  that  it  was 
kept  from  the  knowledge  of  th<'  King,  and  ja-rhaps  of  many  solier  loid-  of  his 
council,  for  few  C(.>uld  come  near  tln  ni,  and  it  is  the  fate  of  such  m^t  to  ln.']ic\e  e\il 
of  those  that  tht-y  think  are  for  them,  nor  good  of  those  that  they  think  arc  auaiust 
them."  ^    The  Oxford  l*;irliament  at  length  took  up  tlu-  matri'r,  inquired  into  it, 

'  Ludlow,  Meni  irs,  i.  o7,  cf  allhi. 
'  Memoirs,  i.  Id^. 

^  Ludlow  and  lIutehiu-.Hi,  Memoirs;  r)r.ik(\  Khoraeuni:  Lady  I'l.  Ilaiby,  Letters. 
Sec  an  article  on  tlii.^  .subjeei  in  Jlild.  Ciloue.  cxiiv. 
<  Life,  U. 
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and  censured  Smith.  Sir  Francis  Ottley  at  Slircwsbnrj'  mij^ht  well  liavc  (Icmurred 
to  the  extent  of  Suiirh's  authority,  wh^u,  in  a  style  \)f  nnuli  impudence,  he  ^cnt  a 
deputy  to  that  i)lace  to  act  for  him,  and  receive  his  fees  for  sueli  prisoners  as  nii-ht 
he  committed  there. >  As  for  their  cai)tives  on  hoth  sides,"' says  a  writer,  "  they 
are  many,  and  left  misregarded."  -  Barwiik's  Royalist  mmioirs  are  rcph-te  witli 
charges  of  unjust  and  severe  detention.  Against  tliis,  it  must  not  he  forgotten  tliat 
the  gentlemen  were  often  upon  parole,  as  those  whom  Waller  took  at  Hereford.  In- 
stances of  honourable  surrender  and  of  di>hunoura!)le  e^ape  were  not  infrequent. 
Exchanges  were  made  as  to  rank  :  one  to  a  considerable  extent  touk  jjlace  in  the 
West,  between  Waller's  Commissiouers  and  the  Royalists,  during  which  they  seem 
to  have  enjoyed  a  hapj^v  meeting  over  the  generaVs  wine  :  so  much  so  that  the 
country  thought  it  was  the  precursor  of  peaee.^  As  an  instance  of  mercy  prevailing 
over  cruelty,  the  behaviom-of  Colonel  Hutchinson  and  his  wife  towards  their  bleed- 
ing prisoners  in  the  "  Lion's  Den"  of  Nottnighani  Castle,  in  spite  of  the  rcvilings  of 
their  own  preaching  captain,  Palmer,  is  above  all  vulgar  praise* 

10.  "  P/Zri?,"  p.  78. — This  picture  of  a  body  of  soldiers  niarchimr  to  an  assault 
shows  the  mixture  of  juusketry  with  pikes  adoptcil  in  the  tactics  of  these  wars.  A 
stand  of  the  latter  was  frequently  of  essential  service  in  close  encounter,  ami  would 
resist  a  charge  of  cavalry.  Their  multiplicify  of  i^ostures  in  the  drill  shews  the 
attention  that  was  given  to  this  since  abandoned  arm  :  they  consisted,  according  to 
Barriffe,^  of  no  less  than  50.  The  pike  of  the  connnou  ^oldier  seems  to  have  been 
of  au  unwieldy  length  :  it  is  variously  stated  from  15  to  IS  feet.°  A  military  -vn-iter 
(1642)  calls  them  '•'  the  onely  body,  strength,  and  buhvnrke  in  the  held."  Instances  of 
their  efl'ective  employment  are  endless.  The}-  won  the  battle  against  Fairfax  at 
Addertou  Moor,^  and  were  all  but  successful  in  the  obstinate  fight  near  Montgomery 
Castle,  where  the  Royalist  force  was  annihilateil  njion  the  mountain  (Sept.  18,  IC  U). 
To  these  may  be  added  the  signal  resistance  oi'  this  arm  against  the  cavaliers  at 
Auldborn  Chase  (Sept.  18,  1G43).'''  But  the  wcap.>n  in  the  hand  of  Uii-cli  \n  the 
lively  description  here  given  of  him,  is  the  h:ilf-})ike,  about  8  feet  long.  Monr.)  is 
enthusiastic  in  praise  of  both  these  weapons,  e>i)e<'ially  of  the  latter  for  an  oOierr  .- 
"  Thus  much  in  briefe,"'  he  says,  '*  for  theu-e  of  the  Tike,  the  most  honourable  of  all 


'  Appendix  VI. 

^  Lithgow,  Somers  Tracts,  502,  531. 

3  Bulstrode,  122. 

■*  Memoirs,  Ito.  150. 

^  ^lilitary  Discipline,  3. 

^  Rainsford's  Young  Soldier,  8. 

'  Warwick,  ilemoirs,  257. 

'  [At  the  battle  of  Edge-hill,  "\Miitelocke  says,  "  the  general-^  of  bmh  ai-niios  jier- 
formcd  their  parts  with  great  coiu-age  and  gallantry,  leading  on  their  forces  w  ith 
pikes  in  their  hands,  but  were  advised  to  change  that  posture,  as  litter  fe.r  a  private 
soldier  thati  for  a  general."] 
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weapons,  and  my  choice;  in  day  of  battel!,  and  leaping  a  stornie  or  entering:  a  breach 
with  a  liglit  brcst-phite  iy.n\  a  irood  hcad-pieco,  hciiii;  seconded  with  £:')"d  fellowcs, 
I  woukl  choose  a  good  halfe-pikc  to  enter  with."  '  Jiut  when  tlie  einpld^  incnt  el"  the 
pike  is  the  subject  of  di^^cussion,  the  singuhir  achievement  of  Ed^^  ard  Stanley  by 
that  weapon,  thongh  at  an  earlier  period  and  in  a  foreign  land,  slionld  not  be 
forgotten.  During  the  brief  campaign  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester  in  the  Low  Countries, 
Stanley  at  the  assault  of  a  fort  near  Zutphen  seized  tlie  head  of  a  weapon  oi  this 
class  that  was  directed  against  him.  A  mortal  struggle  ensued,  and  while  he  and  his 
antagonist  were  straining  cveiy  effort  to  gain  or  retain  it,  by  a  happy  presence  of 
mind  he  suffered  himself  to  be  raised  by  it  above  the  rampart.  The  act  struck  such 
terror  into  the  Imperialists  that  they  at  once  took  to  flight,  and  sufL'ered  liim  and  his 
followers  to  cany  all  before  them.  The  Earl  knighted  him  and  granted  him  a 
pension.  The  affair  is  circimistantially  related  by  Strada,  Do  hello  Bclgico,  viii. 
455.  ed.  1618. 

IL  Gallaiit  Scot''  p.  74.— The  alteration  of  the  word  "  Scot"  to  the  expres- 
sion *'  that  gallant  Scot makes  all  the  dilTercnce,  and  appropriates  the  sense  to 
an  individual  of  that  nation,  and  not  to  an  Englishman  of  the  name.  The  assistance 
of  Scotland  was  now  the  popular  theme  of  confidence  on  the  Parliament  side.  So 
far  as  the  influence  of  the  two  Houses  extended  the  English  Mere  tinder  covenant  to 
adopt  the  Presbyterian  juode  of  Church  government ;  in  fact  they  v\-erc  so  reduced 
by  adverse  events  that  the  taking  of  it  became  matter  of  security.-  It  was  printed, 
published,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  Sept.  22,  1G13  ;  and  the  Scots  were  lending  an 
army  towards  the  support  of  it.  "Waller  took  it  twice,  while  recruiting  his  army  in 
London.  His  testimony  to  the  nation  and  its  soldiers  may  be  given  in  his  own  words. 
The  Presbyterian  general  thus  expresses  himself  :  "  I  love  their  constancy  to  their 
Covenant,  their  steadiness  in  their  counsells,  their  gallantry  in  the  field.  Some  of 
them  I  have  had  the  honour  to  comnumd,  and  braver  men  I  am  confident  no  man 
could  command."'^ 

A  great  number  of  individuals,  old  soldiers,  officers,  and  privates,  who  had  learned 
the  art  of  war  in  foreign  service,  chiefly  under  Gu.stavus  Adolphus,  were  mixed 
with  the  contending  parties,  where  their  presence  was  most  acceptable,  and  some  of 
them  were  in  high  commands.  The  approach  of  their  regular  army  in  aid  of  the 
Parliament^  had  been  thus  heralded  to  tlio  }»nMie  by  one  of  their  news-book  writers 
in  praise  of  their  excellent  cpialities  ;  a  scurnful  hint  to  the  Cavaliers  of  what  they 
had  to  expert ;  as  though  it  had  never  been  known  what  their  former  presence  had 
proved  in  England  ;  giving  them  at  the  same  time  to  under^tand  more  fidly  of  what 
that  force  was  composed  and  the  imijroveinents  that  they  M'ere  to  bring  wiih 
them  : — 

»  Expedition,  ii.  11)2. 

^  Papin,  ii.  483.  ^  Vindication,  21(',. 

*  They  crossed  the  Bcnnd-Jlixl  from  T5cr^\  iek,  in  detachments,  Jan.  IS,  10, 
1G43-4,  almost  knee-deep  in  snow. — PxU^>hv,orth. 
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"  The  Scottish  army  hath  a  very  able  traine  of  nrtilleric,  ami  many  pretty  cntrincs 
for  war,  aud  devises  for  killinij  Cava]icrs  aud  ra])ists  ;  the  noble  and  nblo  ircncral 
Lisly  (Lesley)  hath  contrived  these,  and  numy  orlicr  excellent  utiuscUs  for  ^^'ar. 

"  They  are  setting  out  orders  of  discipline  for  tlie  Army,  wliich  will  l;e  very  strict 
a.iid  severe,  for  it  is  one  of  our  best  principles  to  keepe  our  souldiers  at  coinniand  ; 
and  I  dare  say  a  prond  word,  never  was  a  better  disciplined  Army  iu  the  Christian 
world  than  ours,  ^^'e  have  no  dangerous  mutinies,  nor  repinings,  nor  complaints, 
but  an  universall  cheerfulucsse  in  our  whole  body.  You  will  not  believe  how 
peacebly  we  marched  with  our  Army  when  we  came  last  into  England,  aud  how 
we  kept  them  iu  order  ;  never  did  Army  make  less  spoile,  commit  less  violence, 
fewer  plimdcrings,  unless  he  were  a  bad  man  indeede  and  a  very  enemy  to  the  cause, 
and  then  we  borrowed  something  of  him  till  our  rcturnc.' 

*'  Om-  Army  is  very  hardy  too,  and  can  endure  nil  heates  and  colds,  and  a  small 
victailing  will  serve  the  turnc  ;  a  little  paste  well  kn(uided  in  the  pahue  of  their 
hands  is  there  usuall  dyet,  and  they  are  not  so  tender  as  your  English  Cavaliers, 
who  love  ease,  and  eating,  and  carousing.  Tliey  v.  ill  find  vree  are  too  hard  for  them 
in  our  marchings ;  wee  never  scruple  att  winter  nor  bad  weather,  if  the  way  will 
but  fit  for  the  carriage  of  ordnance  we  shall  travail  ourselves  well  enough  ;  we  can 
trott  over  the  mountaines  aud  forrests  of  snow  when  the  Cavileers  sett  *  *  «  over 
a  fire."''^ 

This  self-produced  testimonial,  however  coarse  and  vain-glorious  it  may  appear, 
from  causes  that  belong  to  the  general  history  of  the  period,  was  doomed  to  humilia- 
tion. They  gradually  lost  the  favour  of  the  party  who  had  invited  them,  and  against 
whom  they  ultimately  turned  their  arms.  Waller  had  very  early  learned  the  value 
of  such  men,  from  a  proof  that  he  had  received  at  the  siege  of  Portsmouth,  in  ICA2, 
his  first  undertaking  of  importance.^  They  served  to  leaven,  by  discipline  and  expe- 
rience, the  materials  of  which  his  own  forces  v/ere  usually  composed,  and  they  v.'cre  as 


'  [See,  however,  an  amusing  instance  of  i)ilhige  by  a  Sc.;tch  oflicer,  iu  Fairfax 
Correspondence,  ii.  14  ;  a  consciousness  of  some  cases  of  this  kind  may  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  a})ologetic  expressions  in  the  vaunt.  The  follow  ing  extract  from 
Burnet  (Own  Time,  i.  oS)  a'lVirds  an  interesting  comment  on  the  whole  passage  : — 
"  The  Scots  marched  with  a  very  sorry  eiptipage  ;  every  soldier  carried  a  week's 
provision  of  oatmeal,  aud  they  had  a  drove  of  caitel  w  hh  thcni  for  their  food.  They 
had  also  an  invention  of  guns  of  white  iron,  tinned  and  done  ah(uit  with  leather, 
and  chorded  so  that  they  could  serve  for  two  or  three  di.^cluaiges.  The  >e  were  light, 
and  were  carried  on  horses.  And  when  they  came  to  New  burn  the  I'aigli-h  army 
that  defended  the  ford  was  sur]u-i>ed  wiLli  a  discba.rge  of  artillery.  Some  thought 
it  magick  ;  and  all  were  put  iu  such  disorder  that  the  whole  army  did  run  with  so 
great  precipitation  that  Sir  Thonuis  Fairfax,  who  had  a  eonunand  in  it,  did  not 
stick  to  own  that  till  he  passed  the  Tecs  his  legs  trembled  under  him. "J 

2  The  Scotch  Intelligencer,  Oct.  10  to  '25,  1G13. 

3  Vicars,  G:>d  in  the  Mount,  15S. 
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cheerfully  Imive  in  tlio  ilanu^cr  of  battle  fts  tlicy  'uoio  resolute  to  nicer  tlio  iiuim-iliate 
npproach  of  dearh.  The  :>cot  of  onr  nan-ativc  iu;iy  he  ehis^'-l  ns  one  of  these. 
Their  hearing:  aiitl  temjicr  cannot  ])e  hettcr  descrihcd  than  by  Svnionils,  a  {renrlejnan 
in  the  KiuLT's  army,  au  actor  and  eye-witness  of  most  tliat  oecnncil.  lie  is  alludiiiLT 
to  an  event  which  took  place  several  mouths  after.  *' J-'riday,  IS  Oi  t(>hev.  ItM  i. 
His  ^Majestic,  ^cc.  left  Sarum  and  marched  toward  jVndcvor,  Waller's  forces  hL-iiiL;- 
tlicn  in  Andevor.  Gencrall  Goring  raysed  a  forlorne  of  horse,  consi.stin,:!  of  about 
200  gentlemen  that  were  spare  commanders  of  horse,  beate  them  out  of  Andevor, 
took  Carr  a  Scot  colonel,  and  another  captain,  a  Scott,  that  died,  who  a  little 
before  his  death  rose  from  under  the  table,  saying  he  would  not  dye  like  a  dog 
under  a  table,  bnt  sate  downe  upon  a  chayre,  and  ymediatly  dyed  of  his  wounds."  > 

12.  A  nni/-Sin'jL'ons,"  \).  7b. — In  the  establishment  of  the  rai'liament's  forces 
their  allowance  for  attention  to  the  sick  and  wounded  has  been  thus  stated.  Tlio 
Lord  General  had  his  own  personal  physician  at  G^'.  Sd.  per  day  ;  one  for  the  army, 
do.  ;  one  apothecaiy  at  10.n\  (?)  per  day  ;  one  surgeon  at  -is.  Each  regiment  of 
foot  had  its  surgeon  at  is.,  two  mates  each  at  2.V.  0,7.  The  Horse  Officers  of  the 
field  had  their  surgeon  with  his  two  mates  at  the  same  rate.  'J'he  Regiment  of 
Cuirassiers  had  its  surgeon  aud  two  mates  on  the  same  terms,  llarquebusiers  ami 
Dragoons  had  their  surgeon  and  two  mates  on  the  same,  lle-ides  these  there  w;;> 
a  surgeon  to  the  train  of  Artillery  at  is-,  jicr  day.  In  this  list,  v,hich  la}  s  claim  to 
accuracy,  the  surgeon's  chest  is  charged  at  It  seems,  however,  upon  the  whoU^ 

as  though  in  the  haste  of  enlistment  the  allowance  of  numbers  could  not  always  be 
filled  up.  as  the  want  of  surgeons  was  complained  of  after  the  battles  of  Alre^ford 
and  Xev.  bury  II.,  that  had  been  of  a  sanguiiutry  description,  when  men  of  their 
profession  were  of  course  much  in  request.  Barber-surgeous  are  mentioned  among 
their  forces.  In  those  of  the  King  each  regiment  had  one  to  every  company  at  one 
ration  j>cr  dkm  :  he  was  subordinate  to  the  surgeon-major.^  The  Kiug  of  Sweden, 
from  whom  niosr  of  the  military  arrangements  of  tbis  period  were  adopted,  a{)])ointc<l 
four  regular  siu-geons  to  every  regiment  ;  but  it  is  supposed  thai  the  Tml)eriali^Is 
had  none  of  this  class  till  about  tlie  year  1718.'  ^Many  of  the  leailcrs  in  both 
branches  of  the  profession  improved  their  skill  and  experience  in  this  time  of 


'  Diarv,  Camden  Soc.  HI. — An  anecdote  of  coutenqit  of  death,  wbieh  in  the 
mind  of  tlie  reader,  according  as  it  is  dis}ioscd,  may  be  productive  of  adniire.iion 
or  awe. — J.  "\V. 

2  Brief  Instructions,  ^.-c.  by  J.  B.  London,  KJiil,  relating  chiefly  to  Cavalry,  17  d 
seq.  They  were  rcLiularly  jirovideil  u  itli  in~:i  nuients,  metlii  anients.  and  military 
chests.  zV  surgeon's  chest  at  the  licginning  of  hostilities  was  worth  25/.— C.  J. 
]May  17,  liM2.  [Many  v^ere  taken  in  the  retreat  after  the  first  battle  of  Newbury. 
Merc.  Anl.    Sept.  21. 

3  MSS.  Ilarl.  b-ni,  !■(». 

*  llartc,  lli>r.  of  Guslavus  .Vdoliduis,  I'issay,  cvc.  xwv.  cd.  1-^07. 
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trouble.  They  shew  it  iu  their  M-ork>;.  Wiseman  treat-;  of  the  cuts  about  the  head 
nud  shoulders  received  by  the  i^ifanrrv  in  charLres  of  cavalry,  and  Sydeuliani  uf 
copious  blood-lcttin2  adopted  iu  fever,  when  lie  was  in  garrison  at  Dunstar  Ca^tle. 
They  were  ranged  on  opposite  sides,  Imi  from  the  nature  of  their  eniployuient  even 
-when  unattached  to  the  swordsmen,  few  of  them  escaped  pcr>ecution  and  e"ntisea- 
tion.  Harvey,  Batts.  and  "Wisenian  for  tlie  Kinn  ;  Sydenham  and  ^[ayerne  for  the 
Farliament,  were  all  drifted  into  the  current.  The  professiou  in  g-eneral  arc 
distinguished  in  the  public  records  by  tlieir  exertions.  They  moved  from  jilace  to 
place,  wherever  the  calls  of  humanity  were  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  iIirom;b  a 
country  disturbed  by  armed  men,  with  passes,  but  still  in  ]>eril.  Sir  Theodore 
Mayerne  and  Sir  Martin  Lister  were  consulted  by  Itotli  parties,  and  received  a  pass 
to  attend  upon  the  Queen  in  her  accouchement  at  l-'.xt  ter.  Two  of  the  medical 
profession,  the  one  in  the  field,  the  other  in  a  stronghold,  wt-re  instrumental  in 
saving  the  lives  of  children  committed  to  their  charge.  The  artillery  in  the  first 
great  battle  had  nearly  shed  the  blood  of  the  celebrated  discoverer  of  its  circulatiou. 
Iveclined  upon  the  turf  at  Edgehill,and  remote,  as  he  thought,  from  its  effects,  while 
he  was  reading  in  fancied  seciu-ity,  and  two  of  the  princes  placed  under  his  care 
were  playing  around  him,  he  was  aroused  by  the  ]dunL;iTig  of  canuon-lialls  in  the 
turf  to  make  a  timely  escape  from  danger.  Kipially  fortunate  was  Dr.  ^'atlianiel 
Wright  of  Hereford  in  saving  the  lives  of  heljilcss  wards  entrusted  to  him.  lie 
was  a  practionerof  some  eminence,  who,  driven  like  Tondjs  the  divine  at  Leominsier 
from  his  home  by  the  persecution  of  his  loyalist  ail vcrsaries,  had  sought  refuge 
with  his  wife  in  the  castle  of  Brampton  Bryan.  In  that  noble  mansion,  shut  U}) 
without  help  or  hope,  was  Lady  Brilliana  the  wife  of  Sii-  Robert  Harley,  at  that 
time  (1013)  one  of  the  most  active  of  the  leaders  in  London,  who,  while  amu>ing 
himself  with  destroying  the  most  beautiful  works  of  art,  left  tlie  defence  of  his 
castle  to  his  truly  noble  and  pious  lady.  She  >hcwcd  herself  e([nal  to  the  emergency, 
and  with  the  help  of  Wright  and  some  rcta ineis  enduied  a  siege,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  heroic  female  sunk  under  her  sorrow  s,  and  left  her  cb ildren  to  tbe  care 
of  Wright.  A  second  attack  ensued,  which  he  as  gallanily  repulsed,  obtaiiiiiig 
honourable  terms  from  an  inveterate  enemy.  He  is  )iot  u;ilit  to  l)e  cit».il  here, 
because  he  was  afterwards  connected  for  a  time  with  liii\]i  in  the  Commitue  of 
Sequestration  for  Herefordshire.  He  subsequenlly  rose  to  eminence  v>  iih  the  ruling 
powers,  and  attendtd  the  I'rotector,  as  his  physician,  into  Scotland,  by  whom  he 
w^as  made  a  Baronet.' 

In  the  comparison  of  the  jn-ofe-sious,  secular  and  divine,  if  might  he  a  question 
which  of  the  two  Ava?  most  serviceable  in  the  army,  the  surgc<'n  or  the  prcadu  r,  the 
one  who  ministered  to  the  evil  pa»ion>,  or  he  Avho  made  it  hi.-  study  to  miti-ate  the 
fatal  consequences  of  them.  It  is  j.leasing  to  see  a  ray  of  hiimam'ty  breaking  in 
from  this  quarter  through  the  dond-  that  overcast  the  state  of  society.  A  refcreiu'c 
to  Appendix  VII.  will  pr^ve  that  the  King's  Troop  of  Show  mi-ht  con.st'le  iheui- 


Ltttjr;.  of  Lady  Brilliana  llaile\  (('amd.  Soc.)  j>,issim. 
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selves  that  in  tlie  worst  of  their  trials  they  were  in  the  hands  of  one  who  with 
regard  to  hnmanity  was  n(?.  strauL'er  to  the  fi>olint^'S  of  a  L!;cntlcnian  and  a  Christian. 
The  Iving  oJicred  any  of  his  surgeons  to  Hampden  in  liis  la-^t  c\trc  inity.'  Justice 
has  perhaps  hardly  been  done  by  tb,c  writers  on  tliese  troubles  to  ihuse  who  were 
engaged  hi  alleviating  the  miseries  of  them. 

13.  ^- Birch  goi  conveyed  to  Lo?ido7i/'  'p.  7G. — Birch  was  certainly  in  the  right 
when  he  preferred  the  practice  of  London  to  that  of  the  country.  It  must  ever 
have  been  a  custom  to  do  so.2  His  lirst  surgeons  had  left  him  behind  them.  The 
Earl  of  E.sscx  could  not  forbear  indulging  in  a  sarcasm  byolYering  a  reeonniiendatictu 
of  the  same  kind,  as  to  its  being  the  best  phiee  for  Henrietta  ^laria.  "Whoever 
might  have  been  Birch's  favourite,  ^laycrue  [wliose  real  name  was  Turqnct 
Mayerne]  was  at  that  lime  high  in  estimation  witli  the  publie,  and  a  consnhing 
physician  much  in  request.  His  advice  was  also  often  sought  by  letter.  Baxter, 
■who  was  always  a  great  invalid,  resorted  to  him  more  than  once.  He  was  variously 
employed  apparently  both  in  surgery  and  medicine,  as  ai)pears  by  his  Adversaria,'' 
still  existing,  partly  in  ]MS.  .  The  names  of  Bym  and  Fairfax  are  both  to  be  found 
among  his  patients  ;  the  latter  consulted  him  in  writing  from  York  after  the  serious 
wound  received  by  a  shot  from  Ilelrasley  Castle,  and  previous  to  his  entering  upon 
Jiis  last  campaign.  Tros  TyrinsA  C,  nothing  came  amiss  to  him  ;  at  dilferent  times 
he  tloctored  the  King's  hounds  at  Kcw,  and  prescribed  for  the  I\\»yal  family. 

The  reader  will  perhaps  not  be  displeased  with  a  portrait  of  this  Esculapius  in 
bis  study.  Sir  Henry  Slingsby  will  thus  introduce  him,  Alludiug  to  his  wife,  he 
says,  "  The  physick  I  sent  her  down  from  London  by  Directions  of  D""  i.Iyorne,  of 
whom  she  had  taken  Physick  y*^  year  before  :  for  his  custom  is  to  register  in  a  book 

diseases  &  remedies  of  all  his  patients,  if  they  be  of  difficulties,  so  y'  sending  for 
his  book  he  finds  w*  he  had  done  to  her  forn^crly,  Sc  tliereupon  prescribes  y^  same  ; 
usually  I  went  in  a  morning  for  his  advise,  alxjut  7  of  clock,  where  I  us'd  to  find 
him  set  m  his  study,  w^''  was  a  large  roome  fnrnish'd  w''»  books  Pictures,  and  as  one 
of  y''  cheifest  he  had  ye  picture  of  y"'  head  of  llypj)0crates  y^  great  physitian;  cS:. 
upon  his  table  he  had  proportion  of  a  man  in  ^v-ax,  to  set  forth  y*-'  ordure  com- 
posure of  every  part ;  before  his  table  he  li;id  a  frame  w"'  shelves,  Avheron  he  set 
some  books  ;  Ov:  behind  this  he  sat  to  receive  those  y'  came  for  liis  advise,  for  he 
seldom  went  to  any,  for  he  was  corpulent,  .v  uuweiMy  ;  5c  y"  auain  he  was  rich.  5c 
King's  phycitian,  8c  a  Knighr,  w*^''  made  him  more  costly  to  deal  w^''  all."^ 

PL  Sir  irichard  Brown,  p.  SO. — A  citizen  of  London  of  great  repute  and  in- 
fluence, a  zealous  Parliamentarian  in  the  outset,  but  ending  as  zealously  on  the 
opposite  side.    lie  has  hence  experienced  praise  and  dispraise  from  both.   It  might, 

'  "Warwick,  Memoirs,  211. 

^  Instances  of  persons  being  conveyed  from  the  battU'  of  Edge-hill  to  a  L(^ndon 
Hospital  oeem-  in  tlie  Diary  of  a  iSurgeon.    l:^l!i^,  Oii^^inal  Letter^,  Series  2.  iii.  liUo. 
3  Diary,  GD. 


...I 


NOTES. 


177 


however,  he  thoui^Iit  fortunate  for  him  tlrat  his  services  reached  down  to  the  Ito.sto- 
ration,  to  wliich  he  as  heartily  cinitrihutcd  as  formerly  be  hud  olTercd  rcsi-tancc  to 
his  sovereign.  In  the  sarcastic  lan^uaire  of  the  times  lie  is  called  by  Warwic  k  and 
Symonds  the  Wood-,  aHirs  the  Fai:L:ot-monr;cr.  J]y  his  soldierly  exertions  he 
proved  himself  to  be  one  who,  like  IJiii  h,  could  change  from  the  countiny-houve  to 
the  field  of  battle.'  He  came  to  ilic  aid  of  Waller  from  the  troubles  in  J\ent,  and 
was  commander  of  the  London  force,  lie  had  then  tlic  rank  of  Serjcant-M;;jor- 
General.  During  that  summer  he  occupied  Abingdon  with  4,200  men.  1  liere  I'irch 
must  afterwards  have  found  him,  for  he  was  governor  of  that  place  till  the  war  was 
over,  and  distinguished  himself  for  awhile  by  such  severities  of  martial  execution 
before  trial  that,  like  Lydford,  the  unjust  custom  of  the  town  obtained  the  stigma  of 
"  Abingdon  law.*'  In  this  government,  however,  he  exposed  the  attempt  of  Lord 
Digby  to  bribe  him,  and  obtained  credit  with  his  friends  for  an  act  of  honour,  yet, 
for  plain  reasons  hereafter  to  be  seen,  it  had  ceased  to  become  a  temptation.  When 
the  war  was  over,  his  real  temptation  arose.  Appointed  as  one  of  the  coinirii---ioners 
to  attend  upon  the  King  in  his  tcmporar}'  coniinenicnt  at  lIolmI)y,  Brown  AN  as  so 
undeceived  by  the  amiable  traits  of  character  that  were  then  vk-^iblc  in  Charles,  the 
familiar  intercourse  with  him  on  the  greensward  at  bowls,  the  sight  of  his  studies 
and  devotion — a  striking  contrast  to  what  he  had  once  believed — that  he  became  not 
only  convinced  but  converted,  l^oyalry  appeared  dive-ted  of  the  charges  tliat  he  had 
been  wont  to  entertain  against  it,  and  he  did  all  that  he  could  to  wipe  out  M'hat  he 
found  to  be  his  errors,  and  tried  not  only  to  mitigate  but  to  avert  the  dangers  that 
were  threatening  his  Majesty  during  the  hour  of  his  adversity,  though  all  his 
endeavours  were  in  vain.  Brown  of  course  has  not  been  pardoned  for  this  by  the 
stern  severity  and  illnattired  hints  of  Ludlow,  who  by  some  may  be  thought  to  bear 
bard  upon  him.  Ludlow,  however,  was  not  to  be  trustcil  on  such  a  point.  The 
affection  with  which  he  was  spoken  of  in  the  gentler  timchcs  of  Clarendon  and 
Heath  has  secured  his  latter  reputation  as  a  Ivoyalist.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt 
of  the  sincerity  of  Brown,  from  the  sufferings  tliat  he  endured  at  the  Imnds  of  the 
ruling  party  in  the  House  of  Coramous.  In  his  passing  over  to  the  otlier  side  he 
was  as  remarkable  for  his  zeal  as  for  the  earnestness  Aviih  which  he  had  snpi)orted 
the  Parliamentarian  cause:  and  his  conduct  must  be  remitted  to  the  ini))artlal 
decision  of  posterity.    He  attained  the  degree  of  a  Baronet  at  the  Hestoratiou. 

15.  Sir  Matthrw  Apj?Ir//ar(7,  p.  SO.— Sir  Matthew  Ap]>!eynrd,  of  Dillin-hiim, 
Cumberland;  a  brave  Cavalier,  who-e  name  is  of  great  repute  in  the  annals  of  this 
war.  In  the  anny  of  1010,  and  in  the  VJih  regiment,  he  appears  as  Serjeant- 
Major  under  Sir  Charles  Vavasour.  A  long  period  tlien  elapses ^  till  the  year  loU, 
in  this  battle  of  Alresford,  tliough  he  could  not  but  have  attracted  notice  from 


•  He  had  been  at  Winchester  and  Chiehester  in  liili'. 

[lie  served  in  Ireland  with  Mnme. — Carte's  Onuoude.J 
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his  courage  wherever  he  appeared.  Ilis  rcgiincnt  Tscrc  called  "  yello'^^•-coats." 
Clarendon  terms  hiia  a  sol_}]icr  of  known  courage  and  experience.  lie  was  with  the 
King  at  Croprcdy  Bridge  and  at  Essex's  snn\'iidcr.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
enter  the  breach  at  Leicester,  where  he  received  the  ]iighe>t  class  of  knightliood 
upon  the  spot  (that  of  knight-hannerct),  and  was  made  lieutenant  governor. 
His  time  of  occupation  there  wqs  short,  and  Sir  Matthew  is  to  he  searched 
for  again.  He  is  found  raising  levies  in  Kadnor>hire,  and  aftcr\vards  drilling 
them  in  Bristol,  where,  as  in  Batli.  he  had  formerly  lain  di-al>lcd  and  in  debt. 
Our  account  of  him  closes  with  the  naiTativc  that  he  signed  in  vindication  of 
Prince  Eupert  after  the  surrender  of  that  city.  Having  thus  done  all  that  he 
could  for  his  general,  Ave  lose  sight  of  bini.  (Lloyd:  Clarendon:  Rushworth: 
Walker:  Symonds:  MSS.  Harl.) 

IG.  Blasj^herfier,''  p.  SO.— The  colloquial  employmcTit  of  oaths,  with  which  the 
Parlia^ment  had  as  a  body  lirandcd  the  Cavaliers,  would  lead  to  ati  inquiry  as  to  its 
origin,  too  exteusive  and  remote  for  discus-ion  in  this  place.  Taking  some  account 
of  the  case  as  it  now  stood  with  respect  to  British  soldiery,  previously  on  foot  or 
recently  called  into  existence,  the  veterans  as  a  class,  v.diercvi'r  they  ca-t  in  their 
lot,  would  be  fotmd  to  be  contaminated  vxith  the  hereditary  vice  of  combining  the 
terrors  of  imj'recatiou  Mith  those  of  tlie  sword.  ^Military  orders  on  either  side  were 
against  it.  The  punishment  theoretically  "\\'as  most  severe.'  Their  divines  assisted 
the  chiefs  in  denouncing  it.  The  King  in  person  protested  against  it.^  But  those 
who  had  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Parliament  had  been  sitting  under  popular 
Presbyterian  teachers,  who  had  been  more  successful  in  suppressing  the  habit  and 
exciting  an  e.^jn-U  de  corju  that  cast  it  in  the  teeth  of  the  Cavaliers.  These  on  the 
other  hand  seeni  to  have  persevered  in  it  obstinately  out  of  bravado  and  malicious 
spite.  Baxter  charges  it  u})on  both  armies.^  The  ne\vs-l»ooks  aiul  niiin'i'  or 
ephemeral  literature  of  the  Loudon  press  did  all  in  tlieir  power  to  expose  it.  It 
eveu  di;tur](5  the  gravity  of  hidier  |)rt>ductions,  tlie  lioport  of  the  Court  ^fartial  (^f 
Fiennes,^  and  the  studied  dignity  of  the  campaign  of  Fairfax  and  Cromwell  in  ttie 
West.'^  Eijc  expresses  h^s  abhorrence  of  it  in  another  instance  in  better  ta<tc,  lait 
coincides  in  the  fact  that  in  general  his  luirty  <:loricd  in  abstaining  from  it  as  a 
distinctive  mark.  Some  still  retained  it  to  tlie  annoyance  of  their  graver  conn-ades. 
After  all  the  industry  that  AValler  had  sliown  in  the  selection  of  oHleers,  here 
has  onfc  been  introduced  who   is  looked  upon  by  the   rest  as  a  disgrace  and 


*  Move  severe  than  could  be  ]mt  in  })ractice — boring  the  tongue  through  M-ith  a 
red-hot  iron.  [Yet  it  is  said  to  Inivc  bccTi  reported  to,  ^^  itii  other  measures  <if  the  like 
severity,  in  the  Parliament's  army.— Pei-f.  Oc.iiir.  Jan.  i:?,  It; |.")-(;.] 

2  His  Majesties  Declaration,  ^^c.  to  all  hi-  >olilii  r-.  in  the  head  of  his  army  at 
Southam,  Oct.  L'l,  1042.    Lombni:  printed  for  W  uv.  (iay,  T). 

l.,ife  47.  ^  Hargrca\e,  ,<i/j?r(j. 

*  Siiri"--:e.  An''lia  KcJiviva,  1  iN"). 
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prejudice  to  tLe  cause,  ^v hose  bad  cxnmple  was  likely  to  be  fatal  to  tli.>-e  v.  ith 
whom  he  acted,  and  -ivlio  consequently  failed,  n>  i^  K  fr  to  be  concluded  in  the 
present  iustance.  In  Cromwell's  **  lovt-ly  company,"  '  alumt  this  time  forming,  he 
took  steps  to  eradicate  the  reproach,  and  the  o^^ender^  paid  the  mitigated  fine  of 
twelvepenee  per  diem.^  The  same  apprehensiou  of  its  i.vejudicial  conse<iuenccs  was  en- 
tertained in  the  army  of  the  Lord  General  Essex,  prior  to  the  battle  of  Edge-hill.  Some 
of  the  subalterns  in  a  regiment  commnndetl  by  an  olllcer  obnoxious  to  them  upon  that 
account,  were  quite  in  an  agony  till  they  got  the  difliculty  removed.  "  Wee  want 
nothinge  but  a  good  leiftenaut-colonell,"  says  Xehcmiah  Wharton,  wTiting  to  his 
master  in  London-,  "I  hundjly  intreate  you,  as  you  desire  tlie  suceesse  of  our  just  and 
honorable  cause,  that  you  would  indeavor  to  roote  out  our  Lciftenant  Colonoii  ;  for,  if 
Tve  march  further  under  his  coaunaund,  we  feare,  ujum  suthticiu  grouiuls,  wee  are 
all  hut  dead  men.  *  *  Touchingc  Lciftcnant  Colouell  liiddemau  formentioncd,  1  once 
more  humbly  beseech  you — and  not  1  alone,  but  many  otliers,  both  connnaunders, 
officers,  and  coDimou  souldiers— that  you  would  endeavor  to  rout  him.'' ^  In  a  few 
days  after  they  broke  out  iuto  actual  mutiny,  and  the  cf)l()ncl  was  ca>]uereil.  The 
same  Xehemiah  Wharton  represents  that  even  the  children  in  Hereford  were 
familiarised  to  the  use  of  oaths.  The  general  custom  had  been  repressed  by  the 
statute  of  James  I.  and  twelve  pence  made  the  penalty  of  adults:  but  children  and 
other  offenders,  of  whom  it  could  not  be  levied,  mcj-c  to  be  whipped  or  set  three 
hours  in  the  stocks.  This  statute  had  been  revived  on  June  13,  IG  lo,  and  was  again 
referred  to  by  proclamation  at  Oxford.  April  IS,  IGll^ — a  singular  coincidence 
with  the  period  to  which  Eoe  refers.  The  proclamations  are  a  testimony  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  vice  iu  all  conditions  of  society.  Were  any  other  jiroof  warned, 
it  is  to  be  apju-ehcnded  that  the  rarely  exjnx-ssed  exception  to  this  scandal  sutliciently 
establislies  the  rule.  It  has  been  said  of  Sir  John  Digby,  who  was  subsdinently 
shot  at  Langport,  and  died  iu  the  flower  of  his  ago,  that  besides  his;nany  accom- 
plishm-euts  in  learning,  his  couraiie  and  conduct  in  military  afJ'airs,  he  was  iuudly 
ever  heard  to  swear,  or  observed  to  give  way  to  angci-.''  If  this  be  true  he  must  have 
appeared  to  great  advantage  in  Goring's  army,  whose  ollicers  and  soldiers  were 
proverbial  for  their  blasphemies  and  excesses.  The  behaviour  of  two  Cavalier 
officers  in  this  respect  is  feelingly  contrasted  by  C  rlK't.tbe  chaplain  of  Mas.-ey  the 
governor  of  Gloucester.  In  an  exi)cdition  in  May,  1 1".  1 1,  that  Colonel  defeated  a 
party  of  Koyalists  at  Little  Dean,  in  the  Eorest  of  Dean,  where  Cai)tain  Wigmore 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Congrcve  took  refuge  in  a  house.  They  were  closely 
pursued  to  the  same  room,  and  }>ut  to  the  sworil.  V\'igmore  retorted  upon  every 
fatal  thrust  with  a  curse.    The  last  words  of  dying  Congrcve  were  a  prayer.*^ 


'  Carlylc,  i.  Vj2.  '  Cromwelliana,  5. 

3  Arch[eologia,  xxxv.  313  cf  srqq. 

*  liushworth,  3,  ii.  GGG. 

*  Laker's  Chronicle,  198. 

^  Corbet,  JMilit.  Government,  Ixxxvi. 


180 


MILITARY  MKMOIR  OF  COLON  KL  .lOlTX  LIKCII 


17.  JTesilrir/e's  timidit//,"  p.  80.  — Sir  Arthur  Ilosilrige  if«  a;;ain  brought  forward 
in  no  very  favourable  light.  Prince  Kunert  had  defeated  Sir  John  Meldruui  at 
Newark  (Nov.  21),  raised  tfie  siege,  and  occasioned  such  terror  in  those  parLs  that 
several  places  had  surrendered.  The  news  has  produced  the  like  elfect  in  the  carnp 
of  Waller.  The  text  gives  us  to  understaud  that,  of  all  those  in  command,  Birch 
•was  the  only  one  who,  seeing  the  manner  in  which  others  were  affected,  expressed 
his  confidence  and  acted  upon  it.  "  Man's  extremity  is  God's  opportunity  wos  a 
favourite  adage  among  divines  and  civilians  as  well  as  .'soldiers.'  The  Srots 
employed  it  as  a  trttth  applicable  to  the  n\o>t  serious  diiriculiies,  and  Waller  hini>clf 
was  in  the  habit  of  cherishing  it,  for,  in  mentioning  his  eseii])C  at  Farnhani,  he  says, 
"  In  that  extremity  the  Lord  tooke  op[)  )rtunity  to  shew  him>elf  f^r  me  "  (see  p.  T-G). 
Hesilrige,  if  only  a  part  of  what  is  said  of  him  be  true,  was  highly  in  need  of  ^uch  a 
consolation.  By  his  own  admission  to  Holies,  he  had  little  pretensions  to  soldier-like 
bearing  at  Edgehill ;  and  what  is  here  said  by  no  means  exempts  him  from  the  im- 
putation of  cowardice,  when  on  the  sight  of  the  rout  at  Cheriton-wood,  he  calls  out 
to  Birch,  Xow,  Colonel,  have  you  fighting  enough  ?  "  This  is  clearly  the  language, 
not  of  a  confident,  but  of  a  dispirited  man.  Holies  tells  ns  that  he  stood  crying  under 
r,  liedge,  "  Ah,  woe  is  me,  all  is  lost,  we  are  all  undone  !  "  and  that  a  great  Scctch 
officer  (Balfour  ?)  reproved  him  severely  for  it,  bade  him  leave  the  field,  and  not 
stand  "  gudding  " -(crying)  there  to  di-hcarieu  the  soldiers."^  The  sarcastic  tone  of 
Holies  can  no  longer  be  set  down  to  mere  malice;  nor  is  it  too  much  to  suppose  that 
he  could  not  have  continued  in  public  estimation  to  occupy  the  part  of  the  Achates  of 
Waller.  It  was  a  wise  measure  to  have  called  in  the  as>i>.tance  of  Sir  William 
Balfour,  an  excellent  leader,  who  was  lent  from  the  army  of  Essex,  and  had  the 
connnand  of  the  cavalry  on  that  eventful  da}-. 

The  accounts  of  the  behaviour  of  that  body  arc  so  much  at  variance,  that  it  is 
difiicult  to  reconcile  them.  According  to  the  noble  historian,*  the  reappearance  ol'  the 
Cuirassiers^  dismayed  the  Koyal  Horse:  "Sir  Arthur  Hesilrige's  regiment  of 
Cnirassiers,  called  the  Lobsters,  •were  so  formidable,  that  the  King's  naked  and  un- 
armed troops,  among  which  few  were  better  armed  than  with  swords,  coidd  not  bear 
their  impression:"  ■*  after  sustaining  one  charge,  they  wheeled  oil,  stood  at  a  distance, 


'  Introduction  to  the  late  Petition  to  the  King,  Jan.  lU,  lC,i2.  Pari.  Ili-t.  xii.  10. 
—England's  Third  Alarm  to  War,  1G1;>. 

2  Holies,  ^lemoirs,  27. 

3  There  were  horse  cuira.ssiers  in  the  service  of  the  Belgic  States  before  1G2.5,  as 
well  as  harquebusiers  on  horseback.  [It  a])pears  from  Sir  E.  Walker's  Papers  that 
the  King  attempted  to  oppose  the  Parliament  wi;.h  a  similar  force.  On  ^lay  2,  IGl  f, 
a  troop  of  100  cuirassiers  was  ordered  to  be  raised  for  Col.  Blagge  :  tliey  are  not, 
however,  .subsequently  mentioned.  (MSS.  Harl.  G,S02,  12G.)  In  lG-12  William 
Legge  had  been  captain  of  a  troop  of  cuira-siers  in  Prince  Ihipert's  regiment. — 
Collins's  Peerage,  ii.  G  l-k] 

*  Clarendon,  viii.    [lloptou  had  conqjkiiued  in  the  previous  September  of  the 
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and  never  could  be  brought  up  figain.  If  tlioy  bnd  time  to  recover,  they  were 
discouraged.  The  officers  were  not  dcfic'icnt  in  bravery,  ami  Lord  John  Stnart  h).st 
his  life  there.  An  instructor  in  the  art  of  niilitaiy  liorKnian>]np  shows  that  they  did 
precisely  what  tliey  ought  nut  to  have  done:  "there  is  no  wliecliug  ofl','' ^-'^ys  the 
writer,  "  but  with  an  utter  ruin.'' ' 

18.  ^'Charging  n'ithont  ))nj  head-piece'^  ^.  81. — There  may  have  been  area>onwhy 
the  general  showed  himself  so  unnecessarily  fearless.  A  jealousy  had  sprung  up 
between  the  Lord  General  and  Walk-r  that  became  very  injurious  to  both  their  armies. 
Waller  thought  that  Essex  was  near  enough  to  Oxford  to  have  made  such  a  diversion 
in  his  favour  as  might  have  checked  tlie  expedition  against  him  at  Kouiulway  Down. 
Essex  reproached  him  with  unsoldierly  neglect  and  want  of  courage  tlierc  in  sufl'ering 
himself  to  be  beaten  by  a  handful  of  men,  and  to  have  deserted  his  foot  and  cannon 
withotit  engaging  his  own  person  in  one  charge  against  the  enemy lie  eonhl  not 
have  chosen  a  better  time  to  give  a  |)ersonal  denial  to  ilie  imputation.  l>ut  they  were 
of  entirely  different  temperaments,  and  could  never  thoroughly  agree  to  the  last. 
Their  connexion  was  broken  up  by  the  dissolution  of  the  Presbyterian  interest  after 
the  disgrace  of  the  Lord  General  in  Cornwall. 

19.  Jloj)fon's  retreat,  p.  83. — Hopton  and  Forth  retired  that  night  for  shelter 
to  Basing  House  ;  the  former  having  discharged  the  duty  of  his  connuand  by  secur- 
ing the  retreat  of  his  guns  and  ammunition  and  carriages,  through  a  lane,  in  safety. 
He  could  not,  however,  protect  his  lady  so  entirely  as  to  conceal  her  flight  from 
active  pursuit.  Other  instances  occur  of  ladies  of  superior  officers  who  attended 
their  husbands  in  the  hardships  and  perils  of  campaigning:,  and  awaited  the  event  at 
a  safe  distance,  till  the  battle  was  over,  following  the  line  of  victory,  as  tlie  case 
might  be,  or  flying  from  the  defeat.  This  was  strikingly  proved  at  Nasffty,  in  wliich 
so  many  of  the  females  of  the  Court  were  captured,  ;ind  many,  as  alleged,  were  slain. 
Either  at  Andover  or  Jlomsey,  Sir  William  Balfour  learned  that  Lady  Hopton  had 
slipped  away  from  the  confusion  in  the  direction  of  Xcwhurv;  he  despatched  a  party 
after  her  ;  they  overtook  her,  capturing  several  coach.os,  and  made  prisoners  an  escort 
of  200  attendants.  In  the  spirit  of  a  courtesy  akin  to  that  of  the  bo>(  da}  s  of 
chivalry,  she  was  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  lier  rank,  releascil,  and  con\ eyed 
to  Oxford.  No  robbery  was  allowed  of  plate  or  jewels  belonging  to  herself  or  those 
that  were  captured  with  her  :  the  residue  alone  was  reserved  as  a  pri/.e.^  The 
success  that  attended  upon  this  incident  probably  stinndated  Birch  after^vards  to 
attempt  a  similar  pursuit.    Monro  rebukes  the  ambition  of  ofliccrs  in  the  em})loy- 


unarmed  condition  of  his  horse  ;  and  in  December  of  their  decrease. — Warburton's 
Rupert,  ii.  291,  333.] 

'  Some  Brief  Instructions,  c'cc.  by  J.  B.:  Lontlon,  HUil. 

'  Clarendon,  viii. 

3  Rushworth,  3,  ii.  G55.. 
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meut  of  coaches,  as  matter  of  Inxury  or  state.  The  conduct  of  tlicEarlof  Nc\\  cn^th> 
by  employment  of  his  carrinfje  after  the  battle  of  Addcrton  Moor  in  conveying:  I.ady 
Fairfax,  taken  pri-oncr  in  the  retreat,  was  an  earlier  example  that  miuht  liave 
challenged  imitation.  *•  Not  many  days  after,''  are  Fairfax's  own  words,  "  the  F.url 
of  Newcastle  sent  my  wWc  back  again  in  his  coach,  with  some  horse  to  gnard  her  ; 
which  generous  act  of  his  gained  him  more  reputation  than  he  could  have  got  by 
detaining  a  lady  prisoner  upon  such  terms."  ' 

20.  "  Hesllrlgc—nerer  affected  the  foot-scrvicc,"  p.  90.— That  Sir  Arthur  could 
never  do  anything  as  Colonel  of  the  f(X)t  is  evident  from  his  delegating  the  connnand  of 
his  regiment  to  another  ;  and  thougli  he  "delighted  all  in  horse,"  if  we  are  to  believe 
what  Holies  has  told  us  of  him  -  and  is  confirmed  by  others,  it  will  lead  to  more  than  a 
suspicion  that  he  might  delight,  but  could  do  little  more  than  delight,  in  horse.  The 
predilection  of  Ilesilrige  for  this  arm  of  tlie  service,  and  his  preference  of  the  horse 
individually,  as  an  animal  useful  in  war,  may  have  been  ba»ed  upon  the  circumstance 
of  his  having  been-a  country  gentleman,  fond  of  good  stock  and  careful  of  it,''  one 
who  understood  rhe  value  of  horses,  and  v.-as  fond  of  bargahiing  for  them  in  the 
market.*  Here  he  was  of  great  service  in  purchasing  them  for  the  levies.  He 
"  delighted  all  in  horse,"  for  he  soon  perceived  the  superiority  of  horse  on  the  part 
of  the  Cavaliers,  and  was  the  author  of  that  singular  ordinance  -^  by  which  he  is  seen 
to  have  persuaded  the  Houses  to  take  up  the  subject  more  earnestly:  ultimately,  it 
was  the  cause  of  their  establishiug  a  superiority  that  helped  to  decide  the  war. 
'Again  he  *'  delighted  all  in  horse,"  for  he  loved  the  splendour  and  state  of  the 
complete  cuirassier, which  rivalled  the  Lord  General's  life-guard.  He  "delighted  all 
in  horse;"  but  it  may  be  added,  w^lthout  undue  severity,  that  he  delighted  not  in 
fighting  ;  at  least  to  this  effect  was  the  testimony  of  his  inthuates.^  Thus,  though  be 
was  colonel  of  a  gallant  regiment,  and  from  heat  of  temper  always  embroiled  in 
private  quarrels,  he  had  no  reason  to  delight  in  it  after  his  rebuff  at  Koundway 
Down.  Hence  he  was  suspended,  at  Alresford,  is  uudistijigui>hed  at  Cropredy,  and 
though  he  is  included  among  the  commanders  at  the  second  battle  of  Newlniry,  was 
one  of  those  who,  with  Manchester,  gave  their  vote  against  fighting." 

•  Memorials,  12mo.  1000,  58.  [Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  party- 
vehemence  of  Vicars  v>ill  not  wonder  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  gross  mis- 
represcutiitiou  here.] 

2  Memoirs,  p.  11.  ^  Holies,  Memoirs,  130. 

*  Ludlow,  Memoirs,  i.  112. 

«  Scobell,  40,  April  25,  1G43. 
6  Holies,  Memoirs,  27,  13G. 

''  Eushworth,  3,  ii.  735. — His  experience  in  that  branch  of  service  was  brouLrht 
into  play  long  after,  and  his  employment  at  a  season  of  great  dilliculiy  and  apprt-- 
hensiou  ensuing  the  death  of  Charles  L  will  be  seen  by  the  following  or.l.M  :— "  The 
Couucell  taking  into  con-^iileration  the  great  waste  and  spoyle  th.at  hnth  l)eeu  made 
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As  to  the  complete  cairass,  in  active  service  it  was  (lis.'\(lvanitnp:cons  for  many 
reasons;  and  it  may  bo  a  question  ^-.bether  Croinwcirs  soldiers,  commonly  called 
Ironsides  and  Lobsrers,  were  so  entirely  locked  u]i  in  armour  as  iho^c  of  IIesilri<ze 
had  been.  Many  were  the  inconveniences  of  jmnoply,  besides  tbe  binilrauces  they 
were  sultject  to  in  purring-  ir  on  when  a  horse-quarter  was  beaten  up  in  darkness  : 
its  .weight  in  winter  and  heat  in  summer  to  horse  and  foot ;  to  the  former  the  danizcr 
of  overthi-ow  and  difficulr}-  of  remounting.  Ludlo-w  was  cotnpelleil,  after  he  luid  left 
or  lost  his  saddle,  to  walk  np  and  down  the  whole  of  the  night  ensuing  the  battle  o<" 
Edgehill  to  keep  himself  warm  and  Monro's  own  amusing  confession  is  a  feeling 
proof  of  the  misenr-  that  he  endured,  and  served  him  as  a  lesson  for  tbe  time  to  come. 
Writing  of  military  punishments  he  says,  "  I  was  once  made  to  stand  in  my  younger 
yeares  at  the  Louver  gate  in  Paris,  hciug  then  in  the  King's  Regiment  of  the  Guards, 
passing  my  prenriship,  for  sleeping  in  the  morning,  when  1  ought  to  have  beenc  at 
my  excercise  :  for  punishraenti  v^'as  made  stand  from  eleven  before  noone  to  eight  of 
the  Clockc  in  the  night  Gentry,  Anned  with  Corslet,  Head-piece,  bracelets,  being 
Iron  to  the  teeth,  in  a  hor  Simimcr's  day,  till  I  was  weary  of  my  life,  which  ever  after 
made  me  the  more  strict  [cautious]  in  punishing  those  under  my  Command."'^ 

To  be  thus  over-armed  vs-ould,  in  some  sense,  be  for  a  horseman  to  be  di-^nnncd. 
In  Italy,  in  some  of  the  almost  bloodless  encounters  of  the  middle  ngo>,  a  battle  was 
sometimes  won  by  cntMng  the  girths  of  the  cavalry  and  bringing  the  horsemen  to  the 
ground.  On  the  return  of  Charles  VIII.  of  France  from  his  expedition  to  Xajjles, 
the  heavy-armed  Italians  at  the  battle  of  Fornova  suffered  from  this  cause.  They 
were  lancers  in  panoply,  and  were  unhorsed.  Tlicir  situation  would  have  been 
ludicrous,  had  it  not  been  fatal  for  them.  They  had  been  encumliered  with  their 
staves,  and  when  once  upset  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  camp-followers,  who  showed 
them  no  mercy.  We  had  a  gi-eat  number  of  straglers  and  seruants  f(dlowing  vs,  all 
the  which  flocked  about  the  Ttnlian  men  of  armcs  being  oucrthrowcn,  and  sine  (he 
most  of  them.  For  the  greatest  part  of  the  said  straglers  had  their  ]iatcbL-t>  in  tbcii 
hands,  wherewith  they  rse-d  to  cut  wood  to  make  our  lodgings,  v.itb  the  which 
hatchets  they  brake  the  visards  of  their  head  pecces,  and  then  clnuc  their  heads,  t\.r 
otherwise  they  could  hardly  hnue  bf^ene  slaine,  they  were  so  surely  armed;  so  that 
there  were  euer  three  or  fov.-er  about  one  of  them."  ^ 


of  horses  in  England  during  the  late  troubles,  aiul  the  great  want  there  is  like  to  l>c 
of  them  for  tlie  future  for  publique  .service  in  ICngland  and  Indaiid,  have  thdiiLdit  lit 
that  all  care  Ik}  taken  for  preventing  the  inconvenience  that  may  ctMiie  ihcieby,  d"e 
hereby  order  that  it  be  recommended  to  Sir  Arthur  lleselrcigc  to  take  >peeiall  care  to 
prevent  the  carryini-  of  horses  out  of  England  by  the  northern  parts."— Council  of 
State  Order  Books,  Feb.  21.  lolS,  i.  17.— J.  W. 

'  Meuioirs,  i.  50. 
Expedition,  i.  45. 

^  llistcM'ie  of  rhili]!  de  Commines,  translated  by  Daiielt,  '.V.VJ. 


mi 


184  MILITARY  MEMOIR  OF  COLOXFL  JOHN  RIRCII. 


21.  "  Challenge  h>j  night  or  day,"  p.  95.— The  most  remarkable  and  earliest 
instance  of  this  challenge,  wj.th  the  reply,  tliat  has  occurred  to  tlie  annotator,  is 
given  in  the  Letters  from  a  Snl.altcrn.  ( Arc  ha'olo-ia.  xx.w.  In  tlic  >lnrnu>h 
at  Powick,  "  Colonell  Sands  beinge  in  the  front,  the  Triiu'C  a>keil  him  whom  he  \vas 
for;  he  answered,  '  For  Kinire  and  rarliamont.'  lie  replyed,  '  Not  for  the  Kitige 
alone?'  lie  answered,  '  Xo.'  Then  said  the  Prince,  '  For  the  King  have  at  you.' 
The  Colonell  answered,  'For  the  Parliament  have  at  you.'  And  so  they  discharged 
each  at  other."  This  is  well  known  to  have  been  the  practice  upon  the  highway. 
When  the  parties  were  armed  it  was  followed  by  an  encounter;  sometimes  a  defence- 
less person  was  the  victim.  A  trooper  of  ]\[assey's,  in  an  im-oad  into  Hereford.-liire 
in  April  IGli,  shot  Pralph,  the  very  aged  Vicar  of  Tarrington,  Avho  replied  that  lie 
was  for  God  and  the  King:  and  a  Parliamentary  newsbook  treats  it  jeeringly  as  a 
joke.  (^lercurius  Britanniens,  May  20-27,  1()44.)  On  the  other  hand,  Sir  Francis 
Doddington  shot  Mr.  James,  a  minister,  near  Tauntcm,  as  he  stood  upon  the  way — 

Who  art  thou  for,  jiriest  ?"  "For  God  and  His  Gospel."  (Perfect  Diurnal).  Aug. 
19-26,  16J^4.)  The  subject  of  the  challenge  is  graphically  irraiod  by  Sir  Vs'tilicr 
Scott  in  the  Legend  of  ^^loutrosc.  [A  curious  instance  given  by  Vicars  ma}  be 
cited.  **  About  a  mile  before  they  came  at  the  Town,  they  discovered  auotlicr  p^rtie 
of  the  enemies  horse.  Heer,  they  discreetly  agreed  to  goe  soberly  toward  them,  every 
man  making  answer  ro  him  that  asked  any  cpicstion,  nothing  but  Fricnrh^  frlouls, 
all//'id;<fl'cf,  as  if  they  had  been  of  the  enemies  ti'oopes,  and  were  going  upon  some 
design,  it  being,  yet,  dark  ;  therefore  when  the  enemies  called  to  them,  Who  is  there, 
the  other  all  answered,  Friends, friends,  and  so  they  passed,  but  as  soon  as  they 
Avere  past,  and  thought  themselves  secure,  they  turned  faces  about,  and  asked  the 
enemie,  Who  are  you  for?  They  unswercd,  for  the  A'iny.  Then,  said  the\',  M'ee 
are  for  the  King  and  Parliament,  and  charging,  the  enemy  fled  towai'd  Horn- 
castle.^' —  God's  Ark,  45.] 

22.  Bonnington  C.'stle,  p.  100. — The  fcdlowing  also  relates  to  the  series  of 
occun-ences  that  serve  to  fill  up  the  outline  of  Koe,  and  comiilete  the  anecdote  of 
Forth's  attempt  to  escaj^e. 

The  Castle  of  Denuiugtou  (Donnington),  near  Xewbury,  on  the  north-west,  was  a 
place  of  importance,  and  had  been  once  renowned  for  the  residence  of  the  piK^t 
Chaucer.  Like  Basing  House,  it  had  Ijeen  an  eye-sore  to  the  Parliament.  It  had 
been  enti-usted  to  Colonel  Boys,  a  brave  and  honourable  Cavalier.'  His  defence  of  it 
has  been  famous,  ^fore  than  once  he  resisted  the  assaults  of  his  enemies,  defied 
their  summons,  and  beat  them  oil'.  One  of  his  spirited  answers  has  been  preserved 
by  Ileath,^  another  by  Clarendon.    They  both  refer  to  the  day  after  this  second 


'  [He  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  I'.arl  of  Pivcrs,  whose  regiment,  about  2()o  foot 
and  25  horse,  with  4  pieces  of  cannon,  formed  the  garrison.  He  was  knighted  I)y  the 
King  Oct.  22,  1G44.— Symouds'  Diary.] 

2  Chronicle,  i.  HX).  * 
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affair  at  Newbury,  It  should  be  observed  that  the  Kiug's  camion  had  during  the 
fight  been  drawn  up  under  the  walls  for  security  till  they  could  be  removed,  as  they 
afterwards  were,  to  Oxford.  The  next  day  they  drew  up  their  whole  army  before 
Donnington  Castle,  and  summoned  the  governor  '  to  deliver  it  to  them,  or  else  they 
would  not  leave  one  stone  upon  another  to  which  the  governor  made  no  other 
reply  than  that  he  was  not  bound  to  repair  it,  but,  however,  he-would,  by  God's  help, 
keep  the  ground  afterwards.'  Seeing  his  obstinacy,  they  offered  him  •  to  march 
away  with  the  arms,  and  all  things  belonging  to  the  gorrison,'  and,  when  that 
moved  not,  *  that  he  should  carry  all  the  cannon  and  annnunition  with  him,'  to  all 
which  he  answered  '  that  he  woiulered  they  would  not  be  satisfied  with  so  many 
answers  that  he  had  sent,'  and  de.-ired  them  '  to  be  assured  that  he  would  not  go  out 
of  the  castle  till  the  King  sent  him  order  so  to  do.'  OlTended  with  these  high 
answers,  they  resolved  to  assault  it,  but  the  officer  who  commanded  the  party  being 
killed,  with  some  few  of  the  soldiers,  they  retired,  and  never  after  made  any  attempt 
upon  it."' 

This  may  without  hazard  be  assigned  as  the  very  junctui-e  when  the  Earl  of  Forth 
was  resting  here,  sheltering  himself  after  his  wound,  till  he  thought  it  safe  to 
venture  out  on  his  journey  and  follow  the  King.  J?oys  bade  defuince  to  Cruunvell, 
Manchester,  and  "Waller,  and  the  whole  of  the  Parliaiuci-.tary  army.  The  temper  of 
this  officer  may  be  seen  in  Appendix  XIII.  in  a  nute  written  to  the  Governor  of 
Famham  Castle  upon  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

23,  "  Cross-count)'}/  road,''^  p.  100. — The  facility  of  moving  with  a  convoy  over 
open  downs  was  more  frequent  than  at  present.  Forth  was  on  his  way  to  Marl- 
borough, intending  to  reach  Bath,  and  had  hardly  escaped  from  the  inclosiu-es  about 
Kewbury  when  first  observed.  The  road  was  partly  iiu-losed  and  partly  oi)en.  It  is 
difficult  to  point  out  anything  more  than  the  direction  taken  ;  for  Hfmgerford  or 
Marlborough  are  neither  of  them  mentioned  in  the  line  of  their  flight,  and  might 
perhaps  have  been  avoided.  Horses  might  have  had  littlL-  diiruulty  in  passing  any- 
where; but  here  were  three  coaches  laden  with  women,  and  a  wagon  with  all  sorts 
of  valuables.  Owing  to  this,  their  wimling  couise  was  tra^'ed  by  the  hand  of  Birch, 
as  that  of  the  pursued  has  often  been  tracked  by  the  'Sovih  Americ;in  Indian. 
These  windings  therefore  must  liave  been  neccsMiry,  and  have  occasioned  delay. 
Six  hours  were  consumed  by  Birch  in  collecting  the  jKirty  for  the  chase  and  in  over- 
taking them  ;  and  their  fancied  security  encouraged  the  -ivounded  general  to  indulge 
himself  at  length  in  a  halt  that  proved  almost  as  fatal,  ami  from  the  same  cause, 
according  to  the  report  of  his  enemies,  as  that  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  at 
Yarennes  in  the  year  1791.  Otherwise,  as  the  license  of  war  admits  of  no  hu- 
pcdiment  in  the  demolition  of  hedges,  the  time  might  have  sufficed,  it  seems,  to  have 
gained  ground  ui)on  the  pursuer.  The  coathes  of  the  day,  however,  were  by  no 
means  of  a  light  kind,  even  for  ladies.    They  were  only  closed  by  curtains  m.^tead 


'  Clarendon,  viii.    [It  was  surrendered  Aj^ril  1,  H'-ir,.] 
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of  glass  panels;  the  more  modern  light  conveyances  would  not  have  been  equal  to 
the  diflicnltics  and  dangers,  of  the  road.  In  the  early  part  of  this  reign,  an  in- 
Btruction  given  on  this  subject  curiously  contrasts  with  the  style  of  an  approach  to  a 
coinitry  gentleman's  seat  in  the  present  day.  Serjeant  Iloskyns,  about  to  bring  his 
wife  down  from  London  to  his  mansion  in  Herefordshire,  writes  thus  in  Dec.  1G27  to 
Miss  Bom-ne  at  Morehampton  "in  the  Gilden  Vale."  After  the  mention  of 
conveying  the  coach  from  London,  and  desiring  that  the  horses  may  be  sent  forward 
for  that  purpose,  he  adds,  "  Take  care  for  the  coach-horses  to  be  had  at  this  time, 
and  go  presently  about  it  day  and  night  :  the  rest  we  have  more  time  to  do.  Study 
the  coach-way  ;  where  to  break  hedges,  and  how  to  avoid  deep  and  dangerous 
ways.'" 

Towards  the  end  of  the  same  century  (March  0,  1G84-5),  one  of  the  noble  ladies 
of  the  family  at  Troy  House  near  Monmouth  (Lady  Rebecca  Worcester)  thus 
answers  the  inquiry  of  her  friend  Lady  Iloskyns  on  the  subject  of  her  safe  return 
from  ILarewood  to  Troy  ; 

"  Madam, 

"I  thank  God  I  returned  to  Troy  safe  and  very  well  on  Friday  night,  after 
hauing  had  a  happy  dcliuerance  from  two  oucrturns  of  the  coach.  I  giue  your 
Ladyship  many  thanks  for  your  fauonr  of  sending  to  enquire  after  us,  and  for  your 
letter."^ 

The  distance  from  Harewood  to  Troy  tlirough  Ross  must  have  been  considerably 
less  than  twenty  miles  by  the  highway.  And  towards  the  end  of  another  century 
the  state  of  affairs  was  not  much  improved  as  to  sloughs  and  quicksands.  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  of  that  date  coming  down  from  the  metropolis  to  visit  his  estates 
at  Hom  Lacy  near  Hereford,  thouglit  it  prudent  to  carry  a  set  of  country  tools  in 
the  boot  of  his  coach  to  assist  in  removing  any  difficulty  that  might  occur  upon  the 
road;  and  the  writer  of  this  note  could  point  to  the  very  spot  where  such  im- 
pediment was  found.  He  could  also  show  a  highway  in  which  a  wagon  laden  with 
furniture  was  stopped  till  the  overhanging  trees  could  be  lopped  and  the  holes 
secured  in  the  road  that  led  to  his  dwelling,  and  that  in  the  present  century.^ 

To  revert  to  our  trorblous  times.  With  regard  to  the  fncMlity  of  travelling 
through  byways  or  no  ways,  by  tracks  or  over  downs,  it  may  be  instanced  that 
Colonel  Birch,  when  he  proceeded  with  one  of  the  Harleysto  meet  King  Willian\  HI. 
on  his  landing,  is  said  by  his  com})anion  to  have  pushed  through  the  country 
without  keeping  the  highway.  They  met  at  AVyconibc,  "  from  whence  we  went  to 
Wallingford  out  of  all  roads,  which  was  the  only  bridge  standing  between  Oxford 


»  MSB.  Collections. 
»  MSS.  Collections. 

^  He  recollects  when  the  Henley  road  to  the  famous  Hniversity  of  Oxford  was 
traversed  in  coaches  through  wintry  mire,  only  by  faggots  tbi-(^wn  down  to  stop 
the  holes. 
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and  London :  from  thence  we -svent  to  Salisbury  keeping  no  road,  and  bj  a  signal 
Providence  escaped  being  taken  by  a  party  of  King  .huncs's  horse."  ' 

Inclosures,  the  great  aversion  of  Tusser,  the  writer  on  husbandry  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  had  reduced  the  mode  of  travelling  to  narrower  dimensions  than  of 
old,  and  multiplied  miry  ways.  So  late  as  the  earlier  part  of  this  century  it  was 
commonly  understood  that  cattle-dealers  and  drovers  could  steal  a  way  for  their 
flocks  and  herds,  avoiding  tm-npikes,  nearly  fi-om  Gloucester  to  Loudon. 

24.  Ca])ture  of  Lady  Forth,  p.  100. — Now  that  this  adventure  has  been 
minutely  recited,  and  Birch  by  revision  and  correction  has  assented  to  eveiy  item, 
and  has  claimed  to  himself  the  credit,  such  as  it  is,  of  the  whole, it  is  curious  to  find- 
a  competitor  starting  up  with  an  opposite  claim,  and  appropriating  to  himself  the 
origin  and  management  of  the  exploit.  A  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp,  vindicating 
his  character  from  some  aspersions  in  the  Mercurius  Aulicus,  brings  out  in  the 
ensuing  spring  a  very  different  version,  and  introduces  us  to  the  obscure  names  of 
some  others  of  the  party.    His  case  is  thus  stated  : 

"  At  the  last  fight  at  Newbury  he  was  commanded  upon  the  guard  betwixt  New- 
beury  and  Dennington  Castle  after  the  fight  ;  he  then,  receiving  intelligence  froTu 
Col.  Burch,  di-ew  some  foirrty  men  and  horse  from  the  guard;  so  he  desired  Col. 
Biirch  to  go  along  with  him ;  there  were,  under  his  command,  officers  as  followeth  : 
Cap.  Draper,  Cap.  Lieutenant  Evans,  Cornet  IMathews,  Cap.  Draper's  Cornet ;  the 
intelligence  was,  that  my  Lord  Ruthin,  the  King's  Generall,  his  Lady,  and  divers 
more  with  him.  So  they  pursued  them  some  eight  miles,  where  they  tooke  the 
General's  lady,  and  some  prisoners  of  quality  with  ber,  three  coaches,  and  about, 
fifty  horse  and  men,  a  wagon  with  much  goods  in  it;  so  Lieutenant-Col.  Thorpe 
sent  the  lady  and  the  prisoners  towards  Newbury  with  Col.  Burch  and  some  of  the 
troopers  ;  the  said  Lieutenant-Col.  pur.-ued  tlic  Gonornll  some  nine  miles  further, 
and  rid  in  view  of  him  the  most  of  that  way,  but  he  having  but  some  two  nitu  witli 
him,  and  his  horse  being  weary,  he  returned  back  to  Newbury,  where  he  and  the  rot 
of  the  party  divided  the  spoile.  This  was  done  without  tlie  lossc  of  a  man.  This  is 
the  true  relation  of  this  piece  of  service.'"  ^ 

A  similarity  in  the  name  might  convey  the  notion  that  the  Lieutenant  Calihorpc 
of  Eoe  may  have  been  the  person  who  put  in  his  .subsequent  claim,  but  it  is  more 
probable  that  the  blunders  of  the  press  were  really  the  cause  of  the  diff^'ivnce,  as 
thus,  for  Lieut.  Col.  Thorp  read  Lieut.  Calthorpc. 

25.  "  Governor  of  Gloucester,"'  p.  10k — Sir  Thnmas  ^forgan  was  a  soldier  of 
fortune  who  had  learned  his  art  in  the  school  of  experience.  lie  was  a  nati\e  of 
Monmouthshire,  and  of  mean  extraction.    At  the  age  of  IG  he  was  sent  into  the 


«  MSS.  Ilarl.  885,  2,  10. 

-  Kingdom's  Weekly  Litclligenccr,  Aj.ril  8,  lGi:>. 
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Low  Conntrics  ns  a  recrnit  with  a  letter  of  introtlnction  to  an  ofTiccr.  The  story  is 
that,  on  reading  it,  the  person  to  ^vhclm  it  was  addressed,  casting  his  eye  upon  the 
stature  and  mien  of  the  youth,  said,  ^yith  a  sneer,  "What,  has  my  cousin  recom- 
mended a  rattoon  to  me  ?'*  (a  term  of  contempt,  signifying  a  West  Indian  fox).' 
Yonng  Morgan,  indignant  at  the  expression,  left  his  expected  patron,  and  went  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  service  of  the  Duke  of  Saxc-Wcimar.  How  he  was  trans- 
ferred from  this  into  that  of  the  Parliament  is  not  mentioned.  He  was  sent  dov.-n 
from  the  North  of  England,  where  he  had  hcen  in  some  M-ay  subordinately  employed. 
In  the  Fairfax  Memorials  a  Major  ^Morgan  is  spoken  of  as  ex})crt  in  taking  gar- 
risons.' [This  was  in  Marcli  10-13-4,  before,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  siege  of 
Latham  House.  During  its  progress  he  appears  as  Colonel,  "  a  hot-headed  Welsh- 
man, with  a  sharp  imperative  nuxuner,"  who  was  employed  by  Fairfax  as  one  of  his 
messengers  to  Lady  Derby,  and  directed  the  engineering  under  Rigby  after  his 
departure.^]  His  name  docs  not  appear  in  the  sauguinary  roll  of  any  great  battle, 
but  it  argues  no  little  for  his  ability  that  he  was  at  this  time  chosen  to  succeed 
Massey  in  the  government  of  Gloucester.  ^Nforgan  was  in  truth  a  veritable  and 
earnest  soldier.  The  charm  of  his  leading  as  an  oflieer  consisted  in  his  identification 
of  himself  with  his  men.  While  Sir  Charles  Lucas  and  others  on  the  Royalist  side 
incurred  the  censui-e  of  kee]>iug  too  much  aloof,  this  othcer,  in  the  Parliamcntarv- 
fashion  of  the  time,  was  familiarly  intimate  with  those  who  served  under  him,  and 
won  their  hearts.  Fairfax,  who  knew  the  merits  of  Morgan  during  the  distractions 
of  the  army  and  the  disbanding  of  the  regiments  when  their  number  was  to  be 
reduced,  strongly  recommended  him  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  fit 
to  be  sent  into  Ireland/  He  himself  petitioned  to  go  thither.  He  served  afterwards 
in  Scotland  under  the  Protectorate  with  great  credit.  In  the  attempt  of  Cromwell 
against  the  children  of  Charles  I.  and  the  friends  of  the  Stuai-ts,  this  leader  with 
6,000  of  his  men  was  sent  on  an  expedition  to  Flanders  about  the  years  It'^^T  and 
165S.  There  at  the  battle  of  Dunkirk  they  astonished  :Nrarshal  Turenne  and  many 
of  the  nobility  of  France.  The  courage  of  his  tro(^ps  was  admired.  It  is  his  own 
unaffected  account  ;  "  See,"  said  he  to  his  red-coats,  as  the  enemy  stood  in  battalia 
before  them,  '-yonder  arc  the  gentlemen  you  have  to  trade  withal."  Tlicy  gave 
such  a  shout  that  the  illustrious  foreigners  with  their  Marshal  came  uj)  to  inquire 
the  cause.  He  told  them  coolly  that  it  was  the  usual  custom  of  the  red-coats,  when 
they  saw  the  enemy,  to  rejoice.  Turenne  replied,  "  They  are  men  of  brave  reso- 
lution.'^ At  the  storming  of  Ypres  they  fell  upon  two  out  of  tlie  tlirce  half-moons  ; 
the  French  attacked  the  other  and  were  beaten  off.  ^Morgan  told  his  officers  and 
soldiers,  quietly,  they  had  better  give  them  a  little  help.  With  their  wonted  good- 
fellowship  with  their  leader,  they  called  out,  whether  "should  they  fall  on  in  order, 
or  happy-go-lucky?"   He  replied,  the  latter.    Lnmcdiately  they  were  on  the  simunit 


'  Bailey's  Diet.  v.  I?afioon.  Qu.  Kacoon  ? 
3  Civil  War,  i.  83. 


3  Lady  of  Latham,  S(),  93. 
*  Cary,  ii.  15. 
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of  the  work,  and  the  enemy  in  the  moat.'  On  one  of  these  occasions  it  is  said  that 
he  Avas  honoured  M-ith  a  visit  of  cnvio;^ity  not  only  from  Turennc  hnt  Cardinal 
Mazarin  and  otlicrs.  Full  of  expectation  to  fmd  sometliinLi:  in  him  heroically 
answerable  to  his  fame,  they  were  surprised  to  sec  a  little  man  not  many  degrees 
above  a  dwarf,  seated  in  a  hur  of  turf  suiTouuded  by  his  fellows,  distingui'^hed  only 
by  a  green  hat-case,  smoking  a  short  pipe,  his  voice  stridulous  and  answerable  to  the 
diminutiveness  of  his  starme.  When  he  was  angry  wirli  any  of  his  soldiers  he 
vented  it  in  a  squeaking  tone,  "  SiiTah,  I'll  cleave  your  skull."  This  wa-^  he  who, 
lacking  the  imaginary  dimensions  of  the  hero,  was  in  common  parlance  "every  inch 
of  him"  a  warrior.  His  manners  were  as  humble  as  originally  had  been  his  calling. 
He  was  fond  of  blowing  tobacco,"  and  the  present  of  silver  cans  and  a  beer-bowl  2 
to  his  Excellency  while  he  was  governor  of  Gloucester,  and  occasional  attacks  of 
the  gout,  fippear  to  obtain  some  coincidence.  Under  one  of  these  he  was  labouring 
during  the  extremity  of  rhe  march  to  Hereford,  and  it  alfords  some  clue  to  his  state 
of  health  on  that  wintry  night  and  his  resolution  of  endurance  under  that  malady. 
As  might  be  expected  from  one  who  had  seen  many  foreign  services,  he  spoke 
"Welsh,  English,  Erench,  High  and  Low  Butch,  but  all  imperfectly 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  Protector  he  and  his  men  returned  fi'om  Mardyk,  and 
were  sent  into  the  North.''  He  was  there  "  comman»lrr-in-chief  of  all  the  forces  in 
Scotland,"  and  resided  with  liis  lady  at  EdinburLih  (July,  IGi^O).  He  was  most 
essentially  instrumental  in  assisting  Monk  in  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  and  was 
afterwards  appointed  Governor  of  Jersey,  where  he  repaired  the  fortifications  ;  in 
which  post  he  continued  at  least  till  the  year  1G77.  Ci-adled  in  this  sea-girt  isle, 
and  occupied  in  the  consrnrction  of  its  defences,  with  his  snuill  garrison  (30  men),  a 
memorial  of  his  former  exploits,  he  appears  to  have  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
remaining  days  secure  from  the  storms  of  those  preceding  them.  Yet,  like  Birch, 
he  had  the  discernment  to  select  the  beautiful  land  of  Herefordshire  as  an  agrarian 
possession  for  the  property  he  had  gained  in  war.  Tlic  castle  and  manor  of  Ivynarsley 
(writes  a  genealogist)  that  had  passed  through  several  hands  descended  to  Lord 
Audeley  :  "  in  the  last  age,"  he  says,  "the  Salmons  had  it.  William  Salmon  left 
two  daughters  his  heirs  ;  Lucy,  and  Ann.  Lucy,  to  who.se  share  this  manor  felh 
married  James  Pit  of  Kyre,  Esquire,  wlio  sold  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Morgan  ;  and  his 
son  John  married  Hester,  the  eldest  daughter  and  co-beir  of  James  I'riee  of  Pillith, 
in  Radnorshire.'"*  Thus  quietly  passed  away  the  traces  of  one  upon  wbo^fe  decision 
the  fate  of  a  nation  as  to  monarchy  or  anarcby  once  gravely  dcj-i-ndod  for  four  short 
days  and  nights     one  whose  actions,  it  is  hoped  thus  not  unduly  magnilied,  may 


*  Somers  Tracts,  Collect.  4,  x.  155. 
'  Bibl.  Glouc,  cxvi.  cxvii. 

3  Aubrey,  Letters  from  the  Bodleian,  Lives  of  Eminent  Men,  2.  ii.  4C5. 
■*  [He  Avas  knighted  by  Pvichard  Cromwell,  Nov.  20,  IG^S.] 

*  Blount's  MS.  of  Hereford-hire. 

*  '<  If  your  petitioner  had  stayed  four  daycs  longer  at  York  witliont  goiitg  into 
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on  many  accounts  have  merited  rather  than  obtained  a  more  distinct  transmission  to 
posterity. 

26.  Xeutral'tfy,^^  p.  112. — The  oppression  of  the  garrisons  became  so  intolerable 
in  many  parts  that  it  gave  rise  to  the  insuiTCCtious  of  what  were  termed  "  Club- 
men " — peasants  rudely  armed  for  the  emergency.  The  Parliament  were  jealous  of 
this  neutral  or  third  party,  and  used  immediate  efforts  to  put  it  down.  The  various 
ways  adopted  by  different  commanders  are  interesting  to  trace.  Cromwell  treated 
the  subject  very  curtly  when  he  met  ihem  in  Dorsetshire  and  put  an  end  at  once  to 
their  proceedings  in  that  quarter,  Massey  went  to  Ledbury  to  treat  with  the 
Herefordshire  and  Shropshire  part  of  them,  and  tampered  with  them  in  vain  ;  a 
letter  descriptive  of  his  endeavom-and  their  loyal  tendency  is  given  in  Appendix  XIV.  : 
his  idea  of  "  the  rebellion  "  will  be  found  amusing.  Sir  Samuel  Luke,  writing  from 
his  garrison  at  Newport  Pagnell,  suggests  to  Essex,  very  naturally  as  he  himself 
had  property  in  that  county,  that  his  presence  would  be  desirable  among  the  Here- 
fordshire insurgents.'  The  people  had  been  goaded  to  desperation;  but  as  the  Parlia- 
ment were  now  tending  towards  the  ascendant,  and  the  leaning  of  the  Clubmen  was 
towards  the  King,  the  movement  met  with  discouragement.  It  is  little  suspected 
how  early  the  disposition  towards  neutrality  had  taken  its  rise  after  free  quarters 
and  the  oppression  of  garrisons  had  once  been  thoroughly  felt  and  understood,  and 
the  patience  of  the  public  become  exhausted  by  the  interminable  appearance  of  the 
quarrel.  A  proclamation  by  Sir  W.  "Waller  on  the  same  subject  will  also  be  found 
in  Appendix  XIV.  -  - 

27.  Brihe,''  p.  117.— It  must  be  confessed  that  it  derogates  not  a  little  from  the 
heroic  part  of  the  scene,  to  recollect  that  the  success  of  it  was  owing  in  so  great  a 
measure  to  so  corrupt  a  motive.  As  Birch  rode  through  the  snow-white  streets  of 
Hereford  on  that  bitter  moniiug,  he  Avas  kept  too  warm  by  the  agitation  and  bustle 
thatwas  going  on, to  call  to  mind  that  the  glory  of  the  victory  had  actually  been  sullied 
bya  bribe.  The  application  of  such  means  runs  throughand  stains  the  brief  annals  of 
the  dispute  ;  and  was  chiefly  attempted,  for  a  reason  that  will  l^e  obvious,  by  the 
Cavaliers.  They  resorted  to  it  as  the  royal  cause  grew  weak,  and  in  them  (not  as  in 
this  instance,)  it  v.as  the  unfailing  symptom  of  a  losing  game.  There  are  honour- 
able instances  on  both  parts  when  it  was  rejected  :  as  might  be  exjiccted,  it  was 
refused  mostly  by  the  Parliamentarians  ;  for  they  ])erccivcd,  as  the  afiair  went  on, 
that  the  stakes  would  surely  enough  be  in  their  own  hands.  Cases  are  too  numerous 
in  which  the  Pioundhead  had  the  advantage  over  the  Cavalier,  and  published  and 
gloried  in  it.  Backhouse,  the  lawyer  turned  soldier,  whose  loss  Massey  hafi  to 
lament  in  the  battle  of  Ledbury,  cajoled  and  gave  to  the  world  his  correspondence 


Scotland  to  joyne  with  the  Generall  his  Lordship  had  been  in  very  great  danger." 
Petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Morgan  to  King  Charles  II. 
»  MS.  Letter-book,  Ot>. 
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■vvitli  Stanford '  at  Gloucester,  and  Sir  E.  Brown  exposed  and  flung  into  his  teeth 
the  letters  that  passed  between  liim  and  Lord  Digby  while  lie  was  governor  of 
Abingdon.  Whitelocke  dwells  with  evificnt  satisfaction  upon  a  list  that  he  gives  of 
these  fruitless  intrigues  towards  the  end  of  hostilities  ;  but  the  plain  truth  appears  to 
have  been  that  the  Koundheads  felt  themselves  secure  of  tlieir  winning  without 
stooping  to  the  disgrace  and  meanness  of  a  bribe. 

In  the  present  instance,  however,  allowing  all  the  credit  that  can  be  claimed  for 
the  exertions  of  Birch  and  Morgan,  avIio  carried  oil  the  ])ublic  applause,  it  is  but  due 
to  the  vindication  of  Scudamore  to  put  in  the  strongest  light  that  the  whole  of  the 
success  was  the  result  of  the  grossest  bribery.  The  text  insinuates  nothing  that  can 
lead  to  a  conclusion  of  this  kind;  their  letters  offer  no  direct  revelation  of  it;  but  to 
have  ensured  success  by  any  means  was  the  object  of  Brydges  and  the  Parliament  ; 
and  again,  all  the  agents  concm-ring  thought  it  no  dishonour.  The  Governor  must 
be  acquitted.  The  plot  was  aided  by  circumstances  and  the  season.  Unless  his  own 
honour  could  be  impaired  by  his  flight,  setting  this^  aside,  with  them  alone  would 
rest  the  secret  shame.  It  is  plain  that  there  was  little  reason  for  exultation,  and  the 
praise  was  best  secured  to  the  relators  of  the  narrative  by  suppressing  the  origin  of 
the  plot  in  silence.  [It  is  thoroughly  brought  to  light,  hoM-ever,  in  the  Journals  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  as  will  appear  by  the  extract  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XV. 
IMercurius  Acadcmicus,  Jan.  1,  1G15-6,  says  that  Hereford  "  was  sold  by  that 
perfidious  Major  Price,  who  was  Major  of  this  City  when  the  Earl  of  Stamford  was 
there."] 

28.  Dissensions  in  Hereford,  p.  118. — In  Hereford  matters  were  not  cordial 
among  officers.  Besides  other  sources  of  uneasiness  with  which  Scudamore  had  to 
deal,  there  was  a  duel  pending  between  two  Cavaliers.  About  a  fortnight  before 
the  surprise  Sir  Nicholas  Throckmorton,  tlie  lieutenant-governor  of  Hereford,  the 
same  from  whom  a  sconce  at  the  time  of  the  siege  derived  its  name,  "told  Sir 
Thomas  Lunsford  that  he  lost  Monmouth  basely.  Sir  Thomas  told  him  he  lyed  : 
to  fight  they  prepared,"  says  Symonds  (Diary,  270),  '*  but  stopt  by  the  guards. 
'Twas  referd  to  six  gentlemen,  but  could  not  end  it  ;  they  were  both  confined.'' 
Scudamore  had  no  power  like  that  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  (Ilarte's  Life,  i.  154)  [to 
repress  this  practice,  which  was  not  confiued  to  the  Koyal  army,  a  duel  having  been 
fought  in  August,  1644,  in  a  street  in  Gloucester,  between  Major  Hammond  and 
Major  Gray,  with  a  fatal  result  to  the  latter. — Bibl.  Glouc.  109.']  It  appears  by 
this  that  the  usual  discontent  and  ill-humour  that  is  often  prevalent  among  men 
engaged  in  upholding  a  sinking  cause,  was  showing  itself  in  Hereford.  The 
govenior  himself  had  enough  on  his  hands,  and  had  given  ofienoe  to  many  persons 
by  the  difficult  course  he  had  to  pursue.  The  private  society  and  conversation  of 
the  officers  may  be  judged  of  from  this  specimen  and  from  the  company  of  David 


'  Biblioth.  Gloucest.  285,  et  seqq. 

'  [An  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  suppresiou  of  duels  June  21),  1G54.] 
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Hyde,  one  of  the  most  infamous  desperadoes,  -u-hose  attendance  upon  the  King  was  a 
disgrace  to  that  misdirected  cause,  \\  hen  on  the  4th  of  January,  1G4I-2,  he  "svas  ]>re- 
sent  at  the  Hon^e  of  CommoTis  with  Lunsford  to  help  in  the  aiTest  of  the  Tive 
Memhers.  David  Ilydc  had  quarrelled  Avitli  Sir  I'arnabas  Scudamore,  as  he  Mas 
ready  to  do  with  anyone  who  opposed  his  will.  lie  then  threatened  that  he  would 
take  \engeance  on  the  first  that  he  met  with  of  the  name.  This  happened  to  be  Sir 
John  Scudamore,  of  Ballingham  in  Herefordshire,  who  was  witli  Prince  Kupfrt  in 
Bristoh  Hyde  met  with  him  in  the  street  and  thrust  him  throuiih  with  his  sword 
[on  May  12th,  1645.  He  had  been  created  a  Baronet  July  2:]n\,  1044.  It  appears 
from  Scudamore's  Defence  (see  Note  29),  that  he  was  about  to  huld  a  court-martial 
on  mutineers  the  very  morning  that  the  city  was  taken.] 

29.  Si>'  Bariialjas  Scudamore,  p.  119.— It  is  but  fair  to  let  the  Governor  speak 
for  himself  in  this  instance.  It  adds  to  the  many  versions  of  the  story  that  were 
current  at  the  time.  The  Committee  of  Salop  gave  immediately  the  following 
account  to  Sir  William  Brereton.  "Worcester  is  much  dejected  at  this  suddaine 
loss  of  Hereford,  and  say  as  wee  hearc  amongst  themselucs  they  must  yeild  tliat 
Citty  or  they  must  he  vndoii.  Wee  haue  not  yet  receiued  the  particulars  of  the 
takinge  of  Hereford,  but  haue  sent  a  spcciall  messinger  to  be  fully  informed  of  the 
same,  whose  retui-ne  wee  cannot  expect  of  three  or  foure  dales  But  out  of  the  scuorall 
relae'ons.wee  haue  heard  and  conferrencc  wee  haue  had  w"'  those  that  haue  receiued 
it  from  the  Governo''  of  Hereford  his  owuc  mouth  since  he  came  to  Ludlowe  AYee 
conceine  the  tnith  to  be  that  Colonell  !\Iorgan  ye  Governo'"of  Gloucester  w"'  a  parrie 
of  Horse  and  Dragooncrs  drawn  out  of  Gloucester,  ?^Ionmouth,  Cannon-froomo  and 
other  of  y*  Parliam'*  Garrisons,  laying  hold  on  y^  opportunity  now  that  soc  many  of 
Hereford  forces  were  drawne  out  for  the  reliefe  of  Chester  and  other  sent  to  Bagland 
Tpon  an  unknoAvne  designe,  and  makeing  use  of  the  mist  vpon  Thursday  morneinge, 
marched  all  night  and  Earely  the  next  morning  vpon  the  Letting  do^^Tle  of  y^  bridge  a 
small  p'tie  first  rushed  upon  the  sentinell  and  the  rest  came  vp  presentlie  and  w"'  speed 
rushed  vpon  the  maine  Guard,  there  was  noe  resistance  at  all  made  as  wee  heare  of.  The 
Lord  Brudnell,  the  Bi'Pr  of  Hereford  his  soue,  IG  knights  and  manie  other  persons  of 
quality  are  taken,  w'^  aboundance  of  Treasure  and  Rich  prize.  The  late  Governo""  of 
Hereford  saith  for  himselfe  that  he  vpon  advance  of  this  partle  gauc  notice  therec^f  to 
y*-"  Governo''  of  Ludlowe,  rid  the  rounds  all  night  himselfe  till  h  of  y''  clock,  and  gaue 
order  to  y*^  To\N-ne  Maior  he  shoiTld  not  let  downe  the  bridge  before  halfe  an  bower 
after  eight  of  y*^  Clocke  and  should  double  tbe  Guards,  but  V  ifnior  let  downe  y''  liriilg 
an  hower  and  a  halfe  before  the  tyme  appointed  and  left  but  one  vpon  y"^^  Gu;trd 
blowinge  his  fingers,  soe  that  hce  coucluded  there  was  Treacherie,  in  y'-  Maior."  ' 

A  person  upon  whom  reliance  coidd  be  placed  was  ai)p<)inted  to  watch  the  bridq:e, 
but  according  to  ancient  tradition  this  important  individual,  on  whom  so  much 
depended,  wastukeu  off  his  guard.    The  constable  and  the  supposed  countrymen  iK'iug 


»  MS.  Letter-bo(,k  of  Sir  W.  Hrorcton,  iii.  ]!'.). 
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come  to  the  gate,  lunl  having  speri tied  who  they  were,  the  drawhridgo  was  let  dnwn 

and  the  gate  opened  for  thfin.    -  IJi'iiig  tv-nie  in  arc  to  the  gate,"  aeeordiiig  Uj  tlie  old 

story,  "they  called  npon  John  Wilder  to  drop  tlu'  la-iduv,  and  (»pen  it  ;  the  -aid  John 

beingc  a  trusty  man,  had  superintendance  of  that  porte,  and  w ai  an-',\erable  for  his 

right  conduct  in  tlie  same."     This  is  the  relation  that  i>  made  in  an  nneient  MS. 

quoted  by  Prit-e.'    The  anecdote  so  far  helps  to  conipk'tc  tlie  particuhirs  as  to  shew 

that  due  attention  had  been  paid  to  this  point. 

[The  courtesy  of  Iv.  W.  Banks,  Ksq.,  of  l^idgebou}-ne,  near  Kington,  has  enabled 

me  to  subjoin  to  the  previou^  statements  some  very  interesting  extracts  fi-om  a 

Defence  of  his  proceedings  published  by  Sir  Barnabas  Scudamore  in  1040. 

.  "  Up')n  Wednesday  in  the  aftcrnoone  I  was  advertised  that  the  enemy  was  marched 

out  of  Ledbury,  and  that  the  discourse  of  tiie  coumion  souldier  in  Ledbury  was  that 

they  were  going  towards  Hereford.    This  newes  the  messenger  delivering  privately 

by  word  of  mouth,  M-hen  }>Ia,-Ter  ]\Iajor  and  some  halfe  a  score  gentlemen  and  towncs- 

men  M-ere  in  tlie  roome  witli  me,  I  did  instantly  communicate  it  in  piiblicpie  to  them, 

and  directed  blaster  Major  to  make  proclamation,  that  the  townesmen  miglit  have 

notice  of  this  intelligence,  and  withall  be  required  presently  to  shovell  oif  the  j^nuw 

from  the  walls,  that  the  place  might  be  til  for  them  to  stand  on  with  their  armes  on 

the  first  alarum." 

*  *  *  *  ♦  ♦  * 

"  About  3  a  clock  that  afteraoone,  I  gave  ]Major  Chaplaiue  orders  to  double  the 
guards,  -which  he  performed  not,  as  by  the  list  he  gave  me  appeares.  At  9  a'clock,  I 
dismist  the  said  Chaplaine  to  go  to  his  rest,  telling  him  I  would  goc  the  grand  round 
myselfe,  and  should  expect  him  to  be  with  me  at  .j  a'clock  in  the  morning  to  receive 
from  niG  the  defects  of  the  guards,  and  to  look  to  the  towiic  while  1  might  eiiteh  an 
houres  rest  or  two,  being  at  8  a'cloek  in  the  morning  to  sit  at  a  com  t  of  warre  up^ui 
the  mutineers  of  the  day  before.  The  grand  ronnd  i  went  ai>out  one  o1  the  ch-ek. 
*  *  *  *  Going  on  tlic  round  at  every  port  I  eliarged  them  upon  jtaine  of  death 
that  neither  officer  nor  souldier  should  stiire  oit  from  their  guard  ;  ever  adding  that 
the  enemic  was  advancing  and  the  towne  in  dangei-.  Coming  to  Lyster's  gate,  at 
which  port  they  that  come  from  Ledburv  enter,  1  fonml  the  coritorall  so  drunke  tliat 
he  could  not  give  me  the  word,  whom  I  corrected  for  the  present  with  my  eane,  and 
commanded  my  Capt.  Livetenant  Ballard,  who  conunanded  the  round  v.ith  me,  to 
place  an  officer  in  commission  at  that  port  as  soone  as  the  Ln-and  ronnd  should  be 
ended,  and  to  lay  the  corporall  by  the  heelcs.  Loukint-  np  I  called  to  the  sentinel  that 
stood  at  the  top  of  that  gate  to  swingle  his  match,  and  answer  boini;  made  that  lie  had 
a  snap-hanz,  for  the  more  surety  I  sent  another  souldier  nj)  imd  called  himdowne,  and 
finding  it  to  be  so,  and  fixt  and  laden,  I  rctnrned  him  u])  to  his  >eiury  place,  and  added 
one  more  to  him,  leaving  a  strii-t  charge  tliat  the  -entries  should  It  often  vi>ited  and 
relieved  every  halfe-hour.  *  *  *  *  The  grand  round  being  endrd  .alMuit  :>  of  the 
clock,  I  ordered  my  Captaine  Livetenant  Ballanl  to  lontimie  rounil>  without  ceasing 
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until  8,  and  to  give  nic  nn  account.  *  *  ^  *  in  p];ico  of  it,  'tis  vcrv  well  kno\vi!e  l)_v 
testimony  of  some  who  cntreiVlhe  towne  with  the  eneniie.  that  he.  the  said  liulhud, 
dre^Y  oil  the  guard  from  r>\  >tcr's  n ate,  where  when  tlie  towne  \\as  entred  were  Imt 
foure  souldiers  :  and  further  that  he  luul  beforehand  poysoued,  or  by  some  other 
meanes  disabled,  the  nmrthcriug  peece  wliieh  lay  in  the  mouth  of  J  jvster's  gate.  ♦  *  *  * 
The  keycs  received,  away  he  "  (1-ieut.  Cooper)  "  hastens  *  *  ♦  *  uxid  passing  to 
Byster's  gate,  opens  not  the  wicket,  sends  out  no  scont<,'  but  opens  the  great  gate,  lets 
downe  the  great  cliainc,  lets  fall  the  drawbridge,  and  going  over  himselfe,  while  he 
saw  upon  the  other  side  of  the  mote  the  Liev.  and  six  souldiers  who  acted  the  i)art  of 
the  constable  and  labourers  (avIiosc  reported  pretence  of  being  sent  for  by  warrant 
Cooper  could  not  l)ut  know  to  be  untrue,  for  hee  was  the  overst'cr  of  the  ^^  orks  and 
■writ  all  such  wan-ants  and  saw  tlie  snow  upon  the  ground  wliich  made  it  unfit  for 
work  and  knew  that  the  ice  was  every  day  broken  by  the  garrison,)  cryes  out  (and  to 
them  certainly)  'Now  or  never.'  Witli  this  the  enemy  enters  :  Captaine  lIoAvorih  being 
in  the  forelorne  hope  of  foot  that  seconded  the  said  personated  constable  and  labourers, 
Sir  John  Bridges  in  the  forelorne  hope  of  horse,  and  Captaine  Aldern  in  the  second 
division.  Being  entred  the  gate,  where  they  found  but  foure  souldiers,  the  forclorae 
hope  of  horse  takes  the  right  hand  and  seizeth  upon  the  maine- guards,  where  were  but 
six  souldiers  and  one  ensigne  ;  and  Captaine  Aldern  takes  the  left  hand  to  my  h(,>usc  and 
the  castle.  My  man  brings  word  to  my  bedside  the  enemy  was  entered.  I  le.ipt  up, 
commanded  him  to  get  me  a  horse,  and  slipping  on  my  cloathes  I  ran  instantly  downe 
with  my  sword  and  pistoll  in  my  hand  to  tlie  foregate  towards  the  street,  where  the 
enemies  horse  already  come  fired  upon  me,  and  shot  my  secretary  into  the  bcliy  :  at 
which  I  retreating,  another  of  tlie  hou^e  .^huts  the  dot>r,  and  out  1  got  at  a  back  way 
toward  the  river,  in  liopes  still  of  my  horse.  Upon  the  left  hand  at  the  casth?  I  was 
shewed  the  enemy  gallopping  tov,-ards  me  ;  upon  the  right  hand  going  to  the  Bi.-liop's 
pallace  I  found  a  body  of  their  foot  camming  into  the  piillace  yard  ;  and  seeing  my- 
selfe  thus  beset,  my  hoy  shewing  nice  that  a  couple  were  gotten  to  the  other  side  of  the 
river  over  the  ice,  by  which  I  perccivd  it  would  bcare,  I  passed  over,  and  got  to  the 
gate  at  Wyebridge,  where  intending  to  get  into  the  towiie  at  the  ^^-icket  I  saw  most  of 
the  guard  gone,  and  a  body  of  their  hor-  e  comniing  upon  the  bridge  ;  and  then  under- 
standing the  enemy  to  be  fully  possessed  of  the  towne,  and  no  i)Ossibility  of  resi.^^tance 
left,  I  resolved  to  cast  myself  at  the  King  my  master's  feet.  *  *  *  From  hence 
then  I  went  to  Ludlow,  and  from  Ludlow  in  like  manner  to  Wcjrcc^tci-,  profe^>ing 
there  my  purjiose  to  ride  to  Oxford."] 

80.  Lirutena/if'CcIonrl  Kijyh\  p.  131.— A  word  must  bo  added  witli  respect  to 
Kvrle.     There  is  something  remarkable  in  his  a>sociation  with  the  i>arty.  The 


'  [Cruso,  in  his  "  Order  f»f  Military  AVatches,"  Id  i'i,  thus  doscrilies  the  duty  of  the 
Sergeant  Major  in  the  morning  ;  "  In  plaec<  <>t'  danger  he  openeth  the  uiiket  onely, 
and  sends  out  mmuc  men  a  pretty  di-tanee.  to  di>eo\er  whether  there  be  not  some 
Embuseado  (m;  the  like,  and  lindinu  all  -afc,  opens  the  gieat  gate."  0."..] 
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abode  of  this  notorious  character  was  at  Wultord  Court,  in  the  parish  and  near  the 
chuixh  of  Walford,  in  tlie  hundred  of  Greytrce,  three  miles  to  the  south  of  lioss, 
beneath  and  in  sight  of  the  windows  of  Gooih-ioli  itself,  but  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Wye.  This  mansion  was  siilhciently  fortilicil  to  jirevent  surprise,  and  he  kept  it, 
according-  to  appearance,  uninjured  from  any  attack  till  the  war  was  over.  It  stood 
at  a  place  where  two  or  three  roads  meet,  and  exliibited  in  after  times  a  circum- 
vallation  that  commanded  them  from  an  interior  monud,  on  which  a  gun  was  planted.' 
The  premises  were  further  defended  by  strong  walis,  provided  with  salient  angles 
against  assanlts.  The  house  itself  contained  a  considerable  numlier  of  small 
chambers  for  the  accommodation  of  his  men  ;  there  was  also  one  called  the  Armoury, 
whoso  name  sufliciently  indicates  its  use.  Coimnnnication  with  the  Forest  of  Dean 
■was  easy,  and  almost  immediate  ;  and  a  hill  is  s]]e\\m  in  the  neighbourhood  called 
•*  the  Warren,"  on  which  he  is  said  to  have  exercised  his  garrison.  To  the  eye  of 
one  who  surveyed  tbe  dimensions  of  the  walN  early  in  this  ccnitury,  they  exhibited 
nearly  a  mile  in  circumference,  with  a  height  of  eight  feet.  Shorn  of  their  dimen- 
sions, and  reduced  to  those  which  invested  more  immediately  the  house  itself,  they 
appeared  afterwards  as  above  described.  The  whole  is  now  transformed  so  as  from 
the  description  to  be  scarcely  kno^\^l. 

The  o-wner,  who  was  connected  by  marriage  with  the  families  of  John  Hampden 
and  Sir*  William  Waller had  done  more  than  enough  to  deserve  hostile  attack,  for 
he  had  followed  the  example  of  Colonel  Urry  in  the  dishonourable  German  system 
of  fighting  on  both  sides.  First  on  his  return  from  Continental  war  he  had  fought 
for  the  Houses  ;  then  he  published  a  recantation  and  turned  over  to  the  King  ;  then 
to  serve  against  him  ;  and  once  more  in  mere  treachery  had  dissembled  with  the 
Royalists  while  he  proved  theii-  foe.3  He  ended  on  the  conquerors'  side.  His  life  is 
a  specimen  of  the  genuine  turncoat  of  the  day  ;''  his  person  was  exposed  in  several 
encounters  :  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  how  far  he  acquired  the  cstimatioit  of  posterity. 
He  had  been  lately  active  against  Sir  Henry  Lingen's  comrades  in  ^Monmouthshire, 
and  once  by  treachery  captured  ]N[onmouth  itself  for  the  Parliament. 

31.  Surrender  of  Goodrieh  Castle,  p.  l.'>2. — Goodrich  bad  fallen,  but  not  the 
spirit,  nor  the  lives,  of  its  defenders.  They  were  adinirtcd  to  terms  of  '*  mercy  for 
their  lives."     Such  was  the  distinction,  often  adverted  to,  in  their  laws  of  war, 

•  By  the  size  of  balls  there  found  of  8  lbs.  tbe  piece  of  ordnance  seems  to  bavc 
been  a  saker. 

'  Foslu'oke's  Ariconensia,  01. 

^  [Mere.  Aul.  says  he  had  been  on  three  sides  in  less  than  two  years.  Nov.  23, 
1644.] 

*  This  was  not  the  only  instance  in  Herefordshire,  according  to  Symonds.  (AValter) 
Baskervile  of  Cancm  Peawne,  small  estate,  {jure         first  for  the  Parliament,  then 

for  the  King,  then  theirs,  then  taken  in-isoncr  by  us,  arid  (with)  nnu  h  adi  e  gott  his- 
pardon,  and  wow  pro  Hc(ji\  God  wott." — Diary, 
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between  mercy  f<jr  life,  ami  mercy  alone  ;  and  with  tlie  former  of  these  Colonel  Bii-ch 
thought  fit  to  coiii|i]y.  Not. as  at  the  sad  and  rash  defence  of  Iloi)ton  Castle  on  the 
border  of  Salop,  's\here  a  few  brave  spirits,  by  "stonting  it  out,"  in  the  lan^nage  of 
the  private  soldier,  through  ignorance  or  obstinacy  incurred  the  fatal  forfeiture,  and 
were  in  cold  blood  put  to  death,  those  of  Goodrich  claimed  and  obtained  the 
favourable  terms  by  vrhich  they  were  rcciuirod  to  yield  their  persons  to  the  hands  of 
the  victor,  but  admitted  to  retain  their  lives.  They  marched  out  gaily,  if  tradition 
can  be  relied  on,  to  a  favourite  air,  wliidi  was  knoAvn  by  Sir  Ilarrv'  Liugen's  name. 
It  was  long  kept  up,  and  played  in  the  dances  of  that  time,  in  commemoration  of  the 
event,  but  is  irrecoverably  forgotten.'  This  anecdote  was  current  in  the  last  centur}-, 
and  told  to  Heath  by  Dr.  Gritlin,  the  then  possessor  of  the  Castle.  He  had  in  his 
service  a  gardener,  who  in  his  youth  knew  and  remembered  the  air.  All  inquiries 
of  a  later  date  to  recover  it  among  the  m.instrels  of  the  ccnnitry  have  been  in  vain. 

It  may  be  thought  that  too  large  a  space  has  been  devoted  to  tiie  actions  of  Lingen 
and  the  scene  of  his  exertions  ;  but  tlie  desultory  manner  in  wliich  they  have  been 
passed  over  in  the  MS.  has  dra\vn  from  the  commentator  what  he  considered  impar- 
tially due  to  his  memory  and  ithe  loyalty  of  that  district  in  particular  among  whose 
romantic  scenes  and  wild  traditions  his  lot  has  been  for  half  a  century  cast. 

32.  Dcmorallfiafinn  of  Soldiert/,  p.  ir>0  (where  the  reference  has  been  accidentally 
omitted). — In  times  of  civil  dudgeon,  now  long  grown  high,  when  authority  and  law 
in  sotne  sense  were  for  awhile  inverted,  and  misrule  on  all  sixles  appeared  to  be 
gaining  the  ascendancy,  the  eye  would  be  reasonably  directed  to  the  power  by 
which  affairs  were  actually  swayed  while  matters  are  thus  balanced.  This  power  is 
only  found  in  the  sword.  It  is  the  sad  sequel  to  the  heat  of  continued  personal  pro- 
vocation and  strife  of  tongues,  and  after  foitr  years  of  unrestrained  employment 
throughout  more  or  less  of  the  affected  districts.  This  chastisement  going  through 
the  land  could  not  he  otherwise  attended,  in  principle  as  in  practice,  than  by  sad 
deteriorating  effects.  In  a  word,  the  injury  to  the  inflicting  as  well  as  suffering  part 
of  the  community  was  manifest,  and  in  both  was  exhibited  in  gross  demoralisation, 
Eeligion  and  manners  were  alike  violated,  and  in  particular  by  those  in  whose  hands 
the  weapon  was  grasped.  The  character  and  composition  of  those  who  constituted 
the  mass  of  the  forces  at  their  height,  con([uering  or  succumbiug,  has  been  variously 
estimated,  according  to  the  prepossession  of  snlisequent  lookers-on,  and  the  merits  or 
defects  of  their  leaders  have  been  as  variously  censured  or  applauded  ;  but,  without 
descending  much  into  pnrticubirs,  it  is  evident  that  princi})le.  where  any  had  existed, 
had  now  degenerated  into  the  luve  of  gain,  and  the  root  of  all  evil,  combined  with 
the  unlicensed  extravagance  of  other  passions,  prevailed.^    Some  of  tlie  severest 

'  Heath,  Excursion  down  the  "Wye. 

'  We  mav  accept  the  confession  of  one  of  the  coolest  jnd-es  u;)on  the  subject, 
when,  as  to  the  real  w.irth  of  the  military  toA\  :ir(h  the  coiu'ln>i()n  of  these  mi--ciies, 
he  told  Sir  Philip  ^Var^vi(.•k,  who  went  to  \isit  him  (Sir  T.  Fail  fax)  aftrr  the  snr- 
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paroxysms  of  the  disease  were  past.  The  terrible  atrocities  of  Sir  Marmaduke 
Laugdale's  forces  by  bind,  tlie  Itrntul  excesses  of  vS\vanlcy  by  sea  against  the  Irish, 
rewarded  with  applause  [and  even  more  substantially]  ])y  the  Parliament,  and  the 
unexampled  ordinance  for  hanging  every  one  of  those  soldiers  taken  in  arms,  passed 
by  the  two  Houses  and  retaliated  by  Rupert,  but  disowned  after  the  shame  of  com- 
pliance and  disgust  by  both  him  and  E.-sex,  may  be  set  aside  as  glaring  and  offensive 
blots  in  the  page  of  history  ;  but  there  are  revelations  of  another  kind  v»hieh  throw  a 
shade  on  the  Avinding-up  of  this  story.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  tlic  blame  rests 
wholly  with  the  conquerors  where  all  contributed  tlicir  shai'e  to  the  effect  ;  but  it  was 
•so  remarkable  to  those  who  were  in  the  secret  as  loudly  to  demand  rtdross.  The 
Parliamentary  force,  in  spite  of  the  claims  uf  its  leaders  to  religious  superiority,  had 
by  this  time  grievously  degenerated  and  subsided  into  a  chaos  that  exhibited  the 
utmost  moral  disorder  and  threatened  to  corrupt  the  mass  of  society.  This  it  is  hardly 
too  nntch  to  conceive  of  it,  while  such  hints  as  exist  in  the  secret  memoranda  of 
those  who  had  not  originally  intended  to  expose  them  to  public  gaze,  remain  un- 
e'xpunged  from  the  impartial  hands  of  those  who  were  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
their  truth,  and  ashamed  that  it  should  ever  have  been  divulged.  Sir  Samuel  Luke, 
who  was  a  droll,  as  was  his  clerk  (Butler),  tells  us  what  were  amusing  were  it  not 
serious  [as  to  the  intoxicated  condition'  of  the  Parliamentary  recruits,  as  well  as 
details  of  a  more  revolting  nature  concerning  the  state  of  his  garrison-town].  It 
needed  an  iron  hand  to  reduce  it  to  order.  That  .-tringent  pressure  was  found  in  the 
final  exertioiis  of  Fairfax  and  Cromwell.  It  is  thus  that  succeeding  ages,  from  whom 
truth  has  long  been  hidden,  are  by  such  revivals  warned  from  the  breakers  on  which 
their  ancestors  have  suiiered  shipwreck.' 

33.  ParcTinse  of  Lj/tscojial  Lands,  p.  155. — [Bircli's  investment  in  episcopal  pro- 
perty was  at  first  a  very  profitable  one.  His  hop-yar<ls  at  Whitbourne  (notoriously 
however  an  uncertain  crop)  are  said  to  have  produced  in  one  year  upwards  of  TOO/. 
But  he  would  have  suffered  materially  at  the  Restoration  had  it  not  been  for  a  stroke 
of  that  time-serving  policy  which  distinguished  his  course.    His  exertions  in  the 


render  of  Oxford,  that  the  best  common  soldiers  he  had  came  out  of  the  Ro}  al 
army,  and  from  the  garrisons  he  had  taken  in  :  so  (saycs  he)  I  found  you  had 
made  them  good  soldiers,  and  I  have  made  them  good  men." — Memoirs,  253. 

'  [The  following  letter  from  Col.  Venn  at  Northamjtton  to  the  CommiMee  of  both 
Kingdoms,  dated  April  11,  UUf..  gives  a  curious  insight  into  the  state  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary levies  at  that  time:  "Most  countries  press  the  Scum  of  all  their  Inha- 
bitants, the  King's  Soldiers,  Men  taken  out  of  [uison,  Tinkers,  IVdbus,  and 
Vagrants  that  have  no  dwelling,  and  such  of  whom  no  account  can  be  given,  it  is 
no  marvel  if  such  rim  away"  (desert). — L.  J.  See  Wallcr'.s  Vindication,  12(t,  for 
a  remarkable  statement  as  to  the  number  of  Ivoyalist  soldiers  int  huled  in  the 
newly-modelled  army]. 
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cause  of  royalty  obtained  a  promise  from  the  King  that  he  should  not  be  danmiticMl 
"  for  severall  sums  of  moupy  by  him  layd  out  and  for  purchasing  at  second  hand  sixc 
mannors  and  severall  otlier  tlniigcs  part  of  that  Bishopriok,  and  for  mony  expended 
in  building,  repairing,  and  improving  the  lands  of  the  Bishoprick  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  about  nine  thousand  Pounds  and  consequently  he  obtained  from  Bishop 
Ci'oft  leases  of  the  whole  to  the  trustees  of  the  widow  of  Bishop  Monk,  the  General's 
brother,  and  Croft's  predecessor,  wlio  had  held  the  episcopate  for  less  than  a  year. 
However,  a  very  serious  misunderstandijig  afterwards  arose,  which  Clarendon,  mediat- 
ing for  Birch,  failed  to  terminate ;  and  it  was  referred  in  1G71  to  the  arbitration  of 
Sir  Edward  Harley  of  Brampton  Bryan,'  the  very  man  -who  had  lodged  such  strong 
complaints  against  the  Governor  of  Hereford,  and  whose  character  for  justice  thus  re- 
ceived the  highest  attestation.  Many  recriminations  passed  in  an  unfriendly  spirit, 
and  the  Bishop  especially  was  moved  to  great  warmth  of  language.^  Harley 's  aAvard, 
though  not  wholly,  was  substantially  in  favour  of  Birch,  to  whom  the  lease  for  three 
lives  was  confirmed  ;  and  it  was  signed  by  both  parties,  April  12,  1G72.  The 
disputants  had  confronted  one  another  on  a  previous  occasi(in,  when  the  one  was 
Dean  of  the  Cathedral,  the  other.  Governor  of  the  Castle.  The  doctor  is  said  to  have 
preached  so  vigorously  against  sacrilege  that  the  soldiers  were  preparing  to  level  their 
fire-arms  against  him,  but  were  restrained  by  their  commander.  The  Bishop  in  his 
correspondence  shews  no  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  interposition  that  protected  the 
Dean  ;  but  perhaps  he  felt  none,  for  he  must  have  known  that  the  Governor  could  hardly 
have  ventured  to  sanction  such  an  outrage.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  relate  that,  on 
one  occasion  at  least,  probaljly  towards  the  end  of  the  Bishop's  life,  the  Colonel  was 
a  visitor  at  the  Palace.  And  after  all,  these  opponents  died  about  the  same  time. 
Dr.  Herbert  Croft  expiring  ]VLay  18,  IG'Jl,  in  the  SSth  year  of  his  age,  eight  days  later 
than  his  former  adversary.  He  was  a  younger  son  of  an  ancient  Herefordshire 
family.] 

34.  Birch's  Ejntaj^h,  p.  ICO.— [The  remarkable  error  in  the  date  may  pi-obaljly  he 
connected  with  a  circumstance  mentioned  in  the  life  of  Antony  a  Wood  (i.  r.(t4,  edit. 
Ecclcs.  Hist.  S(x;.)  under  the  date  of  ^May  1091.  "  We  hear  from  Hereford,  that  the 
bishop  of  that  see  with  his  attendants  went  to  "Welby  [Weobley]  to  deface  an  inscrip- 
tion on  a  monument  erected  in  that  church  in  memory  of  coll.  Jo.  Birch,  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  thinking  some  words  thereon  were  not  right  for  the  church  insti- 


•  One  of  the  most  irreproachable  and  inipiutial  of  neighbours.— J.  W. 

'  An  amusing  specimen  of  this  occurs  in  a  letter  to  Harley,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
"the  claws  of  y*  Greedy  Haii>ye  who  notwithstandinge  all  that  I  have  giuen  him 
would  yet  scratch  my  eyes  out  could  he  llnd  the  least  piece  of  Gold  nnd'  tliem.  God 
forgive  him  and  deliver  me  fri>m  him.  Amen."  It  is  however  due  to  tlie  Bi.-liMp  to 
state  that  in  a  sulK^-equent  letter  to  the  arbitrator  he  oflors  an  excuse  for  his  cxpres- 
sic^ns. 
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tution.  The  words  were  these  " — The  whole  inscription  then  follows,  with  a  few  un- 
important variations  from  tliat  now  ex/isting  ;  the  date— no  doubt  the  correct  one— is 
"the  7th' of  Apr.  IGIG."  W(M>tl  adds  "  The  colonel's  nephew  dcsignes  to  bring  an 
action  against  the  bishop  for  dcfaciiii:  it."  This  may  have  been  a  mere  threat;  it  is 
more  probable  that  the  matter  slept  during  the  time  of  IJishop  Ironside,  and  that  the 
epitaph  was  restored  as  we  now  sec  it  after  his  decease  in  1701  :  but  though  we  may 
thus  account  for  the  disappearance  of  the  true  date,  tJic  substitution  of  one  inaccurate 
alike  as  to  mouth  and  year,  within  so  short  a  time  after  the  colonel's  dcatli,  is  as  far 
from  explanation  as  ever. 

In  leaving  in  his  iiual  resting-place  the  old  Presbyterian,  whom  we  may  suppose  to 
have  become  a  conformist  in  his  later  days,  it  is  pleasing  to  record  a  fact  indicative 
of  liberal  feeling.  In  the  admirable  Camden  Edition  which  ]Mr.  J.  G.  Nichols  has 
given  of  Dinglcy's  History  from  ^larble  (I.  clii.)  is  a  representation  entitled  "The 
South  prospect  of  '^A'eobleys  Chm-ch  as  its  steeple  now  stands  Anno  MDCLXXXII 
lH?autified  repair'd  and  adorn'd  by  John  Birch  Esq""  one  of  the  lion'''''  Burgesses  for 
this  ancient  corporac'on."] 

[Addexdu:m. — It  should  have  been  renuirkcd  in  foot-note  ^\  p.  5.j,  that,  according 
to  Heywood,  Birch  is  set  down  as  a  ]\rajor  in  his  kinsman  Thomas  Birch's  accounts 
in  16i3. — Newcome's  Diary,  204n.] 
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The  two  folloTving  letters  will  perhaps  be  anuishig,  as  they  expose  the 
different  dispositions  of  persons  employed  on  the  same  side.  All 
accounts  concur  in  the  dispersion  of  great  numbers  of  those  who  had 
fought  at  Edge-hill  and  suffered  in  the  diseased  camp  at  Ecadiiig.  The 
writer  of  the  first  letter  shews  the  coolness  or  ease  with  iiNhich  his  object 
was  accomplished,  in  spite  of  his  having  subjected  himself  to  military 
law  and  to  the  punishment  of  death.  He  had  served  for  a  while  as  a 
dragoon  under  Captain  Baynes,  and  when  he  found  his  commanding 
officer  was  ordered  into  the  ^Ycst,  he  turns  his  back  upon  him  and  sends 
this  excuse. 
Captaine 

noble  Sir  my  due  respecs  waite  vpoiic  you  Sir  this  is  to  scrtifie  you  that  I  being 
Left  att  reading  one  wedings  day  niglit  Being  sccon  of  nouember  did  not  kno.v 
whether  to  Come  to  you  but  retired  to  your  l]ous  att  London  and  Coming  att  Lid 
parke  Sargent  Smith  vnder  Capt;iinc  linrus  lining  in  the  pallis  yard  tooke  my  hors 
and  my  sword  from  mc  and  tbuy  said  they  shoold  be  safe  for  you  and  soe  gaue  mc 
libertie  to  goe  for  I  was  not  very  well  att  this  present  I  find  my  selfe  not  able  to  doe 
you  seruis  Els  shoold  I  be  ready  to  waite  vpon  you  soe  baing  noetliing  Els  worthie 
to  informe  you  with  I  Rest  your  ljumble  scruant  att  Conmiand 

WiLLAM  Bacon 

fi-om  london  tliis  fowrth  of  nouember  1G12 

(2-) 

The  next  letter  is  still  more  strongly  descriptive  of  the  desertion  of  the 
army,  but  expresses  an  opposite  feeling  in  the  writer.  Goodwin,  the 
intimate  friend  and  neighbour  of  Hampden,  held  like  him  a  command 
under  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and  was  quartered  at  Aylesbury  in  the  first 
campaign.  Whitham  pleads  in  his  excuse  for  apparent  neglect  of  duty, 
among  other  reasons,  his  having  given  j^rouf  of  his  attachment  to  the 
service,  by  sacrificing  the  comforts  and  charities  of  private  life. 
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Most  Noble 

I  beseech  you  to  excj^sc  mcc  in  that  I  doc  not  -u-aite  vppon  you  for  orders 
accordinge  to  my  duty,  the  grounds  ■ -whereof  mcerely  arisiuge  from  my  care  to  the 
states  good,  for  if  I  should  bee  but  a  small  while  absent  our  dragooners  -u-ould  for  the 
most  part  all  bee  gone  w""''  as  I  conceiuc  would  bee  p'iuditiall  to  us  in  incouraginge 
our  enimies  and  discouraginge  us  to  hear  y'  our  forces  disband,  beesidcs  the  loss  the 
state  would  suffer  in  regard  of  their  horse  andArmes,  w<^''  yet  notsv%standinge  for  all 
my  care  of  them  and  engagem**  for  them  are  some  allready  gone  as  my  Leiftn':  this 
bearer  can  more  fully  informe  you:  Truly  S""  my  most  humble  &  honourable  esteem 
of  yo'"sclfe  and  my  unfayghned  respect  to  the  cause  brought  mee  hrst  unto  you,  and 
though  I  left  a  son'e  dead  ou'  night  and  a  sorrowfull  Avoman  hauinge  longe  had  a 
wounded  conscience  and  troubled  spirit  (and  then  much  more  increased  by  that  temporal! 
afflic'on)  yet  I  most  willingly  in  y"'  moniinge  left  all  to  obey  orders  I  rec':  to  waite 
Tippon  you,  w<^''  I  hope  together  w-''  yo''  oyvj\Q  goodnes  &  charity  may  perswade  you  of 
faithfulnes  of  him  to  doe  you  scruice  who  unfaighnedly  desires  to  bee  yo""  humble 
(though  unworthy  scruant 

Nath:  Whitham. 

To  his  much  Honou'"'*  and  Noble  Com'andcr  Coll: 
Goodwin  Com'ander  in  chiefe  of  the  forces  at  Alsbury 
these  p''sent. 

(Indorsed  by  GoodAvin,) 

Serg*  Maior  Witham  1C12. 

(Carte's  MSS.  Letters,  Bibl.  Bodl.  EEEE.  57.) 

.  AVliitham  (if  lie  be  the  same  person)  appears  to  have  risen  in  tlie 
army,  and  was  afterwards  Governor  of  Northampton,  and  brought  a 
party  of  horse  to  join  in  besieging  Banbury  Castle.  (Perfect  Diarnall, 
Aug.  26  to  Sept.  2,  1644.) 


APPENDIX  II. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Lady  P.  V.  Ilarcourt,  tlic  following  curious 
and  in  more  than  one  way  instructive  letter  is  now  published  for  the  first 
time.    It  appears  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  Sir  Waller. 

Our  grcate  Care  and  desire  was  and  is  to  p'seruc  the  Cyttie  of  Chichester  from 
vtter  ruine  and  wee  haue  Cause  to  blcsse  God  that  there  hath  not  bin  (though  the 
souldiers  lay  nine  dayes  and  niglits  in  the  open  feilds)  since  our  entrance  any  phuulriiige 
to  satisfie  the  souldiers    "Wee  jugnged  our  seines  to  glue  tboui  one  nicnthcs  pay  the 
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Cyttie  is  notable  to  make  this  good  w<^''  Compels  vs  to  mone  the  house  that  some  plate 
raysed  by  the  Cyttie  ypon  the  p'posic'ons  may  be  returned  to  assist  as  a  helpe  in  this 
greate  Charge  jf  tlie  house  please  not  to  grant  wee  knowe  not  what  miserie  may 
fal  vpon  the  toAvne  our  souldiers  liauciuge  hethertoc  w'''  much  patience  exj)ected  oar 
p'mise  but  jf  they  find  our  jnabiletie  ^Vec  knowe  there  rudenes.  The  valew  of  the 
plate  is  about  one  thousand  pounds.  AVee  had  in  this  towne  about  one  hundred 
Com'anders  and  officers  aboue  three  score  are  scut  vp  and  the  rest  shalbe  with  the 
fittest  Convayance  wee  Can.  The  Co'mon  souldiers  gathered  out  of  the  Countiy  and 
keept  in  by  force  wee  sett  att  liberty  but  the  Dragoons  sent  from  Oxford  will  Come 
vp  by  sea  ;  wee  looke  rpon  those  (jf  set  att  libertie)  as  men  that  Can'ot  but  doe  mis- 
chiefe  &  only  fitt  for  a  pla'tac'on.  Wee  p'sent  our  seruices  to  your  selfe,  aud  will 
euer  bee 

your  scruants 

Chichester  this  6  -  William  AValler. 

of  jan  lG-12  Art.  Hesilrige. 

William  Cawley. 

Indorsed, 

For  the  much  Honored  John  Lentall  Esq.  speaker  of  the  house  of  Com'ons  

with  this  note  by  Sir  Robert  Ilarley, 

Fro'  S^:  AV":  Waler  et.  to  Mr:  Speaker. 

(Brampton  Bryan  Papers.) 


APPENDIX  III. 
(1) 

.  When  Count  ]\IansfelcU  arrived  in  England  in  lG2-i-  to  raise  an  army 
under  his  command  for  the  recovery  of  the  I*alatinate,  in  tlie  4t]i  regiment 
of  foot,  under  Colonel  Sir  C.  Ivicli,  were  enlisted  the  following  officers  : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hopton,  and  Sir  William  AValler.  They  had  been 
comrades  in  that  expedition,  and  served  atid  siiflcred  together.  (Kiish- 
worth,  Hist.  Coll.  i.  153.)  On  the  strength  of  this  ancient  connexion 
Hopton  addressed  a  letter  tr>  AValler,  desiring  an  interview,  since  they 
were  on  opposite  sides.  This  is  the  answer  of  AValler  to  Ilopton, 
before  the  battle  of  Lansdown,  1G13  : 

Sir, 

The  experience  which  I  have  had  of  your  wortli,  and  tlu'  ]ia[»]iiuc^>e  whicli  I 
have  enjoyed  in  your  friendship,  are  wounding  con.•^i(leI•atioll^  to  me  Mhen  I  look 
upon  this  present  distance  botuecn  us:  certainly.  Sir,  my  alVcctions  to  you  are  so 
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uuchangcable,  that  liostilitie  itself  cannot  violate  my  friendship  to  your  person  ;  but 
I  must  be  tnie  to  the  cause  -wherein  I  serve.  The  old  limitation  of  vsque  ad  aros- 
holdeth  still:  and  -vvhere'  my  conscience  is  interested  all  other  obligations  are 
swallowed  up.  I  should  wait  on  you  according  to  your  desire,  but  that  I  look  on 
yon  as  engaged  in  that  partie  beyond  the  possibilitie  of  retreat,  and  consequentlie 
incapable  of  being  wrought  upon  by  anti-pcrsuasion,  and  1  know  the  conference 
could  never  be  so  close  betwixt  us,  but  that  it  would  take  wind  and  receive  a  con- 
struction to  my  dishonour.  That  Great  God,  who  is  the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  knows 
■with  what  a  sad  fear  I  go  upon  this  service,  and  with  what  a  perfect  hate  I  detest  a 
■war  without  an  enemie,  but  I  look  upon  it  as  ojjhs  Domini,  which  is  anough  to 
silence  all  passion  in  me.  The  God  of  Peace  send  us,  in  his  good  time,  the  blessing 
of  peace,  and  in  the  mean  time  fit  us  to  receive  it.  We  are  both  on  the  stage  and 
must  act  those  parts  that  are  assigned  to  us  in  this  Tragedy,  but  let  us  do  it  in  the  way 
of  honour,  and  without  personal  animositic  ;  whatsoever  the  issue  of  it  be,  1  shall 
never  resign  that  dear  title,  of 

Your  most 

Affectionate  Friend 

and  faithful  servant, 

"William  Walllk. 

(Vindication,  13.) 

(2.) 

Anotlicr  letter  shows  Lis  courteous  disjjosition,  more  akin  to  tiie 
Cavalier  than  the  Roundhead.  Tlie  lady  to  whom  it  was  addressed  liad 
suffered  fron)  the  capture  of  her  noble  husband  at  Hereford,  and  her 
expulsion  by  night  frum  their  seat  at  Horn  Lacy  near  that  place.  She 
had  been  forced  to  take  to  flight  from  the  visit  of  his  troops.  The  other 
house  that  is  mentioned  in  tliis  letter  was  at  Newark  near  the  city  of 
Gloucester,  and  now  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Parliamentariaus.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  he  could  perform  his  promises  of  relief  from  secjuestration,  or  if 
so  in  the  first  instance,  whether  such  relief  from  damage  and  sequestration 
could  be  continued. 

Noble  Lady, 

I  shall  ever  take  irt  as  a  great  honour  to  receive  your  commands,  and  I  sliall, 
with  a  ready  obedience,  entertuine  tliem. 

In  obedience  to  your  ladysliipp's  letter,  I  scut  for  Alilcruian  Pury,  and  questioned 
■with  him  wliat  wa-t  had  been  conunitteil  ou  your  ladysliipp's  bou>o  or  grounds.  I 
fmde  some  trees  have  been  felled,  and  have  g'nen  order  there  shall  be  no  more 
touched  ;  but  I  am  a---ured  nothing  about  tlic  house  hath  been  dcfneed,  only  a  tower 
of  nn  old  chnpj'i-l  adjnynlng  thereunto  was  pulled  down,  in  regard  itt  might  have 
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been  some  annoyance  to  the  workes.  For  your  ladyshipp's  rents  I  have  given 
order  the  sequestration  sh.5uld  not  bee  executed  ;  so  that,  Madam,  they  arc  still  at 
your  command.  If  there  be  any  tiling 'else  wherein  I  may  advance  your  ladyshipp's 
service,  I  humbly  beg  the  favour  to  be  commanded,  that  I  may  have  opportunity  to 
give  some  demonstration  with  what  passion 

I  am,  ^Madnm, 

Your  devoted  humble  servant, 

Waller.  . 

Gloucester,  June  4,  1643. 
For  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lady  Scudamore, 
att  Homelacy,  humbly  present  these. 

(I)uncumb,  Hist,  of  Herefordshire,  i.  2Gi.) 

(S.) 

This  address  to  the  Royalist  General  proves  liis  talent  at  hitting  upon 
the  temper  of  the  King's  officer,  and  how  nearly  in  some  respects  be 
approached  to  the  bearing  of  a  Cavalier.  When  these  two  commanders 
were  beating  np  each  other's  cjuarters  in  Wiltshire,  the  Parliamentarian 
being  worsted,  and  desiring  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  wrote  thus  : 

'  Waller  to  Goring. 

Noble  Lord, 

God's  blessing  be  on  your  heart,  you  are  the  julliest  neighbour  I  have  ever  met 
with:  I  wish  for  nothing  more  bat  an  opportunity  to  let  you  know,  I  would  not  be 
behind  in  this  kind  of  courtesy.  In  tlie  mean  time,  if  your  Lordship  please  to  release 
such  prisoners  as  you  have  of  mine,  for  tlic  like  nuinl^cr  and  quality  that  I  have  of 
yours,  I  shall  esteem  it  as  a  great  civility,  being  your  Lordship's  most  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

William  Waller. 
(Bulstrode,  Memoirs,  120,  ed.  1721.) 


APPENDIX  IV. 

I  am  now  lodged  at  the  Maidenhead  over  ag'st  Lincoln  Collcdge,  &  hope  to  haue 
my  quar"':  in  the  great  quaib-angle  a  corner  ground  Chamber  of  my  sonne,  even  in 
Ch:  Ch:  y^  Court  it  selfe.  I  fuund  all  passages  less  ditlicult  then  I  expected  w"'in  theyr 
Cj[uarters  k  in  Court  &  Citty,  (They  being  noe  less  earless  then  yow  strict  for  w<=''  yow 
owe  them  thanks,  k  they  none  to  yow)  am  taken  for  a  high  Cavallicr  and  shall  not 
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I  hope  want  opportunity  for  effectuall  service  in  due  time.  That  I  wi-itt  noe  sooner 
was,  that  I  could  perceiye  noe  danger  to  your  Gan'ison  upon  the  best  inquirie 
I  could  make;  tbe  Prince  Eupert  w'*^  horse  k  some  foot  di-awne  from  y*-'  scverall 
Gan-isons  to  y^  number  of  COOO  being  to  have  his  Eendesvous  at  Lamborne  on 
tuesday  night,  and  the  dcsseign  to  bee  for  the  Devises,  Glocester,  Bristow,  as  success 
shouhl  invite  him.  And  knowing  that  my  Lo:  Digbyes  Troope  quartrcd  in  "Whatley 
was  di'aMTi  up,  I  was  confident  it  could  not  bee  for  yow,  and  indeed  yow,  due  not  see 
much  feare  them  as  they  the  dcepc  waves  to  yow,  the  strength  of  your  Gun-ison  >s: 
fortifications  w^'^  the  all'ection  of  the  adiacent  Country;  Howsoever  yow  shal  d'^e  well 
to  stand  on  yowr  guard  and  observe  well  his  reverse,  And  I  shall  not  fayle  to  lettyow 
timly  know  what  I  may  if  yow  will  butt  send  a  witty  confident  fellow  to  mee  place 
another  at  some  reasonable  distance  from  the  TownCj  W*^^  I  wonder  our  scout  M''  Gen": 
hath  not  done  in  all  this  time  though  promised  -long  since  &  w^^out  w<^^  I  shalbee 
of  noe  vse.  This  messenger  is  mine  owne  servant,  I  am  thcrfore  confident.  Pray 
glue  him  this  inclosed  scale  back  againe,  that  he  may  retorne  by  yow  if  need  bee,  or 
view  well  the  man,  yow  may  know  him  another  time ;  his  name  is  AY"" :  Snape.  Though 
in  hast ;  I  am  S'' 

Your  verie  humble  and  carefull  servant 
(no  signature) 

Oxford  25''  ffeb:  16i2 

Plere  is  noe  certayue  newes  what  the  Prince  hath  done  as  yett.  The  Secretarie 
ffalkland  went  to  him  last  night  I  hope  he  hath  not  lighted  on  our  Convoy  of  mony 
&  Armes  w''^  they  say  Neale  theyr  Scout  M^  gaue  them  notice  of  ho^^Tly  Butt  I  hope 
they  missed  thep*  marke,  for  surely  it  would  haue  been  kno-s\Ti  here  ere  tliis. 

(This  figure  on  ^ 

(Seal  a  death's  head.)       (No  address— indorsed  C.  S.  10^2.)    the  back.)  J 
(Carte's  MS.  Letters,  Bibl.  Bodl.  EEEE.  64.) 


AITEXDIX  V. 

Six  and  forty  years  after  this  event  his  memory  was  recalled  and  per- 
petuated by  a  descendant  in  an  inscription  on  a  monument  in  AYinchester 
Cathedral,  which,  as  a  curiosity,  is  given  verbatim,  since,  proceeding  from 
a  Master  of  Arts,  it  is  as  remarkable  in  its  way  as  the  cliaractor  it 
records : — 

At  the  south-cast  end  of  the  pillar  at  the  head  of  Bishop  Morley's  vaulc,  on  a 
square  piece  of  brass  fixed  against  the  pillar,  is  this  inscription: 
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A  Me m or i all 

To  the  Ecnownccl  ]Marti^\li.>t  Kicluird  Boles  of  the  Ivight 
Worshipful  Family  of  the  llulscs  of  Liuckhonic  Sheire, 
Colonel!  of  a  Ilidgmeut  of  Foot  of  1300,  who  for  his  gracious 
King  Charles  the  First  did  Wouiulers  at  the  Battle  of  Edge 
hill,    ilis  last  Action  to  omit  all  others,  was  at  Alton  in 
the  County  of  Southampton,  was  sui-pri/.cd  by  five  or  six 
tlionsaud  of  the  Eebels;  which  caused  him,  there  quartered, 

to  fly  to  the  Church  with  near  fourscore  of  his  men,  who 
there  fought  them  six  or  seavcn  Hours,  and  then  the  Eebells 
breaking  in  iipon  hmi,  lie  slew  with  his  sword  six  or  seaven 
of  them  was  slain  himself,  with  sixty  of  his  ^len 
about  him.    His  gracious  Sovereign  hearing  of  his  death 
gave  him  his  high  Commendation  in  that  passionate 
expres^ion. 
Bring  mc  a  ]\Iourning  Scarf,  I  have  lost 
One  of  the  best  Commanders  in  the  Kingdome. 

Alton  will  tell  you  of  that  famous  Fight 
Which  this  Man  made,  and  bade  this  World  good  night 
His  vertuous  Life  found  not  Mortality ; 
His  Body  must,  his  vcrtues  cannot  die. 
Because  his  Blood  was  there  so  nobly  spent ; 
This  is  his  Tombe,  that  Church  his  2vIouument. 

■  ■  Kichardus  Boles  Wiltoniensis  in  Art.  ^lag. 

Composuit,  Fosuitti:  Doleus 
An.  Dni.  IGS'J." 

(Gale,  Hist,  of  Winchester,  54.) 
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Noble 

1  once  more  increase  my  ill  manners  to  you  which  is  to  let  you  know  that  in 
all  his  Majes'j"  Garissons  I  am  allow'd  a  Deputy,  Yu''^  being  so  I  am  bohl  to  entreat 
you  Avill  allow  of  this  my  Deputy  George  Crosse,  who  being  one  born  near  you  and  as 
he  tells  mc  known  to  you  wilbe  the  more  readily  well  allou  'd  by  you,  my  fees  arc  20s 
for  a  Gent.  13s  id  for  a  Cittizen  10.<  for  a  Farmer  or  Yeoman,  rm  for  a  Com'oix 
Man  so  much  severally  for  every  day,  I  pray  ymi  kt  him  have  your  Countenance  & 
Assistance  in  his 'Service,  w=''  I  assure  myself  he  will  perform  dilligeully  and 
Honestly  so  rest 

S*"  yo'  hnml^le  Servant 

W  Smith. 

Oxford  Jan.  G.  1612.  B.  Marsluill  Generall. 


r. 


208  MILITARY  MEMOIR  OF  COLONEL  JOHN  BIKCIT. 


I  hope  this  Letter  with  yo''  Com'ission  &  permission  wilbo  sufficient  Authority 
for  him,  if  not  I  will  scivi  him  a  deputation  at  large  but  have  done  no  more  but  this 
in  other  places  .ic  am  obey'd. 

Por  S""  Francis  Oately  my  most  honoured  Friend 
This  &  my  Service  at  Shrewsbury. 

(Ottley  Tapers  at  Fytchford.) 


APPENDIX  VII. 

Honored  S^ 

At  yo''  late  beateing-  up  o''  Q'ters  nt  Kidlington  among^  other  Prisoners  there 
taken  was  a  Boy  named  Bcniamin  Gill  my  Apprentice  It  is  very  well  knovrne  how 
carefnli  I  haue  erer  beene  in  dressing  y^  Avounded  men  whensoeuer  they  have  fallen 
into  o'  hands  Therefore  S""  if  y"  will  give  him  a  speedy  release  &  safe  passe 
to  Oxford,  I  am  very  confident  y^  favour  shall  not  passe  w^''out  an  earnest  endeavour 
of  Recompence  ffor  if  at  any  tyme  any  Chirurgion  or  wounded  men  of  yo""*.  shall  fall 
into  our  hands  my  care  of  getting  releasem*.  or  dressing  those  y*  have  need  thereof 
shall  manifest  how  greate  a  favour  y"  have  done  S""  to 

yo''  obleidged  seruant 

Hex.  Johnson 

I\idlington  1 1^  of  March,  Chirurgion  to  his  Ma's*  o^\Tie  Troope, 

IGli.  ■■ 

Tlie  boj  is  mentioned  as  having  been  sent  back  IGtli  May,  1645. 

(Letter  Book  of  Sir  Samuel  Luke.) 

["^lien  the  estate  of  Stephen  Fossett,  surgeon  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
was  nnder  sequestration,  he  produced  two  certificates  setting  forth  that 
he,  during  his  residence  in  Oxford,  constantly  and  carefully  dressed  all 
such  as  were  taken  ju-isoners  and  wounded  of  the  garrison  of  Abingdon, 
^yithout  any  satisfaction  for  liis  pains,  and  with  mucli  care  and  willing- 
ness, at  his  own  charge,  dressed  all  such  T^'ounded  soldiers  of  the  Par- 
liament as  from  time  to  time  were  brought  in  wounded,  and  relieved  them 
with  such  other  necessaries  as  were  needful  for  them  in  the  times  of 
their  extremity. — Sequestration  Papers,  2,  xxiii.  71.] 
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APPENDIX  Yin. 

The  D  e  V  0  n  s  n  I II  e  Ditty. 

The  Devonshire  Ditty,  a  ballad  of  the  most  poignant  kind,  in  -which 
wit  and  ribaldry  are  snSzciently  intermingled  to  bear  the  impress  of  the 
Cavalier  rather  than  the  Pionudhead,  It  had  pcrliaps  been  intended  for 
the  service  of  the  King,  by  its  attacking  neither  side  in  particular.  Its 
dialect  determines  it  to  a  district  where  some  of  the  grossest  spoil  and 
misery  had  been  endure^i.  and  especially  from  the  rude  soldiery  of  Waller. 
It  may  be  Tvorth  preserving,  nearly  entire,  on  another  account,  as  a 
philological  curiosity,  since  it  no  doubt  represented  accurately  the 
existing  phraseology  of  the  county  : — 

  Chili  work  no  more. 

Dost  think  chill  labour  to  be  poore  ? 
'        .     Xo  no,  ith  chavc  a  doe, 

If  this  be  now  the  work  and  trade, 
That  Ise  must  break  and  rogue  be  made, 
Ich  chili  a  plundering  too. 

Chill  zell  my  cart  and  eke  my  plough, 
And  get  a  zword  if  Ich  know  how, 
For  Ich  mean  to  be  right, 
First  chill  Icanie  to  zwear  and  roaie, 
*  *  *  » 

Tis  no  matter  where  Isc  can  fight. 

But  first  a  warrant  it  is  vet 
From  Mr.  Captain  that  is  get, 
And  make  a  zore  adoe. 
For  then  chave  power  in  any  place, 
,  ■'  To  steale  a  horse  without  disgrace, 
And  beat  the  owner  too. 

Ich  had  six  oxen  tother  day, 
And  them  the  Roundheads  got  away, 
A  mischief  be  their  speed. 
Ich  bad  six  horses  in  a  hole. 
And  them  the  Cavalieres  stole, 
Ise  think  they  be  agreed. 
CAMD.  SOC.  2  E 
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If  chavc  any  mony  left  in  store, 

There  coiucs  a  -^varrant  straii^ht  therefore, 

Or  Isc  must  plundred  be. 

As  soons  chave  shuHled  out  one  pay, 

Then  comes  another  without  delay, 

AY  as  there  ever  the  like  azec  ? 

llcr's  do  labour,  toil  and  zweat, 
Endure  the  cold,  the  dric  and  wet, 
And  what  docs  think  Isc  get  ? 
Fags,  just  my  labour  for  my  paines  ; 
The  garrisons  have  all  the  gains, 
Tor  thither  all  is  vet. 

They  vet  my  corn,  my  bean  and  pease, 

Isc  dare  no  man  to  displease, 

They  do  so  swear  and  vaper; 

And  when  Isc  to  the  Goveruour  come. 

Desiring  him  to  case  one  zomc, 

Chavc  nothing  but  a  paper. 

But  dost  thon  think  a  paper  will 
J^Iy  back  cloath  and  my  belly  fill? 
No  no,  goc  take  thy  note. 
If  that  another  year  my  vicld. 
No  better  profit  do  nic  yeeld, 
Isc  may  go  cut  my  tliroatc. 

And  if  all  this  be  not  griefc  enow. 
They  have  a  thing  call'd  Quarter  too, 
O  !  tis  a  vengeance  waster. 
A  plague  npon't;  they  call  it  vrec. 
Cham  zure  theyve  made  us  slaves  to  be. 
And  every  rogue  onr  master. 

(Wit5  Interpreter,  1C55,  Ho.) 


APPENDIX  IX. 
Taylor  tue  Watp:r-Poet. 

John  Taylor,  a  zealous  Cavalier,  so  called  as  having  been  bred  a 
waterman.  He  is  less  brilliant  than  the  Devonshire  Ditty,  and  even 
uncouth,  but  not  less  intended  to  b.'  severe.  A  fragnunt,  in  spite  of  its 
dulncss,  may  not  prove  unacceptable  : 
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Tell  me,  cxpcrienc't  Fooles,  did  not  your  davea 
Glido  smootblycr  on  -  ♦    *  * 
When  no  grimmo  sancy  Troo))cr  did  yc  liarme, 
Nor  fiercer  Dragon,  when  no  Stranger's  Anuc 
Did  retch  your  yellow  Bacon,  nor  envy 
The  richness  of  your  Chimnye's  Tapestry? 
When  good  Dame  Ellen  (your  beloved  iSpousc) 
Bare  to  the  Elbow  in  the  Dairj^-house, 
With  fragrant  Leeks  did  eat  ibe  Cheese  she  WTOught, 
Not  sent  it  to  the  Ganison  for  nought. 
But  see  what  love  of  liberty  affords, 
And  the  strange  lusting  after  new  coyned  Words. 
How  much  the  better  are  ye  now,  I  pray, 
That  yee  with  much  expence  have  learn 'd  to  say 
Quarfcr  ioT  Lodging,  Rnd  cau  widely 
What  Carline  signifies,  and  Granada  tell  ? 
-    Which  Avould  have  pass'd  witli  you  tlic  other  day 
For  six  leggejl  Monsters  out  of  Africa. 
Was  not  your  iVle  as  bro^vne,  as  fatte  your  Beefe, 
■  Er'e  Plunderer  was  English  for  a  Theife  ? 

*  *  *  ♦  ♦ 

.  '  «       It  is  the  gi'catest  jNIisery  of  Mankind 

Fortune  at  once  makes  happy  and  makes  blind. 
How  richly  were  yee  blest  in  house  and  Field 
With  all  the  store  that  a  fat  Land  could  yeikl, 
***** 

Those  dayes  arc  gone  *  » 

And  thus  Le  continues  to  sneer  and  reja-ovc  tlirongh  sv-wutil  pages  of 
alternate  dulncss  and  sarcasm,  till  the  contrast  ends  in  an  exhortation  to 
return  to  the  King. 

(Ad  Populum,  or  A  Lecture  to  the  People.    Printed  in  the  Yeare  IGU.) 

The  evils  of  the  garrisons,  to  be  s])okon  of  hereafter,  began  to  be  fully 
experienced  and  cried  out  against  in  this  stage  of  the  war. 

An  account  of  Taylor  is  given  by  Anthony  a  Wood,  ii.  o03,  Edit. 
2,  1721,  under  the  article  "  Withers." 
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APPENDIX  X. 

Tiiese  two  letters,  the  one  from  the  pen  of  Chejncll,  the  cruel  adversary 
of  Chiliingworth,  written  before  the  capture  of  Arundel,  the  other  from 
Onslow,  both  of  them  committee-men,  describe  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
country  in  Sussex  and  Surrey. 

Koble  Sir,  ^  ^ 

The  Committee  of  Chichester  preseut  their  respects  and  htirallc  thankes  to  you 
for  your  care  and  vigilancj  in  this  busy  time  :  and  in  particular  for  your  di.spatcliirig 
of  a  parti.-  toward*  Basing  for  y''  redeeming  of  Chi  Chester- wagon,  v.heu  the  greatest 
part  of  our  strengih  was  attending  of  the  Winchester  forces,  and  Sir  Edw.  Ford  ;  It 
is  y^  desire  of  y«  Committee  that  the  Souldiers  should  have  a  faire  reward  for  their 
magnanimous  adTentnre,  but  the  goods,  horses,  Avagon,  &c.  being  not  in  the  enemyes 
hand  for  y^  space  of  24  houres,  they  conceive  that  the  souldiers  by  y*=  law  of  Armes 
are  not  to  make  their  owne  markets,  they  therefore  intreat  yon  (though  souldiers  doe 
vsually  sell  cheap)  to  moderate  the  buisnesse,  and  they  will  acknowledge  it  for  a 
favour:  we  shall  hereafter  look  more  towards  your  quarters,  and  if  the  gniamson  at 
Godalming  did  every  Fryday  send  out  a  party  to  Chidiugfolc  or  Haslemeere  to  wait 
there  till  Saturday  in  y^  aftemoone,  I  beleeve  your  Comity  and  ours  would  be  niore 
secure,  and  we  should  serve  one  another  in  love,  w*^^  is  y°  desire  of,  Sir, 

Your  affectiouate  Servant 

r.  Cheyxell. 

Endorsed, 

-  To  his  much  Honoured  friend  Lieuten*-Colonel 
Ba}Ties  at  Faruham  present  these. 

(2.) 

I  am  credyly  enformed  that  some  scattering  trop'"s  of  the  king's  are  vp  downc 
this  County  :  vpon  Fryday  there  were  some  at  Guildford  &  went  from  thence  to 
Kapp  hill:  on  Saturday  night  there  went  some  that  had  beene  of  M""  Lee  his  troopc 
towards  Kygat  and  that  night  the  Countesse  of  Xottingham  of  J.ethered  had  her 
house  broke  oj^en  &  some  of  the  company  were  tropes,  there  is  one  fox  a  gkmer  of 
Lethered  that  as  I  am  enformed  kept  close  a  horse  that  was  to  be  conuoycd  to  Oxfoi  d, 
it  is  fitt  he  should  be  examined:  one  of  them  tlu\t  wa.s  at  Guildford  on  Fryday  was 
one  M""  Chriitophcr  Gardyner,  I  IksIccuc  there  may  be  some  newes  of  him  about 
Croydcn  at  the  Lady  lleyden's,  but  I  very  beleeue  his  Brother  that  lines  there  at 
Hahmg  knowes  n>A  of  him,  for  he  has  beene  from  Oxford  once  bef<ire  in  those  parts 
&  robbed  his  ov>  ne  Brother  of  all  his  hordes  in  the  night,  but  if  you  carry  the  enquiry 
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hainsomly,  you  may  bbly  find  him  out,  he  is  there  in  a  dangerous  comer  of  malignants 
8c  may  with  his  company  much  preiuiUce  tlie  Country.  S"",  I  hoj-jc  you-svill  be  careful! 
to  take  these  p'sons  if  you  can,  and  soe  I  rest 

Your  assured  loueing  frind 
Sept:  18^  1613.  Richard  OxsLOw. 

(BajTies  Papers.) 


APPENDIX  XL 
[Batti  e  of  Cropredy  Bridge.] 

[The  following  sketch  of  the  probable  military  operations  at  Croprcdy 
has  been  drawn  up,,  as  appearing  to  the  writer  to  atVord  a  plausible  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulties  which  have  been  admitted  to  attend  upon  an 
accurate  understanding  of  the  aftair. 

The  town  of  Banbmy  is  seated  upon  the  river  Cherwell,  the  course  of 
\Yhich  is  here  from  X.  to  S.  (not  from  E.  to  ^V.  as  erroneously  supposed 
by  Eoe):  a  few  miles  above  it  is  a  ford,  and  about  a  mile  further  a  bridge, 
called  Cropredy  Bridge,  from  a  village  near  it.  Between  Banbury  and 
Cropredy  Bridge,  on  the  west  side,  is  a  rising  ground  called  Crouch-hill, 
of  great  advantage  as  a  military  post.  Both  parties  tried  to  reach  it,  but 
Waller  was  the  first  to  seize  and  occupy  it.  Tlie  King  drew  up  opposite 
to  him  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Cherv,  ell  ;  and  thus  they  stood  facing 
one  another  for  two  days.  Here  Waller,  intending,  it  would  seem,  to 
attack  the  King's  left  wing,  which  was  nearest  Banbury,  strengthened  his 
own  right  wing  at  the  expense  of  his  left,  drawing  from  his  own,  Potley's, 
and  Weems's  regiments,  a  number  of  musketeers,  to  form  a  forlorn  hope 
of  1,500,  who  should  fall  on  with  the  horse  :  the  attack,  however,  was  not 
made  during  the  two  days,  and  on  the  third  the  King,  intending  to  draw 
Waller  from  his  strong  position,  commenced  his  march  northwards,  on 
his  own  side  of  the  river,  securing  Croprcdy  Bridge,  as  he  parsed  by  the 
end  of  it,  with  a  body  of  dragoons,  anticipating  WalliM- s  intenliun  of 
employing  it  to  fall  on  his  ]ei"t  flank  during  liis  march.  AValler  im- 
mediately pursued  on  his  own  side  of  the  river,  preserving  the  formation 
of  his  troops,  so  that  what  had  been  his  left  wing  became  his  van,  and 
the  right  wing  his  rear,  and  here  he  committed  the  error  blamed  by  Birch, 
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of  leaving  tlie  previously  formed  forlorn  liope  of  musketeers  for  a  rear- 
guard, where  they  would  be  useless,  as  the*  King  was  marching  a-head, 
instead  of  recalling  them,  so  as  to  make  up  the  complement  of  the 
regiments  from  which  they  had  been  drafted,  and  which  now  led  the 
pursuit.  The  King  having  the  start,  his  van  and  main  body  had  got 
beyond  his  end  of  the  bridge  by  the  time  that  AValler's  van  had  come 
opposite  the  other  end  of  it.  Here  the  prospect  of  cutting  ofi'  some 
reinforcements  that  were  on  their  way  to  join  Waller  induced  Charles  to 
push  forward  his  van  and  main  body,  but  the  rear  receiving  no  orders  to 
close  up,  a  gap  was  left  in  the  middle  of  his  army,  somewhere  opposite 
.the  bridge.  Waller  judging  the  opportunity  to  be  favourable  for  cutting 
off  the  King's  rear,  sent  Col.  Middleton,  with  several  troops  of  horse,  to 
force  the  bridge,  himself  passing  (according  to  his  own  letters)  with 
another  body  of  cavalry  by  the  ford  a  little  below,  intending  to  attack  the 
extreme  rear,  while  Middleton  cut  them  off  in  front.  Finding  them, 
however,  strongly  posted,  he  waited  while  Middleton  pursued  the  dragoons 
Avhom  lie  had  driven  from  the  bridge,  and  had  been  followed  in  support 
by  the  infantry  forming  the  van  of  the  Parliament  army,  who  crossed 
the  bridge  with  their  artillery,  but  witliout  their  shot,i  and  without  the 
musketeers  from  their  ranks  who  had  been  converted  into  a  rear-guard. 
Middleton,  having  halted  before  attacking,  was  suddenly  charged,  without 
orders,  by  the  Earl  of  Cleveland,  who  routed  ouo  body  of  horse,  but 
would  have  been  taken  in  flank  by  two  others  had  not  Lord  Bernard 
Stuart  been  sent  to  his  support  by  the  King,  on  which  they  gave  way  :  in  a 
second  charge  the  Earl  overthrew  the  main  body,  capturing  their  guns 
(which  were  mounted  in  two  wooden  barricades  on  wheels),  and  clearing 
all  his  side  of  the  river  as  far  as  the  bridge,  whicli,  however  he  did  not 
pass,  not  knowing  whether  the  main  body  were  near  enough  to  support 
him.  At  the  same  time  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  who  was  in  the  ex- 
treme rear,  facing  about  upon  Waller  and  his  cavalry,  put  them  to  a  dis- 
orderly retreat  across  the  river.  The  King  then,  liaving  re-united  liis 
army,  took  post  on  one  side  of  the  bridge,  and  Waller  on  the  other. 
Charles  attempted  in  vain  to  force  the  bridge,  but  liis  men  carried  the 
ford  and  a  mill  beyond  it,  and  held  it  all  Ih'.  next  d;iy,  during  which  the 


'  Chuendon,  however,  b^tatcs  that  ilic  i-auuou  were  shotted. 
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armies  faced  each  other,  but  afterwards  drew  off  in  opposite  directions, 
Waller  being  weak,  and  the  King  unwilling,  according  to  Clarendon,  to 
bring  on  a  general  action  until  he  could  remove  certain  officers  on  whom 
he  had  little  dependence.] 


APPENDIX  XII. 

Col.  Norton  to  Ricliard  ]\Iaijor  Esq. 
Noble  ffriend  ye  19"'  Oct^ 

I  doe  beleeue  you  haue  had  an  accompt  of  late  bnsmessc  at  Newberry,  yet  I 
am  willing  to  gieve  you  a  short  relation  of  it  because  I  beleeue  those  that  could  be 
■y^rth  you  soesoone  did  scarce  stay  to  sec  all.  on  Saturday  last  y"  two  armies  drew  out 
but  little  was  done,  but  on  y^  Saboth  day,  iust  as  I  came  to  be  a  spectator,  about  3  of 
y«  clock  they  beganne  to  fu-e,  our  horse  charged  and  routed  y*'  first  party,  a  second 
party  routed  an  other,  but  there  was  litle  doings  bctv.xcns  y*>  horse,  but  sooue  y°  foot 
fell  to  it,  and  truly  to  God's  glory  be  it  spoken  the  enemies  foot  were  as  many  in 
number  they  were  held  to  be  a,s  good  foot  as  any  in  y"  world  and  to  helpe  them  they 
had  fortified  thcmselues  w**^  as  good  brest  workes  as  they  could  desire  soe  they 
were  as  confident  as  men  could  be  &  nothing  but  staruing  could  prejudice  them  My 
Lei  Gen:  &  y^  citty  foot  fell  on  and  w'^^  a  great  deale  of  resolution,  being  affected 
by  y*'  gi-eat  God  of  battell,  they  beate  them  from  one  work  after'  an  other  till  they 
bcatt^  them  from  all  their  ground,  tookeOpecccs  and  some  prisoners,  truly  they  might 
w^  much  more  ease  haue  stormed  Basing:  after  this  it  was  night  y®  enemy  stole 
away,  left  all  their  carriages  vnder  y°  shelter  at  Doneington  Castle,  and  are  fled 
toward  Oxford  but  our  horse  are  (close  ?)  after  them  and  I  hope  will  ouertake  them 
but  I  heare  nothing  of  it ;  yet  we  killed  some  men  of  note,  and  lost  some,  amongst 
Vf'^^  was  Line*  Col:  Knight  sonnc  to  John  Knight  who  was  to  mc  much  lamented  by 
my  Man[che]ster  and  many  others  and  died  w^^'  y*^  rcputac'on  of  as  gallant  a  man 
as  any  in  all  y°  army  and  as  much  beloued,  truly  I  am  sorr}-  for  himselfe  and  not 
lesse  for  poor  John  Knight's  sake,  but  as  he  lined  to  be  a  good  Christian  soe  he  died 
like  a  good  souldier.  Many  we  had  wounded;  amongst  y°  number  I  receaud  a  fuicr 
admonition  (by  muscpiet  shot  in  my  legge)  for  medling  where  I  had  rioe  charge,  but 
I  thauke  God  my  bone  was  to  hard  for  y''  bullett  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  vpon  both 
legges  againe  ere  it  be  long.  I  could  not  helpe  it,  for  I  thought  there  was  need  when 
engaged  my  selfe  to  lead  vp  Col:  Ludlowes  Regiment,  his  horse  haueing  broken  his 
bridle,  soe  y^  he  was  faine  to 
quit 

(Here  the  remaining  part  of  the  sentence,  jirobably  with  some  others, 
is  lost,  from  the  paper  having  failo«l  at  the  fuld :  on  the  other  side,  the 
postscript,  for  such  it  seems  to  be,  is  as  follows):  — 
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pray  will  you  liea(?)  . . .  ther  Gullett  w*''  niony  may  be  had  aiKi  Ictt  him  . . .  mc  away 
w*^  it  for  my  men  ncuer  wanted  more.  I  haue  an  other  order  for  2  Montlies  more 
w^''  I  will  send  by  y"  next  couueniency  but  I  cannot  cume  at  it  now.  I  desire  to  hcare 
w^  forces  are  at  any  time  ncere  those  parts. 

(Endorsed,)  Coll.  Norton.  29  Octob.  IGll,  Newbery  battaile. 

(Maijor  Letters  and  Papers,  British  Museum.) 
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if  Clarke  my  souldier  may  be  returned  to  me,  &  his  wife,  I  shall  not  detayno 
Boddeley  from  his,  it  being  yo""  p'"tey  that  seperate  man  and  wife,  and  not  myne, 
beinge  alwayes  desirous  y^:  prisoners  should  bee  Exchanged,  for  the  other  my  Prisoner 
his  tj'me  I  gaue  him  is  Expired,  and  hope  yo"  will  not  longer  detayne  him;  w<^':  is 
desired  by,  S"":  yo""  Humble  Seruant  .  JO:  BOYS: 

Den:  Cast: 

fCeb:  27*^: 
Endorsed, 

ffor  Lieu*:  Co"':  Baynes  ' 

these.  (Baynes  Papers.) 
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Colonel  Massey  to  Sir  Samuel  Luke. 

Maior  Harlyes  hasty  departure  hence  meeting  w'^'  my  extraordinary  occasions 
was  such  that  hee  overran  my  Intenc'ons  and  L're  purposed  by  him  vnto  yourselfc 
for  the  paying  of  that  tribute  w<^  I  acknowledge  to  owe  &  you  may  iustly  claynie 
from  mee  S"",  This  Post  can  relate  the  Hereford  busines  the  whole  County  being  now 
in  Amies  in  a  confused  manner  and  before  the  Citty  of  Hereford  and  some  of  the 
Worcestershire  side  haue  ioyncdw''' them;  they  keepe  the  soldiers  in  tlie  Garrison,  and 
are  resolued  to  haue  the  Gouemor  and  soldiers  out  of  it  ere  they  leaue  it,  there  being 
together  since  Tuesday  last  15  or  IGOOO  and  amongst  them  as  is  reported  at  least  G  or 
7000  musquitts  and  other  fire  amies.  1  haue  sent  you  a  Coppie  of  their  articles  and 
dematids  from  the  Gouernor  of  Hereford.  S"",  vpon  this  noysc  I  advanced  upon  Wed- 
nesday last  to  Ledbm-y  w"*  500  foote  and  150  horse  being  as  many  as  I  could  spare 
or  make  at  pr'sent  and  demaunded  their  rcsolations  and  desired  them  to  ioync  w"' 
mee  in  observing  the  Parliam''  commands.    They  would  fainc  haue  mee  assist  them 
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(for  they  davc  tru.st  mcc)  but  tliey  will  not  :i5  yett  dorliive  tlicni^elues  for  the  Par- 
liam^  but  tliey  coiicciuc  thcmselue.s  ul)lc'"to  krepe  of  both  the  Pavliam'^  forces  and  the 
Kings  alsoe  from  contriburion  and  quarter  in  their  Contry.  Tluit  is  their  vaine  hope 
and  Tpou  that  ground  I  vnderstand  tlioy  haue  t:\ken  up  that  liesohition.  it's  an 
opportunity  oiYercd  to  the  Par] iaiuML'  thi'y  h\y  Iiold  on  this  ocea-i(jn,  and  ?i;nd  niee 
speedy  force  to  gaine  them  all  to  the  Parliani':  if  not  the  losse  will  not  bee  small  to 
vs.  bee  it  how  it  will  I  haue  v.-ed  all  the  best  Ai  gunieuts  I  can  to  moouc  them  to 
declare  themsclnes  for  the  Parliament  then  they  nniy  haue  proterc'on  and  authority 
for  what  they  doc.  Xow  their  act  is  a  perfect  act  of  Pcbellion  to  bee  iustitied  by 
HOC  Law  or  Stat,  and  their  coi;fu>iou  will  be  certainc.  My  humble  request  to  you  is 
to  furnish  this  my  Post  w*'' a  llovsc  to  Loudon  tluit '"my  L'res  sent  by  him  to  the 
Committee  of  both  Kingdomes  on  this  bchalfe  and  to  liis  Exccllcucy  may  lind  a 
speedy  resoluc'on  and  retm-ne  whilst  I  hold  fairc  way  w^''  the  Contry    S""  I  am 

Yotir  afi-'cctlonatc  and 
Gloucester  ^March  the  cuer  denoted  Scruant 

22^'' 1G41.  Edw:  :srAS.SEY. 

(Sir  Samuel  Luke's  Letter-book.    Egerton  ISISS.j 

■  (2.) 
"Sir  AYilliani  "Waller's  Warrant  against  Neutrality. 
Sussex.  Being  entrusted  by  both  Houses  of  Parliaanent  to  do  our  utmost  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  this  County,  and  to  defend  it  from  the  enemy;  we  hold  it  our  duty  not 
to  omit  the  least  meanes  tending  thereunto:  a)id  iinding  by  expericiu'e  that  there  are 
some  men  that  neither  regard  the  mi?cra])le  condition  of  our  bietln-cn  in  other 
Counties,  the  present  danger  of  their  owne,  nor  tlie  t'uu-e  of  God,  but  do  go  on  in  a 
way  of  Neutrality,  To  the  inteiit  that  all  may  kiiov,-  how  detestable  sucli  J^ersons  are, 
we  are  constrained  to  declare,  that  -whosoever  hath  or  shall  continiu)  in  such  Xeu- 
trality,  and  not  shew  tliemselves  forward  for  the  maiutenauce  of  the  Common  Cause, 
tending  to  the  advancement  of  God's  glory,  the  Parliament's  service  and  the  King- 
domes  good ;  We  shall  take  them  for  no  other  then  enemies  to  the  State,  and  men 
accordingly  to  be  proceeded  against.  (Merc.  Pritann.  April  1G14.) 

The  following  remarkable  loiter  on  the  same  snlject  may  fiml  place 
here : 

Right  Worthy  Sir 

I  take  so  much  boldness  on  m.c  to  wi  ite  my  mind  unto  you.  I  have  left  my  Father, 
my  wife  and  Children,  M'ith  what  miiul  tliere's  on<>  aliove  knows,  and  liow  much  I 
desire  to  retm-n  you  shall  sec  by  this.  I  never  had  an  Inu-ntion,  nor  yet  have,  of 
takeing  up  Arms  of  neither  side,  my  reasons  this,  my  protestation  already  taken 
binds  me  both  to  King  and  P'liam'.  I  am  not  >o  .'-enccles.>  (though  it  were  ahuo>t  to 
be  wished  I  were)  that  there  are  two  Armit  s  the  one  the  Kings  the  (;thcr  the  Par- 
liam's  each  seeking  to  destroy  otlier,  .and  I  by  (>aili  botmd  to  preserve  both,  each 
challenging  the  Protestant  lieligion  for  their  Standard,  yet  tlie  one  take  the  Papists 
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the  otlier  the  Sisinatikcs  for  their  Adhrvonts,  and  (for  my  part)  my  conscience  to!h 
me  they  botli  intend  th6  protostant  religion,  what  reason  have  I  therefore  to  fall  out 
■with  either: — now  if  you'll  l)e  pleased  to  shelter  mc  by  your  power,  to  live  at  Ilonie 
is  my  earnest  de-ire,  beseeching  you  that  no  mock  prote.srations  be  urged  upon 
me,  for  I  find  in  my  own  Conscience  I  have  sutHciently  enough  of  this,  nor  be 
compel'd  to  bear  Amies,  nor  clapt  up  as  di-affectcd  to  his  Ma''^\  which  very  v/ord  I 
abhor  from  my  heart.  Tlius  wishing  God  to  deale  with  mee  as  I  wisli  to  you  or 
cither  of  you,  I  rc>t  yours  to  be  conmianded 

Jonathan  Langley. 

To  the  Right  AVor"  Henry  r>roinley  Escp  liigh 
Sherrilfo  of  Shropshire  S""  Francis  Oatley 
Knight  GoveiTiour  of  the  Towne  of  Shrews- 
bury present  These 

from  Birmingam  ,  . 

ffe:  22.  (Ottlcy  Papers.) 
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Journals  or  the  House  of  LoKDr>. 
Tuesday,  27  October  lGi6. 
The  Earl  of  Warwickc  reported  a  paper  from  the  Committee  of  both  Kingdoms; 
which  was  read,  videlicet. 

Die  Lunai  20''  Octobris.  IG-IO. 
At  the  Committee  of  both  Kingdoms,  at  Derby  House. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  reported  to  both  nou>cs,Thnt,  the  llthof  November  last,  upon 
a  proposition  made  ]>y  Sir  John  Bridges  to  this  Conmiiitee  concerning  the  reducing 
of  Hereford,  power  was  given  to  him,  the  said  Sir  John  Bridges,  to  treat  with  such 
persons  as  he  sh-mld  think  fit  for  that  purpose,  and  to  promise  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  pounds:  That,  the  oth  of  December  following,  order  was 
given  to  Colonel  Birch,  to  march  wirh  some  forces  to  attend  that  service,  and  leuors 
also  written  to  Colonel  ^Sforgan,  and  Sir  John  Bridges,  to  give  them  notice  thereof, 
wherein  there  was  again  power  given  to  them,  to  promise  a  ^un\  of  mon.ey  to  such 
as  should  be  instrumental  in  that  v.-ork,  iK)t  exceeding,  as  before,  three  tliuu-aiid 
pounds.'  The  Avork  being  effected,  upon  report  thereof  made  to  tlie  House  ot 
Commons,  Three  thousand  pounds  was  ordered  for  that  service,  which  was  paid,  as 
was  appointed,  under  the  liands  of  Sir  John  Piridgcs,  Colonel  liirch,  ami  Colonel 
Morgan;  Thar  in  May  foHoNving,  Colon(l  I'.irch  signilied  to  the  C<unmince,  that 
there  was  a  pronii>e  made,  by  liimself,  Sir  John  Bridges,  and  Colonel  Morgan,  unto 
Major  Iloworrh  and  Captain  Daniell  Alderue,  two  persons  that  they  were  to  make 
use  of  in  that  servite,  that,  if  the  work  succeeded,  they  should  iiave,  eacii  of  them, 
(besides  the  money  tliey  were  to  receive)  two  of  their  nearest  allies  f  urh  as  they 
should  name,  freed  fiom  delinquency  and  sciuestration,  and  in  June  folb.wing, 
Colonel  Birch  and  Colonrl  Mora-an  seal  to  this  C'onunittec  the  original  pain-rs  con- 
taining that  i)rouii.->e. 
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That  the  said  Major  lloworth  and  Danicll  Aldcriic  have  now  desired  that 
Kowlaud  lloworth,  Charles  Booth,  l>octor  K(l\vard  Aklcriie,  and  James  Eodd, 
senior,  should  be  freed  from  Delin(|uency,  according-  to  that  Agreement. 

That  the  Committee  for  Sequestrations  in  Herefordshire,  notwithstanding  that 
good  service  of  Sir  John  Bridges,  who  was  ilie  fu  st  instrument  that  appeared  in  the 
county  for  the  reducing^  thereof,  have  sequestered  his  estate,  for  something  done 
when  the  county  was  under  the  ])0Aver  of  the  King,  and  he  being  now  engaged  in 
the  service  for  Ireland,  to  dc.'^ire  the  Houses  that  his  sequestration  may  be  taken  off. 

And  for  that  it  appears  there  was  such  a  promise  made  as  af(nesaid  to  the  said 
Major  Howorth  and  Captain  Aldcrnc,^  l)y  those  who  were  intrusted  with  the 
managing  of  that  business,  to  otVer  it  to  the  House  to  do  therein  as  they  shall 
think  fit. 

Ex'.  Gualter  Frost,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  this  House  thinks  it  tit  that  the  Secptestrations  be  taken  off  the 
Estates  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  this  report,  according  to  the  agreement,  and 
that  the  concttiTence  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  desired  therein. 

It  would  appear  that  Lircli  IkuI  ali-cady  I'cceivccl  a  part  of  tlic  money, 
au  order  liaviiig  been  made  on  June  11,  IG-IG,  for  tbe  payment  to  him  of 
1,000/.  ^Yith  interest,  "to  be  employed  for  tlie  disengngiiig  of  an  under- 
taking- made  unto  Lim  by  the  Committee  of  both  Kiiigduuis." 
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Divine  Providence  (tlic  Governour  of  luunane  iicti<n:s)  brii;_L:s  tliivt  to  pa.-se  with 
much  admiration  that  is^  least  expected  by  nuius  judLienieut  ;  Gods  handy  workc 
shined  most  cleare  through  the  cloud  of  the  greatest  difliculries,  and  appeared  with 
the  fairest  splendour  when  it  passeth  the  most  hazzard.  Muus  power  doth  execute 
what  God  decrees.  Ey  experience  Ve  finde  that  the  meanest  of  his  creatures  becomes 
the  instruments  of  his  sacred  pleasure.  The  King  and  Kingdomes  dillvrences  un- 
reconciled seem  incureable  without  a  conquest,  and  God  is  pleased  by  his  victories  to 
declare  the  justice  of  that  cause  he  so  much  pros[)crs.  The  particulars  of  Herefords 
affaires  with  some  obscurity  hath  i>asc  the  rresse,  but  for  the  generall  satisfaction  of 
the  whole  Kingdorae  (being  an  instruuient  in  the  designe)  I  have  presumed  to  cuter 
upon  a  large  discovery. 

Sir  John  Bryges  in  his  affections  most  reall  to  his  Countrey,  after  his  continuance 
a  while  at  Gloucester  he  came  to  London,  where  with  the  honourable  Committee  of 
both  Kingdomes,  he  undertooke  with  his  best  endeavours  the  reducing  of  the  City  of 
Hereford,  and  the  introducing  of  the  Parliaments  forces  into'  that  Garrison,  being 
cherished  by  their  Honours  to  proceed  in  the  attempt  he  returned  to  Gloucester  ; 
from  thence  disguised  he  travel' d  into  some  private  parts  of  Herefordshire,  and  sent 
to  Cap.  Alderne,  and  Cap.  Howorth  who  upon  his  first  summons  repaired  to  him, 
they  being  together  met,  Sir  John  Bridges  delivered  himselfe  and  desired  their 
several!  opinions,  so  that  after  an  oath  of  iierfc>rmance  and  secre.-ie  past  betwixt 
Ihem,  they  concluded  that  for  these  reasons  the  designe  was  feazable. 

Pirst,  the  conveniancy  and  scituation  of  Ailstons  Hill  which  faced  the  draw-bridge 
where  an  army  might  lie  in  ambush,  yet  undiscovered  by  the  Scntiuclls. 

Secondly,  the  iisuall  neglect  of  the  Guard  and  the  conmion  custome  in  not  sending 
out  Scouts  to  Lug-bridge. 

Thirtlly,  the  walls  of  the  Priory  within  Carbine  shot  of  the  Gate,  being  then 
standing  gave  an  advanta-je  thci-e  to  lodge  the  Forlorne  party  of  Fire-locks. 

Fourthly,  the  constant  Intelligence  Ca]>tahi  Aldern  had  Ivoia  the  Citie,  the  which 
might  have  prevented  any  danger,  if  the  busines  had  eyther  been  suspected  or 
betrayed. 

Fifthly,  the  contrivall  of  sending  in  an  Oihcer  witli  G  men  in  the  ha.bit  of  a  Con- 
stable and  his  Pari-rliioners.  Captaine  ^VldL-rne  drawing  a  AVarreut  and  subscribing 
the  Constables  hand  of  his  owne  Parish  as  a  rcturne  thereunto. 

Sixthlv,  the  assurance  of  a  Kcf')rmado  Oflicer  in  the  Citie  who  was  to  be  ncere 
the  GiUird  at  the  time  of  entry,  and  to  hinder  the  drawing  up  of  tlie  Jlridge,  as  also 
to  be  readie  to  rcpaire  to  us  if  he  found  any  preparation  against  us.  After  the  dis- 
puteing  of  these  reasons  Sir  John  departed  back  to  Gloucester,  witli  a  resolution  to 
Post  liis  man  to  London  for  orders  from  the  Honourable  Conniiiitce  of  both  King- 
domes.  CaptairiC  Howorth  and  Capfuinc  AMcrtie  desired  a  sjjcrdy  e\])cditio7i,  and 
thus  detormiued  t(^  di.-pcsi-  -evcradl}-  of  themselves.  Captaine  IIoNwrlh  w  as  to  cuu^■erse 
with  the  Oiiieers  in  the  Civic,  and  being  acqnaiutctl  with  their  dc^igncs  to  give  ujton 
all  occ;i..-iui!S  iniiniarion  to  Captaine  Alderne  in  the  CouiUry  iVom  whum  Sir  Juhn  \v;is 
to  receive  in-tru.jtii.'n^,  so  accurdingly  t'.>  pcr>e\ci'e  ihcrcin.     The  C"!nnuLlee  cf  b(<;h 
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Iviiigdonies,  for  the  perfecting  of  tliis  project,  I'niainu;  by  these  Gcntlemcus  articular 
ingagcments  there  was  some  possibility-  in  the  etlcct,  their  Honours  sent  for  Colonel 
Birch,  whose  Kegimeiits  was  comniunded  to  draw  into  Gloiuc-ter.-hire,  there  in 
readynessc  to  attend  the  event.  Colonell  Birch  receiving  his  instructions,came  with  Sir 
John  to  Cannon  Eroonie,  from  thence  he  sent  privately  to  Captaine  Alderne  by  some 
Troopers  belonging  to  that  Garrison,  and  Captain  Alderne  according  to  their  message, 
prepared  himselfe,  and,  avoyding  all  the  nieancs  of  siispition,  he  came  with  Captain 
Howorth  unto  them,  we  bliDding  the  bitsincs  that  very  instant,  that  hi^  owne  family 
were  possessed  with  an  opinion  that  the  Parliaments  approach  was  for  no  other  end 
bat  contribut  ion.  Colonell  Birch,  Sir  John  Brii.lL''cs,  and  the  two  Cuptaincs  being  met, 
the  particular  reasons  were  repeated,  and  all  with  one  assent  agreed  upon  the  execution, 
the  day  limited,  which  was  the  loth  Day  of  December.  There  was  a  messenger  dis- 
patched to  the  Officer  within  the  City,  with  a  Letter  from  S""  John,  which  intimated 
in  short  figures,  both  the  time,  and  his  duty,  according  to  the  agreement  of  all 
parties.  Colonell  Birch  and  Sir  John  Bridges  hastned  towards  Gloucester,  and 
about  two  of  the  Clock,  upon  Tuesday  morriing  the  Governour  of  Gloucester  with 
Colonell  Birch  marched  to  Cannon  Froomc,  from  whence  they  drew  towards 
Hereford,  the  Toot  by  reas<Dn  of  the  deepnessc  of  the  Snow,  grew  weakc  and  were 
unable  to  march  fin;ther,  the  Horse  though  willing  were  not  able  to  accomplish  the 
busines,  therefore  Colonell  Birch  advised  with  Captaine  Alderne,  what  -vvas  best 
to  be  done,  and  freely  otiered,  if  Capiaiiic  Alderne  coucclAed  it  fit,  to  march 
with  500  Horse,  and  100  F-X't  to  prosecute  the  designe.  Captaine  xVldernc  imagined 
that  the  Citie  might  be  entred  whh  tluit  few  number,  but  in  regard  of  the  strength 
and  desperarenesse  of  the  enemy,  he  was  donlitfull  oi  a  repulse,  thereupon  he  advised 
that  the  Horse  and  Foot  should  retreat  to  Ledbury,  A\  hich  was  accordingly  effected. 
After  some  discourse  betwcene  Colonell  Morgan  and  Col.  IMrch,  and  the  other 
Gentlemen,  it  was  cor.cludc'l  that  npou  ^Vednesday  night,  (that)  the  Army  shoidd 
inarch  betimes  to  Cannon  Froome,  and  from  thence  in  a  continnall  motion  draw  to 
Hereford.  In  this  intervale  of  time  Captain  Alderne  kept  correspondence  with  some 
of  his  friends  in  the  City,  and  had  the  particular  relation  of  the  Governours  pro- 
ceedings, mo>t  part  of  the  Horse  being  on  a  march  towards  the  reliefc  of  Chester, 
the  Governour  hiniselfe  beir,g  in  some  diU'ercnce  with  the  City,  Captaine  Alderne 
imagined  that  opportunity  the  best  to  compasse  a  surprize,  so  that  Colonell  Birch 
and  the  Governour  of  Gloucester  drew  from  Ledbury  to  Cannon  Froome,  from  thence 
Captaine  Alderne  with  two  troopes  of  Horse  secured  the  three  Bridges,  vizt.  Lug- 
bridge,  Lugwarden  ]>ridge,  vnd  "Wurdiford^  [Morilif'nul  J  I.>riiige,  by  nicanes  whereof 
there  could  no  alarm  or  notice  passe  unto  the  Ciarri.-on  ;  beL\\ixt  the  hoiu-cs  of 
three  and  foure  of  the  ck'cke  on  Thursday  mr.rningc  the  Governour  of  Gloucester 
marched  up  with  his  hr-rse,  the  foot  secr)miing  h'uw,  all  rendez^(>uzd  together  on 
this  side  Avl.^rons  hill;  Cap.  Howorth  ar.d  one  (<t'  Col.  P.irch  his  Cniiiains  com- 
manded tlic  Firc-lceks  to  t';e  I'riory,  the  coniUerfeii  Cou>taMe  and  h!^  men  were 
disposed  to  their  staiion  ;  Cap.  Alderne  shewed  Col.  Biich  the  jilaec  u[)on  the  hill 
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to  draw  np  the  forlorue  hope  of  Horse,  ^^•hich  was  in  a  hirgc  dinLile  ;  the  Z^rorniiiLT- 
prayer-ljell  rung  out,  the  IVayalley  was  beaten  in  the  City,  and  a  musket  of  ours  by 
accident  was  dischaj-ged,  wliich  possessed  us  with  a  great  feare  that  our  projects 
were  frustrated,  our  hopes  a  while  dead  ;  at  last  about  eight  of  the  clock  the  draw- 
bridge was  let  fall,  the  Constable  observing  his  season  killed  the  Scntinell,  Cap. 
Howorth  and  the  Pire-locks  possessed  the  gate.  Cap.  Temple  with  the  horse  behaved 
Limselfe  most  gallantly,  Captainc  Aldernc  according  to  command  with  others  routed 
those  at  the  Castle,  Col.  Birch  and  Col.  IMorgan  being  active  in  their  commands  kept 
the  enemy  from  drawing  in  a  body,  so  that  without  the  efTiision  of  much  blood  Ave 
became  conrjueronrs  and  masters  of  the  Garrison.  The  souldiers  strucke  with  appre- 
hension of  danger  betook  themselves  to  shelter,  the  Citizens  kncAv  no  refuge,  but 
kept  themselves  close  in  their  houses,  and  he  thought  himselfe  most  happy  that  could 
secure  himselfe  till  the  storme  was  past,  the  two  Governours  preventing  with  their 
utmost  power  the  citizens  geuerall  losse  and  rulne.  The  garrison  thus  by  policy  and 
force  surprised  w-ithout  remedy  was  plundci-ed.  neither  couid  the  commanders 
rhetoricke  or  threat  prevaile  vi-lth  the  souldier  to  keepe  their  hands  fi-om  pillage. 
The  number  and  quality  of  the  Prisoners,  as  also  the  Ordnance  and  Amies  taken,  I 
am  as  yet  uucapable  to  expresse,  but  in  the  generality  I  presume  it  was  the  largest 
prize  taken  since  tliese  warres  began  ;  to  attribute  that  to  man  which  is  proper  to 
God  argues  a  sinne  as  high  as  presumption.  God's  finger  points  out  that  line  the 
which  notwithstanding  a.11  windings  man  must  follow  ;  and  since  weak  mens  policy 
hath  atchieved  that  great  mens  power  from  other  Nations  could  not  accomplish,  mc 
are  more  bound  to  God  in  the  strong  linkes  of  constant  gratitude,  and  with  an 
acknowledgement:  Ave  must  conclude,  the  strongest  Cities  that  arc  most  and  bcbt 
fortified  by  art  and  nature  are  easily  taken  if  assaulted  by  the  Generall  of  Heaven. 

A  Copy  of  the  rcturnc  vrhich  a  Lieutenant  in  the  habit  of  a  Counti-eyman  brought 
in  with  six  men. 

AVhcreas  we  have  received  a  warrant  from  the  Honorable  Governour  of  Hereford, 
for  the  bringing  in  to  the  Garrison  six  able  men  to  worke  with  such  tooles  as  are  fit 
for  your  said  service,  aac  have  in  obcditnco  thereunto  ])y  our  Neighbour  Hugh 
Morris  sent  a  returne  of  tlie  names  of  the  said  parties,  viz: 

John  r.aily.  VhW.  Ma>on. 

Wil.  Edwards.  Ja.  lia.kerviUc. 

Kich.  Dceme.  Wil.  King. 

These  wc  have  sent  in  by  our  aforc.->:tid  Neighinnu-,  not  daring  oursehcs  to 
appearc  in  rc.-pect  of  the  enemies  Garri>on  at  Cannon  I'"rofinie. 

The  mark  of  (.1.  S.)  Jo.  Searlc. 
Dated  Deeem!).  17.  K'.gcr  Hill.  Con^t. 

1615. 


ArrENDix. 


223 


As  to  any  parts  of  this  pamplilct  ^vliioli  inn.y  appear  to  disagree  wiih 
the  contents  of  Eoe's  description,  tliey  may,  if  fairly  sifted,  assume  the 
character  of  amplification  i-ather  than  ahsolute  contradiction.  Compared 
side  by  side,  they  certainly  arc  not  snch  as  ^vould  be  justified  by  the 
strict  rules  of  le:;al  evidence.  Lut  the  variations,  so  far  as  Eoe  is  con- 
cerned, are  such  as  may  have  proceeded  from  a  long  retrospect  in  the 
writer,  and  a  partial  desire  or  habit  of  representing  Birch  as  the  principal 
figure  in  the  canvass.  To  some,  such  versions,  rightly  weighed,  may 
heighten  the  interest  of  the  story  rather  than  injure  the  cause  of  truth. 
The  editor  wishes  it  were  otherwise,  but  mnst  take  it  as  he  finds  it. 

A  similar  remark  may  be  applied  to  Vicars's  very  minute  and  graphic 
account  in  the  Burning  Bush,"  where  the  look-out,  and  the  signal  with 
the  hat,  are  referred  to  Birch's  lieutenant-colonel,  Hammond,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  firelocks,  and  seems  to  have  claimed  a  prominent  share 
in  the  capture. 


. '  -      APPENDIX  XYIT. 

Au  Accompt  of  the  scu'all  som'es  of  money  rcc''^:  for  the  Rausonie 
of  the  Persons  and  Estates  of  such  As  ^verc  taken  prison'"*:  Jn  y« 
Cittie  of  Hereford  Avhich  Ciitie  was  taken  hy  Surprize  and 
Assault  w^'out  any  eomposic'on  w^'^  other  moneys  and  goods  of 
the  like  nature. 

Which  money  lice  conceaveth  appci-tcyucth  nott  to  tlie  State. 

Due  to  him  As  Gou'no^:  of  Bathe  >fc  Hereford  V  of  Aug"  1045 
to  y*'  17'''  of  Xou^:  IGtG  4S  weeks  att  20'.  p'  weekc 

fTor  satisfae'on  wliereof  hce  reC^  iioe  money  Burt  what  Js  liereafter 
Exprest  to  defray  y'' Char- e  which  lice  conccincs  Iklouos  u,,tt  to 
the  State. 

An  Accompt  of  all  the  moneys  as  hiitli  bene  Kcc<^:  IJy  Colo'  Jolm 
Birch  or  his  order  for  rlie  Bansunie  of  tlie  rer>oiis  niul  estates 
of  such  as  were  found  Jn  llercfwrd  di-afected  to  tlie  rai  liameiit 
and  theire  taken  without  conipo-ition. 
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of  m''  Edijiunils 

of  m''  Diggars  .    '  . 

of  m''  David  Bowen  '  . 

of      Eicnard  Pliilpott  Scnio"" 

of  Doctor  Skynner 

of  m''  John  Cooke 

of      Edw<^.  Tiehearne 

of      Joseph  Bowecott 

of  m''  TTcsr  llayh'n 

of  m''  Moare  of  Chilston  A  papist 

of  m':  Tho:  Cicyll 

of  in-  AlderiiKia  Evans 

of  m.''  Edniiiad  A.stou  . 

of      Robert  Walker  . 

of  m'"  Toriipkms 

of      Ke}Tiall  . 

of  m'  Immcis  PoAvell  . 

of  m'"  Wingfeikl 

of      John  Andrews  . 

of  m"  Thomas  Bond 


of  m''  Wikiiarn  Cater  .... 
of  m'"  Tho:  Barro^ve  .... 
of      Jor.n  Smidi 
of  m'"  Jolui  Trchcarne 

of  m''  Thomas  Davis  .... 
of  m*"  Scrivener  .  .  .  . 

of  m'  Edward  Kinge  .... 
of  m'"  Thomas  Church 

of  m""  Thomas  Sower  .... 
of  m''  John  Pemher  ...» 
of      W""'.  Seaborne    .  ,  .  . 

of  in'"  John  Barnes  .... 
of  m""  Lawrence  .... 
of  m*"  John  ^rilward  .... 
of  Gritlirh  Karris  .... 
of  m""  Wt^.  Bntkr,  21:  ](K^  and  David  Bowcn  5/. 
of  in''  Pynnock  .... 
of  m*"  Phil  pott  Junio""  .... 
of  m""  Jcromie  Ad  is 


001  :  00  :  00 
010  :  00  :  00 
010  :  00  :  00 
020  :  00  :  00 
040  :  00  :  00 
050  :  00  :  00 
020  :  00  :  00 
025  :  00  :  00 
010  :  00  :  00 
100  :  00  :  00 
020  :  00  :  00 
027  :  10  :  00 
008  :  00  :  Oi) 

005  :  00  :  00 
025  :  00  :  00 
020  :  00  :  00 
020  :  00  :  00 

006  :  OG  :  OS 
030  :  00  :  00 
001  :  00  :  00 


481  :  16  :  OS 


20  :  00  :  00 
01  :  00  :  00 
10  :  00  :  00 

01  :  00  :  00 
05  :  00  :  00 
05  :  00  :  00 
12  :  00  :  00 
10  : 00  :  00 
05  :  00  :  00 
15  :  00  :  00 
03  :  00  :  00 

05  :  00  :  00 

06  :  00  :  00 
05  :  00  :  00 
05  :  00  :  00 

07  :  10  :  00 

02  :  10  :  OO 

03  :  00  :  00 
02  :  00  :  00 
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of      Phillipp  Svmor.ds 

of      Thomas  Veynall  .  ., 

of  in''  Rawlius  ..... 

of  m""  James  Barrowe  .... 

of  Leift  Colo'l  Price  Jn  money  goods  A:  quarf 

of  m*"  Price  of  Whirsion  A  papist 


Of  Pilchard  Lewis  21:  10,^:  and  David  Bowen  51. 
of      Heiirj  Melin  Butclier  Jn  Hereford 


The  Totall  of  the  P'licul'':  Ecceipts  aforemenc'oned  ) 
 ) 

John  Bircli 

Eec'':  from  two  SouLii'"*.  of  my  Regiment  about  t]ie'\ 
20'^  of  June  lGi6  The  snmme  of  200^  being  P'tc  I 
of  a  more  som'e  w^^^  they  found  in  the  Earth  about  j 
that  t3Tue  J  sav     .  .  .  .  .J 


John  Birch 

More  of  m''"'  Homes  . 

of  y""  AViddowe  Trehearue 

of  m'"  John  Cooper 

of  Docto^  Hanford 

of  m''  Seaborne  y°  Apotliocary 

of  m""'*.  Veynall 

of  m'-»:  Hill  . 


10  : 

00  . 

00 

12  : 

00  : 

00 

02  : 

10 

00 

Uo  : 

HA  . 
UU  : 

100  : 

00  : 

00 

20 

00 

00 

27G 

10 

00 

07 

10 

00 

30 

00 

00 

37 

10 

00 

793 

:  IG 

- 

:  OS 

200 

:  00 

00 

020 

:  00 

:  00 

025 

:  00 

:00 

007 

:  10 

:  00 

010 

:  00 

:  00 

004 

:  00 

:  00 

005 

:  00 

:  00 

002 

:  10 

:  00 

]}€?ics  Major  Peploe.) 


«  [From  the  style  and  caligraphy  of  this  sclicdule  it  may  be  fairly  in- 
ferred that  it  was  part  of  the  formal  statement  of  Colonel  Birch's  account, 
passed  by  the  Committee  on  June  15,  1017.] 
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Colonel  Birch  to  the  Speaker  or  the  House  of  Commons. 
Honourable  Sir, 

Since  my  last  the  7.  instant,  finding;  the  forces  of  Goodrich  under  command  of 
Sir  Henrv  Lin  gen  so  active  that  a  passenger  could  not  be  safe  between  Gloucester 
and  Hereford,  nor  could  I  quarter  Horse  abroad  but  they  were  in  much  danger,  nor 
could  I  draw  forrh  towards  LudloAV  or  Worcester  but  they  would  come  neer  unto  the 
City  to  plunder,  therefore  I  chose  rather  to  run  the  hazard  of  storming  the  House 
wherein  they  kept  then-  out-Guard  upon  their  Boats  and  Stable,  being  within  20  foot 
of  their  Castle  Wall,  than  to  sulYer  those  former  inconveniences,  which  was  done  thus: 
I.  marched  out  of  Hereford  Mtmday  night  last  with  oOO  Horse  and  Foot  undiscovered, 
nntill  I  came  w-ithin  Pistoll  shot  of  Goodrich,  a  little  before  day:  then  fell  on  with 
100  firelocks  for  the  Forlorn,  and  cutred  over  the  Wall  neare  the  end  of  their  stable; 
the  wall  was  very  high,  yet  got  over  before  they  had  a  full  alarm ;  and  found  in  the 
stable  about  fom-cscore  Horse,  and  five  men,  which  Horse  I  took  all,  digging  thorow 
the  walls,  and  turning  them  out ;  the  men  were  slaine  and  taken:  the  stable  with  hay 
and  other  provision  burnt ;  In  the  mean  time  I  fell  on  their  out-Guard,  in  a  place 
called  the  Boat-House,  which  Avas  within  Pistoll  shot  of  the  Castle,  which  held  out 
two  houres  untill  it  was  digged  thorow  ;  then  they  desired  quarter  for  their  lives  ; 
wherein  was  Major  Pateson,  Commander  of  the  Horse,  and  ^Tajor  Benskin  and  lo 
Gentlemen  more  and  Troopers,  whom  I  brought  to  Hereford.  This  succe>s  it  pleased 
the  Lord  to  give  me  with  little  losse.  which  is  very  advantageous,  and  especially 
enabling  me  to  peiiorni  tho.<e  commands  laid  upon  me  by  the  right  honourable  the 
Committee  for  both  Kingdoms.  And  this  day  in  the  way  as  1  was  conuning  to 
Gloucester  for  tliat  purpose,  some  Horse  belonging  to  Goodrich  Castle  way  laid  me, 
wdiich  were  out  on  a  party  when  I  took  the  rest  ]Munday  night,  there  being  w  itli  me 
Collonell  Kirle,  and  about  12  more,  but  not  so  many  ready;  the  Enemie  staid  in  the 
way,  which  we  perceiving,  gave  them  a  charge,  their  number  being  14,  tooke  and 
slew  12,  and  the  other  two  escaping  through  the  liiver  to  the  Castle.    *    *  * 

(Vicars,  Buruing  Bush  not  consumed,  39G.) 
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Colonel  Birch  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Truly  Honourable, — In  my  last  I  gave  you  an  account  of  all  passages  here,  since 
which  I  sent  in  my  summons,  here  inclosed,  but  they  within  resolve  to  stand  it  out, 
as  you  may  perceive  by  their  answer :  they  are  excepted  persons,  an<l  Papists  very 
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desperate :  they  never  left  sallying:  whilst  they  hi\d  one  horse  to  sully  out  with, 
having  lost  in  all,  upon  their  sallies,  abwe  one  hundred.' 

I  am  approached  within  the  reach  of  their  stones,  which  they  throw  abundantly,* 
and  am  now  almost  ready  to  p!:\y  npon  them  with  a  mortar  piece,  which  I  have  cast 
here,  can-ying  a  shell  of  above  two  hundred  weight;  and  have  planted  my  battery, 
and  am  going  on  with  my  mines ;  for  eiiecting  of  all  which,  a  considerable  quantity 
of  powder  will  be  speedily  necessary. 

I  therefore  humbly  entreat  yom:  honour  will  be  pleased  to  move  the  honourable  house 
for  eighty  barrels,  which  will  much  forward  the  service,  and  exceedingly  engage 

Your  honotir's  most  faithful  and  thankful  servant, 

John  Birch. 

From  Goodrich,  June  IS,  164G. 

Colonel  Bikch  to  the  Goyeenou  or  Goodrich  Castle. 

Sir, — Before  this,  I  question  not  but  you  expected  v\hat  I  have  now  sent  unto  you, 
which  I  did  the  rather  forbear,  being  infonned  of  your  strong  confidence  of  a  speedy 
relief,  and  no  less  in  your  own  ability  to  prevent  such  near  approaches  as  are  and  may 
be  made  upon  you.  (being  willing  you  should  try  the  utmost  of  both  ;)  though  instead 
of  the  former,  I  must  let  you  know  that  Oxford  is  to  be  delivered  up  the  10th  instant.* 
In  the  mean  time,  I  have  been  studious  of  your  welfare,  which  ,to  advance  I  find  no 
visible  way  left,  but  that  yt'U  submit  unto  the  pleasure  of  the  high  court  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  in  whose  name,  and  for  whose  use,  I  demand  of  you  the  possession  of  this 
castle  of  Goodrich  ;  which  if  you  shall  assent  unto,  you  may  command  my  utmost 
service  in  any  thing  which  n:!:iy  tend  to  the  public  good,  your  honour,  and  future 
welfare. 

And  for  those  gentlemen  now  under  your  protectinu,  if  they  shall  put  themselves 
under  mine,  I  shall  not  deceive  them  of  that  civility  which  they  may  expect;  and 
shall  thankfully  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  Almighty  God  in  sparing  a  further 
effusion  of  blood:  it  being  my  desire  hereby  to  declare  unto  you  my  especial  care  to 
prevent;  which  if  you  shall  ocrasion  by  your  refuial,  (that  being  at  another  time 
honourable  which  now  will  not  appear  to  be  the  part  of  a  soldier,  whose  prudence  is 
required  as  well  as  resolution,)  but  that  you  shall  persist  to  a  further  enraging  of 
those  under  mv  command,  .so  that  you  make  me  incainible  of  doing  that  which,  it  may 
be,  you  may  think  (and  not  without  ground,  weie  it  n(jt  the  eleventh  hour)  to  have  at 


*  [The  loss  when  the  stable  was  burnt  must  have  been  soon  in  part  repaired,  as  10 
weeks  afterwards  70  horses  were  captured  at  rv;!g!an,  "most  of  them  belonging  to 
Goodrich  Castle.' —Gary,  i.  0?..] 

2  [Wallenstein  at  his  k-vjuer  before  Nuremberg  employed  "barrells  or  hogsheads 
filled  with  sand  and  stones  tor  throwing,  placed  on  tlic  batteries."— Mmuvo,  ii.  KM.] 

'  The  treaty  for  the  surrender  of  Oxford  was  signed  June  21st;  the  city  was 
surrendered  to  Fairfax  on  the  ioth. 
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last,  find  tlint  blood  and  utter  ruin  follow,  I  hereby  desire  to  be  excused  if  I  prose- 
cute my  present  business  in  such  a  way  as  -will  be  grievous  unto  him,  who  rather 
desires  to  approve  himself  Your  real  friend, 

John  Birch. 

June  13,  1C46,  at  2  o'clock. 

P-S.  That  you  may  perceive  my  willingness  to  give  you  full  satisfaction  in  any 
scruple  that  you  may  make  hereunto  ;  if  you  desire  it,  myself,  with  two  gentlemen 
more,  will  give  you  the  meeting  with  the  like  number,  where  you  please  ;  or  if  you 
desire  no  such  satisfaction,  I  shall  desire  your  answer  in  writing  within  twenty-four 
hours:  which  length  of  time  I  am  willing  to  give  you,  because  to  me  it  looks  like  a 
business  of  great  concernment,  to  yourself  especially,  because  you  bind  my  hands 
from  any  more  lines  passing  in  this  business. 

Sir  Henry  Lingen,  Governor  of  Goodrich  Castle,  to  Col,  Birch. 

Sir, — I  received  yesterday  a  summons  from  you,  wherein  you  demand  of  me  this 
castle  to  be  delivered  into  yom*  hands  for  the  use  of  the  Parliament.  The  King  placed 
me  in  it,  by  his  commission,  to  keep  it  for  him  and  to  his  use,  and,  until  I  shall 
receive  an  immediate  order  or  command  from  him  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  do  it  to 
the  uttermost  of  my  power ;  otherwise  I  conceive  I  should  not  discharge  the  part  of 
a  soldier  and  an  honest  man,  which  I  hope  to  carry  with  me  to  my  grave.  As  for 
the  information  you  had  of  my  strong  confidence  of  a  speedy  relief,  truly  it  was  a 
thing  I  neither  desired  nor  expected  in  so  short  a  time ;  yet  happily  may  have  it 
before  my  necessity  will  require  it ;  as  for  the  delivering  up  of  Oxford,  (if  it  be  so,) 
the  fortime  of  another  man's  command  shall  not  be  a  leading  case  for  my  loyalty, 
and  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  and  this  I  will  assure  you  is  the  resolution  of 

Your  loving  fi-iend, 

Cotheridge  Castle,  June  14,  IG-IG.  Hen.  Lingen. 

Colonel  Birch  to  Sir  XL  Lingen. 

Sir, — I  have  received  your  resolution  l)y  your  drummer,  which  far  better  contents 
those  under  my  command  than  myself,  who  really  desired  your  welfare. 

In  honour,  Sir,  Yoiu*  loving  friend, 

J.  B. 

At  the  Leaguer,  June  14,  IGIG,  4  o'clock. 

(Gary's  Memorials  of  the  Great  Civil  AVar,  i.  102-1  OS.) 

[See  also  rerfecl  Diuriiall,  June  22,  IGlG,  wlicre  there  arc  a  few  verbal 
discrepancies.] 
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! 

The  Strong 
'  Castle 

:  of  • 

GOTHRIDGE 
talicn  hij  ColoncU 
Birch. 

Sir  Henry  Lingeu,  and  fifty  Gentlemen  taken 
Prisoners,  All  the  Officers  and  Souldiers  at  mercy,  and 
all  the  Amies  and  Amnumition,J3ag  and  Baggage 
taken  by  the  said  Colonell  Birch,  on  Fryday 
last.    July  31.  lGi6. 

Monday  the  3^  of  August.  IGIG. 
This  Letter  of  Colonell  Birches  Avith  the 
two  other  Letters  are  examined  and  prin- 
ted, and  published  according  to  order  of 
Parliament. 

London  :  Printed  by  Jane  Coe.  164G. 

The  taking  of  Gothridge  Castle  by  Collonel  Birch,  \vith  all  the  Amies,  and  Ammu- 
nition, and  all  Prisoners  at  mercy,  certified  by  a  Letter  from  Collonel  Birch 
Himselfe. 

Honoured  Sir, 

No  time  hath  been  neglected  by  me  in  the  prosecution  of  this  service,  but  as  the 
ground  would  admit  I  have  carried  on  my  Approcbcs,  Batteries,  and  ]Myues  ;  And 
after  I  had  veiy  much  torne  the  Castle  with  my  ^fortur  piece,  that  no  whole  roomc 
■was  left  in  it  (that  not  doing  the  Avorkc)  I  resolved  to  go  on  with  the  mines,  and 
Battery  (where  I  could  not  myne)  both  of  which  went  on  so  succesfully,  that  in  a  few 
howres  I  intended  to  enter  by  Stornie  And  to  that  end  drew  my  horse  and  foot 
together,  which  the  Enemy  perceiving,  rather  then  they  would  run  the  hazard,  took 
down  their  Cullers,  and  put  up  white  (without  which  I  denycd  them  any  Treat v) 
their  desires  were  honourable  tcarms,  which  I  thought  not  fit  to  grant,  neitlicr  to 
give  them  any  thing  beyond  mercy  for  their  lives,  their  I'crsons  to  be  wholly  at  my 
dispose  ;  upon  wliich  tearms,  I  have  this  day  received  possession  of.  this  Castle. 
And  Avhen  the  Parliament  shall  please  to  command  Sir  Henry  Lingen  to  waite  upon 
them,  I  shal  carefully  bring  him  U]i  to  attend  their  ])Io:;<ure.  Li  tbe  menu  time  I 
desire  that  the  Parliament  will  be  pka>ed  to  signifie  their  ideasure  concerning  the 
demolishing  or  keeping  this  Castle;  'J'he  condition  of  v.liieh,  and  of  nil  other 
passages  here,  this  Bearer  Major  Blackmore  will  ^ive  a  perfect  accompt,  who  liath 
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been  very  active  and  helpful!  in  this  service,  together  with  the  condition  of  the 
Horse  and  Foot  under  my  command,  how  much  they  have  been  discouraged  by  those 
who  with  earnestnessc  sec'k  their  owne  ends,  notwithstanding  all  which,  no  duty  hath 
been  omitted,  nor  any  meanes  left  unattempted  which  might  forward  the  Publike 
Service. 

Your  most  himible  and  reall  Servant, 
Gotheridge  the  31  of  John  BiiiCH. 

July  lGi6. 

The  Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Colonell  Birches  Leagure. 

Sir, 

I  know  not  how  cnoiigh  to  commend  the  gallantry  of  Col.  Birch,  in  his  deport- 
ment before  Gotheridge  Castle,  a  Nest  of  Papists,  and  rigid  Malignants,  that  were 
very  desperate  in  their  resolutions,  which  the  more  cnceused.  our  Souldiers.  Sir 
Henry  Lingen  would  fain  have  had  another  Summons  to  begot  a  parley ;  but  the 
former  offers  refused,  made  our  Colonel  look  upon  that  as  uncapable  of  so  much 
favour.  It  is  a  place  very  strong,  and  Mining  hath  proved  very  hard  work,  yet  Col. 
Birch  hath  used  all  possible  means,  and  lost  no  opportunity  in  the  speeding  of  the 
reducing  thereof,  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  Kiugdome,  which  I  believe  the  sur- 
render of  "Worcester  hath  something  hastucd. 

But  the  Colonell  made  his  approchcs,  and  mined  with  all  the  speed  that  the 
cragginesse  of  the  place  would  permit,  and  not  onely  plied  them  with  his  Batteries, 
but  had  done  very  good  execution  upon  the  Castle  with  the  Granados  shot  from  our 
Mortar  peece.  And  all  things  were  in  so  faire  a  way  that  wee  were  almost  ready 
to  storme  ;  then  which  the  Souldiers  desired  nothing  more,  so  that  all,  both  Colonel, 
Officers  and  Souldiers,  should  not  have  needed  to  have  beene  hastned,  had  not  the 
worke  been  shortned  another  way,  We  were  so  ncere  the  storme,  that  Colonel 
Birch  had  drawne  up  the  Horse  and  Foot,  and  was'  ordering  them  into  a 
posture  for  falling  on.  But  the  enemy  in  Gotheridge  Castle  perceiving  in  what 
posture  wee  were  in,  and  seeing  hoM'  they  were  on  all  sides  surprized,  their  heaits 
began  to  faile  them,  so  that  they  took  a  most  fearfuU  Alarm  ;  and  (whether  by 
Counsellof  Warre,or  otherwise)  they  speedily  took  their  condition  into  consideration, 
and  (perceiving  that  wee  would  not  bulk  with  them)  being  un\villing  to  eiidure  a 
storme  (which  was  much  the  more  terrible  to  them,  because  of  divers  Gentry 
amongst  them)  they  desired  a  Parley,  but  my  Colonell  would  not  grant  that,  though 
much  importuned  for  it :  insomuch  that  when  they  saw  ^\•ee  W(mld  not  admit  of  any 
delay,  they  tooke  in  their  Standerd  Colours,  and  held  out  their  white  Fiagge  of 
Truce,  and  begged  that  they  might  but  march  out  Honourably  to  their  owne  homes, 
and  some  to  Garrisons.  But  nothing  would  bee  granted  more  then  quarter  for  their 
lives.    And  in  short  it  was  agreed  to  thus  : 

First,  that  Sir  Henry  Lingen  the  Govcrnonr  of  Gotheriilge  Castle,  with  all  the 
Officers  and  Souldiers  therein,  shall  have  mercy  for  their  livc-^. 

Secondly,  that  the  said  Sir  Henry  Lingen  the  Governour,  with  all  the  Officers  and 
Sonldiers,  shall  surrender  up  themselves  prisoners  to  be  at  Colonel  Birch  his  disi)osing. 
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Thirdly,  that  all  the  Amies  and  Ammunition,  provision,  and  whatsoever  else  is 
in  Gotlieridge  Castle,  shall  be  delivered  np  to  Colondl  Birch  for  the  service  of  the 
Parliament. 

fourthly,  that  the  same  bee  performed  presently  the  same  day  (viz.  July  31,  1640). 

All  which  was  done  accordingly,  this  present  day,  and  Colonell  Birch  is  now  in 
possession  of  the  Ca>tle,  wherein,  besides  the  Governour,  were  about  50  Gentlemen, 
and  others  of  Quality,  and  120  Souldiers,  of  whom  I  will  give  you  a  List  of  their 
Names  with  all  convenient  speed. 

My  Colonell  hath  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Hereford,  dated  yesterday,  of 
%vhich  I  sent  you  a  Copy.  I  hope  care  will  be  taken  to  make  all  lovers  and  frinds, 
and  that  we  that  have  fought  together  in  one  cause,  and  been  ready  to  shed  our 
blood  one  for  another,  shall  not  now  spill  one  another's  blood,  but  live  in  unity,  and 
enjoy  peace  through  all  the  Kingdome,  which  is  the  prayers  of 

Yoiu-  most  humble 

Gotheridge  July  31.  1G4G.  Servant 

KH. 

The  Copy  of  a  Letter  sent  to  Colonel  Birch  from  Hereford,  then  before  Gotheridge 

Castle. 

.For  the  honourable  Colonell  Birch,  Governour  of  Hereford,  at  his  quarters  before 
Gotheridge  Castle. 

Sir, 

Here  is  given  out  by  some,  That  as  soon  as  Gotheridge  Castle  is  reduced,  yoti 
are  to  march  away  frum  this  City,  and  another  Colonell  to  possesse  yoiu-  place  : 
And  truly  1  think  the  design  is  working:  wherfore,  if  you  may  use  all  the  meanes 
yon  can  to  prevent  it,  that  your  Brotltcr,  or  some  other  friends  may  command  the 
Castle  and  Forces  Avhich  shall  be  left  here,  if  you  do  not  your  self.  Sir,  your 
businesse  for  the  County  Voyces  may  hold  if  mannged  wisely.  I  have  writ  to  Sir 
Richard  Hopton  again  in  the  businesse,  a  copy  of  which  you  shall  see  at  your  return, 
and  am  now  "VNTiting  to  Sir  John  Bridges,  bat  I  hear  of  none  that  stirs  in  it  but 
myself.  They  have  severall  in  most  parts  of  the  County.  Wo  earnestly  desire  you 
here.    I  pray  you  haste.   I  conclude,  and  subscribe  myself 

Miles  Hill. 

Hereford  July  29.  , 
1G4G. 

I  pray  you  set  businesse  in  agitation  in  those  parts  where  your  Commands  are  by 
your  Assigtiation  Officers. 


•232  MILITARY  MEMOIR  OF  COLONEL  JOHN  BIRCH. 


'   APPENDIX  XXI. 

Tliese  are  to  reqnire  vou  on  sight  hereof  to  forbcare  to  p'"juclice  John  Hall  of 
South  Tawton  in  the  County  of  Devon  eiiher  by  plundering  his  House,  or  taking 
away  his  horses,  sheepe,  or  other  cattell  or  goods  Avhatsoever,  or  by  ottering  any 
violence  to  his  p'son  or  the  p'sons  of  any  of  his  familie,  as  you  will  answer  the 
contrarie.  Provided  hee  bee  obedient  to  all  Orders  and  Ordinances  of  Pari'.  Given 
tinder  my  hand  and  Seale  at  Colunib-John  the  31^^  day  of  March  16-lG. 

T.  Fairfax. 

To  all  Oincers  and  Souldicrs  under  ray  Com'and. 


These  are  to  require  of  you  on  sight  hereof  to  forbeare  to  preiudicc  y*'  House  of 
Thomas  Soley  of  Worcester  or  to  offer  any  violence  to  his  person  or  any  of  his 
Family  or  to  take  away  his  Cattle  houshold  Stuffe  or  any  other  of  his  goods  what- 
soever he  l:K?ing  well  affected  to  y^  Parliament  and  Army.  Given  under  my  hand 
&  seale  y*  V-^  of  September  1G5L 

0.  Cromwell. 

To  all  oSicers  i:  soldiers  und""  my  Comand. 


Theese  are  to  requier  and  dcsier  you  not  to  take  away  any  of  the  goods  or  Catles 
of  S''.  Edward  Powells  nowe  being  or  that  shalbee  hereafter  -v].)on  his  estate  at 
Pengetliley  hee  haueing  compounded  with  mee  for  them  nor  to  molest  or  trouble  any 
of  his  seruants  or  tenants  there  hee  likewise  haueing  Compounded  for  his  rents  Giucu 
Tuder  my  hand  at  Gotherig  Castle  this  16th  of  March  1045. 

Hen.  Lexgen. 

To  all  omcers  and  Souldicrs  of  his  Maicsties 
Annies  and  all  others  whome  yt  may 

conceme.  (MS.  Collections. — J.W.) 


APPENDIX  XXII. 
Birch's  pEcniENT  destined  for  Ireland. 

[It  may  be  interesting  to  trace,  as  far  as  we  liave  tlie  means  of  follow- 
ing itj  the  history  of  this  body  of  men,  wbo  had  done  such  important 
service  in  the  capture  of  Hereford. 

Their  fomier  commander  had,  on  March  25,  lG-i7,  agreed  with  tlie 
Committee  for  Ireland  to  send  for  that  service  a  reghncnt  of  1,000  foot, 
and  two  troops  of  horse  of  100  each,  on  the  terms  of  the  payment  of  two 
months'  arrears  and  one  month  to  come,  in  all  G,740/.  to  be  advanced  by 
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the  County  Committee  and  repaid  with  8  pej'  cent,  interest,  by  that  at 
Goklsmiths'  Hall.  But  they  did  not  set  out  at  once,  and  the  delay 
proved  dangerous.  They  were  expected  at  Ciiester  in  the  early  part  of 
May,i  but  did  not  arrive.  They  probably  heard  in  the  mean  time  a  bad 
account  (and  it  must  have  been  bad  if  it  was  true)  of  their  future  pros- 
pects of  starvation  and  misery  ;  at  any  rate,  on  July  19,  1G47,  we  find 
Birch  writing  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  General  "concerning 
some  distempers  and  differences  that  have  happened  among  the  forces  at 
Herefford,"  engaged  for  Ireland.  They  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to 
"  secure  "  their  Lieut. -Colonel,  probably  the  active  but  indiscreet  Hum- 
phreys, whose  cause  was  still  pending.  Tliis  is  all  that  we  learn  from  the 
"  Perfect  Diurnall," — all.  perhaps,  that  Birch  wished  to  transpire  in  the 
House;  but,  if  report  might  be  trusted,  the  miscliief  was  more  serious, 
for  Rushworth,  in  a  letter  to  Ferdinando  Lord  Fairfax,-  dated  July  20, 
mentions  among  the  news  of  the  day,  "that  Colonel  Birch's  agitators  do 
tread  the  steps  of  the  Xorthern,  and  seized  upon  the  Colonel  and  his 
brother  the  Major,  and  (to  boot)  the  castle  of  Hereford  and  2,000/.  in  it, 
besides  clothes,  shoes,  and  other  provisions ;  upon  this  ground,  that  the 
Colonel  and  Major  declared  against  permitting  the  soldiery  to  associate 
with  this  army.  L'pon  the  Colonel's  fair  language  his  soldiers  gave  him 
his  liberty,  upon  his  word  not  to  engage  against  the  army.  The  [Major, 
castle,  and  money  they  keep."  This  circumstantial  detail  looks  like  the 
truth.  Anyhow,  the  House  saw  that  the  affair  was  not  to  be  trifled  with, 
and  accordingly  the  General  was  desired  "  to  give  order  for  the  speedy 
sending  away  "  those  troops  into  Ireland,  as  they  had  engaged.  The 
letter  was  sent  to  the  General  the  next  day,  and  Fairfax  no  doubt  acted 
with  decision.  But  such  was  the  state  of  discipline  among  this  greatly- 
vaunted  soldiery  that  the  regiment  must  have  flatly  disobeyed  ;  for  we 
find  them  in  January,  1047-S,  still  at  Hereford,  annoying  the  country  by 
their  exactions,  and  refusing  to  disband  excejit  in  the  manner  most 
agreeable  to  themselves.  A  letter  read  in  the  House  of  Commons,  dated 
Jan.  24,  from  "an  eminent  person"  who  acted  at  Hereford  as  Parlia- 
mentary Commissioric-r,  gives  a  curious  insight  into  the  state  of  the 
army  in  parts  remote  from  head- quarters.     It  a])pears  that  in  })ursuance 
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of  iiistriictions  alike  from  the  Parliament  and  the  General,  communicated 
tlirongli  Major  Harlow "  (afterwards  better  known  as  Sir  Edward 
Harley),  the  now  Colonel,  Humphreys,  had  attempted  on  the  19th  to 
disband  the  foot  regiment  by  companies,  but  they  had  refused  obedience 
on  those  terms,  and  still  seemed  likely  to  prove  refractory.  The  letter 
contains  a  grievous  as  well  as  very  instructive  complaint  of  the  exactions 
of  the  soldiery :  never  more  oppression  when  both  Armies  were  on  foot. 
As  for  example  in  Baclnor  shire  they  quartered  three  weeks  some  six 
hundred  men,  wher  they  have  taken  for  every  foote-man  3^.  a  day,  in 
which  place,  before  they  came  thither,  they  had  paid  their  six  moneths 
contribution.  In  this  county  they  do  the  like  wher  they  have  paid  their 
contribution  to  a  penny,  and  now  in  the  Treasury.  And  without  your 
tender  care  for  the  preservation  of  this  County  they  are  utterly  ruined  : 
And  we  are  fain  both  for  here  and  Gloster  not  to  leave  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  but  convey  it  daily  to  private  Houses  for  fear  of  miscariage  by 
reason  of  the  violence  of  the  Souldiers.  *  *  The  sum  of  monies  that  will 
disband  these  two  Regiaments  will  be  5,000//."  All  mention  of  the  Irish 
service  seems  to  have  been  ignored  ;  and  in  an  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  Oct.  18,  1648,  it  is  not  only  admitted  that  those  ''forces 
went  not,"  but  specified  that  in  consequence  they  only  received  the  two 
months'  arrears  (due,  as  above,  in  ]March  1G47):  750/.  out  of  the 
balance  being  now  appropriated  to  liquidate  part  of  the  claim  of  Col. 
Birch,  and  the  rest  being  unaccounted  for.  The  Colonel  no  doubt  hnd  a 
just  right  to  his  arrears;  but  under  such  a  system  of  insubordination, 
mismanagement,  and  selfishness  there  is  little  room  for  surprise  at  the 
country's  complaints  of  violence,  rapine,  and  extortion.]^ 


APPENDIX  XXIII. 

[The  following  brief  chronological  notices  of  some  of  Colonel  Birch's 
proceedings  sul)sequent  to  the  taking  of  Hereford,  drawn  from  the  Journals 
of  the  Houses,  the  Harley  correspondence,  and  other  sources,  do  not  pro- 
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fess  to  be  complete,  but  contain  some  iiitercstin,£r  facts  not  recorded  in  tlie 
preceding  pages,  and  may  throw  additional  light  on  parts  of  his  personal 
history. 

1645,  Dec.  IS. .  Hereford  surprised. 

Dec.  22  .  Birch  appointed  Governor.  About  this  time  ')0L  per  annum  was 
granted  to  him  out  of  Lingen's  estate  ;  but  whether  it  was 
paid  does  not  a])pear. 

1645-  6,  Jan.  15. .  Empowered  with  martial  law. 

Peb.    ...  ManoeuYres  against  Astlcy  with  220  foot  and  200  horse,  but  owing 

to  floods  no  engagement  ensued. 
Mar.  9...  Burns  the  stable  at  Goodrich. 
Mar.  13  or  14.  Goes  to  confer  witli  ^Morgan  at  Gloucester. 
Mar.  21 ,  Defeats  Astley  at  Stow. 

1646,  Mar.  26.  Faces  Worcester  with  ^Torgan  and  Brcreton. 
Apr.  24  .  Invests  Ludlow. 

May  20  .  Keturns  to  the  surrendcn*  of  Ludlow,  where  "  expecting  fair 
tcmis  and  performances,  out  of  knowledge  of  the  said  Colonel 
and  others  there,  they  yeelded  sooner  than  otherwayes  they 
needed." 

July  31  .  Captures  Goodrich  Castle. 

Aug.  1 . .  Purchases  the  Castle  of  Hereford  of  Edward  Page.  During  his 
governorship  he  is  stated  to  have  borrowed  100^.,  possibly  on 
this  account. 

Aiag.  7 . .  Writes  from  before  Kaglan  Castle  to  the  Speaker,  referring  to  a 

petition  he  had  addressed  to  the  House. 
Oct.  6  . . .  Insulted  by  Bromwich. 
.  Oct.  23. .  Petition  against  him  presented  to  the  House  by  Sir  Robert  Harley. 
Dec.  9  . ,  Took  the  Covenant  on  entering  the  House  as  Burgess  for  Leominster 

in  the  room  of  Serjeant  Enre,  ejected  as  having  been  Speaker 

of  the  Oxford  Parliament. 

1646-  7,  Jan.  22  .  Sends  orders  from  Worcester  to  Hereford  as  to  fpiartering  his 

soldiers  ''on  Delinquents  and  Xewters." 
Jan.  30  .  At  variance  with  Colonel  Harley  and  the  Hereford  Committee 
about  quarters  for  his  horse. 

1647,  Mar.  26  .  Engages  for  the  sums  of  6740Z.  and  S'ul.  4.s\  SJ.  to  send  1000  foot 

and  200  horse  to  Irehnul.  A  few  more  (iL'O?)  horse  were 
added  June  18. 

Apr.  12  .  Sells  the  Castle  of  Hereford  for  600Z.  to  the  Harleys  and  other 

Hcrefordslurc  members  for  the  use  of  the  county. 
June  15,  16.  Passes  his  account  before  the  Committee 
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June  21  .  Having  left  London  for  ITcreford  by  way  of  Bristol,  where  he  was 
to  re(;x?ive  part  of  the  money  for  his  regiment,  he  was  arrested  at 
Bagshot,  in  compliance  with  a  general  order,  notwithstanding 
the  Speaker's  pass,  by  Rainsborough's  soldiers,  and  escorted  to 
head-quartcrs  at  St.  Alban's,  whence  Fairfax  sent  him  back  to 
London. 

Jul}'  19  .  Complains  to  the  House  of  a  mutinous  spirit  in  his  regiment. 
Oct.  4. . .  Serves  on  a  committee  respecting  Ireland. 

Oct.  26..  An  order  was  sent  to  the  Lords  that  the  lead  of  the  Clochium 
or  Great  Steeple  attached  to  Worcester  Cathedral  should  be  sold 
for  the  repairs  of  certain  churches  and  almshouses  in  that  city. 
.  .  This  noble  building,  70  yards  in  height,  constructed  at  an  early 

period  of  great  uusawed  Irish  timber  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
tlie  bells,  was  in  consequence  destroyed,  and  the  materials,  valued 
at  1200Z,,  purchased  by  Birch  for  G17Z.  4.-?.  2d.    But  for  his  seat 
in  Parliament,  he  would  have  been  probably  questioned  for  this 
at  the  Restoration. 
.  Dec.  23  .  lie  serves  on  a  committee  to  go  to  the  Army  at  Windsor. 
Dec.  24. .  Obtains  an  order  for  payment  of  2500Z.  with  interest  until  paid. 
1647-8,  Jan.     ..  He  and  his  brother  Major  Birch  threaten  the  Hereford  Committee 
with  violence. 

Feb.  —  June,  With  others  as  commissioner   in  Edinburgh,  vrhcre  they 
complain  of  bad  accommodation. 
1648,    Oct.  18..  His  troops  having  failed  to  go  to  Ireland,  lie  is  allowed  750Z. 

towards  his  claim  out  of  their  intended  pay,  and  800Z.  from  the 
sequestration  of  Sir  Edward  Morgan  of  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
Kov.  22  .  Begged  the  Higli  Stewardship  of  Leominster. 
Dec.  5. . .  Serves  on  a  committee  for  conferring  with  the  General. 
Dec.  6. . .  Seized  by  the  Army  and  excluded  the  House. 
1649-50,  Feb.  22.  Purchased  the  Bishop's  palace  and  manors  for  2475Z.  \2s.  5d. 

(hc  ving  previously  bought  Whit1)0urne). 
1651,  end  of  Aug.  Attends  King  Charles  II.  at  Worcester. 

1655,  T^Iar  Arrested  by  Colonel  Rogers. 

Nov  Released  through  !Maj or- General  Berry. 

1656,  Sept          Signed  the  Remonstrance. 

1657,  June  26  .  Present,  as  Mem]>er  for  Leominster,  at  the  inauguration  of  the 

Protector. 

1658,  Jan  Returned  for  Leominster  to  CromwcH's  Parliament. 

1666  Proposed  a  good  metliod  for  the  uniform  rebuilding,  under  Trustees, 

of  London  after  the  Great  Fire. 
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June  5,  1873. 


(i-arln  ^ifiloricat  and  ^Itrrarn  ilemain.s. 


The  Members  marked  (c.)  liave  compoiuidvd  for  ilieir  Svhscripiions. 


Prcciiirut. 

The  PaoHT  Hon\  The  EATiL  OF  VEUULAM,  F.E.G.S. 

(c.)  liiglit  Hon.  Lord  Acton,  Tiouncl  AetoRj  Salop. 

Dr.  Edward  Adam-on,  4,  AVest  Street,  Rye,  Sussex. 
George  Edward  Adams,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Lancaster  Herald,  Col- 
lege of  Arms,  Doctors'  (.'ommons,  J^.C. 
Edward  Akroyd,  Esq.  :\Lr.  F.S.A.  Lank  Field,  Halifax. 
AVilliam  Aldam.  Esq.  Frickley  Hall.  Doncaster. 
Eichard  xVlmack,  E^q.  F.S.A:  Lono;' :Mclford,  Suf^'olk. 
W.  S.  Ap]dcton,'Esq.  ^ 

Lindsoy  jSI.  Aspland,  Esq.  LT;.D.  Lamk  Buildino-,  Tenq)le. 
Lieut.  \\\  J.  St.An])^-n,  Slicilield  Barracks,  Sheitield. 

J.  E.  Laer,  Esq.  Frankfort. 

Kight  Hon.   Lord  Bagot,  Blitliflold  IL^use,  nc^ar  Kiigeley 
Staffordshire. 

James  ^Villiam  Baillie,  Esq.  Arundel  \'illa,  Lansdownc  Bond, 

Croydon. 
Mr.  dames  Bain,  1,  H:iymai-ket. 

William  Bi-octor  leaker,  Esq.  Bronnvcll  House,  Brisliiigti^n 
Bristol. 

Bev.  Edward  Lowry  B;n-nw(dl,  YlA.  :\Ie]k.diam  House,  :\Ienv 
sliam,  A\  ilts. 

J.  Sparvcl  Ba\"l(y',  Vj>^\.  Knockliolt  Lixlge,  (i reculiitlie. 
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Executors  of  George  Beaufoj,  Esq.  Soutli  Lambeth. 
Thomas  Lcll,  Esq,  Tlie  Wakes,  Selborne,  uear  Alton,  Hants. 
Rev.  Samuel  Benson,  M.  A.  Town  Hall  Chambers,  Higli  Street, 
Soutlnvark. 

Daniel  Eenham,  Esq.  IS,  Ixcixent's  Square,  Gray's  Inn  Eoad. 
(c.)  John  Birkbeek,  Esq.  Anley  House,  Settle,  Yorkshire. 
Mr.  Bishop,  bookseller.  Eve,  Suffolk. 

Rev.  Beaver  H.  Blacker,  M.A.,  Rokeby,  Blackrock,  Dublin, 
(c.)  James  Bladon,  Esq.  Albion  House,  Pontvpool. 
(c.)  Rev.  Joseph  William  Blakesley,  B.D.  AVare,  Herts. 

Yen.  George  Bland,  M.A.  Archdeacon  of  Xorthumberland. 

Charles  Blandy,  Esq.  Reading. 

William  Blandy,  Esq.  Reading  (Local  Sccretor>j  at  lleadbiq). 
Robert  Willis  Blencowe,  Esq.  M.A.  The  Hook,  Lewes. 
Edward  Blore,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  F  S.A.  4,  Manchester 
Square. 

Miss  Beckett,  Bradney,  near  Burghfield,  Reading. 
Henry  G.  Bohn,  Esq.  Xorth  End  House,  Twickenham. 
Jolm  J.  Bond,  Esq.  Public  Record  Office,  Fetter  Lane. 
John  Booth,  Esq.  Green  Bank,  Monton  Eccles,  near  3Lin- 
chester. 

Rev,  Y"m.  Borlase,  M.A.  Zcnnor  Yicarage,  St.  Ives,  Cornwall. 
Mr.  Thomas  Bosworth,  198,  High  Holboni. 
Rev.  Joseph  Bosworth,  LL.D.  F.R.S.  F.S.A. 
Sir    George    Bowyer,  Bart.  D.C.L.    ^Ll\    Radley  Park, 
Abingdon. 

Robert  Greene  Bradley,  Esq.  Slync  House,  near  Lancaster. 
Y^illiam  Jerdone  Braikcn ridge,  Esq.  Clevedon,  Somerset. 
Francis  Caj^per  Brooke,  Esq.  Ufford,  Suffolk. 
William  Henry  Browne,  E-q.  St.  Martiii's,  Chester. 
J.  Brunskill,  Esq.  13,  Great  James  Street,  Bedford  Row. 
W.  G.  Bulwer,  Esq.  Quebec  House,  East  Dereham. 
Pecimus  Burton,  Esq.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  1,  Gloucester  Hou.ses, 
Bishop's  Road. 

Benjamin  Bond  Cabbell,  Esq.  F.R.S.    F.S.A.  39,  Cluq.el 

Street,  Marylebone  Road. 
Frederick  Cakhvell,  Esq.  4,  Hanover  Terrace,  Begcnt's  Park. 
Colonel  Carew,  Crowconibe  Court,  Taunton. 
W.  Henry  Pole  Carew,  Esq.  Anthony,  Toi*])oint,  Devonport. 
(c.)  Sir  Stafford  Carey,  3I.A.  Candie,  Guernsey. 

Georo-c  Alfred  Carthcw,  E-(p  F.S.A.  ]\Jiltbrd,  East  Dereham, 

Norfolk. 
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Kev.  "William  ITeniy  Cartwi-i^ht,  31. A.  IJiitcoinbe  lloctoiy, 

Wigton,  Somerset. 
William  Chapman,  Esq.  liielimoiifl. 
(c.)  AVilliam  Cliappdl,  Esq.  F.S.A.  ( Trea.^un'r),  Ilcatlicr-Jowii, 
Ascot. 

Georgiana  Lady   Chatt'ortoii,    LaclJeslcy    Clinton,  Knowlc, 
AVarwicksliire. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Chcln^.slora,  D.C.L.  7,  Eaton  Square,  S.W. 
liight  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishoj)  of  Chester,  Dee  Side,  Chester. 
Very  Eev.  tlie  Dean  of  Chiehestin*,  D.D. 
(c.^  John  AValbanke  Childers,  Esq.  Cantlcy,  Doneaster. 
Charles  Clark,  Esq.  5,  Eigtree  Court,  Temple. 
Eight  lion.  Lord  Clermont,  o;3,  Eill  Street,  Berkeley  Squai'c. 
Eev.  Archer  Clive,  AVhitiield,  Hereford. 
James  Cobb,  Esq.  Y^armouth. 

Eight  Hon.  Sir  John  Duke  Coleridge,  H.M.  Attorney-General, 

1,  Sussex  Gardens,  Bayswatcr. 
.    John  Payne  Collier,  Esq.  E.S.A.  lii\ersidc,  ^Maidenhead. 
Col.  Colomb,  E.Art.  Dalkey,  Kingstown,  E'eland. 
John  Coode,  Esq.  Polcarne,  St.  Austell,  Cornwall 
William  Llyde  Cooke,  Esq.  The  Green,  Shellesley  King's, 

A\^orcester. 

Eev.  James  Cooper,  M.A.  27,  Woburn  Square. 
William  Durrant  Cooper,  Esq.  E.S.A.  81,'  Guilford  Street, 
Eussell  Square. 

Eev.  George  Elwes  Corrie,  D.D.  Master  of  Jesus  Coll.  Camb. 
Jesus  College,  Cambridge, 

Fred.  Wm.  Cosens,  Es(p  27,  Queen's  Giite,  Kensington, 
(c.)  John  Eoss  Coulthart,  E.-q.  Croft  House,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Eight  Hon.  the  Countless  Cow  per. 

J.  C.  Cox,  Esq.  Hazel  wood,  ]jeli  )er. 
(c.)  James  T.  (uljson  Craig,  Esq.  Edinburgh. 

AV.  H.  Crawlbrd,  Esq.  Lakelands,  Cork. 

James  Crossley,   Escp   E.S.A.    President    of  the  Chelham 
Societv,  2,  Cavendish  IMace,  All  Sainis,  Manehester. 

J.  S.  Crossley,  Esq.  Leicester, 
(c.)  George  Cubitt,  Esq.  3LP.  121,  St.  George's  Square.  Pindieo. 

Edward  Cu.nldfe,  Es([.  G,  Princes  Street,  lUansion  Huusc. 

Colonel   k'l-ancis  Cunningham,  18,  Clarendon   Eoad,  South 
Kensington,  AV. 

Hon.  Edward  Cecil  Curzon,  Scarsdale  Hou-e,  Kensington. 
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Edward  Dalton,  Esq,  LL.D.  F.S.A.  Dunkirk  House,  near 

Xiiilsworth.  ' 
Thomas  Dalton,  Esq.  Crockhcrbtown,  Cardiff. 
li,  S.   Longworlli  Dames,  Esq.  32,  Upper  Mount  Street, 

Dublin. 

.  Louis  Daniel,  Esq.  Yaletta,  Zion  Road,  Eatligar,  Dublin.  - 
James  Bridge  Davidson,  Esq.  10,  Old  Square,  Lincoln's  Lm.- 
Francis  Robert  Davies,  Esq.  Hawthorn,  Lhickrock,  Dubliii. 
Rev.  James  Davies,  i\l.xV.  Moor  Court,  Kington,  Hereford- 
shire. 

.Rev.  J.  Silvester  Davies,  M.x\.  F.S.A.  Woolstone,  South- 
ampton. 

Robert  Davies,  Esq.  F.S.A.  The  Mount,  York, 
(c.)  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Derby,  LL.D.  23,  St,  James's  Square. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  De\  onshire,  E.G.  D.C.L.  78,  Piccadilly. 
Francis  Henrv  Dickinson,  Esq.  119,  St.  George's  Square. 
Sir  C.  Y'entworth  Dilke,  Bart.  LL.B.  M.P.  7(3,  Sloane  Sq. 
(c.)  Charles  Downes,  Esq.  29,  Coleshill  Street,  Piinlico. 
(C.)  Sir  Yllliam  R.  Drake,  12,  Prince's  Gardens,  S.AY. 

r)r.  Duckett,  R.X.  5,   Sefton  Terrace,  South  Town  Road, 

Great  Yarmouth. 
Sir  George  F.  Duckett,   Bart.  F.S.A.  The  Manor  House, 

Bampton,  Oxon. 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  David  Dundas,  M.A.  13,  King's  Bench  Y'alk, 
Temple. 


Samuel  Edwards,  Esq.  Lewlsliam. 

^Sir  Philip  de  Malpas   Grey  Egerton,  Bart.  M.P.  F.R.S. 
.      Y.P.G.S.  Oulton  l*ark,  Tarporley. 
Rev.  Henry  Thomas  Ellacombe,  M.x\.  F.S.A.  The  Rectory, 
Ch'st  St.  Georo-e,  To])sham. 
(c.)  Rt.  Hon.  T.  II.  Sotheron  Estcourt,  M.P.  D.C.L.  F.S.A.  Tet- 
biirv.  Gloucestershire. 
John  Evans,  Esq.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  Nash  Mills,  Hemel  Henq.- 
stead. 

(c.)  John  Leman  Ewcn,  Es(p  Soulhwold,  AVangford,  Suffolk. 

George  Edward  Eyre,  Esc].  ]\LA.  F.S.A.  51',  Lowndes  Square. 
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(c.)  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Faliiioutli,  2,  St.  James's  Sqiiaiv. 
(c.)  Sir  AValter  R.  Farqiiliar,  Bart.  18,  King  Street,  St.  James's. 

John  Fetlierston,  Esq.  Jim.  F.S.A.  High  Street,  AVarwick. 

Mrs.  Fitzmauriee,  Drayton  Green,  Ealing, 
(c.)  John  Le^Yis  Ffytehe,  Esq.  Thorpe  Hall,  Loulli. 

Hamihon  Fiekl,  Esq.  Ch\])haui  Park. 

Paul  Ha^vkins  Fisher,  Esq.  Stroud, 
(c.)  Rev.  AViUiam  Fletclier,  D.D.  A\^imhorne,  Dorset, 
(c.)  Thomas  William  Fletcher,  Esq.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  La\Yneswood 
House,  Stourbrido-e. 

John  Forster,  Esq.  LL.D.  19,  Whitehall. 

Hon.  George  Matthew  Fortescue,  38,  Grosvenor  Square 
.  Charles  B.  Fox,  Esq.  Malpas,  Newport,  Moiuiiouthshire. 

Francis  F.  Fox,  Esq.  ]\Iadelev  House,  72,  Pembroke  Ivoad, 
Clifton. 

Charles  Larkin  Francis,  Esq.  33,  Gloucester  Street,  Pimlico. 
(c.)  Frederick  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.  M.A.  3,  St.  George's  Square, 
Primrose  Hill,  X.W. 


James  Gairdner,  Esq.  Public  Record  Office,  Fetter  Lane. 

S.  Rawson  Gardiiier,  Esq.  ]\I.A.  Director^  22,  Gordon  Street, 

Gordon  Square. 
'Henry  H.  Cubbs,  Esq.  15,  Bishopsgate  Street,  E.G. 
William  Gilbert,  Es([.  14,  Pembridge  Gardens. 
WiUiam  Bulkeloy  Glasse,  Esq.  Q.C.  35,  York  Place,  Portnian 

Square. 

Sir  Stephen   R.  Glynne,    Bart.  F.S.A.  Hawarden  Castle, 
Flintshire. 

(c.)  Henry  Gough,  Esq.  10,  Serjeants'  Lm,  Fleet  Strort. 
Rev.  S.  Baring-Gould,  East  Mersea,  Colchester. 
Mrs;  Everett  Green,  100,  Gower  Street. 

Benjamin  "Wyatt    Greenfield,    Esq.         Cranbury  To'race, 

Southam]>ton. 
Henry  Gregory,  Esq.  Ilerno  Hill,  Dulwich. 
J.  Wyhie  Guilde,  Es([.  17,  Park  Ti-rrace,  Gla.-gow. 
Rt.  Hon.  Russell  Gurney,  i\r.]^.  1,  Paper  Ihiildings,  Tenq)le. 
Frederick  Gwatkin,  Escp  9,  Xew  Square,  Lincoln's  Inn. 
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Miss  Hackctt,  3,  ^lanor  Villas,  Amluirst  Koad,  Hackney. 
Edward  Hailstone,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Lond.  &  Scot.  AValton  Hall, 
Wakefiekl. 

(c.)  Thomas  Heiii'v  Hall,  Esq.  F.Pi.S.  IG,  Norfolk  Crescent,  Hvdo 
Park. 

AVilliam  Douglas    Hamilton,    Esq.    l*ublic    Record  Office, 

Fetter  Lane. 
The  llio;ht  Hon.  Lord  Hanmer. 

Lady  Frances  Yernon-Harconrt,  The  Homine,  ^Veobley. 
(c.)  Joseph  x\ltred  Hardcastle,  Esq.  M.P.  54,  Queen's  Gate  Ter- 
race, s.vr. 

"William  Henry  Hart,  Esq.  F.S.A.  The  Cedars,  Overcliff, 

Rosherville,  Kent. 
Sir  Joseph  H.    Hawley,    Bart.    Leybourne    Grange,  near 

Mailing,  Kent. 

Frank  Scott  Haydon,  Esq.  Public  Record  Office,  Fetter  Lane. 
R.  W.  Lleslop,  Esq.  Ripon. 
Henry  Gay  Hewlett,  Esq.  24,  Spring  Gardens. 
^Vm.  Oxenham  Hewlett,  Esq.  2,  Raymond's  Buildings,  Gray's 
Lin. 

G.  F.  He V wood,  Esq.  25,  Piccadilly,  Manchester. 

Henry  Hill,  Esq.  F.S.A.  2,  Curzon  Street,  May  Fair, 
(c.)  Rev.  Herbert  Hill,  M.A.  King's  School,  Warwick, 
(c.)  l^obert  Holland,  Esq.  M.A.  G4,  Great  Cumberland  I^lacc. 

Miss  Holt,  42,  Gordon  Square,  S.W. 

A.  J.  Beresford  Hope,  Esq.  M.A.  M.P.  1,  Connaught  Place, 

Edgware  Road. 
Charles  Hopkinson,  Esq.  M.A.  74,  Eceleston  Square. 
Rev.  James  Hughes,  Dean,  St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth. 
(c.)  Ixichard  LLissey,  Esq.  F.S.xV.  Harbledown,  Canterbury. 

(c.)  Cosmo  Innes,  Esq.  Liverleiih,  Edinburgh. 

(c.)  Rev.  L.  W.  JelTray,  Wynlass  Beck,  Windermere. 

Rev.  Augustus  Jessopp,  M.A.  School  House,  Xorwicdi. 

James  Jones,  Esq.  The  Oaklands,  near  Tarporley. 
(c.)  Joseph  Jones,  Esq.  Abberley  4Iall,  Stourport,  Worcestershire. 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Richard  T.  Kinderslcy,  I\r.A.  Clyilc,  Dorchester, 
Dorset. 

Alfred  Kingston,   Es(p  (Secretan/),  Public    Record  Office, 
Fetter  Lane. 
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David  Laiiig,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Scot.  Edinburgb. 
Philip  Lang,  Esq.  Poltimorc,  Exctcr. 
J.  Bailey  Langboriic,  Esq.  Outwood  JLdl,  Wakefield. 
Charles  Lawson,  Esq.  35,  George  Square,  Edinburgh. 
J.  D.  Leader,  Esq.  Inde])endent  Oiliee,  Sheflield. 
George  Cornwall  Legh,  Esq.  M.P.  6,  St.  James's  Place. 
Kev.  Henry  liichard  Luard,  M.A.  4,  St.  Peter's  Terrace, 
Cambridge. 


JohnWhitefoord  ]\[ackenzie,  Esq.  IG,  Royal  Circus,  Edinburgh. 
Pev.  George  P.  Maclvcniess,  M.xV.  Pam  Vicarage,  Ashbourne, 
(c.)  Da^■id  Mackinlay,  Esq.  G,  Great  Western  Terrace,  Hillliead, 
Glasgow. 

Robert  Malcomson,  Esq.  Bonnekcrry  Lodge,  Carlow,  L'elanci. 
Sir  John  Maclean,  F.S.A.   Pallingswick  Lodge,  Hammer- 
smith. 

Messrs.  Macmihan  and  Co.  Cambridge. 

Robert  Bullock  Marsham,  Esq.  D.C.L.Merton  College,  Oxford. 
Charles  A.  J.  Mason,  Esq.  Lulia  OtHce,  Whitehall. 
His  Excellency  George  Buckley  Matthew. 
W.  G.  Medlicott,  Esq.  Long  xdeadow,  Massachusetts, 
(c  )  J.  Miland,  Esq.  Clairville,  Lansdown  Road,  Wimbledon. 
Captain  Mildmay,  PJ,  Charles  Street,  Berkeley  Square. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  i\Ionson,  40,  Bclgrave  Square. 
Stuart  A.  Moore,  Esq.  123,  Chancery  Lane. 
Octavius  S.  Morgan,  Esq.  M.P.  F'.R.S.  F.S.A.  10,  Charles 

Street,  St.  James's. 
Jerom  Murch,  Esq.  Bath, 

Charles  Robert  Scott-]Murray,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Danesfield,  Great 
Mario  w. 


Richard  Neave,  Esq. 
Mr.  J.  Newman,  235,  High  H()n)orn. 
(c.)  George  Whitlock  Niclioll,  Esq.  The  Ham,  Cowbridge,  Gla- 
morganshire. 

John  Gough  Nichols,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Trea-iu'er  of  tlie  Surtees 

Society,  Hohnwood  }*ark,  near  Dorking. 
Robert  Cradock  Nichols,  Esci.   F.S.xV.   F.R.G.S.   5,  Sussex 
'  Place,  Hyde  l^irk. 
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Francis  ^lorn-an  Iskhoh,  Es(|.  UA.  F.S.A.  Lawford  Hall, 

Maiinino-tree,  Essex, 
(c.)  Kev.  William   K  Nichols,  M.A.  The  AVoodlaiids,  Kiltoii, 

Bridgewater. 
T.  C.  Xoblc.  Esq.  79,  Great  Dover  Street. 
Most  Hon.  the  ^Marquess  of  Xorthanipton,  M.A,  Castle  i\.shby, 

near  Northampton. 

George  Ormerod,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  Sedbury  Park, 
Chepstovr. 

llev.  Sir  Frederic  A.  Gore  Ouscley,  Bart.  ]\Iiis.Doc.  M.A. 

St.  MichaePs,  Tenbury,  Worcestershire. 
Frederic  Onvry,  Esq.,  Treas.S.A.,  12,  Queen  Anne  Street, 

Cavendish  Square. 


William  Dunkeley  Paine,  Esq.  Peigate. 
Eev.  Fielding  Palmer,  M.A.  East  ClitT,  Chepstow. 
W.  M.  Parker,  Esq.  Turk  Street,  xVlton,  Hants, 
(c.)  Anthony  Parkin,  Esq.  SharroM'  Bay,  Penrith. 

liev.  John  P.  Parkinson,  D.C.L.  F.S.A.  Pavendale,  Great 
Grimsbv. 

Lieut.-Coionol  Pasley,  P.E.  H.  M.  Dockyard,  Chatham. 
George  Peel,  Esq.  Brookfleld,  Cheadle,  Cheshire. 
Pio-ht  Hon.  Lord  Penriiy]i,  Penrhvn  Castle,  Bangor,  Xorth 
Wales. 

(c.)  James  Orchard  Pliillipps,  Esq.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  6,  St.  Mary's 
Place,  West  Brompton. 

Lewis  Pocoek,  Esq.  F.S.A.  70,  Gower  Street. 

Rev.  William  Poole,  M.A.  Hcntlands,  near  Boss. 

Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Powis,  LL.D.  45,  Berkeley  vSquare. 
(c.)  Osmond  de  Beauvoir  Priaulx,  Esq.  8,  Cavendish  Square. 

S.  E.  Bouverie  Pusey,  Esq.  Farriiigdon,  ]3ucks. 


Frederick  John  Peed,  Esq.  Hasness,  Cockermouth. 
Henry  Peeve,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Privy  Council  Otlice. 
(c.)  Palph  Pichardson,  Esq.  M.D.  Folev  Cottage,  Hampton  Road, 

Bedland,  Bristol. 
Edward  Pimbault,  Esq.  ]\Lis.Doc.  29,  St.  :\Iark's  Crescent, 

Gloucester  Poad,  Pegent's  I'ark. 
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The  Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Kipoii,  K.G.  D.C.L.  F.R.S. 

1,  Carlton  Gardens,  S,W. 
Messrs.  Rivington  and  Co.  Waterloo  Plaee. 
liev.  Charles  John  Robinson,  M.A.  Norton  Canon  Vicarage, 

AVeobley. 

(c.)  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Rochester,  The  Deaneiy,  Rochester. 
Dr.  Rogers,  34,  Raul  Street,  Exeter. 
Thomas  E.  Rogers,  Esq.  Yarlington,  Wincanton. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Ronnlly,  M.A.  14,  Hyde  Park  Terrace. 
Walter  Rye,  Esq.  4,  Craven  Terrace,  East  Hill,  Wandsworth. 


Henry  Sargant,  Esq.  2,  Stone  Bm'ldings,  Lincoln's  luu, 
Thomas  Bush   Saunders,  Esq.   M.A. .  Priory,  Bradford-on- 
Avon,  Wilts. 

William  Scott,  Esq.  Kington  House,  Northfleet,  Kent. 
Evelyn  Philip  Shirley,  Esq.  Id. A.  Lower  Eatington  Park, 

Stratford-on-Avon. 
Rev.  Thomas  Short,  B.D.  Oxford. 
Messrs.  Simpkin  and  Co.  4,  Stationers'  Hall  Court. 
Mr.  Skeet,  10,  King  William  Street,  Strand. 
C.  B.  Slingluff,  Esq.  Baltimore. 

Sydney  Smirke,  Es([.  R.A.  F.S.A.  7  a,  Wln'tehall  Yard. 

George  Frederick  Smith,  Esq.  15,  Golden  Squarp. 

H.  Porter  Smith,  Esq.  Sheen  Mount,  East  Slieen. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Smith',  North  Street,  Brighton. 

William  Wyke  Smith,  Esq.  j\letropolitan  Board  of  ^Vorks. 

William  Smvth,  Esq.  Methven  Castle,  Perth. 

Mr.  H.  Sotheran,  13(),  Strand, 
(c.)  Samuel  Spalding,  Esq.  147,  Drury  Lane. 

James  Spedding,  Esq.  80,  AVestbourne  Terrace. 

Rev.  George  0.  Stenning,  M.A.  Hobarton,   Dover  Street, 
Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Miss  M.  S.  Stokes,  Tyndale  House,  Cheltenham, 
(c.)  Right   Rev.  the   Lord   Bishop  of  St.   David's,  AbergAvili, 
Carmartlien.- 

Hon.  Sir  John  Stuart,  12,  Old  Square,  Lincoln's  lini. 
John  Sykes,  Esq.  M.D.  Doncnster. 
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Eev.  Win.  Hepwortli  Tlioiiij)son,  D.D.  F.S.A.  Master  of 
Trinity  Collco-c,  Cambridge,  Trinity  Lodge,  Cambridge. 

William  John  Thorns,  Esq.  F.^S.A.  40,  St.  George's  Sqiuirc, 
Pimlico. 

Joseph  AVilliam  Thrup]:),  Esq.  50,  U])pcr  Brook  Street. 
J.  Tolhurst,  Esq.  60,  Tooley  Street,  S.E. 
T.  G.  Tomkins,  Esq.  Great  Ouseburn,  Yorkshire. 
Geo.  Mont<:^omerv  Trahernc,  Esq.  St.  Hilary,  near  Cowbridge, 
South  ^Vales.  " 

Sir  John  S.  Trela^vny,    Bart.    M.P.    Trelawny,  Liskeard, 
^  Cornwall. 

Sir  Charles  E.  Treyelyan,  K.C.B.  8,  Grosyenor  Crescent, 

Beli^raye  Square. 
Sir  ^Valter  Calyerley  Ti-eyelyan,  Bart.  M.A.  F.S.A.  ^Vil\•^ 

lington,  iSTewcastle-on-Tyne. 
Bobert  Samuel  Turner,  Esq.  1,  Park  Square,  Begent's  Park, 
(c.)  Edward  Tyrrell,  Esq.  Birkin  Manor,  Horton,  Slough, 
(c.)   J.  Robert  Danicl-Tyssen,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Lower  Bock  Gardens, 
Brighton. 

(o.)  Sir  Llarry  Verncy,  Bart.  M.P.  Claydon,  Bucks. 
Gabriel  Yrignon,  Esq.  IB),  Harley  Street. 

William  Elyard  Walmisley,  Esq.  11,  Caycndisli  Bond,  St. 

John's  Wood. 
Charles  Walton,  Esq.  J^lanor  House,  East  Acton, 
(c.)  Bio-ht  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Stable  Yard,  St.  James's. 
Yery  Bey.  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  M.A.  Y.P.S.A.  The 

Cloisters,  AVestminster. 
Baron  Yan  de  Y\^yer,  21,  Arlington  Street. 
John  AYeld,  Esq. 

James  YHiatman,  Esq.  ALA.  F.B.S.  F.S.A.  M.B.  G,  Carlton 
Gardens. 

Ignatius  AVilliams,  Esq.  The  Groye,  Bodfuy,  Denbigh, 
(c.)  Bcv.  John  AVilson.  D.D.  F.S.A.  A\^oodpcry,  OxforcLhiro. 

Joshua  "Wilson,  Esq.  Congregational  Library,  Bloomtleld 
Street. 

Charles  AVinn,  Escp  .N'ostel  Park,  Wakefield. 
Bichard  Henry  AVood,  Es(^.  F.S.A.  Crumj.sall,  Manchester. 
Sir  xMbcrt  AV'.  Woods,  (Larler  King  of  Arms,  F.S.A.  <;!),  St. 
George's  Ivoad,  Pindico. 
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Eev.  Adolplius  F.  A.  Woodford,  S\villiiio-ton  Rectory,  Leeds. 
Henry  AVorkinan,  Esc|.  Manor  House,  Charlton,  near  Per- 

sliore,  '\A"orcester. 
Francis  Worship.  Esq.  Yarmouth. 

llcv.  John  Eeynell  Wreford,  D.D.   F.S.A.   19,  Richmond 

Terrace,  Chfton. 
William  Lattic  A\'rig]!tson,  Esq.  22,  Upper  Brook  Street. 
Messrs.  D.  Wyllie  and  vSon,  Aberdeen. 
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LIBRAHIES. 


Astor  Library,  New  York. 
Athenreum  Club. 
Bank  of  England  Library. 
Berlin  Eoyal  Library. 
Birmingham  Public  Library. 
Birmingham  Free  Library. 
Bolton  Public  Free  Libi'ary. 
Boston  AtheucTum. 
Bradford  Subscription  Library. 
Bishop's  College,  Bristol. 
Brown  University,  Providence,  Phode 
Island. 

Canterbury  Dean  and  Chapter  Library. 
Cheltenham  Permanent  Library. 
Chctham  Library,  Manchester. 
Qhrist  College,  Cambridge. 
Congress  Library,  Washington. 
Cornell  University. 
Devon  and  Exeter  Listitution. 
Dover  Proprietary  Library. 
Durham  University. 
Edinburo-h  Free  Colleg'e  Librarv.  ' 
Edinburgh  University  Library. 
Edinburgh,  Library  of  the  Writers  to 
Signet. 

Glasgow  University  Library. 
Gottingen  L^ni\'ersity  Library. 
The  Hon.  Society  of  Gray's  Lm. 
Hackney  Beading  Society. 
Hamburg  City  Library. 
Plarvard  Colleirc,  Massachusets. 
Plouse  of  Commons'  Library. 
Hull  Subscription  Library. 
Royal  Irish  Academy. 
King's  Inns  ]jibrarv,  Dublin. 
King's  College  Library,  Cambridge. 
Law  Institution. 
Leeds  Libi'ary. 
Leeds  Public  Libi'aiies. 
Leicester  Literary  and  Philoso]>hical 
Society. 


Hon.  Society  of  Lincoln's  Iim. 

City  of  London  Library. 

London  Institution. 

London  Library. 

IVIanchester  Free  Library. 

Marburg  University  Library. 

Llunich  Royal  Library. 

National  Library,  Paris. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Literary  and  Phi- 
losophical Society. 

Norwich  Dean  and  Chapter  Library. 

Norwich  Literary  Institution. 

Oxford  and  Cambridge  l-lub. 
I  Oxford  Union  Society. 
I  Owens  College,  Manchester, 
i  Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore. 
I  Library  Company  of  Philadel])hia. 
I  Preston  Library. 

j  Providence  Athena}um,  Rhode  Island. 

j  Reform  Club. 

}  Royal  Institution. 

i  Royal  Library. 

I  Sacred  Harmonic  Society. 

Science   and  Art  Deparment,  South 
Kensington. 

Sheffield  Library. 
I  Sion  College  Library, 
j  Stonyhurst  College. 
I  St.  Andrew's  University. 
I  St.  Catharine's  College,  Cambridge. 
I  St.  John's  College,  Cand.)ridge. 
I  Sydney  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Hon.  Society  of  the  Inner  Temple. 

Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 
I  Tubingen  Library. 
\  Vienna  Imperial  Library 

Virginia  State  Library. 

AYarwickshire    Natui-al    History  and 
A r cha^ologi cal  Society 

Watkinson  Library,  Connecticut. 
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